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Section Ireland held its National Congress in Co. Meath in 
April and it was great to get back to meeting IPA colleagues 
in person, there really is no substitute. President Conor O’ 
Higgins writes about the weekend’s activities on p.16, and 
arguably the most anticipated item on the Agenda was the 
election of the new NEC, with two new faces emerging on 
the NEC, Chris Verling and David O’Donoghue, both serving 
members in Tipperary and Cork. I wish them well. 

In this edition we have a mix of articles which I hope you 
will find of interest. Some of our regular contributors provide 
content, there are some introductions, and reports from some 
of our serving members who have attended IPA events in 
the United Kingdom and Austria as part of the Young Police 
Officers Forum. As this is a publication for you, our members, 
please feel free to provide feedback on content. It’s important 
that we stay relevant and continue to make this a worthwhile 
publication for our 7,000+ members. 

I wish everyone a safe, warm and enjoyable Summer.

Chris Cahill - Editor | Email: chris@ipaireland.org 

Welcome to the Summer 2022 
edition of the IPA Journal, 
Issue No. 53 on the cover, 

but my first as the new Editor of 
Section Ireland. My predecessor, 
Joe Lynch, has filled this role for 
13 years, and he certainly did our 
great association proud, consistently 
delivering this publication each 

quarter, despite the many challenges we have faced in 
recent years. The publication of the Centenary Special 
Edition was a fitting end to his tenure. I want to thank 
Joe for his service, dedication and for his guidance 
during the handover process. I wish him well in his 
retirement from the role. 
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President’s 
Message

Mise i gcairdeas

Conor O’Higgins 
President IPA Ireland  E: conorohiggins@gmail.com

Summer is well and truly upon us as you sit down and read this edition of IPA Journal. I wish you and your families a happy 
Summer and I hope that all of your plans for this lovely season work out perfectly for you, whether you are holidaying at home 
or abroad. We had our National Congress in April which was a very successful one (Full report within) As a result of Congress 

we have a few firsts. 

New National Executive Committee

A new National Executive Committee was elected and we have two new members and one change within the NEC. I welcome David 
O’Donoghue, from Cork City Region who takes on the Assistant Treasurer and Supplies Portfolio and Christopher Verling, Tipperary 
Region, who takes on the Accommodation Portfolio. Chris Cahill takes on the role of Editor. I wish all three every success in their new 
portfolios and also best wishes to the re-elected members to their own portfolios. Each of us on the National Executive Committee 
will bring forward a plan for the term of office 2022 to 2025. 

I salute and thank the two members of the National Executive Committee, Joe Lynch and Mary O’Connell, who have stood down, for 
their great contributions during their term of office and to wish both well in their post NEC life. I also thank Denis Dunne whose 
term of Immediate Past President ended with National Congress and wish him well also. 

New Editor

Chris Cahill takes on the role of Editor and he takes up a position that has been well served by Joe Lynch and Brendon Colvert in the 
most recent times. Chris will take to the role with enthusiasm as he successfully did as Accommodation Officer.

New IPA App and Website

Shortly we will see the launch of a new IPA App and Website. A lot of work was completed by a Sub Committee of the NEC, Chaired by 
Secretary General, Carlo Griffin. Communications is the most important aspect of every successful organisation. It is the hope of the 
NEC that this new communications initiative will ensure that all members are kept informed of all IPA activities, Regional, National 
and International. Watch out for the launch.

New Region 2, Northern Ireland, Section UK Committee 

I had the privilege of meeting with Deirdre Mahony, Chair, Region 2 and Morag O’Kane, Chair of Belfast Branch, accompanied by 
Willie Maye, Membership and Development Officer. The meeting was convened to re-establish cross border activity and soon we will 
be in a position to present a plan for the future. 

I look forward with confidence to a bright and exciting future for IPA Ireland and to witnessing many events, Social, Cultural and 
Professional being organised by individual Regions. Comhghairdeas agus ádh mór leis an nGarda Síochána as seo amach.

Yours in Friendship

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Conor O’Higgins 

Summer 2022
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The group stayed at the London 
Central Waterloo Travelodge, with 

each member getting their own twin 
room. The hotel, travel, food and � ights 
were all expenses paid! Staying in the 
centre of the city provided the group 
with the best opportunity to explore 
and to get around major landmarks. 

On Thursday, the trip began with a visit 
to the National Police Air Service (NPAS) 
in North Weald Air� eld, Epping. Each 
member of the group was taken on a 
helicopter � ight over London City. The 
highlight of that experience was the City’s 
tourist attractions lit up by night, such as 
Tower Bridge, The London Eye, Big Ben, 
The Tower of London, the O2, 
The Emirates & Waterloo Tube Station. 

Early Friday morning was a trip to Bethnal 
Green Police Station, located in a suburb 
of London. We experienced a full tour of 
the station led by a Detective Inspector, 
who volunteered his time to host us as an 
IPA member himself. We sat in on a parade 
for the regular patrol unit, learning about 
their day to day duties and the similarities 
and di� erences between how they police 
compared to An Garda Síochána. The 
Sergeant then took us out in a marked 
patrol van to all the historic landmarks 
around the city, using the “Commissioner’s 
disco lights” and sirens to skip through 
heavy tra�  c when required! 

The guided tour ended with a drop o�  at 
the Metropolitan Marine Policing Unit 
(MPU) where the next activity awaited. We 
were taken along the Thames on the Police 
Rib, an open top speedboat, weaving 
between yachts and sailboats and getting 
drenched for our troubles. 
The viewpoint from the river gave a unique 
perspective of the city. 
The MPU then dropped us o�  at New 
Scotland Yard, the headquarters of the 
Metropolitan Police. The Metropolitan 
Police Service is responsible for policing 
the greater London area, but actually 
excludes the square mile of the City of 
London. The new premises is a high 
rise building towering over the Victoria 
Embankment. The MET use an open 

plan o�  ce system for most of their units. 
Members of rank and � le all sit together 
and work amongst each other in their 
daily duties. There is no o�  ce separation 
or designated cubbies, the idea being to 
promote equality within the organisation. 
An interesting point they raised was how 
the ranking members will actively study 
foreign news and designate resources 
or construct policing plans based on 
occurrences internationally that may e� ect 
minorities, such as terrorist incidents or 
Religious events. The day � nished with a 
session in a recommended English Pub. The 
entire group got together, including retired 
members and international guests from the 
IPA, to meet and greet over a few jars. Most 
of the IPA members have travelled around 

IPA Young Police Officers Forum

TRIPS TO

LONDON THE ALPS

AS PART OF THE INTERNATIONAL POLICE ASSOCIATION (IPA) YOUNG POLICE OFFICER’S FORUM, TRIPS ARE ORGANISED 
ANNUALLY TO ALLOW MEMBERS TO TRAVEL TO INTERNATIONAL EVENTS TO VISIT AND EXPERIENCE OTHER POLICE FORCES. 
ONE SUCH TRIP WAS TO SECTION UK OF THE IPA TO VISIT OUR COUNTERPARTS IN THE METROPOLITAN POLICE SERVICE 
(THE MET). THIS TRIP RAN FROM THE 21ST - 24TH APRIL 2022 WITH TWO (2) MEMBERS OF AN GARDA SÍOCHÁNA, STATIONED 
AT FERMOY AND BALLYFERMOT STATIONS, WHO WERE LUCKY ENOUGH TO ATTEND. TWO (2) MEMBERS FROM THE KORPS 
NATIONALE POLITIE (DUTCH NATIONAL POLICE) ALSO TRAVELLED TO LONDON FOR THE EVENT. 

From 19th to 22nd May 2022 we were lucky enough to 
represent the Young Police O�  cer’s Forum at an event 

hosted by IPA Austria in the South Tyrol Region of the Country. 

Our trip started with a scenic drive down the autobahn from 
Munich and over the border into Austria, and our rendezvous with 
the rest of the group was at the Police Academy in Asbam where 
we met with our hosts for the trip, Fabian and Lisa. Our visit 
coincided with the annual Summerfest at the Academy, a chance 
for the students there to relax with various organised sports and 
social activities. A BBQ and Beers evening was the perfect way to 
get to know our IPA colleagues from Germany, The Netherlands, 
Finland and the United Kingdom, with entertainment for the 
evening provided by an IPA band from Italy. 

The Academy is set against the impressive backdrop of the rolling 
snow-capped Tyrolian mountains. Normally a winter ski resort, 
the scenery was equally impressive in the sunshine we enjoyed 
throughout the trip. Our evening ended back at Hotel Rumerhof in 
Rum, our base for the few days. 

Friday morning was an early start and a chance to explore 
Swarovski World, the home of Swarovski Crystals, followed by 
a lunch and schnapps tasting in a local family run distillery.
 Then it was back to the Asbam Academy for more BBQ and 
hospitality and a chance to exchange stories with our IPA group. 
On Saturday morning we were visited by the Tyrol Chief of Police, 
and had some photo opportunities and a chance to exchange 
some gi� s including a presentation by our hosts. 

Then it was o�  to explore the beautiful City of Innsbruck itself 
with a visit to some of the local Police Stations and lunch. 
We had an opportunity to visit parts of the Olympic Village use

during the 1964 Innsbruck Winter Olympics, and met with Lisa’s 
brother a former professional ski jumper, with a chance to see the 
full 80 metre jump taken on by athletes in training. A� er a drink 
at the top of the ski jump hill, where we took in the panoramic 
views over the City, we returned to the city for some free time and 
a chance to buy some souvenirs of our trip. 

The evening was rounded o�  by a chance to try some of the 
traditional Tyrolean cuisine at our hotel before returning to 
Innsbruck to experience some Austrian Nightlife. 

Our last morning meant a � nal chance to exchange gi� s and 
souvenirs and make plans for more trips before saying a sad 
farewell to new found friends and the beautiful Tyrol region. 
Many thanks to our wonderful Austrian hosts and the Young 
Police O�  cers Forum for an unforgettable experience. 

Suzanne Gilmore, Sligo and Andy Barrett, Waterford 

the world through the organisation, with an arsenal of stories 
that can only be trusted to be shared with fellow members. It 
shows the importance of membership within the IPA and of 
growing the numbers so new stories can be shared with new 
friends. No police experience is authentic without a trip to a real 
police bar so that is where we concluded the night. 

The � nal day of the trip started with a visit to the British 
Transport Police (BTP) headquarters. The primary method of 
transport in London is the underground tube system that is 
policed entirely by the BTP. In recent years they have adapted 
to specialise in counter terrorist methods, such has been the 
targeting of the Tube network. We were provided with a brie� ng 
for counter-terrorism and given a full run down of their weapons 
systems, ordnance disposal units and their transport capability. 

Each member of the IPA was sent away with a “Custodian” 
helmet, one of the most recognisable pieces of police uniform 
anywhere in the world. 

When we completed the pre-arranged activities, we got to 
choose what to do with our free time. Manoeuvring around 
the city was so handy using the Tube as the IPA sorted us out 
with travel cards for public transport. We visited the famous 
Camden Markets for shopping/food and Buckingham Palace 
to see the Queens Guard. The night time activity was a stroll 
around Piccadilly Circus and a � nal high stool at the London 
Skybar to toast new friends.

Yours in policing,  
Eve Collins & Charles McPartland

IPA Young Police Officers Forum
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PRESIDENT’S DIARY

President’s Diary

This article did not feature 
in the Special Edition 
because of space constraint. 

I compliment our former Editor, 
Joe Lynch and all contributors on 
an excellent historical contribution 
towards commemorating the 100th 
anniversary of the formation of An 
Garda Síochána. In this edition, I am 
covering January to July 2022. 

11th to 14th January – 
Gimborn Group meeting 
Kilkenny. 

It was my pleasure to host and 
chair the meeting of the Gimborn 
Group of Sections in my home town 
of Kilkenny. The group included 
Presidents of Sections UK - Clive 
Wood, Holland - Willem Schewe, 
Germany - Oliver Hoffman, Iceland 
- Baldur Ólaffson, Belgium - Carine 
Pieters (Rep), Sweden - Kjell 
Andersson (Rep), Austria - Martin 
Hoffman, and Denmark - Michael 
Boolsen. There were apologies 
from Sections France, Luxemburg, 
Finland and Norway. The group 
had an agenda to discuss and very 
much concentrated on the provision 
of cross-section services with a 
particular focus on the Young Police 
Officers Forum. The meeting was 
addressed by Mayor of Kilkenny, Cllr 
Andrew McGuinness, who welcomed 
the international group to the city. 
Kilkenny/Carlow Regional Committee 
were instrumental in ensuring the 
success of the three-day meeting. It 
was a busy few weeks.

31st January - National 
Congress Conference 
Arrangements Committee 
meeting, Trim, Co Meath 

2nd February - Honorary 
Life Membership Committee 
meeting, Naas, Co. Kildare

17th February - 
Professional Commission 
meeting, IPA House. 

5th March - Regional 
Secretaries meeting , 
Athlone, Co. Westmeath.

29th March - Blueaid 
Convoy to Ukraine

I was honoured to be present at the 
departure of twelve van loads of 
emergency aid from Santry Garda 
Station on route to the Slovakian/
Ukranian border. Twenty five 
members of An Garda Síochána, 
many of whom were IPA Members, 
drove through France, Belgium, 
Germany and Slovakia to the border 
crossing with Ukraine to deliver three 
industrial generators and medical 
aid, with a value of €5,000,000. 
This highly organised mission was 
made possible by the cooperation 
and facilities provided by our IPA 
colleagues in the countries along the 
route. The provision of Garda vehicles 
and the full cooperation of the 
Garda Authorities was instrumental 
in the success of this mission. 
Congratulations to all concerned. 

29th March - Meeting with 
Mr. Ed O’Reilly, Head of 
HR Directorate, Garda 
Headquarters 

Accompanied by International 
Treasurer, Michael Walsh, I met with 
Mr. Ed O’Reilly, HR Directorate, at 
Garda Headquarters. Items of mutual 
interest were discussed and proposals 
for further discussion identified. 

Young Police Officers 
Forum, Athlone, Co. 
Westmeath

I was delighted to join my colleagues on 
the NEC at a briefing meeting for the 

Young Police Officers Forum, organised 
by Joyce O’Grady, Assistant Secretary 
General with responsibility for Youth 
and Junior Members. This was an 
opportunity to meet representatives 
from regions to listen to their needs 
and how we on the National Executive 
Committee can assist in fulfilling their 
needs in the Association. 

20th April - Launch of Mick 
Dalton’s Book.“Duties long 
forgotten” 

It was a pleasure to join Mick Dalton 
and his colleagues in the Offaly Branch 
of GSRMA at the launch of “Duties long 
forgotten” which relates the stories 
of duties performed in the early days 
of An Garda Síochána and published 
to coincide with the centenary 
celebrations of An Garda Síochána. 

22nd to 24th April - 
National Congress, Trim, 
Co. Meath 

National Congress was held in the 
Knightsbrook Hotel, Trim, Co Meath, 
where the local Regional Committee 
under Chairman Owen Ganley pulled 
out all the stops to assist with and 
ensure that National Congress 2022 
was a huge success (Full report within)

5th to 8th May - 60th 
Anniversary of Section 
Denmark

I was delighted to accept the invitation 
to join with Section 1 Denmark in 
celebrating their 60th anniversary 
and to attend the National Congress 
in the beautiful City of Copenhagen. 
I joined with International President 
Pierre Martin, Presidents and Delegates 
from Sections across Europe in a great 
friendship weekend that facilitated 
inter section discussion with the future 
of IPA uppermost in our meetings. 
Congratulations to President Michael 

Summer Edition 2022
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Hoffman, and Denmark - Michael 
Boolsen. There were apologies 
from Sections France, Luxemburg, 
Finland and Norway. The group 
had an agenda to discuss and very 
much concentrated on the provision 
of cross-section services with a 
particular focus on the Young Police 
Officers Forum. The meeting was 
addressed by Mayor of Kilkenny, Cllr 
Andrew McGuinness, who welcomed 
the international group to the city. 
Kilkenny/Carlow Regional Committee 
were instrumental in ensuring the 
success of the three-day meeting. It 
was a busy few weeks.

31st January - National 
Congress Conference 
Arrangements Committee 
meeting, Trim, Co Meath 

2nd February - Honorary 
Life Membership Committee 
meeting, Naas, Co. Kildare

17th February - 
Professional Commission 
meeting, IPA House. 

5th March - Regional 
Secretaries meeting , 
Athlone, Co. Westmeath.

29th March - Blueaid 
Convoy to Ukraine

I was honoured to be present at the 
departure of twelve van loads of 
emergency aid from Santry Garda 
Station on route to the Slovakian/
Ukranian border. Twenty five 
members of An Garda Síochána, 
many of whom were IPA Members, 
drove through France, Belgium, 
Germany and Slovakia to the border 
crossing with Ukraine to deliver three 
industrial generators and medical 
aid, with a value of €5,000,000. 
This highly organised mission was 
made possible by the cooperation 
and facilities provided by our IPA 
colleagues in the countries along the 
route. The provision of Garda vehicles 
and the full cooperation of the 
Garda Authorities was instrumental 
in the success of this mission. 
Congratulations to all concerned. 

29th March - Meeting with 
Mr. Ed O’Reilly, Head of 
HR Directorate, Garda 
Headquarters 

Accompanied by International 
Treasurer, Michael Walsh, I met with 
Mr. Ed O’Reilly, HR Directorate, at 
Garda Headquarters. Items of mutual 
interest were discussed and proposals 
for further discussion identified. 

Young Police Officers 
Forum, Athlone, Co. 
Westmeath

I was delighted to join my colleagues on 
the NEC at a briefing meeting for the 

Young Police Officers Forum, organised 
by Joyce O’Grady, Assistant Secretary 
General with responsibility for Youth 
and Junior Members. This was an 
opportunity to meet representatives 
from regions to listen to their needs 
and how we on the National Executive 
Committee can assist in fulfilling their 
needs in the Association. 

20th April - Launch of Mick 
Dalton’s Book.“Duties long 
forgotten” 

It was a pleasure to join Mick Dalton 
and his colleagues in the Offaly Branch 
of GSRMA at the launch of “Duties long 
forgotten” which relates the stories 
of duties performed in the early days 
of An Garda Síochána and published 
to coincide with the centenary 
celebrations of An Garda Síochána. 

22nd to 24th April - 
National Congress, Trim, 
Co. Meath 

National Congress was held in the 
Knightsbrook Hotel, Trim, Co Meath, 
where the local Regional Committee 
under Chairman Owen Ganley pulled 
out all the stops to assist with and 
ensure that National Congress 2022 
was a huge success (Full report within)

5th to 8th May - 60th 
Anniversary of Section 
Denmark

I was delighted to accept the invitation 
to join with Section 1 Denmark in 
celebrating their 60th anniversary 
and to attend the National Congress 
in the beautiful City of Copenhagen. 
I joined with International President 
Pierre Martin, Presidents and Delegates 
from Sections across Europe in a great 
friendship weekend that facilitated 
inter section discussion with the future 
of IPA uppermost in our meetings. 
Congratulations to President Michael 

Summer Edition 2022

Boolsen and his team for a most enjoyable Congress and a 
very successful Section. It was very interesting to attend 
the National Congress meeting and to be present for the 
election of the National Board under President Michael 
Boolsen. I presented a plaque to President Boolsen to mark 
the anniversary at Congress banquet. I was happy to be able 
to address the Delegates and make a suitable presentation 
on behalf of Section Ireland and was pleased to be in the 
company of Brendan Matthews, Secretary, Region 4, who 
attended in a private capacity. 

19th May - Passing Out Parade - Garda 
College. 

It was great to attend the first Passing Out Parade for 
Attested Gardai in over two years. As usual it was a great 
celebration for the members attested, their families, and 
the College Staff who do such an excellent job in preparing 
members for taking on the role of a Garda. Congratulations 
to all the prize winners and in particular Eoin O’Connor from 
Tullamore who was awarded the IPA Scholarship Award 

26th to 29th May - Northern European 
Forum,(NEF) Tallinn, Estonia. 
I represented Section Ireland at the first NEF meeting in 
Tallinn in 2019 pre covid. Presidents from 21 sections were 
gathered to discuss a full agenda that focused on resumption 
of IPA activity after the two-year covid dominated period. 
Principal amongst this agenda were our junior members, 
Ukraine and World Congress 2022. 

Each President reported on progress in their own Sections. 
On behalf of Section Ireland, I reported on National Congress 

2022, Membership, IPA accommodation, Developmental 
progress with regard to junior members and the Centenary 
Celebrations of An Garda Síochána. .

National Executive meetings

NEC meetings were held regularly, on a monthly basis both 
virtual and in person. A special Pre National Congress 
meeting was held in early March to finalise preparation 
matters for Congress. Meetings of the Conference 
Arrangements Committee in preparation for National 
Congress on 22nd / 23rd April 2022 were attended by the 
Host Regional Committee, Region Meath, and NEC members, 
Donal Sweeney, Damian Crummey and Declan O’Byrne. 

PRESIDENT’S DIARY
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Welcome Brian O’Dea/ IPA Charity Match

I am delighted to have joined the sta�  at IPA O�  ce having been a 
volunteer for well over 30 years. I took up my position in April 2022 
following my Retirement from An Garda Síochána.

I see this as a wonderful opportunity and am delighted to become part of the energetic 
IPA team in the IPA House and O�  ce in Dublin.

I would especially like to express my gratitude to Secretary General, Carlo Gri�  n, the 
NEC, and to my colleagues Aine Crummey and Patricia Darby for all their assistance 
and support. It is something I really appreciate and value. I had a long career in An 
Garda Síochána in many roles. I hope the experience gained will bene� t IPA.
 
I hope to make a positive contribution to the IPA Team. I look forward to speaking with 
and assisting many IPA members in person, on the phone and through email.

Servo Per Amikeco

Brian O’ Dea

IPA Region 4 – DMR North held a charity football match on 1st June 2022 in Balbriggan. It saw Local Gardai 
play Balbriggan Locals, all in aid of Little Blue Heroes, an official charity of IPA Ireland. Results were 5-3 to 
the Gardai, on penalties. So far, the event has raised €1,300. Region 4 sponsored water and fruit for our 
members. Region 4 also ran a raffle for Bloom in the Park tickets. Due to Covid, it’s back up and running 
which is great to see. There was a huge response from Region 4 members, with eight (8) winners: 

Welcome to Brian O’Dea

I PA  R E G I O N  4  C H A R I T Y  M ATC H

Fiona Savidge - Ballymun

Patrick Lynch - Clontarf

Leo Birmingham – (Retired)

Mairead Lane - Coolock

Kate Brennan - Balbriggan

Brendan Keane - Balbriggan

Jacinta Harley – (Retired)

Servo Per Amiceko

Brendan Matthews
Chairperson
IPA Region 4 DMR North
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IPA Aran Event

The weather Gods were certainly active in the West for the annual IPA Aran Event, ran by IPA Region 29 Galway, which took place 
from 6th to 8th July 2022. This year’s event was another success, with visitors from Northern Ireland, Austria and Germany 
joining this family oriented event, with €800 raised for the IPA Laura Fund and Little Blue Heroes, some of whom were in Aran 
enjoying the event. Well done to International Treasurer Michael Walsh and his Regional colleagues. 

Well done to International Treasurer Michael Walsh and his Regional colleagues.

IPA Journal  |  Summer 2022 11



AS POLICE MEMBERS WE ALL HAVE THAT INSTINCTIVE DESIRE TO HELP PEOPLE WHO ARE IN NEED. WHEN WE GO TO WORK IT IS 

WITH THE EXPECTATION THAT IN SOME SMALL WAY SOMETHING THAT WE DO THAT DAY WILL RESULT IN MAKING A LIFE BETTER, 

OR INDEED SAVE A LIFE OF SOMEONE WHO PROBABLY STARTED THEIR DAY IN JUST THE SAME WAY AS WE DID. WHEN IPA MEMBER 

D/GARDA KEN MCGREEVEY WAS SITTING AT HOME WATCHING THE IMAGES OF PEOPLE IN DISTRESS AND BEING INJURED IN 

UKRAINE, HIS POLICE AND HUMAN INSTINCT OF WANTING TO HELP COMPELLED HIM TO FIND A WAY TO DO JUST THAT – 

BRING MUCH NEEDED SUPPLIES TO THE UKRAINIAN FRONTLINE. 

IPA members of An Garda Síochána (AGS) 

started to come together with off ers 

of help. It was clear that the venture had 

support within AGS. This support would 

be important as it allowed the organisers 

concentrate on the logistical element - how 

exactly were they going to get the convoy to 

its destination and back home, over 9 days 

of travel, without incident or injury. Vehicles 

were sourced and there were no end of 

volunteers who were willing to travel. 

 In any big adventure, it’s not about the 

destination, but the journey and the people 

who accompany you. Amongst the crews 

were suitably qualifi ed drivers, medial fi rst 

aiders, logistics crew, mechanics (thanks to 

AA Ireland) and most importantly, everyone 

was committed to helping out on the long 

drive ahead. A network of members in AGS 

assembled to discuss the plan, including 

those willing to help at home in the days and 

hours prior to departure. Everything had been 

organised and with the €5 million in medical 

aid assembled, it was time to do the maths 

and work out the daily travel plan. 

The knowledge of the local police in each 

of the regions along the journey would 

prove invaluable. This was where the IPA 

network of members across Europe came 

into action. IPA member Damian Crummey, 

a member of the National Executive 

Committee (NEC) of Section Ireland, and 

brother in law to Ken, reached out to the 

various regional IPA members on the route 

seeking their advice, in particular given the 

important cargo on board. 

The response was amazing, going beyond 

mere advice, with lodgings, food and 

hospitality provided. Like old friends with 

an opportunity to meet up, there was no 

question of us not resting up at their Police 

Stations, training HQs or local hotels, under 

their protection. This IPA network of service 

through friendship rose to the occasion and no 

doubt contributed to the success of the venture. 

Having travelled from Dublin and 

through France, the convoy arrived into 

Belgium, overnighting at the Belgian 

Police Training College. IPA Section 

Belgium President Urbain De Vuyst 

Blue Aid Ukraine 

Blue Aid
Ukraine Darren

Martin
BL, LLM, MSc, BCL, BA

Ken with a polish colleague

Ken and Kai with some Policja colleagues
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Blue Aid
Ukraine Darren

Martin
BL, LLM, MSc, BCL, BA

Ken with a polish colleague

Ken and Kai with some Policja colleagues arranged breakfast at their regional police 

headquarters, and made a presentation to the 

Group. Next the long drive to Poland, where 

IPA Ireland member D/Garda Kai Koziarowski 

had been off ered the hospitality of the local 

IPA Poland branch in the town of Zgorzelec. 

The police station once again provided the 

security for the precious cargo for the night. 

IPA Poland provided accommodation and food 

in their local Station. After a few hours sleep 

we were hosted by the Chief of the Police for 

that region, who invited the members to his 

Headquarters before we departed. One of the 

Polish police offi  cers escorting the convoy 

that day was IPA member Radoslaw Kozial, 

who had been on secondment with AGS as 

part of his training in the Polish police. 

Day four had us entering Slovakia and 

delivering our precious cargo. The heavy 

snow overnight had made many of the routes 

impassable for our vehicles. Thankfully our 

polish police escort brought us through the 

heavy traffi  c on the motorway in safety. As 

we crossed the border into Slovakia, our 

IPA colleagues were once again waiting. 

We arrived on time at our destination and 

offl  oaded our cargo. We were hosted at a 

local restaurant where we met some of our 

IPA friends from the local police station. 

With an exchange of IPA badges from both 

branches we were on the road once again, 

resting that night in Bratislava before the 

long journey home. 

The return trip was also eventful, with 

meetings and presentations from our 

IPA colleagues in Bratislava, Goppingen 

in Germany, where we met IPA Germany 

President Mr. Oliver Hoff mann, and in France 

before our sail home. We sat and discussed ‘the 

Job’ in our jurisdictions. Badges are diff erent 

but the job is the same all around the world 

that’s for sure. The overnight ferry saw many 

tired and weary members gather in the lounge 

to relax. The seas were high as were our spirits. 

We had traveled 4,750km across Europe and 

made many friends along the way. 

The trip was the brainchild of D/Garda Ken 

McGreevey who brought us all together. 

Each IPA member brought their own 

skillset and spirit of friendship to make it 

all possible. The venture surely marks the 

continued success and importance of IPA 

across the globe. 

Blue Aid Ukraine 

Everything had 

been organised 

and with the €5 

million in medical 

aid assembled, it 

was time to do the 

maths and work out 

the daily travel plan.

The Group in Poland whilst on route to Slovakia

Blue Aid VansKen with a polish colleague
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SECTION IRELAND HAS OPERATED A VERY SUCCESSFUL POLICE EXCHANGE PROGRAMME WITH SECTION POLAND FOR MANY 
YEARS, WITH TWO (2) SERVING IPA MEMBERS OF AN GARDA SÍOCHÁNA TRAVELLING TO A POLISH CITY FOR A TWO (2) WEEK 
PLACEMENT WITH OPERATIONAL POLICJA UNITS. THIS IS RECIPROCATED WITH TWO (2) SERVING IPA MEMBERS OF SECTION 
POLAND SPENDING A SIMILAR PERIOD WITH GARDA UNITS, PRIMARILY IN DUBLIN. THE PROGRAMME HAS ARGUABLY 
BENEFITED BOTH THE SUCCESSFUL APPLICANTS AND AN GARDA SÍOCHÁNA, WITH MEMBERS EXPOSED TO DIFFERING 
POLICING METHODS, EXCHANGING EXPERIENCES, AND NO DOUBT STRENGTHENING THE BONDS BETWEEN BOTH SERVICES.

If you came out of the Garda College 
in the last few years, you will have 

seen our Section Norway colleagues 
attend there as part of a College 
Exchange Programme, facilitated by 
IPA. The placement of IPA members 
from Germany in Ireland is perhaps 
not as well known or advertised. 
Each year many German students 
studying to become Police O�  cers 
are placed with Garda units, again 
primarily in Dublin. Apart from o�  cial 
photographs, our visiting colleagues 
attend in plainclothes and the feedback 
from all involved is always positive. I 
have organised the programmes for 
some of these visits and I have always 
wondered if we could send some 
‘mules’ to Germany in return!

 An Garda Síochána, as Ireland’s national 
police and security service, is expanding 
its presence across the World, with Garda 
Liaison O�  cers (GLOs) now posted to a 
number of European capitals, Washington 
DC, Bogota, and with reported plans to 
spread into Asia and the Middle East. It is 
certainly prudent then that Section Ireland 
should aim to mirror this by supporting 
one of the key components of IPA 
activity – the promotion of international 
cooperation in the professional � eld.

With that in mind, in June 2022, Secretary 
General, Carlo Gri�  n, and I travelled 
to Bonn, in the German State of North 
Rhine-Westphalia, at the kind invitation 
of the IPA Bonn Committee, chaired 
by Mr. Gerd Mainzer, formerly of Bonn 
Police. Carlo and I had the pleasure of 
welcoming Gerd’s son Simon to Dublin a 
few years back, when he participated in 

the current Exchange Programme. Our 
mission was simple – lay the foundation 
for a formal IPA Section Ireland and IPA 
Bonn Police Exchange Programme, which, 
subject to the approval of the National 
Executive Committee (NEC) and the Garda 
Commissioner, will see two (2) serving 
IPA members of An Garda Síochána travel 
to Bonn, with two (2) Polizei colleagues 
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I have been a member of the IPA for just 
over 20 years now, and I have had the 
privilege of spending some time with 
police colleagues in many countries, in 
both a professional and social capacity. 
One thing never changes – police officers 
around the world pretty much face the 
same challenges and despite language 
barriers, somehow always find a way to 
share a war story, with plenty humour, 
and of course the odd moan. However, 
I have always been humbled by the 
genuine dedication of our colleagues to 
this noble profession, a difficult job in 
many places, but certainly made all the 
easier by the friendships which exist 
because of IPA.

travelling to Ireland, placed with a host 
Garda Division, and supported by the local 
IPA Region.

It was clear that IPA is well regarded in the 
Bonn Police. Carlo and I had every door 
opened to us, held meetings with senior 
Police representatives, Heads of specialist 
Sections, and of course the very active 
and innovative IPA Bonn Region. Our trip 
also took the form of a mini exchange, 
with tours of various Bonn Police units, 
demonstrations of equipment, and of 
course the obligatory job comparisons 
and war stories, with the aid of some 
local lubrication. Gerd, Simon and their 
IPA and Polizei colleagues looked a� er us 
very well. We were shown so much of this 
beautiful region with a fascinating history, 
great food and wine, and of course a very 
welcoming people. 

It is hoped that this programme, if 
approved, will be rotated across the IPA 
Regions in Ireland, in particular those 
with IPA Accommodation to host our 
German colleagues, such as Cork, Killarney, 
Wexford, Galway, and Sligo. The key to the 
success of this initiative will be a well-
functioning active local IPA Region. Many 
of our members have travelled to the UK, 
the United States, Canada, Australia and 
across Europe participating in professional 
International Police Seminars and Training 
Programmes. I strongly believe that more 
of this type of activity will help Section 
Ireland attract and retain serving members, 
helping to develop their skillset, assist in 
career progression, and of course provide 
opportunities for friendship.

Visit to IPA Bonn, Germany
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On the 22nd and 23rd April 2022, 
Region Meath hosted National 

Congress 2022 and Chairman Owen 
Ganley and his team pulled out all the 
stops to assist Social and Hobbies Of-
ficer Donal Sweeney guarantee a very 
successful Congress

DELEGATES
Regions were represented by two 
delegates. There were apologies from 
Regions Limerick, Cork West and the 
Garda College, which, due to unforeseen 
circumstances, could not attend. The 
National Executive Committee was well 
represented with apologies from Editor 
Joe Lynch and Immediate Past President, 
Denis Dunne.

SPECIAL GUESTS
National Congress was delighted to 
welcome:

 » Mr. Einar Gudberg Jónsson Vice 
President of the IEB and Chair of the 
IEB External Relations Commission;

 »  Mr. Michael Walsh, 
International Treasurer, IEB;

 » Ms. Deirdre Mahony, 
Chair of Region 2, Section UK;

 » Ms. Morag O’Kane, Chair Belfast 
Branch of Region 2, Section UK;

Apologies were received from International 
President, Pierre-Martin Moulin and 
Section UK President, Clive Wood.

OFFICIAL OPENING - 
COMMISSIONER DREW HARRIS
National Congress opened with the 
usual housekeeping issues and at 
3pm Commissioner Drew Harris was 
welcomed to Congress with a standing 
ovation. President Conor O’Higgins 
welcomed Commissioner Harris and 
referred to 2022, the special year in the 
history of An Garda Síochána, celebrating 
100 years of sterling service to the 
Nation. The President made reference in 
particular to the challenges faced by the 
founders of the Force, taking control of 

policing in a very hostile period of our 
history, in 1,600 stations throughout the 
country.

In his speech, Commissioner Harris 
covered the history of the Force, 
the development of the Force to its 
current state, and he remembered 
those members who paid the ultimate 
sacrifi ce in the protection of the State, 
highlighting the successes experienced 
in every aspect of policing since the 
formation of An Garda Síochána. 

Commissioner Harris then spoke 
about the excellent work being done 
by IPA Ireland in the services provided 
to the membership and the continued 
cooperation between An Garda Síochána 
and IPA in areas of mutual interest.

President O’Higgins presented 
Commissioner Harris with a hard-bound 
copy of the Special Edition of the IPA 
Journal, commemorating the 100th 

National Congress

National 
Congress

President presents Special Edition of the IPA Journal to a group of international guests who took part in Friendship Week

Vice President, Declan O’Byrne, Brendan O’Leary, St Paul’s Garda Credit Union, Chief Superintendent Colette Quinn, Chief 

Superintendents’ Association, President, Matt Givens, GSRMA and Superintendent Martin Creighton, Superintendents Association

President presents a plaque to Michael Walsh in recognition 

of his election to the International Executive Board with 

Caroline and family

anniversary of An Garda Síochána, to mark his attendance 
at National Congress 2022.

Commissioner Harris greeted the delegates and stood 
in for photos with special guests and most of those in 
attendance including the outgoing NEC.

BUSINESS OF NATIONAL CONGRESS
National Congress opened with an address by the 
President and each member of the NEC reported on 
their respective portfolios. Delegates were invited to ask 
questions or commenton each report. All NEC reports and 
reports submitted by Regions were offi  cially adopted by 
Congress. Members of the IPA Hill Walking, Pistol, Motor 
cycle and Cycle Clubs reported on the activities of each 
Club and received a generous thank you from all delegates 
for the success of each club.

MOTIONS TO NATIONAL CONGRESS
Seven (7) motions were on the agenda for discussion:
Motions submitted by NEC related to the change in 
schedules to allow for

 » The adoption of Little Blue Heroes as an IPA Cause;
 » Motion in relation to NEC members not being employed 

in a paid capacity.
 » Motions from the Regions included:
 » A rule change in relation to extending membership 

to Retired Reserve Gardai with a minimum of 
10 years service;

 » A schedule change in relation to accepting offi  cial 
documentation by email;

 » An examination of changes to the IPA Retirement Piece;
 » The establishment of a National Email Database;
 » The inclusion of female members in a National 

Soccer Tournament

HONORARY LIFE MEMBERSHIP
National Congress voted unanimously to bestow Honorary 
Life Membership (HLM) on Vice Chair of Laois/Off aly 
Region, Mr. John Hopkins. President Conor O’Higgins 
outlined to Congress the contribution made by John to IPA 
in Laois/Off aly Region over many years, his contribution, 
assisted by many others, in ensuring IPA continues to 
be vibrant in his Region, his organisation of the Ned Joy 
Annual Golf Competition, and in particular his continued 
support of the junior membership within the Region. John 
was presented with the HLM Lapel Pin by the President 
and the Scroll of Honour by Secretary General, Carlo 
Griffi  n, Chair of Laois/Off aly Regional Committee.

SPECIAL EDITION OF CENTENARY CELEBRATION 
IPA JOURNAL
To mark the 100th anniversary of the formation of An 
Garda Síochána, a Special Edition of the IPA Journal was 
launched at National Congress. Unfortunately, Editor Joe 
Lynch was unable to attend and share in the launch of what 
is an excellent historical magazine. The great work put into 
his fi nal publication as Editor received great acclamation 
from all present and is a fi tting end to Joe’s many years 
of exceptional service to IPA. President Conor O’Higgins 
invited Former President, Billy Saunderson, to jointly 
launch the Special Edition.

National Congress 

National Treasurer, Damian Crummey, reported to 
National Congress on the Relief Mission Convoy that 
travelled to Ukraine with €5 Million worth of relief aid 
including three generators.

 A group of 24 serving members and one retired member 
(all IPA members) travelled in 12 trucks across Europe 
and were assisted by IPA Colleagues in France, Belgium, 
Germany, Poland and Slovakia. The mission was a joint 
Garda/IPA one and succeeded in the safe delivery of 
valuable aid to Ukraine. 

National Congress showed its appreciation to the group with 
a prolonged standing ovation at the end of Damian’s report.John Hopkins receives Scroll of Honour from Secretary General, Carlo Griffin

The Commissioner with Chair Region 2, Section UK, Deirdre Mahony and 

Morag O’Kane, Chair Belfast Branch
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referred to 2022, the special year in the 
history of An Garda Síochána, celebrating 
100 years of sterling service to the 
Nation. The President made reference in 
particular to the challenges faced by the 
founders of the Force, taking control of 

policing in a very hostile period of our 
history, in 1,600 stations throughout the 
country.

In his speech, Commissioner Harris 
covered the history of the Force, 
the development of the Force to its 
current state, and he remembered 
those members who paid the ultimate 
sacrifi ce in the protection of the State, 
highlighting the successes experienced 
in every aspect of policing since the 
formation of An Garda Síochána. 

Commissioner Harris then spoke 
about the excellent work being done 
by IPA Ireland in the services provided 
to the membership and the continued 
cooperation between An Garda Síochána 
and IPA in areas of mutual interest.

President O’Higgins presented 
Commissioner Harris with a hard-bound 
copy of the Special Edition of the IPA 
Journal, commemorating the 100th 

National Congress

National 
Congress

President presents Special Edition of the IPA Journal to a group of international guests who took part in Friendship Week

Vice President, Declan O’Byrne, Brendan O’Leary, St Paul’s Garda Credit Union, Chief Superintendent Colette Quinn, Chief 

Superintendents’ Association, President, Matt Givens, GSRMA and Superintendent Martin Creighton, Superintendents Association

President presents a plaque to Michael Walsh in recognition 

of his election to the International Executive Board with 

Caroline and family

anniversary of An Garda Síochána, to mark his attendance 
at National Congress 2022.

Commissioner Harris greeted the delegates and stood 
in for photos with special guests and most of those in 
attendance including the outgoing NEC.

BUSINESS OF NATIONAL CONGRESS
National Congress opened with an address by the 
President and each member of the NEC reported on 
their respective portfolios. Delegates were invited to ask 
questions or commenton each report. All NEC reports and 
reports submitted by Regions were offi  cially adopted by 
Congress. Members of the IPA Hill Walking, Pistol, Motor 
cycle and Cycle Clubs reported on the activities of each 
Club and received a generous thank you from all delegates 
for the success of each club.

MOTIONS TO NATIONAL CONGRESS
Seven (7) motions were on the agenda for discussion:
Motions submitted by NEC related to the change in 
schedules to allow for

 » The adoption of Little Blue Heroes as an IPA Cause;
 » Motion in relation to NEC members not being employed 

in a paid capacity.
 » Motions from the Regions included:
 » A rule change in relation to extending membership 

to Retired Reserve Gardai with a minimum of 
10 years service;

 » A schedule change in relation to accepting offi  cial 
documentation by email;

 » An examination of changes to the IPA Retirement Piece;
 » The establishment of a National Email Database;
 » The inclusion of female members in a National 

Soccer Tournament

HONORARY LIFE MEMBERSHIP
National Congress voted unanimously to bestow Honorary 
Life Membership (HLM) on Vice Chair of Laois/Off aly 
Region, Mr. John Hopkins. President Conor O’Higgins 
outlined to Congress the contribution made by John to IPA 
in Laois/Off aly Region over many years, his contribution, 
assisted by many others, in ensuring IPA continues to 
be vibrant in his Region, his organisation of the Ned Joy 
Annual Golf Competition, and in particular his continued 
support of the junior membership within the Region. John 
was presented with the HLM Lapel Pin by the President 
and the Scroll of Honour by Secretary General, Carlo 
Griffi  n, Chair of Laois/Off aly Regional Committee.

SPECIAL EDITION OF CENTENARY CELEBRATION 
IPA JOURNAL
To mark the 100th anniversary of the formation of An 
Garda Síochána, a Special Edition of the IPA Journal was 
launched at National Congress. Unfortunately, Editor Joe 
Lynch was unable to attend and share in the launch of what 
is an excellent historical magazine. The great work put into 
his fi nal publication as Editor received great acclamation 
from all present and is a fi tting end to Joe’s many years 
of exceptional service to IPA. President Conor O’Higgins 
invited Former President, Billy Saunderson, to jointly 
launch the Special Edition.

National Congress 

National Treasurer, Damian Crummey, reported to 
National Congress on the Relief Mission Convoy that 
travelled to Ukraine with €5 Million worth of relief aid 
including three generators.

 A group of 24 serving members and one retired member 
(all IPA members) travelled in 12 trucks across Europe 
and were assisted by IPA Colleagues in France, Belgium, 
Germany, Poland and Slovakia. The mission was a joint 
Garda/IPA one and succeeded in the safe delivery of 
valuable aid to Ukraine. 

National Congress showed its appreciation to the group with 
a prolonged standing ovation at the end of Damian’s report.John Hopkins receives Scroll of Honour from Secretary General, Carlo Griffin

The Commissioner with Chair Region 2, Section UK, Deirdre Mahony and 

Morag O’Kane, Chair Belfast Branch
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I AM OFTEN ASKED WHAT CAN IPA DO FOR ME? MY ANSWER USUALLY IS WHAT DO YOU WANT IPA TO DO FOR YOU? I KNOW, IT IS AN 
IRISH THING TO ANSWER A QUESTION WITH A QUESTION. THERE ARE MANY THINGS THAT IPA CAN DO FOR MEMBERS OR ASSIST 
THEM WITH BUT IN THIS STORY THE MEMBER DIDN’T LOOK FOR ANY ASSISTANCE, BY SIMPLY BEING A MEMBER AND CARRYING HIS 
MEMBERSHIP CARD ASSISTED HIM IN A WAY HE NEVER EXPECTED. 

This all started when sitting at home one afternoon in May 
of this year. I got a WhatsApp message from a foreign 

number unknown to me. I like nearly everyone in the country 
was initially suspicious. It is not unusual that I would receive 
messages from abroad. As Vice President of IPA Ireland, I get 
a lot of requests for assistance for visits to our country, plus 
occasionally requests from Irish members abroad who have 
run into some difficulty or other and are looking for local help. 
But these usually come via email or Messenger. 

 I opened the message, it was in Italian, but I was able to recognise 
the word “Polizia” I went straight to google translate. The message 
was from Assistente Capo Giorgio Di Fiore who works in San 
Giovanni police station in Rome. He had in his possession a wallet 
belonging to a named Irish citizen but no contact details. He found 
an IPA Card with the name of this member in his wallet and asked if 
I could contact him. Giorgio sent a photograph of the membership 
card with the name of the member and IPA number. 

 Still not sure about this I contacted Patricia in IPA Office and got her 
to check if this man was on our database and if we had a contact 
number for him. Patricia was able to assure me he was a member 
and forwarded his mobile number and email. My first thing to do 
was see if he was on holiday in Rome. Unfortunately, I had no luck in 
contacting him. In the meantime, I asked Assistente Capo Giorgio 
Di Fiore for his contact details, and I asked how he contacted me 
in relation to this. He forwarded me his details and told me he had 
googled and facebooked IPA Ireland. 
 
Having failed to contact the member by mobile I remembered 
that Patricia in the IPA Office told me he was stationed in Cork. So, 
I telephoned Anglesea Street Garda Station and the Garda that 
answered told me she knew this man and that he had recently retired, 
she did not have a contact number for him, but she could put me 
through to the unit he worked with, and they may be of assistance. 
Sure enough Sergeant Davis in the office did have contact details 
for him but like me was unable to contact him. The Sergeant did know 
his brother was also a member of An Garda Síochána and he would 
call him as he may have a way to contact his brother abroad. Within 
minutes the message was passed to the IPA member, John Lehane, 
that his wallet had been found and was in the police station. My first 
call from Giorgio was at 15:15 and he contacted me at 16:23 to say that 
John Lehane had been in contact with him and that he had arranged 

to collect his wallet the next morning at the police station. 
 All praise to Assistente Capo Giorgio Di Fiore who was anxious to 
have the wallet returned to its owner as it was obvious that this 
person was on holiday. He made all the enquiries locally but his 
quick thinking and actions, with the assistance of IPA in Ireland and 
the Gardaí in Cork, had the wallet back in the hands of the owner 
in no time at all. I subsequently received a call from John Lehane to 
thank me for the message. He told me it was a great relief that it was 
found as it was a worry and inconvenience when it was taken in the 
subway. He contacted me again when he recovered the wallet and 
was relieved that everything was still in it. So, if you wonder what the 
IPA can do for you, just by having your IPA card can assist you without 
even asking. 

After successfully reuniting John with his wallet, I got chatting to 
Giorgio Di Fiore on WhatsApp. He told me he had lived in Malahide 
in Dublin for 6 years in the early 2000s and worked in Ballymount 
in Dublin for an engineering firm. He was also a member of Dublin 
Civil Defence when in Dublin. His late uncle Mario Di Fiore was a 
member of Victim Support in Dublin and he also has relatives living 
in Enniscorthy. 

He is very proud of his involvement of the Civil Defence and sent me 
photos of him with his Civil Defence helmet.

He was not aware of the International Police Association before 
this, so I sent him the contact details of IPA Italia. We may have 
added to our membership in Italy

The lost wallet and the IPA Membership Card

The Lost Wallet 
& The IPA 
Membership Card
by Declan O’ Byrne
Vice President, IPA Ireland
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Arcee Cain, President, Region 4, IPA Section USA was there to lead us from house to house as we 

followed him and his fellow members to the beat of the Chicago Fire and Police Pipe Band.

IPA NATIONAL GROUP 
TOUR TO CHICAGO
 
10th to 15th MARCH, 2022

WE ARE NOW FULLY RECOVERED FROM OUR WONDERFUL TRIP TO CHICAGO…AND WHAT A TRIP IT TURNED OUT 
TO BE. WE GATHERED FROM ALL CORNERS OF IRELAND IN DUBLIN AIRPORT ON THE MORNING OF THURSDAY, 
10TH MARCH 2022, SOME FAMILIAR FACES, SOME NEW FACES. HOW GOOD IT WAS TO TRAVEL AGAIN! THERE WAS 
CELEBRATION AND EXCITEMENT IN THE AIR.
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On arrival at Chicago O’Hare Airport, 
we were greeted by a smiling 

representative from the Emerald 
Society holding a banner welcoming 
us to Chicago. On then to find Daniel 
Kearns, who was organising the escort 
for the group. What a buzz that turned 
out to be…a fleet of 13 Black SUV’s with 
Police Escort into town. One driver said 
he felt he was taking part in a movie and 
he was so thrilled to drive through red 
lights encouraged by the Police.

The Manageress in the Hotel reported that 
she had calls and queries as to what VIPs 
were staying in the Hotel. 

We had a “Meet and Greet” with IPA USA 
and the Emerald Society at the Fraternal 
Order of Police Lodge on the Friday night, 
which was a lovely occasion. We were 
all welcomed with food, drink, and music 
by the Chicago Garda Pipes and Drums. 
The Downtown Parade on Saturday 
was wonderful. The group marched with 
The Emerald Society and the parade 
was followed by a party at the Emerald 
Hall. But who could have predicted the 
events of the Southside Parade on the 
Sunday. It transpires that this is an entire 
neighbourhood event, with backyard 
parties, food, liquor and fun. We marched 
with Rob Moon’s Cook County. Rob is Vice 
President, Region 4, IPA Section USA and 
Rob fed us Pizza on the morning of the 

Parade. Arcee Cain, President, Region 
4, IPA Section USA was there to lead us 
from house to house as we followed him 
and his fellow members to the beat of the 
Chicago Fire and Police Pipe Band. What a 
welcome we received at all those houses 
and especially at Jason Milakovich’s house, 
where we ended up and took root! Many 
songs were sung and even the “Siege of 
Ennis” was performed on the front lawn. 

We were blessed with the weather, and 
although bitterly cold at times, it was dry. 

The group consisted of 59 souls, all of 
whom I believe thoroughly enjoyed every 
moment of the trip. It was a great trip, with 
much socialising, singing and dancing. All 
enjoyed sightseeing, the river cruise and 
shopping in their own time and the group 
met up for farewell drinks on the final 
night. Chicago is a beautiful city with very 
friendly people. 

The Godfrey Hotel, where the Group 
stayed, was excellent and within walking 
distance of many attractions, including the 
Magnificent Mile on Michigan Avenue. 

This trip was months in the planning. A big 
thanks go to all who made it possible on 
the other side of the pond, Mary O’Connor, 
Arcee Cain and Rob Moon, Daniel Kearns 
and Tim Burns, and to Debbie Trainor, 
Emerald Society Photographer.

What a wonderful organisation IPA is...

brothers and sisters the world over. 

Our trip was a memorable one. There 

was a great mixture of people and we 

all hold our own special memories, 

together with many photos and videos. 

Well done Chicago, you did us proud. 

Yours in friendship 
Ann. 
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I recently travelled to Germany 
with my 2 teens. We travelled 

with Ryanair from Knock Airport to 
Cologne-Bonn Airport, Germany. 
From here, we took the bus (SB60 
line) (surcharge €3.50 adult, €1.70 
child with Bahn Ticket) to Bonn 
Hauptbahnhof (Main Train Station). 
We walked 10 minutes to the Police 
Station in Bonn, there was also 
a bus and tram to get here, but 
walking was faster! This is where 
we would stay. The accommodation 
was bedsit style, located on the 
fi rst fl oor of the Police Station. The 
room had 2 single beds, (which we 
pushed together to accommodate 
the 3 of us) sitting area, microwave, 
fridge, coffee machine and TV (no 
Wifi !). There was a private shower 
room and toilets located across the 
hall. We were greeted by the Station 
Orderly, who showed us to our 
room. We were given a key of this 
and the shower room.

GETTING AROUND
Prior to departing Ireland, I had bought 
our Train-Bahn Tickets online. The 
German transport operator, Deutsche 
Bahn, DB.de, have an infl ation buster 
offer running for the summer months, 
June, July and August, which gives the 
holder unlimited travel on all means 
of transport, Train, Bus, Tram, except 
the super-fast ICE (Inter City Express), 
all for just €9, valid for one calendar 
month. An easy to navigate DB app 
helped throughout our stay.

PHANTASIALAND-THEME PARK 
IN BRUHL
The following morning we took off 
to the HauptBahnhof Bonn Train 
Station and headed to Phantasialand, 
a decent theme park with 8 epic 
roller coasters. There was a shuttle 
bus from Bruhl train station, (€3pp). 
Tickets for Phantasialand need to be 
pre-ordered online. Lots to do for the 
day, very enjoyable. We went on a 
Friday which was not busy as school 
was still running. There were literally 
no queues for any of the rides except 
for the FLY, where there was about 
a 5 minute wait. There was also a 
beautiful Schloss (Castle) outside the 
train station in Bruhl.

IPA MEMBER-GERMAN 
COUNTERPART- ULI
The following morning we met Uli, an 
IPA member and point of contact when 
booking the IPA Bonn Apartment. Uli 
gave us a tour of beautiful Bonn, which 
is often overshadowed by its popular 
neighbour Koln or Cologne. He also 
gave us a tour of the Police Station 
and we got an opportunity to sit into 
a Police Car, front seat not the cage 
on this occasion! He showed us the 
different equipment they use in more 
urgent situations, very interesting 
to see how other Police Forces are 
equipped to deal with emergency 
situations. Uli also gifted us a Bonn 
Polizei collectors patch. The IPA is 
like having a Pen Pal you never wrote 
to, but now through the Magic of the 

GUTEN TAG!! WANT AN ALTERNATIVE TO EXPENSIVE IRISH HOTELS? HOW ABOUT HOPING ON A PLANE AND 
STAYING WITH IPA BONN GERMANY. HOW ABOUT 3 NIGHTS, FLIGHTS AND ACCOMMODATION FOR 3 PERSONS, 
COSTING LESS THAN 1 NIGHT IN IRISH HOTEL? HOW IS THIS POSSIBLE? 

Sharon
Barron
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IPA, email and travel, we really did 
become friends from this experience. 
The Bonn apartment is a great little 
hidden gem, if you’re not too fussy 
and just want a clean bed. It is also 
the safest place in the city to be! An 
IPA membership card was required 
to book the IPA Bonn Apartment. At 
just €10 per person per night and €10 
for cleaning at the end of the stay, 
this has to be the cheapest foreign 
holiday I’ve ever had.

KOLN/COLOGNE
We then ventured to Koln, which 
was heaving with tourists, therefore 
more pick pockets. There we took in 
the Lindt Chocolate Museum, and 
strolled up from here to the famous 
Koln Kennedy Bridge. From here 
you can see the backdrop that is the 
awe inspiring sheer mass of the Koln 
Cathedral. It is free to walk in and 
explore, but there are also guided 
tours with language headsets for a 
price. The Koln Main Train Station is 
right beside Koln Cathedral. From 
here we took a DART like train to 
Aqualand pool and spa, which is about 
20 minutes north of Koln. Aqualand 
is a large water park with indoor 
and outdoor pools, 8 water slides, 
and one in particular, if you’re brave 
enough. You stand into a chute, the 
door closes, the fl oor drops, you are 
screaming for 15 seconds and then 
you’re out, having free fallen and 
launched upwards with the speed. 
Needless to say I only did this once, 

while the kids laughed at me as I 
nearly died from fright screaming!

FOOD/DRINK
Other highlights were the Haribo 
factory shop in Bonn, where Haribo 
originated when founder Han Riegel, 
took the fi rst two letters of his name 
and put them with fi rst two letters 
of Bonn, you get Haribo! We may 
have bought a lot of gummi bears 
here, which were quite cheap, just 
be mindful of your weight allowance, 
if not eaten before that! English is 
widely spoken here, with English 
options available at restaurants, more 
so in Koln, and duel instructions on 
signs. A few basic words of German 
does help, although not essential. 
Many Germans are very happy to 
practice their English with you. 

Eating out in restaurants costs similar 
to here, alcohol was cheaper and even 
more so in the supermarket - a bottle 
of wine for €2.50 anyone? There were 
also a lot of McDonalds, for something 
quick. The self-service screen had 
an English menu option. You won’t 
go hungry or thirsty. On every street 
you will fi nd somewhere that will be 
serving schnitzel und bier!

I would defi nitely return here. It 
was easy to navigate and there is 
plenty to see and do. There are 
wonderful sights to behold along 
the Rhein, including daily boat trips 
with dinner options, an enchanting 
Castle Town at Konigswinter, 
where sits a castle overlooking 
the town, accessed via a funicular 
railway. Bonn was more relaxed 
and had less tourists than Cologne, 
both equally enthralling to explore. 

Bonn-Soir!

Price Breakdown 3 Nights BONN

Ryanair Return Flight Knock-Cologne Bon €30 pp

IPA Accommodation €10 per night & €10 cleaning charge

Airport Car Park €26

Deutsche Bahn Rail Tickets €9 pp

Phantasialand €57 day ticket

Aqualand €25 day ticket (cheaper for 4hr and 2hr options)

€187 total for myself
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GENESIS IS A SUBSIDIARY OF THE HYUNDAI CORPORATION, THE KOREAN CONGLOMERATE THE MAKES HYUNDAI 
AND KIA CARS. A NEW NAME IN EUROPE, GENESIS HAS BEEN IN NORTH AMERICA FOR OVER A DOZEN YEARS. 
FOLLOWING THE SUCCESSFUL EXAMPLE SET BY TOYOTA IN THE 1980S WITH LEXUS, IN 2004 HYUNDAI MOTOR 
DECIDED THAT IT TOO WOULD CREATE A LUCRATIVE UPMARKET BRAND: A SERIES OF CARS UNDER THE NAME 
HYUNDAI-GENESIS WAS DEVELOPED, AND FROM 2015 REFERENCES TO HYUNDAI WERE DROPPED AND THE 
NAME GENESIS WAS ESTABLISHED IN ITS OWN RIGHT. THE RANGE NOW OFFERED IN EUROPE IS SIMPLER THAN 
THAT AVAILABLE ON THE US MARKET, COMPRISING MEDIUM AND LARGE SUVS AND A SLEEK AUDI A6-SIZE 
EXECUTIVE SALOON. THE CHOICE OF ENGINES IS LIMITED TOO, THE SUVS HAVING FOUR-CYLINDER DIESEL OR 
PETROL ENGINES AND THE SALOON A FOUR-CYLINDER PETROL. GENESIS HAS RELEASED ELECTRIC VERSIONS IN 
ITS HOME MARKET, BUT THESE ARE UNLIKELY TO REACH OUR SHORES UNTIL LATE 2022

The car tested here is the 
smaller SUV, the GV70 which 

uses Hyundai’s 2.2 diesel. In 
fact there is nothing particularly 
small about this Genesis which 
is comparable in size with rivals 
BMW X3 or Audi’s Q5 and even 
resembles them, although with 
the safety constraints imposed on 
automotive stylists it is quite an 
art to make an SUV stand out from 
the herd. The Genesis achieves its 
visual distinction by having a vast 
slotted and chromed Chrysler-like 
radiator grille which does tend to 
attract attention. 

The GV70’s cabin is spacious and well 
fi nished: few plastics are used – most 
surfaces trimmed in the same leather as 
the seats. Even the large centre spoke of 
the steering wheel is leather. The effect 
is luxurious, but oriented unsurprisingly 
towards American rather than European 
tastes. Virtual instruments have 
analogue dials for speedometer and 
rev counter and the central touchscreen, 
although too far from the driving seat 
to touch, is effi ciently controlled by a 
round knob on the transmission tunnel. 
If this is a deliberate move towards 
improved safety, we applaud it: trying to 
poke the correct icon of 36 possibilities 

while driving a car and without taking 
one’s eyes off the road is certainly 
impossible. The rush inspired by 
electric cars designed by software 
rather than automotive engineers, 
to turn virtually all controls into 
touchscreens, has been a triumph of 
fashion over practicality, applauded 
by the cost accountants who no 
doubt applaud the savings over 
conventional controls. 
Fortunately, the tactile importance of 
knobs and switches is now recognised, 
especially for such controls as radio, 
lights and fans, and they are making 
a modest return. 

Kieron
Fennelly

Genesis 
GV70

Motor Review: Genesis GV70

The Genesis’s boot is substantial and the self-lifting tailgate 
is typical of the GV70’s generous specifi cation. The carpeted 
fl oor is quite high and underneath, in the absence of a 
spare wheel, is a signifi cant amount of unused space. This 
presumably will be taken up by batteries when the electric 
version arrives. 
The driving position is commanding – the driver sits high like 
a Land Rover and visibility to the front and sides is good. A 
reversing camera provides panoramic views of the rear. The 
electric seat has several adjustments, fi nding a comfortable 
position takes a moment; some initial acquaintance with 
the touch screen settings is also advisable. Its rotary knob 
does however fall easily to hand although it is a little too 
close to the very similar transmission selector and it is easy 
to reach for the wrong one. The engine fi res on a button and 
settles into a well-insulated idle. Four-cylinder diesels were 
once crude-sounding, raucous affairs, but they have been 
refi ned massively in recent years and this Hyundai unit is 
impressively self-effacing, transmitting almost no vibration 
to the cabin. It is noticeable only if the driver revs the 
engine hard which with diesels is rarely necessary. Indeed, 
underway, the Genesis proves to be more refi ned than you 
might expect. Road and tyre noise is well suppressed and 
the cabin feels quite serene. Yet this is not at the expense of 
handling. Clearly the chassis engineers have been at work, 
because the Genesis corners with minimum roll, the ride is 
reassuringly fi rm and body control is remarkable for such a 
high, heavy vehicle. The big seats are comfortable, but the 
lack of lateral support is a clue that this car was conceived 
primarily for an American market. The steering is fairly direct 
and nicely weighted and as with the ride, some effort has 
been made here too to confi gure it to European tastes. 

An SUV weighing over two tonnes can hardly have sporting 
pretentions (which does not stop some manufacturers 
making spurious claims) and rather like the Volvo XC 60 
SUV tested last year, the Genesis does not continually seem 
to urge the driver on. This is quite refreshing, making the 
Korean an easy-going and relaxing driving companion, 
which, nevertheless reacts to wider throttle openings with a 
brisk turn of speed. Hyundai’s eight-ratio automatic gearbox 
changes up and down unobtrusively and always seems to 

be in the right gear. Steering wheel paddles allow manual 
override, but nothing is gained and the driver is simply 
interrupting the Genesis’ natural fl ow. The all-wheel-drive 
transmission has a “terrain” mode which lowers gear ratios 
and given its ground clearance, the Genesis could probably 
cope with certain sub-Land Rover conditions, but with its 
low-profi le tyres and sculpted alloy wheels, off-road is not 
its natural habitat. With four passengers, the Genesis will 
weigh almost two-and-a-half tons, but as with the chassis, 
the brakes too have been tailored to the car’s dynamics. 

The company’s advertising makes much play of ‘time’ 
and the notion that the Genesis never ‘wastes’ its owner’s 
time: its’ personal servicing means such humdrum 
matters as maintenance are something the owner never 
needs to thinks about: the company’s agents are in 
contact when a service is due, establish a suitable date 
and collect and return the car, at the same time leaving 
an identical or higher-specifi cation Genesis vehicle at the 
owner’s disposal. 

Engine: diesel 4 cyl 251cc 

Max power: 210PS @3800rpm max torque: 440Nm 
@ 2000rpm 

Transmission: eight-speed automatic/ all-wheel-
drive 

Performance: 0: 62mph: 8.0s max speed 133 mph 

Consumption: 38 mpg (WLTP fi gures) 

Unladen weight: 2040kg 

Availability in Ireland – expected to arrive on these 
shores sometime in 2023 

Guarantee: fi ve years

The Genesis is an impressive contender and competitively priced. It is comfortable, refi ned, has a well-appointed 
cabin and is pleasant if unexciting to drive. By class standards inoffensively styled, except for its slightly gaudy 
grille, it performs as well as anything else in its class and is clearly well-engineered. In the short term, badge 
snobbery should prevent it doing too much damage to the premium European brands. However, twenty years ago, 
few had heard of Hyundai or Kia yet today they outsell Fords, Peugeots and Vauxhalls and those venerable makers 
have been forced to shrink or merge. 
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GENESIS IS A SUBSIDIARY OF THE HYUNDAI CORPORATION, THE KOREAN CONGLOMERATE THE MAKES HYUNDAI 
AND KIA CARS. A NEW NAME IN EUROPE, GENESIS HAS BEEN IN NORTH AMERICA FOR OVER A DOZEN YEARS. 
FOLLOWING THE SUCCESSFUL EXAMPLE SET BY TOYOTA IN THE 1980S WITH LEXUS, IN 2004 HYUNDAI MOTOR 
DECIDED THAT IT TOO WOULD CREATE A LUCRATIVE UPMARKET BRAND: A SERIES OF CARS UNDER THE NAME 
HYUNDAI-GENESIS WAS DEVELOPED, AND FROM 2015 REFERENCES TO HYUNDAI WERE DROPPED AND THE 
NAME GENESIS WAS ESTABLISHED IN ITS OWN RIGHT. THE RANGE NOW OFFERED IN EUROPE IS SIMPLER THAN 
THAT AVAILABLE ON THE US MARKET, COMPRISING MEDIUM AND LARGE SUVS AND A SLEEK AUDI A6-SIZE 
EXECUTIVE SALOON. THE CHOICE OF ENGINES IS LIMITED TOO, THE SUVS HAVING FOUR-CYLINDER DIESEL OR 
PETROL ENGINES AND THE SALOON A FOUR-CYLINDER PETROL. GENESIS HAS RELEASED ELECTRIC VERSIONS IN 
ITS HOME MARKET, BUT THESE ARE UNLIKELY TO REACH OUR SHORES UNTIL LATE 2022

The car tested here is the 
smaller SUV, the GV70 which 

uses Hyundai’s 2.2 diesel. In 
fact there is nothing particularly 
small about this Genesis which 
is comparable in size with rivals 
BMW X3 or Audi’s Q5 and even 
resembles them, although with 
the safety constraints imposed on 
automotive stylists it is quite an 
art to make an SUV stand out from 
the herd. The Genesis achieves its 
visual distinction by having a vast 
slotted and chromed Chrysler-like 
radiator grille which does tend to 
attract attention. 

The GV70’s cabin is spacious and well 
fi nished: few plastics are used – most 
surfaces trimmed in the same leather as 
the seats. Even the large centre spoke of 
the steering wheel is leather. The effect 
is luxurious, but oriented unsurprisingly 
towards American rather than European 
tastes. Virtual instruments have 
analogue dials for speedometer and 
rev counter and the central touchscreen, 
although too far from the driving seat 
to touch, is effi ciently controlled by a 
round knob on the transmission tunnel. 
If this is a deliberate move towards 
improved safety, we applaud it: trying to 
poke the correct icon of 36 possibilities 

while driving a car and without taking 
one’s eyes off the road is certainly 
impossible. The rush inspired by 
electric cars designed by software 
rather than automotive engineers, 
to turn virtually all controls into 
touchscreens, has been a triumph of 
fashion over practicality, applauded 
by the cost accountants who no 
doubt applaud the savings over 
conventional controls. 
Fortunately, the tactile importance of 
knobs and switches is now recognised, 
especially for such controls as radio, 
lights and fans, and they are making 
a modest return. 

Kieron
Fennelly

Genesis 
GV70

Motor Review: Genesis GV70

The Genesis’s boot is substantial and the self-lifting tailgate 
is typical of the GV70’s generous specifi cation. The carpeted 
fl oor is quite high and underneath, in the absence of a 
spare wheel, is a signifi cant amount of unused space. This 
presumably will be taken up by batteries when the electric 
version arrives. 
The driving position is commanding – the driver sits high like 
a Land Rover and visibility to the front and sides is good. A 
reversing camera provides panoramic views of the rear. The 
electric seat has several adjustments, fi nding a comfortable 
position takes a moment; some initial acquaintance with 
the touch screen settings is also advisable. Its rotary knob 
does however fall easily to hand although it is a little too 
close to the very similar transmission selector and it is easy 
to reach for the wrong one. The engine fi res on a button and 
settles into a well-insulated idle. Four-cylinder diesels were 
once crude-sounding, raucous affairs, but they have been 
refi ned massively in recent years and this Hyundai unit is 
impressively self-effacing, transmitting almost no vibration 
to the cabin. It is noticeable only if the driver revs the 
engine hard which with diesels is rarely necessary. Indeed, 
underway, the Genesis proves to be more refi ned than you 
might expect. Road and tyre noise is well suppressed and 
the cabin feels quite serene. Yet this is not at the expense of 
handling. Clearly the chassis engineers have been at work, 
because the Genesis corners with minimum roll, the ride is 
reassuringly fi rm and body control is remarkable for such a 
high, heavy vehicle. The big seats are comfortable, but the 
lack of lateral support is a clue that this car was conceived 
primarily for an American market. The steering is fairly direct 
and nicely weighted and as with the ride, some effort has 
been made here too to confi gure it to European tastes. 

An SUV weighing over two tonnes can hardly have sporting 
pretentions (which does not stop some manufacturers 
making spurious claims) and rather like the Volvo XC 60 
SUV tested last year, the Genesis does not continually seem 
to urge the driver on. This is quite refreshing, making the 
Korean an easy-going and relaxing driving companion, 
which, nevertheless reacts to wider throttle openings with a 
brisk turn of speed. Hyundai’s eight-ratio automatic gearbox 
changes up and down unobtrusively and always seems to 

be in the right gear. Steering wheel paddles allow manual 
override, but nothing is gained and the driver is simply 
interrupting the Genesis’ natural fl ow. The all-wheel-drive 
transmission has a “terrain” mode which lowers gear ratios 
and given its ground clearance, the Genesis could probably 
cope with certain sub-Land Rover conditions, but with its 
low-profi le tyres and sculpted alloy wheels, off-road is not 
its natural habitat. With four passengers, the Genesis will 
weigh almost two-and-a-half tons, but as with the chassis, 
the brakes too have been tailored to the car’s dynamics. 

The company’s advertising makes much play of ‘time’ 
and the notion that the Genesis never ‘wastes’ its owner’s 
time: its’ personal servicing means such humdrum 
matters as maintenance are something the owner never 
needs to thinks about: the company’s agents are in 
contact when a service is due, establish a suitable date 
and collect and return the car, at the same time leaving 
an identical or higher-specifi cation Genesis vehicle at the 
owner’s disposal. 

Engine: diesel 4 cyl 251cc 

Max power: 210PS @3800rpm max torque: 440Nm 
@ 2000rpm 

Transmission: eight-speed automatic/ all-wheel-
drive 

Performance: 0: 62mph: 8.0s max speed 133 mph 

Consumption: 38 mpg (WLTP fi gures) 

Unladen weight: 2040kg 

Availability in Ireland – expected to arrive on these 
shores sometime in 2023 

Guarantee: fi ve years

The Genesis is an impressive contender and competitively priced. It is comfortable, refi ned, has a well-appointed 
cabin and is pleasant if unexciting to drive. By class standards inoffensively styled, except for its slightly gaudy 
grille, it performs as well as anything else in its class and is clearly well-engineered. In the short term, badge 
snobbery should prevent it doing too much damage to the premium European brands. However, twenty years ago, 
few had heard of Hyundai or Kia yet today they outsell Fords, Peugeots and Vauxhalls and those venerable makers 
have been forced to shrink or merge. 
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THE BATTLE OF CLONTARF FORMS A 
VERY IMPORTANT LANDMARK IN IRISH 
HISTORY, MARKING THE END OF THE 
VIKING INFLUENCE WHICH SAVED THE 
COUNTRY FROM A FUTURE FOREIGN 
POWER. LIKE THE 1916 RISING, IT TOOK 
PLACE OVER THE EASTER WEEKEND IN 
THE YEAR 1014. ON HOLY THURSDAY IN 
1916, WHILE THE IRISH VOLUNTEERS 
PREPARED WEAPONS AT CLONTARF 
FOR THE IMPENDING RISING, THOMAS 
MCDONAGH INFORMED THEM THAT 
THEY WERE STANDING ON VERY 
HISTORIC GROUND IN CLONTARF 
WHERE BRIAN BORU HAD DEFEATED 
THE DANES IN 1014.

Ireland of the 10th and 11th Century 
was composed of a series of about 

one hundred and � � y kingdoms with 
a population of about a half a million 
people. The county had su� ered from 
many and frequent Viking raids over 
the previous two hundred years, with 
many settling here and becoming Kings 
just like their Irish counterparts.

Brian Boru was born in the year 941 near 
Killaloe in County Clare. He succeeded his 
father as ruler in County Clare. He came 
from a relatively obscure background, 
and he took the nickname Boru from his 
fortress at Beal Boraimhe, also in Killaloe. 
At the end of the 9th Century, the Uí Neill 
High King, Mael Sechnaill Mac Domnaill 
held power in the North of Ireland and 
also had branches in Donegal, Meath 
and Westmeath. He monopolised the title 
“King of Tara” and accordingly claimed 
that his family could only be regarded as 
the High Kingship of All Ireland. 

Brian Boru, joined by his brother, ousted 
the Viking King in Limerick. He used 
military force to secure rule in Connacht 
and established himself as High King in 
the West. He then turned his attention 
to the North with the intention of 

establishing a Kingship over all Ireland. 
In Leinster, the Viking King in Dublin, 
Sitric Silkenbeard, reigned supreme for 
some years. When Brian Boru turned 
his attention to Leinster, Sitric was in no 
way prepared to surrender his Kingship 
and recognise Brian Boru as High King of 
Ireland. However, Brian Boru had forced 
him into subjection in the year 1000 
and by the year 1010 he had established 
himself as the High King of Ireland and 
indeed the last such High King. In the year 
1013, Silkenbeard rebelled and this in turn 
led to the Battle of Clontarf. 

From Saint Patrick’s Day in 1014, Brian 
Boru began to assemble his forces in 
preparation for their march to Dublin to 
overpower and suppress Silkenbeard’s 
army, which was to be supported by the 
army of his maternal uncle, Maelmorda. 
He also recruited transmarine armies 
including those of the Earl of the Orkney 
Islands, named Sigurd, whose mother 
was Irish, and the commander of a 
Scandinavian � eet called Brodar. These 
� eets descended on Dublin Bay during 
Easter Week in 1014. 

When Brian and his army reached Dublin, 
they set up a temporary camp around 

Kilmainham. From there they proceeded 
to head north and lay waste the lands 
of Silkenbeard in Fingall, setting � re 
to a region around Howth. Silkenbeard 
remained in his fortress near Dublin Castle 
to prevent it falling into Irish hands, but 
sent his Dublin Army, under his brother 
Dubgall, across the Li� ey and up into 
Mag Elta. This was the coastal plain north 
of Howth where they were joined by the 
Scandinavian � eet, which had arrived on 
a high tide early on Good Friday morning, 
ready for battle. 

Various battles during that era were of 
very short duration, lasting perhaps a 
couple of hours but the Battle of Clontarf 
on that Good Friday in 1014 lasted all day 
from dawn to dusk and was a very brutal 
and bloody a� air. The weapons used 
in the battle were primarily the sword, 
but included axes, spears, and bow and 
arrows which could kill from 300 feet. 
Brian arranged to set up camp with his 
forces overlooking Clontarf. 
His son Murchad would lead them into 
battle as they advanced towards Clontarf 
Weir with the men of Dal Cais to the front, 
followed by the rest of the forces from 
Munster, with contingents from Connacht 
to the rear. 

The Battle of Clontarf

Battle of Clontarf

by James

Healy 
BA, LLB, BL. THE BATTLE 

The transmarine armies of the Earl of 
Orkney Islands and the Scandinavian � eet 
entered Irish waters outside Dublin and 
assembled just o�  Howth. Both � eets then 
beached near Clontarf Weir where they 
joined the Dublin forces. The scene of the 
battle favoured Boru, as the Scandinavian 
� eet were faced with an incline, with 
their backs to the sea. Brian himself does 
not appear to have participated in the 
battle as he was then in his seventies and 
remained in his tent. However he was a 
great organiser and marshalled his forces 
to maximum e� ect. 

When the battle commenced, the Vikings 
started to gain ground as they had heavier 
weapons. However, when Brian’s men 
concentrated on the right and le�  wings, 
the enemy came under pressure. The 
ferocity of the battle was such that Cogadh 
Gaedhel re Gallaibh (The War of the Irish 
with the Vikings) stated that there were 
showers of sparks visible from the fortress 
of Dublin, caused by the swords of Munster 
warriors smashing into their adversaries’ 
coats of mail. 

As the day progressed, Brian’s forces began 
to gain the upper hand, and by evening 
the Norse were in retreat downhill towards 

the sea. However, the tide had ebbed and 
drew the Scandinavian vessels with it, 
scattered them about the Bay. With no 
ships to escape to, as Brian’s enemies 
� ed, they were slaughtered, with more 
drowned in the sea trying to reach their 
vessels. Sources stated that the number 
of the enemy slaughtered or drowned was 
put at 6,000. Cogadh tells us that “it was at 
Dubgall’s Bridge that the last of these were 
killed”. At the end of the day, among the 
fallen on the other side were Maelmorda 
the King of Leinster and Sigurd of Orkney, 
with accounts stating that he died in a 
single combat with Brian’s son Murchad, 
who also died in combat. 

As a result of the battle, Brian Boru and his 
forces had secured a momentous victory 
over the Dublin and Leinster forces, as well 
as the army of the Viking invaders. 
At the conclusion of the battle, Brian 
Boru was in his tent, no doubt in prayer, 
thankful for the victory, when Brodar, who 
had retreated from the battle to escape the 
carnage, accidently came across Brian in 
his tent and killed the aging King with a 
blow from his sword. Revenge was swi�  
and brutal as Brian’s forces captured 
Brodar. On the eve of the battle, Aoibhinn, 
the banshee of Craglea had appeared 

to Brian, portending his death, and so 
he made a will instructing that his body 
be carried through Swords, Duleek and 
Louth for burial in his beloved Armagh. 
In the days that followed, great solemnity 
surrounded the entombment of the High 
King and his son Murchad at Armagh. 

Whilst Sitric Silkenbeard remained 
King of Dublin until 1036, the Battle of 
Clontarf marked the end of the Viking 
in� uence in Ireland. In medieval times 
there were many Kings and High Kings 
in Ireland, however the legend of 
Brian Boru has never been forgotten, 
recognisable to most Irish people. 
Yet there does not appear to be any 
statue or monument erected in any 
part of Ireland in recognition of the 
part he played in Irish history. 
However, his memory was not 
forgotten by the Garda Síochána, as 
one of the � rst ever horses of the Garda 
Mounted Unit, established in 1998, 
was named “Boru” a � tting tribute to a 
noble hero of Ireland.

In compiling this article, the author has relied upon the 

research and documentation carried out by Sean Du� y, 

Professor of Medieval History at Trinity College, Dublin, 

which is acknowledged. 

The Battle of Clontarf

From Saint Patrick’s 
Day in 1014, Brian Boru 
began to assemble his 
forces in preparation 
for their march to 
Dublin to overpower 
and suppress 
Silkenbeard’s army
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THE BATTLE OF CLONTARF FORMS A 
VERY IMPORTANT LANDMARK IN IRISH 
HISTORY, MARKING THE END OF THE 
VIKING INFLUENCE WHICH SAVED THE 
COUNTRY FROM A FUTURE FOREIGN 
POWER. LIKE THE 1916 RISING, IT TOOK 
PLACE OVER THE EASTER WEEKEND IN 
THE YEAR 1014. ON HOLY THURSDAY IN 
1916, WHILE THE IRISH VOLUNTEERS 
PREPARED WEAPONS AT CLONTARF 
FOR THE IMPENDING RISING, THOMAS 
MCDONAGH INFORMED THEM THAT 
THEY WERE STANDING ON VERY 
HISTORIC GROUND IN CLONTARF 
WHERE BRIAN BORU HAD DEFEATED 
THE DANES IN 1014.

Ireland of the 10th and 11th Century 
was composed of a series of about 

one hundred and � � y kingdoms with 
a population of about a half a million 
people. The county had su� ered from 
many and frequent Viking raids over 
the previous two hundred years, with 
many settling here and becoming Kings 
just like their Irish counterparts.

Brian Boru was born in the year 941 near 
Killaloe in County Clare. He succeeded his 
father as ruler in County Clare. He came 
from a relatively obscure background, 
and he took the nickname Boru from his 
fortress at Beal Boraimhe, also in Killaloe. 
At the end of the 9th Century, the Uí Neill 
High King, Mael Sechnaill Mac Domnaill 
held power in the North of Ireland and 
also had branches in Donegal, Meath 
and Westmeath. He monopolised the title 
“King of Tara” and accordingly claimed 
that his family could only be regarded as 
the High Kingship of All Ireland. 

Brian Boru, joined by his brother, ousted 
the Viking King in Limerick. He used 
military force to secure rule in Connacht 
and established himself as High King in 
the West. He then turned his attention 
to the North with the intention of 

establishing a Kingship over all Ireland. 
In Leinster, the Viking King in Dublin, 
Sitric Silkenbeard, reigned supreme for 
some years. When Brian Boru turned 
his attention to Leinster, Sitric was in no 
way prepared to surrender his Kingship 
and recognise Brian Boru as High King of 
Ireland. However, Brian Boru had forced 
him into subjection in the year 1000 
and by the year 1010 he had established 
himself as the High King of Ireland and 
indeed the last such High King. In the year 
1013, Silkenbeard rebelled and this in turn 
led to the Battle of Clontarf. 

From Saint Patrick’s Day in 1014, Brian 
Boru began to assemble his forces in 
preparation for their march to Dublin to 
overpower and suppress Silkenbeard’s 
army, which was to be supported by the 
army of his maternal uncle, Maelmorda. 
He also recruited transmarine armies 
including those of the Earl of the Orkney 
Islands, named Sigurd, whose mother 
was Irish, and the commander of a 
Scandinavian � eet called Brodar. These 
� eets descended on Dublin Bay during 
Easter Week in 1014. 

When Brian and his army reached Dublin, 
they set up a temporary camp around 

Kilmainham. From there they proceeded 
to head north and lay waste the lands 
of Silkenbeard in Fingall, setting � re 
to a region around Howth. Silkenbeard 
remained in his fortress near Dublin Castle 
to prevent it falling into Irish hands, but 
sent his Dublin Army, under his brother 
Dubgall, across the Li� ey and up into 
Mag Elta. This was the coastal plain north 
of Howth where they were joined by the 
Scandinavian � eet, which had arrived on 
a high tide early on Good Friday morning, 
ready for battle. 

Various battles during that era were of 
very short duration, lasting perhaps a 
couple of hours but the Battle of Clontarf 
on that Good Friday in 1014 lasted all day 
from dawn to dusk and was a very brutal 
and bloody a� air. The weapons used 
in the battle were primarily the sword, 
but included axes, spears, and bow and 
arrows which could kill from 300 feet. 
Brian arranged to set up camp with his 
forces overlooking Clontarf. 
His son Murchad would lead them into 
battle as they advanced towards Clontarf 
Weir with the men of Dal Cais to the front, 
followed by the rest of the forces from 
Munster, with contingents from Connacht 
to the rear. 

The Battle of Clontarf

Battle of Clontarf

by James

Healy 
BA, LLB, BL. THE BATTLE 

The transmarine armies of the Earl of 
Orkney Islands and the Scandinavian � eet 
entered Irish waters outside Dublin and 
assembled just o�  Howth. Both � eets then 
beached near Clontarf Weir where they 
joined the Dublin forces. The scene of the 
battle favoured Boru, as the Scandinavian 
� eet were faced with an incline, with 
their backs to the sea. Brian himself does 
not appear to have participated in the 
battle as he was then in his seventies and 
remained in his tent. However he was a 
great organiser and marshalled his forces 
to maximum e� ect. 

When the battle commenced, the Vikings 
started to gain ground as they had heavier 
weapons. However, when Brian’s men 
concentrated on the right and le�  wings, 
the enemy came under pressure. The 
ferocity of the battle was such that Cogadh 
Gaedhel re Gallaibh (The War of the Irish 
with the Vikings) stated that there were 
showers of sparks visible from the fortress 
of Dublin, caused by the swords of Munster 
warriors smashing into their adversaries’ 
coats of mail. 

As the day progressed, Brian’s forces began 
to gain the upper hand, and by evening 
the Norse were in retreat downhill towards 

the sea. However, the tide had ebbed and 
drew the Scandinavian vessels with it, 
scattered them about the Bay. With no 
ships to escape to, as Brian’s enemies 
� ed, they were slaughtered, with more 
drowned in the sea trying to reach their 
vessels. Sources stated that the number 
of the enemy slaughtered or drowned was 
put at 6,000. Cogadh tells us that “it was at 
Dubgall’s Bridge that the last of these were 
killed”. At the end of the day, among the 
fallen on the other side were Maelmorda 
the King of Leinster and Sigurd of Orkney, 
with accounts stating that he died in a 
single combat with Brian’s son Murchad, 
who also died in combat. 

As a result of the battle, Brian Boru and his 
forces had secured a momentous victory 
over the Dublin and Leinster forces, as well 
as the army of the Viking invaders. 
At the conclusion of the battle, Brian 
Boru was in his tent, no doubt in prayer, 
thankful for the victory, when Brodar, who 
had retreated from the battle to escape the 
carnage, accidently came across Brian in 
his tent and killed the aging King with a 
blow from his sword. Revenge was swi�  
and brutal as Brian’s forces captured 
Brodar. On the eve of the battle, Aoibhinn, 
the banshee of Craglea had appeared 

to Brian, portending his death, and so 
he made a will instructing that his body 
be carried through Swords, Duleek and 
Louth for burial in his beloved Armagh. 
In the days that followed, great solemnity 
surrounded the entombment of the High 
King and his son Murchad at Armagh. 

Whilst Sitric Silkenbeard remained 
King of Dublin until 1036, the Battle of 
Clontarf marked the end of the Viking 
in� uence in Ireland. In medieval times 
there were many Kings and High Kings 
in Ireland, however the legend of 
Brian Boru has never been forgotten, 
recognisable to most Irish people. 
Yet there does not appear to be any 
statue or monument erected in any 
part of Ireland in recognition of the 
part he played in Irish history. 
However, his memory was not 
forgotten by the Garda Síochána, as 
one of the � rst ever horses of the Garda 
Mounted Unit, established in 1998, 
was named “Boru” a � tting tribute to a 
noble hero of Ireland.

In compiling this article, the author has relied upon the 

research and documentation carried out by Sean Du� y, 

Professor of Medieval History at Trinity College, Dublin, 

which is acknowledged. 
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From Saint Patrick’s 
Day in 1014, Brian Boru 
began to assemble his 
forces in preparation 
for their march to 
Dublin to overpower 
and suppress 
Silkenbeard’s army
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WHILE MANCHESTER MAY NOT SPRING TO MIND AS A WALKING DESTINATION,  A SERIES OF OVER 20 WALKS AND TRAILS IN THE 

COUNTRYSIDE SURROUNDING THE CITY HAVE BEEN DEVELOPED BY AN ORGANISATION CALLED ‘MANCHESTER’S COUNTRYSIDE’. 

HAVING RECEIVED AN INFORMATION PACK CONTAINING ALL 20 ROUTE CARDS WITH EASY TO FOLLOW MAPS, ROUTE INFORMATION, 

AND ACCESS POINTS BY BUS AND CAR, I WORKED OUT A PLAN TO PICK EIGHT (8) ROUTES OVER FOUR (4) DAYS IN MID-DECEMBER 

2019, WHILE AVOIDING HAVING TO CROSS OR VISIT THE CITY CENTRE ITSELF. 

Having collected our hire car at the 

airport we drove the short distance to 

the affl  uent village of Alderley Edge. Our 4.5 

mile route began on Alderley’s main street. 

The amount of Porsche, Ferrari, Maserati, 

and Range Rover vehicles parked there had 

us presuming that the well-heeled weekend 

pub-goers of the night before had either 

taken taxis home, or resorted to walking 

as a means of conveyance, perish the 

thought Jeeves!!. After handing over a 

mortgage deposit for our full English 

breakfasts we were soon following a 

tranquil, wooded laneway when I spotted 

a pair of buzzards being mobbed by a 

tenacious ragtag fl ock

 of crows and jackdaws. 

 The route snakes its way through the 

winding paths of Alderley Edge National 

Trust Park, before emerging onto the main 

attraction of the area, a sandstone ridge 

with fantastic views over the Cheshire Plain. 

The descent from the top of the Edge back 

to the village is along cobbled laneways with 

fairytale mansions of hand cut sandstone, 

electric gates, and posh landscaping peeping 

out over high walls. The words subtle and 

demure did not spring to mind. 

Our second walk that day couldn’t have been 

more diff erent as the 10.5 mile loop from 

Marple town focused on the area’s industrial 

history. The fi rst half of the loop followed 

Middlewood Way, which was originally 

a railway used to carry cotton, silk, and 

coal. The railway was closed in 1970 as it 

struggled to make a profi t like many such 

lines here at home and was redeveloped as a 

recreational and wildlife trail in 1985. 

Old station houses, platforms, and sidings 

are still visible on the route and as it is also 

used as a bridleway, we encountered some 

very friendly horse riders whose mounts, 

along with being very placid, were bedecked 

in the fi nest horse wear imaginable. The 

return leg of the route joins the Macclesfi eld 

Canal which was used to carry stone and 

hats of all things. Threatened with closure 

in the 50s, it is encouraging to see that 

the canal remains open and beautifully 

maintained. We got back to Marple at 

twilight as the lights in the canal side 

cottages began to fl icker on, and descended 

the Marple Flight, a series of locks which 

raise the canal by 200ft over a mile. A short 

detour to Marple Aqueduct rewarded us with 

fantastic views over the Goyt valley before 

we decided to call it a day. 

Our second day began with the Harridge 

Round which begins at sleepy Carrbrook 

village and quickly leads out over moorland 

trails around the shoulder of Harridge 

Pike, with great views of the Walkerwood, 

Brushes, and Swineshaw reservoirs in the 

valleys below. Near a gap on the shoulder, 

planes can be seen stacking up to land at 

Manchester Airport, and the gap is used 

as a sighting point. On the return leg a 

number of shooting butts are passed and, 

if lucky, grouse may be spotted bursting 

from the heather with an alarm call that 

sounds like ‘go back, go back,’ Hares are 

also common given the remoteness of 

the location and Harridge may well be a 

shortened version of Hare Ridge. 

Our next walk was a quick 5-mile circuit 

which links the industrial Park Bridge 

Heritage Centre with Daisy Nook Country 

Manchester’s 
  Countryside

Manchester’s Countr yside

Richard
Casey

Park by means of a former canal network. 

This route lacked the wide open views of 

Harridge but was nonetheless worthwhile 

to see how areas previously used for heavy 

industry can, with careful management, be 

turned into viable recreational areas. 

Our last walk of the day took in the 

Huddersfield narrow canal from Dobcross 

to Diggle before returning via quiet 

country lanes passing Saddleworth 

church with it’s resident peacocks and 

finishing at Uppermill’s High Street with 

it’s traditional cut stone shop fronts, 

hand painted shop signs, and slate roofs. 

Along the way we passed the entrance to 

Standedge Tunnel, the longest and highest 

canal tunnel in the country at 3.75 miles. 

The iron gate at its entrance depicts the 

leggers who used to leg the narrowboats 

all the way through to Marsden.  Our 

third day found us walking the South 

Pennine Water Trail, a 5-mile circuit from 

Hollingworth Lake through Littleborough 

and along the Rochdale Canal. The 

morning was heavy with claggy mist so 

the walk was endured rather than enjoyed. 

With a weak sun trying to peep through 

the clouds, we drove to Ramsbottom 

after lunch and walked to Holcombe 

village, Peel Tower, and over Holcombe 

moor. Holcombe village is a picturesque 

example of a pre-industrial settlement and 

Manchester’s Countr yside

is now a conservation area. The village 

was air raided by Zeppelins in WW1 

and bullet holes can still be seen on the 

school building. Peel Tower, built in 1852, 

commemorates Sir Robert Peel, founder 

of the modern police force who was born 4 

miles away in Bury. Standing 128ft high, 

it is a useful navigation aid for anyone 

crossing the high moors. 

Our fi nal day’s 3-mile ramble was around the 

beautiful Tudor village of Worsley. Despite 

the proximity of the busy M60 motorway, 

there is a tranquil air along the canal 

towpath, dry docks, and village green. The 

pedestrian Alphabet Bridge is worth crossing 

to stroll along the quay by the Nailmaker’s 

House. The bridge was named by local 

scholars who practiced their alphabet on its 

26-plank span. Seeing a large crowd entering 

St Mark’s Church we popped in and saw that 

a nativity play was being performed. Like 

nativity plays the world over, where disaster 

is guaranteed to strike, we were only three 

minutes in the door when a young ‘wise man’ 

was being hurriedly led by his teacher down 

through the packed congregation, all the 

while hurling projectile vomit across the fl oor. 

When that little wise man grows up, he will 

surely have a nativity story to beat all others 

for the rest of his life.

Downloads of all the above walks are available on 
www.manchestercountryside.com 

and emails can be sent to 
info@manchestercountryside.com.

30 IPA Journal  |  Summer 2022



WHILE MANCHESTER MAY NOT SPRING TO MIND AS A WALKING DESTINATION,  A SERIES OF OVER 20 WALKS AND TRAILS IN THE 

COUNTRYSIDE SURROUNDING THE CITY HAVE BEEN DEVELOPED BY AN ORGANISATION CALLED ‘MANCHESTER’S COUNTRYSIDE’. 

HAVING RECEIVED AN INFORMATION PACK CONTAINING ALL 20 ROUTE CARDS WITH EASY TO FOLLOW MAPS, ROUTE INFORMATION, 

AND ACCESS POINTS BY BUS AND CAR, I WORKED OUT A PLAN TO PICK EIGHT (8) ROUTES OVER FOUR (4) DAYS IN MID-DECEMBER 

2019, WHILE AVOIDING HAVING TO CROSS OR VISIT THE CITY CENTRE ITSELF. 

Having collected our hire car at the 

airport we drove the short distance to 

the affl  uent village of Alderley Edge. Our 4.5 

mile route began on Alderley’s main street. 

The amount of Porsche, Ferrari, Maserati, 

and Range Rover vehicles parked there had 

us presuming that the well-heeled weekend 

pub-goers of the night before had either 

taken taxis home, or resorted to walking 

as a means of conveyance, perish the 

thought Jeeves!!. After handing over a 

mortgage deposit for our full English 

breakfasts we were soon following a 

tranquil, wooded laneway when I spotted 

a pair of buzzards being mobbed by a 

tenacious ragtag fl ock

 of crows and jackdaws. 

 The route snakes its way through the 

winding paths of Alderley Edge National 

Trust Park, before emerging onto the main 

attraction of the area, a sandstone ridge 

with fantastic views over the Cheshire Plain. 

The descent from the top of the Edge back 
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fairytale mansions of hand cut sandstone, 

electric gates, and posh landscaping peeping 
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Park by means of a former canal network. 

This route lacked the wide open views of 

Harridge but was nonetheless worthwhile 

to see how areas previously used for heavy 

industry can, with careful management, be 

turned into viable recreational areas. 

Our last walk of the day took in the 

Huddersfield narrow canal from Dobcross 

to Diggle before returning via quiet 

country lanes passing Saddleworth 

church with it’s resident peacocks and 

finishing at Uppermill’s High Street with 

it’s traditional cut stone shop fronts, 

hand painted shop signs, and slate roofs. 

Along the way we passed the entrance to 

Standedge Tunnel, the longest and highest 

canal tunnel in the country at 3.75 miles. 

The iron gate at its entrance depicts the 

leggers who used to leg the narrowboats 

all the way through to Marsden.  Our 

third day found us walking the South 

Pennine Water Trail, a 5-mile circuit from 

Hollingworth Lake through Littleborough 

and along the Rochdale Canal. The 

morning was heavy with claggy mist so 

the walk was endured rather than enjoyed. 

With a weak sun trying to peep through 

the clouds, we drove to Ramsbottom 

after lunch and walked to Holcombe 

village, Peel Tower, and over Holcombe 

moor. Holcombe village is a picturesque 

example of a pre-industrial settlement and 

Manchester’s Countr yside

is now a conservation area. The village 

was air raided by Zeppelins in WW1 

and bullet holes can still be seen on the 

school building. Peel Tower, built in 1852, 

commemorates Sir Robert Peel, founder 

of the modern police force who was born 4 

miles away in Bury. Standing 128ft high, 

it is a useful navigation aid for anyone 

crossing the high moors. 

Our fi nal day’s 3-mile ramble was around the 

beautiful Tudor village of Worsley. Despite 

the proximity of the busy M60 motorway, 

there is a tranquil air along the canal 

towpath, dry docks, and village green. The 

pedestrian Alphabet Bridge is worth crossing 

to stroll along the quay by the Nailmaker’s 

House. The bridge was named by local 

scholars who practiced their alphabet on its 

26-plank span. Seeing a large crowd entering 

St Mark’s Church we popped in and saw that 

a nativity play was being performed. Like 

nativity plays the world over, where disaster 

is guaranteed to strike, we were only three 

minutes in the door when a young ‘wise man’ 

was being hurriedly led by his teacher down 

through the packed congregation, all the 

while hurling projectile vomit across the fl oor. 

When that little wise man grows up, he will 

surely have a nativity story to beat all others 

for the rest of his life.

Downloads of all the above walks are available on 
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WHERE ARE YOU FROM? 
My name is Simon, I’m from Germany and work in the state police of North-Rhine-
Westphalia in Bonn. 

HOW DID YOU MAKE THE DECISION TO JOIN THE POLICE? 
My father was a police o�  cer, therefore it was never a question but for me to join
the Police. 

WHAT DOES A TYPICAL WORKING DAY LOOK LIKE FOR YOU IN YOUR 
CURRENT ROLE? 
I work on a station near the main station in our city. Our district covers the pedestrian 
zone and the areas around it, where a lot of street crime, especially drug related crimes 
happen. The whole district is best patrolled on foot. On a typical working day, we walk 
around 15-20 kilometres. In the evening hours we also use our patrol car, as our “clients” 
tend to be in the outer districts of the city. 

While patrolling we can decide freely our policing focus. Some days I also work as a 
dispatcher and contact o�  cer on our station. On these days I have to answer all the 
incoming calls on our station (not 999 calls), dispatch our operations, help the citizens 
with their issues at the station and write my reports. I know that in Ireland you also 
investigate your cases and spend a lot of time in court. We just write our reports and 
hand them over to investigators. Some days I will have to get to court for a testimony,
but this only happens every few weeks. 

WHAT ARE THE MAIN CHALLENGES FACING POLICING IN YOUR AREA? 
The whole focus of our police station is to prevent the growth of drug crime in the city. In our city centre there is a good supply of drug 
substitution doctors, for which reason a lot of drug addicts from the surrounding areas come to Bonn. We work together with di� erent 
social facilities to help the drug addicts overcome their addiction. We also serve as contact persons for the drug addicts, concerning 
their problems. Thus we get a good knowledge of all these people, which helps to spot drug dealing structures and to solve cases 
related to drug crime in general. On the other hand we have to deal with a lot of shop li� ers and drunken young people in the evening. 

CAN YOU TELL US A LITTLE ABOUT YOUR UNIFORM AND EQUIPMENT? 
Our normal equipment contains a � ashlight, handcu� s, a baton, operational gloves, small medikit/tourniquet, a radio and a pistol 
(Walther P99) with 30 rounds. There are also bodycams, but their use is not mandatory. Most of our equipment can be stowed in our 
protective vest, the rest of it is on our belt. 

WHAT TYPE OF POLICE VEHICLE (S) DO YOU DRIVE? 
In general we have two kind of police vehicles in North-Rhine-Westphalia for patrolling (Ford S-Max and Mercedes Vito). At our station 
we only have a Mercedes Vito. We need this size of vehicle to transport all our equipment for road accidents, securing of evidence, 
shootings and other minor purposes. 

HAVE YOU MET OTHER POLICE OFFICERS AS PART OF IPA? 
In my last year of training I got the opportunity through IPA to spend two weeks with the Garda in Dublin and experience your police 
force. Furthermore I use IPA contacts on my vacations to get in touch with local police o�  cers. 

TELL US SOMETHING INTERESTING/FUNNY ABOUT YOUR POLICE SERVICE/CULTURE/EXPERIENCE? 
At all the police stations I know there is one very important ritual. Every Sunday morning there will be a big breakfast/lunch at the 
station for all the working police o�  cers (as far as the situation allows). Everyone brings something with him and the table in our 
break room will be laid with all kinds of food.

EACH ISSUE WE WILL BE SPEAKING TO A SERVING MEMBER OF THE IPA FROM AROUND THE WORLD, ASKING THE SAME EIGHT 
(8) QUESTIONS SO THAT OUR READERS CAN EXPERIENCE A DAY IN THE LIFE OF ONE OF OUR COLLEAGUES. IN THIS ISSUE, WE 
SPEAK TO SIMON MAINZER, A POLIZEIKOMMISSAR STATIONED IN BONN, NORTH RHINE WESTPHALIA, GERMANY. 

A day in the life

A Day In The Life
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G
A

RDA CENTENARY EVEN
T

In an upstairs room, a 
Commemoration Ceremony was 

scheduled to be held to celebrate and 
remember the meeting which took 
place in Room 85 at 7pm on Thursday 
9th February 1922. Michael Collins had 
organised the secret meeting with the 
purpose of forming a new Police Force 
to be named the Civic Guard. At this 
time, Ireland had no Police Force, the 
task ahead was arduous, and a bloody 
civil war was looming. On the 7th 
January 1922, the Anglo Irish Treaty of 
December 1921 was rati� ed by a small 
margin of just 64 votes to 57, following 
hugely bitter debates in the Dail. The 
new Irish Free State was inevitably 
edging towards Civil War. It was a 
brave decision by Michael Collins and 
the 25 people present in that room, 
but by the time it was over, they had 
successfully formed and set in motion 
the Civic Guard. 

Following the disbandment of the Royal 
Irish Constabulary (RIC) in February 
1922, it was the job of the Provisional 
Government to � nd thousands of recruits 
to replace them. A Police Organising 
Committee of serving police from the 
RIC and the Dublin Metropolitan Police 
was set up to train recruits for the new 
force, which would be made up almost 

entirely of IRA volunteers. The Committee 
recommended that the Civic Guard should 
have a strength of 4,300 men, commanded 
by a Commissioner answerable to the 
Government. Amazingly, just twelve days 
a� er the � rst meeting at The Gresham 
Hotel, recruits began arriving at the RDS 
and registered as Civic Guards to become 
the � rst members of this new Force. 

On Tuesday the 24th May 2022, a large 
number of people made their way to an 
upstairs room in the Gresham where light 
refreshments were provided, and excellent 
music performed by a section of the Garda 
Band. Old friends mingled and conversed 
until the opening of the Ceremony by 
Deputy Commissioner Anne Marie 
McMahon. The Ceremony was addressed 
by Garda Commissioner Drew Harris and 
Minister for Justice Helen McEntee. 

Sergeant John Reynolds, founder of the 
Garda College Museum, who holds a 
PhD in History, set the scene and spoke 
eloquently on the period of transition 
from the RIC to the formation of the Civic 
Guards. He was followed by Historian 
and Author Dr. Liam McNi� e who kept us 
entertained with his humorous and lively 
discussion on the early years of the young 
Civic Guards. Anne Cassen, presenter of 
RTE’s ‘Nationwide’, took over as MC of 

the panel discussion that followed. She 
introduced three panel speakers who 
entertained and enlightened all present 
with their views and knowledge of life in 
the early stages of the Civic Guards. 

These panel speakers were Nora Owen, 
former Minister of Justice (1994-
1997), grandniece of Michael Collins, 
who gave us a fascinating insight 
into both the early formation of the 
Civic Guard and An Garda Síochána. 
Former Garda Commissioner (2014 - 
2017) Noirín O’ Sullivan, and Michael 
Staines SC, grandson of the � rst Garda 
Commissioner, Michael Staines, whose 
words still resonate today: 

Garda centenary event

The Garda Síochána 
will succeed not 

by force of arms or 
numbers but 

on their moral 
authority as servants 

of the people

ON THE 24TH MAY LAST, ON A WARM SUNNY EVENING, IPA IRELAND VICE PRESIDENT DECLAN O’ BYRNE AND I TRAVELLED 
TO O’ CONNELL STREET BY PUBLIC TRANSPORT AND ENTERED THE PLUSH SURROUNDINGS OF THE LOBBY OF THE GRESHAM 
HOTEL. THE TIME WAS 6PM AND THE OCCASION THE CENTENARY OF ONE OF THREE MOMENTOUS EVENTS THAT HERALDED 
THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE IRISH FREE STATE, NAMELY THE FORMATION OF THE CIVIC GUARD. 

BY J O H N  C L A R K E ,  R E G I O N  7  D M R  S O U T H
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Section Ireland acquired our sixth property last summer 
and the property, located within the Gleneagles Complex 
just outside the town, has been our busiest Apartment, ably 
managed by Gillian and the rest of the Kerry Region.  

To celebrate the return of the kids to school, we are giving 
away two weekend breaks at this apartment, 7th & 8th 
October and 11th & 12th November 2022. Bed linen, 
towels are included as well as complimentary access to the 
adjacent Aquila Leisure Centre for 2 adults and 3 children.  

To enter, all you have to do is email your name, IPA number 
and contact details, together with the name of your local 
IPA Region  (can be found at www.ipaireland.org) to: 
chris@ipaireland.org 

 The closing date for receipt of entries will be 
Saturday 15th September 2022.  

 *You must be an IPA member to enter, you can join now and if your signed application 

form is with IPA Offi ce by the closing date, your entry will be accepted.  

Killarney Apartment Competiton

Our IPA Killarney Apartment is a 960 sq foot, two (2) 
bedroom Apartment that will comfortably sleep six (6) 
persons. It is located within the Gleneagles INEC Complex 
adjacent to The Brehon Hotel, less than 2km from the Town 
centre. It has a modern kitchen, two (2) bathrooms and a 
utility with a living/dining area opening via double Patio 
Doors onto a common green area. This makes it the fi rst IPA 
Ireland property ideally suited to young families and those 
with limited mobility. There is ample free parking and as an 
added bonus we have acquired a family membership of 2 
adults and 3 children at the adjacent Aquila Leisure Centre, 
which will be complimentary for our guests. 

A gem in the 
heart of the Kingdom

IPA ACCOMMODATION QUERIES 

To enquire about IPA House Dublin bookings, please email: 
ipairish@gmail.com 

For IPA Cork, Galway, Sligo, Wexford Apartments, please 
register for online access at our website –
 www.ipaireland.org/members  
 
For IPA Killarney Apartment, please email: 
accommodation@ipaireland.org 

2 Free Weekends in our new IPA Apartment in Killarney

7th & 8th October 2022 

11th & 12th November 2022 

Competition Time
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You will be able to download the IPA Ireland App very soon!

Stay up to date on the latest from the IPA Ireland Members’ 
only area, and get notifi cations straight to your mobile 
phone on the latest news. You must be a member of the IPA 
website to access the app.

You will use the same login username and passord that you 
use to access the members area of the website. 

Download the Mobile App today for android or iOS devices 

and stay up to date with all the latest from IPA Ireland

THE NEW IPA 
WESBITE AND MOBILE APP

Section Ireland is currently in the fi nal stages of development of our new Website and IPA App. 

Users of the App will benefi t from much improved communications on IPA news, activities and events, which will be sent 
directly to the App in the form of a notifi cation on your device’s lockscreen. We hope that this will lead to much improved 
use of our database, providing you our membership with timely and relevant information.  

Our Members Area will facilitate access to our other online IPA facilities such as :

• IPA Accommodation

• IPA Supplies 

• Back issues of  IPA Journal

The new website and App will provide IPA with the foundation for future add-ons, including the possibility of online 
membership applications. 
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BANK 
WITH 
YOUR 
CREDIT 
UNION

Easy to sign up
Mastercard is a registered trade mark and the circles design is a trademark of Mastercard International 
Incorporated. This card is issued by Transact Payments Malta Limited pursuant to licence by Mastercard 
International. Credit Unions are regulated by the Central Bank of Ireland.
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