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IPA HIKING CLUB NEWS

Changing Times
It has been a time like no other, but 

hopefully the worst is behind us now and 
we will gradually emerge to a new norm. 
Every aspect of life has been affected by 
the pandemic but as we come out the 
other side, it gives us the opportunity to 
look at things in a different way, especially 
some elements of our lifestyle and how we 
use our valuable time.

For members of our Hiking Club, 
restrictions on travel have confined people 
to their local area during a lot of the 
pandemic, with little or no opportunity to 
interact with each other. Thankfully this 
situation is gradually beginning to change.

Hiking – Zoom Style
Although we could not physically meet, 

the new age of Zooming has greatly 
enhanced our ability to communicate and 
stay in touch with each other. Giving the 

wealth of hiking experience possessed by 
all of our members, it would have been 
unthinkable not to continue to make 
good use of all of that knowledge and 
what better way to keep our focus on Club 
activities than to invite our members to 
share their personal hiking experiences, 
for the benefit of all members of our Club. 
Over the first three months of 2021 we 
had eleven members giving zoom talks on 
hiking experiences that covered places like 
Africa, New Zealand, Spain, Russia, Nepal, 
Pakistan, Scotland and of course local 
hikes around Ireland too.

Speakers Extraordinaire
We would like to take this opportunity to 

thank our speakers:- Gerard Mangan, Pat 
Lordon, John Heraughty and his daughter 
Sarah, Annmarie Larkin, Declan Brady, 
Brendan Tighe, Patrick Harraghy, Aoife 
Reilly, Maurice Walsh and his daughter 
Madeline and John Mc Groary, for giving 

of their time and sharing their valuable 
experiences. We would also like to thank 
all members who tuned into the Zoom to 
participate in the talks. Your dedication 
and support is very much appreciated.

Focus and Planning
Our focus is now firmly on planning 

ahead for the rest of the year, when 
hopefully we will all be in a position 
to get back to hiking in groups and 
obviously in compliance with whatever 
restrictions may be in place. With 
the ongoing vaccinations programme, 
optimism is growing in the population 
for greater interaction in the community. 
In view of the new information coming 
from Government bodies and health 
professionals, we have made tentative 
plans for the following hikes over the 
coming months, all of which will be fully 
compliant with any and all restrictions in 
force at the time of the hikes.

by Danny Devlin, Chairman, IPA Hiking Club

THE IPA JOURNAL HAS GREAT PLEASURE IN CONGRATULATING DANNY DEVLIN AND THE IPA HIKING 
CLUB ON RECEIVING THE NATIONAL IPA AWARD OF ‘IPA CLUB OF THE YEAR 2020’ AT THE RECENT 
NATIONAL COUNCIL. DESPITE ALL OF THE CHALLENGES GENERATED BY THE CURRENT PANDEMIC, 
THE IPA HIKING CLUB HAS CONTINUED TO PROVIDE AN IMPORTANT AND VALUABLE SERVICE TO CLUB 
MEMBERS.

IT IS ALSO OUR GREAT PLEASURE TO CONGRATULATE THE DEDICATED AND HARDWORKING IPA HIKING 
CLUB SECRETARY, ANNMARIE LARKIN ON RECEIVING THE NATIONAL IPA AWARD OF ‘IPA MEMBER OF THE 
YEAR 2020’, ALSO PRESENTED AT THE NATIONAL COUNCIL. THESE AWARDS WERE FULLY DESERVED. THE 
DIFFICULT TIMES EXPERIENCED BY ALL IN THE PAST YEAR HAVE HAD AN EFFECT ON ALL OF OUR IPA 
CLUBS AND NONE MORE SO THAN OUR IPA HIKING CLUB WHOSE MEMBERS HAVE BEEN UNABLE TO TAKE 
TO THE HILLS IN THEIR USUAL WAY. HERE, HIKING CLUB CHAIRMAN, DANNY DEVLIN TELLS US ABOUT 
THE WAY THE CLUB ADAPTED TO THE CHANGES IMPOSED BY THE PANDEMIC RESTRICTION AND HOW 
PLANS ARE BEING FORMULATED TO GET BACK TO CLUB ACTIVITIES, NOW THAT THOSE RESTRICTIONS 
ARE BEING EASED. WE WISH DANNY AND ALL IPA HIKING CLUB MEMBERS EVERY SUCCESS IN THEIR 
ENDEAVOURS. EDITOR.

For Your Diary - 
Planned Event Schedule
Wednesday 9th June - Mt Brandon

Saturday 17th July – Inagh Valley, 
Connemara, Galway

Saturday 21st August - Bluestack 
Mountains, Donegal

Saturday 11th September - Wicklow 
(to include Club AGM)

CONGRATULATIONS
And finally, on my own behalf and on behalf of the IPA Hiking Club, we would 

like to give a massive congratulations to Annmarie Larkin on being Awarded 
‘IPA Member of the Year 2020’. Annmarie had been our Club Secretary since the 
formation of the club in 2017. The Club membership today stands at over 230 
members, and is a testament to Annmarie’s dedication to the IPA and to her role in 
the development of our Club since its foundation. We will be forever indebted.

For further information on events or joining the Club, please 
contact our club Secretary, Aoife Reilly at ipahikingclub@gmail.com 
or via our Facebook page IPA Hiking Club.
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As we continue to make our way through this Pandemic, 
we are proud to say that our members here stand full-
square behind all of our hard-pressed Health Service 

workers and abhor the criminal cyber-attack on our Health 
Service, which by extension, is an attack on our country and on 
all of our citizens.

The International Police Association is an important and 
respected worldwide organisation, and here in Ireland, our 
Section plays a significant role within the Garda family. Since 

the foundation of this Section in 1955 by the late Tom Collins and the further 
activation and development of the Section in 1967 under the leadership of then 
newly elected President, John Hickson, and over all the intervening years since 
then, Section Ireland has played a major role at national and international level. 
Successive National Executive Committees have continued to develop the services 
and benefits provided for our members and have created structures, protocols and 
high operational standards that have stood the test of time. 

Our Association and our members continue to benefit from those structures, 
protocols and high standards and even in the midst of this Pandemic, that ethos 
has been instrumental in ensuring continuity of service and further development of 
the Section. (New IPA Apartment - details carried on page 6). It was in keeping with 
our ethos that our Association, being unable to have a physically attended National 
Congress this year, (as would be scheduled in the normal course), organised in its 
place, a virtual National Council and there, as part of the usual work of NC, our 
IPA National Awards were announced. In this way, our Association endeavoured to 
address the requirements of our administrative rules and the expectations of our 
members in the best way possible, in these difficult Pandemic days. Details of the 
recent virtual National Council are carried on pages 9 and 10.

As effected by the Extraordinary National Council 2020, National Congress and the 
election of a new National Executive Committee scheduled for 2021 stands postponed 
until 2022, with current Regional and National Executive Committees serving until 
then. Regional Committee elections which are required in advance of the election 
of the National Executive Committee will take place at Regional AGMs next October. 
Now is the time for Regions to begin planning for that process. We trust that by then, 
the Pandemic will not impact on those plans.

We are enlivened by the roll-out of the vaccine and the gradual easing of restrictions. 
There is fresh hope of new beginnings and a fervent wish by all that ‘meeting and 
greeting’ in a normal way, will soon become possible. For our Association and the 
many group based activities organised by our Clubs and Regions under our worthy 
Motto; ‘Servo per Amikeco’, that type of ‘people-based’ interaction is an essential 
element that has been sadly missing for the past year and more.

Our Hiking Club members are eager to take to the hills in group formation again and 
have their plans ready for the reopening of group activities. Likewise with our Pistol 
Club, Motorcycle Club and Cycling Club members, all of whom are eager to have the 
opportunity of catching up with fellow Club members as soon as it is deemed safe to 
do so. We wish them well in their Club activities for the remainder of 2021.

Our dedicated correspondents have continued their good work throughout these 
difficult times and never failed to fill our pages with interesting and enlightening 
stories. We are indebted to them all for their continuing good work for this magazine.

So, until we can all meet in person once again, take care and stay safe..

Servo per Amikeco, 

Joe Lynch - Editor
E | editoripaireland@gmail.com 
M | 086 233 8603

IPA Journal is distributed to members of the 
International Police Association in Ireland, 
70% are serving members of An Garda 
Síochána of all ranks, the remainder being 
retirees. We also mail the magazine to friends 
of IPA Ireland overseas.

This magazine is sustained by the generous 
support of sponsors and advertisers; we 
exhort our members to appreciate this 
and to patronise those who contribute to 
our success. All revenue received by IPA 
in excess of requirements is devoted to 
philanthropic purposes. IPA provides funding 
for scholarships, relief of distress, charities, 
education, sport, cultural pursuits, bonds 
of friendship and co-operation between all 
police offi  cers.
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IPA House, 13 Iona Drive, 
Glasnevin, Dublin 9.
T: 01 830 2907  F: 01 830 4612
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President’s 

Message

Yours in friendship,

Conor O’Higgins 
President IPA Ireland  E: conorohiggins@gmail.com

Summer is here, so we should soon be enjoying lovely long stretches of 
sunny days (weather permitting) and the Covid19 virus should be on the 
retreat (thanks to the Vaccines). By the time you read this edition, I trust 

that a great many of you will have received your vaccine and will be feeling that 
we are in a much better and safer health environment. Yes, progress is definitely 
being made in the fight against Covid19 but we cannot forget the desolation it 
brought to families who suffered from its affects or the threat that is still posed 
by new variants, if people do not continue to take reasonable care. 

All of those challenges posed by the Pandemic were more than enough for our 
hard pressed medical workers and HSE staff to deal with, without the vicious attack 
on our health system by international criminals. I know that I speak for all of our 
IPA members when I say that there are no adequate words to describe our revulsion 
to the actions of those involved in any way in this cyber attack. We wish all who 
work in our health services our full support and every success in working their way 
through this situation.

As we look forward with more confidence to a future with less Covid19 risks, I also 
look forward to the resumption of many of our IPA activities. Since the last edition, 
I chaired the 2021 Virtual National Council. The Council was well attended and the 
atmosphere one of hope that normal service will resume soon, hopefully in the 
second half of this year. (See full report in President’s Diary, Page 8).

We have overcome some unique challenges in the management of the Association 
over the past fifteen months, imposed by the restrictions necessary in fighting the 
pandemic. However, with the assistance of Zoom and other electronics facilities, the 
members of the National Executive Committee continued to manage their portfolios 
individually and collectively, and we have made good progress as a national Board. 
Some of the positive outcomes for this period include the following;

2020/2021
 » Membership numbers are stable.

 » The financial position of the Association is in a very healthy state. 

 » Successfully rolled out the new Website www.ipaireland.org

 » Made progress with the roll out of Office 365 in the Regions

 » Purchase of a new accommodation in Killarney and the upkeep/upgrading of our 
other IPA properties.

 » Completion of GDPR regulations.

 » Completion of new Database.

 » Development of a Young Police Officers Forum.

 » Renewed Development of International links.

The above developments bode well for the future of IPA Ireland and with the 
continued input of our membership, will ensure that continued good service will be 
available to all.

With best wishes to you all for happy summer days, as we look forward to the 
opening up of our IPA services here at home and abroad.
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SERVO PER AMIKECO

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Conor O’Higgins 

Tour of Gambia 
Cycling Event

In 2019, IPA Valles Barcelona organised their 
inaugural Tour of Gambia cycling event. It 
was organised as a way of continuing the 
charitable work that IPA members in IPA 
Vallés Occidental, Barcelona, Spain have been 
involved in and through which they provide 
much needed help to the people of Gambia. 
Twenty one IPA members took part in the 
event in 2019. Last year, the Covid19 Pandemic 
made it impossible to run the event. IPA 
Valles, Barcelona are hoping that this 2021 
event will be bigger and better and invite 
cyclists from all IPA Sections to join them in 
their efforts, with hopes of getting up to fifty 
members involved this year. We wish them 
every success in their very worthy efforts.

The registration period for the 2nd edition 
of this Tour is already open and the event 
is planned to take place across this African 
country from November 20th to 27th 2021. 
We welcome you to join us. 

The TOUR OF GAMBIA is a unique solidarity 
event, based on a bicycle tourism route by 
stages through the heart of Africa!! THE 
TOUR OF GAMBIA is not a cycling race, IT IS 
A BICYCLE TOURING ROUTE, and a sporting 
adventure in its purest form, with direct 
solidarity action and a personal challenge. 
It will provide an absolutely unforgettable 
experience, which everybody can take part in!! 

BARCELONA – SPAIN
IPA Vallés Occidental 
(ipavalles@hotmail.com)

Further information at
www.tourdegambia.com/indexing.html
info@tourdegambia.com
tourdegambia@hotmail.com
https://youtu.be/0gQhlk70WGY
IPA Vallés Occidental      
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IPA ACCOMMODATION

Progress was especially difficult 
during the past number of months 
but here we are, with everything 

in place, enabling us to offer another 
high end accommodation facility to 
our members. Because of all of the 
circumstances, including travel restrictions 
and our inability to hold physical 
meetings, the journey to completion of 
contract has been more arduous than 
it normally would have been, but after 
nearly three (3) years of searching, 
some false starts, at times frustrating 
negotiations, and of course excitement, 
we are delighted to have taken possession 
of this, the sixth property in IPA Ireland’s 
accommodation portfolio.

This excellently appointed and well 
located property sits in the heart of the 
Kingdom, in the town of Killarney in Co. 
Kerry.

Many of our members around the 
country will recall that Section Ireland 
previously operated an Apartment in 
Killarney, but that property was never 
owned by the IPA. It was leased to the 
Association on a seasonal basis and 
the cost of renting to our members was 
subsidised. It was an excellent facility and 
when that ceased, it was obvious that it 
was missed greatly by our membership, 
especially by those members who 
had booked it on a regular basis. As 

Accommodation Officer, I never had the 
pleasure of managing that particular 
accommodation as it had been off our 
books for some time, but still, on an 
almost monthly basis, I continue to receive 
emails looking for availability in Killarney! 
Thankfully, I will now be able to respond 
positively.

The journey back to the Kingdom started 
most likely before my time on the NEC. 
When the Kerry Region submitted their 
motion in December 2018, the prospect of 
having a presence in Killarney had been 
slowly progressing in the background at 
national level. What began as informal 
conversations at NEC meetings, at 

by Chris Cahill, National 
Accommodation Officer. 

As IPA Ireland’s National 

Accommodation Officer, 

it gives me great pleasure, 

especially as we emerge from 

the prolonged lockdown 

which was necessary to 

combat the Pandemic, to be 

able to announce here in 

the IPA Journal, the official 

opening of IPA Ireland’s 

newest property.

You can now view all IPA Apartments online, 
search availability and securely reserve and pay at www.ipaireland.org. 

Go to the members only area to make your booking.

National Council, and as part of individual 
feedback from members, eventually 
led to the Social Commission, which 
oversees the strategic operation of IPA 
Accommodation, formally proposing the 
purchase of another IPA property to the 
NEC in February 2019.

We had of course looked at all other 
options, including the purchase of a 
property in Clonakilty, Kinsale, and 
Westport and also on our numerous 
Islands, but when all of the criteria was 
considered, Killarney was consistent in 
hitting the mark. The existence of an 
active, hardworking, and eager Regional 
Committee in the Kerry IPA Region and 
the fact that we had previous experience 
of a property in Killarney certainly played 
a role in that decision. Chris Manton, 
Gillian O’ Donoghue, Joe O’Sullivan and 
Siobhan Barry have driven this project on 
from the start, and will no doubt continue 
to roll out the red carpet for our members.

The apartment is located within the 
Gleneagles INEC Complex, adjacent to 
The Brehon Hotel and is less than 2km 
from the Town centre. This beautiful 
ground-floor property is generous in 
size, extending to 960 sq feet, with two 
spacious bedrooms. The accommodation 
includes a modern kitchen, with all 
necessary appliances and a utility housing 
additional laundry facilities. The kitchen 
area extends to accommodate the dining 
area and adjoining living/sitting room, 
which is enhanced by double patio doors 
opening out onto a common green area of 
the scenic grounds. Both double bedrooms 
are quite large; one has a double bed 
and a single bed, while the other has two 
good size single beds. This Apartment will 
sleep six (6) adults in comfort, through 
the use of a suitable fold-up/portable 
bed in the living area. This new IPA 
Ireland property is ideally suited to young 
families with children and to families 
with older members alike. Because it is 
ground-floor based, it is safe for all ages 
and is also ideal for anyone with limited 

mobility. There is ample free parking and 
as an added bonus for our members, we 
plan on purchasing access to the nearby 
Aquila Leisure Centre, which will be 
complimentary for our guests. (The finer 
points of such use have yet to be finalised)

For the first year of operation, we will be 
operating a minimum seven (7) night policy 
from June to September, with a two (2) 
night minimum from October to May. We 
are working on the pricing structure at time 
of writing and this will be finalised before 
the planned Hospitality re-opening date of 
2nd June 2021, in line with Public Health 
and Government guidelines. I expect 
that IPA Ireland will offer this apartment 
at approximately 50% of the equivalent 
commercial rates charged for nearby/
adjoining apartment accommodation.

As an IPA Ireland member, you can be 
proud in the knowledge that this Section 
now operates 10% of all official IPA 
Houses worldwide and as a Section we 
are unique in that we own all of our six 
properties outright, something that was 
achieved through the good management 
of our finances and our accommodations 
over the years, since the foundation of 
this Section in 1955. It is testament to that 
good management in present times that 
on this occasion, we were able to finance 
the purchase of this apartment in Killarney 
without resorting to any mortgage facility, 
and when I say we, I mean you and I and 
all of our IPA members in this Section.
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THIS YEAR MARKS THE CENTENARY OF THE BIRTH OF A FORMER IRISH SOCCER INTERNATIONAL WHO 
IS UNIQUE IN SPORTING HISTORY IN THAT HE REPRESENTED FOUR DIFFERENT COUNTIES DURING HIS 
ILLUSTRIOUS INTERNATIONAL FOOTBALL CAREER.  

William Walsh or Willy as 
he was better known in his 
playing career was born 

on the 31st May 1921 near Dublin 
Docks to a Claremorris born mother, 
May Kelly and a Dublin father, John 
Walsh who ran a theatrical group 
which at one time included Dublin’s 
much beloved Noel Purcell. In fact 
John met his wife to be, May Kelly, 
when the group was performing in 
the County Mayo town. 

When Willy was eight years old, the 
family moved to Manchester and in 
1934, at the age of 13 Willie was selected 
and played for the English schoolboy’s 
international team against Northern 
Ireland at Anfield.  

As a result of his outstanding 
performance for the English schoolboys, 
both Manchester United and Manchester 
City wanted to sign him and a dispute 
arose as to which of the Manchester clubs 
was entitled to his signature. 

This was resolved by the Football 
Association who determined that 
the choice should be his. He choose 
Manchester City, having worked there 
earlier as an office boy. In 1936 he signed 
as an amateur with the club, turning 
professional in June 1938. 

Willie’s playing career there (1938-1950) 
was badly interrupted by the Second 
World War, although he did make 109 
league appearances for them as well as 
294 wartime league and cup  games, which 
became a City wartime record.  

In September 1946, Willy made a dream 
debut for the Republic of Ireland in their 
1-0 defeat by England at Dalymount 
Park through a late Tom Finney goal. 
Contemporary news reports stated that 
the red haired Walsh played the famous 
English international Rich Carter right 
out of the game. He went on to make a 
total of nine appearances for the Republic 
from 1946-1950, during which time the 
Irish team played international matches 
with two very contrasting results. On the 
21st September, 1949 Ireland beat England 
2-0 at Goodison Park, with a score from 
a penalty kick by Con Martin and a goal 
by Peter Farrell, becoming the first team 
outside the United Kingdom to beat 
England in their own country. 

This notable achievement by Ireland 
is rarely mentioned in the media, with 
references to the Hungarian win over 
England (6-3 at Wembley- November, 
1953) as the first outside team to beat 
England on home soil. Walsh made his 
final appearance for Ireland on 10th May 
1950 in the 5-1 defeat by Belgium at the 
Century Stadium in Brussels, which was 
the first time the Republic ever played 
under floodlights. After the match he 
stated that “Ireland just couldn’t cope”, 
without elaborating on whether it was 
because of the brilliance of the opposition 
or their playing under floodlights for the 
first time.  

Willie Walsh was capped six times 
for Northern Ireland between 1944 and 
1948, playing in teams that gained some 
respectable results, including a 2-0 win 
against Scotland in October, 1947, a 2-2 

draw with England at Goodison Park in 
November, 1947 and a 2-0 win against 
Wales in March, 1948. In those days the 
IFA could select players from both sides of 
the border.   

He completed his playing career with 
Manchester in 1950 before becoming 
player manager of Chelmsford City and 
then Canterbury City. He was appointed 
manager of Grimsby Town in 1954, 
succeeding the great Bill Shankly. In 1957 
he and his Manchester born wife Edel 
emigrated to New Zealand, where he came 
out of retirement, playing for Auckland 
side, Easter Suburbs. At the age of 40, he 
played an international match for the 
New Zealand national side, making it 
the fourth country for which he played 
international football in his career.   

Moving to Australia, he took up work 
with an Insurance Company and coached 
at the Melbourne Hakoah and Melbourne 
Hungaria clubs, leading Melbourne 
Hungaria to a Victorian Premier League  
and Australian Cup double in 1967. 

Willie Walsh died on the 28th July, 2006, 
aged 85. His ashes were interred at the 
garden of Remembrance at the City of 
Manchester Stadium. 

While there are many instances of 
men and women playing international 
sport for two different countries there 
doesn’t appear to be many, if any who 
have played for four different national 
sides. Doing so places Willie Walsh as 
a man apart in the all time history of 
international sport.

by James V Healy BL (IPA Member, Ret. Sergeant, Galway)
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IPA CYCLING CLUB NEWS

WHERE WOULD WE BE WITHOUT TECHNOLOGY? THAT WILL BE A 
TOPICAL QUESTION JUST NOW, GIVEN THE RECENT HAPPENINGS 
WITHIN OUR HEALTH SERVICE AND THE DESPICABLE ATTACK 
ON THEIR COMPUTER SYSTEMS. NOTWITHSTANDING THAT, THE 
PROS AND CONS OF THAT QUESTION ARE BANDIED AROUND 
MANY A FAMILY AND STAFFROOM TABLE. HOWEVER, I FEEL THAT 
TECHNOLOGY IN THE FITNESS WORLD DEFINITELY HAS ITS PLACE. 
THIS VERY POINT WAS WELL PROVEN IN LAST YEAR’S IPA CYCLING 
CLUB’S ANNUAL TONY GOLDEN MEMORIAL CYCLE OF 2020. 

In “normal” times, this memorial 
event would be the highlight of many 
cyclist’s leisure season, and not just 

of IPA or local members. Many people 
travelled from Ballina and Belmullet in 
Mayo, to the seaside village of Blackrock 
in Louth each year, for this event, and 
often, people were left disappointed 
as they were not one of the lucky 
300, the maximum number able to be 
accommodated in the event. Great credit 
to the Tony Golden Memorial Cycle 

committee for their work every year 
and without whom this event would not 
happen, let alone be the unparalleled 
success it has become. This event is now 
into its 5th year.

Unfortunately, due to the Pandemic, 
even the thought of such numbers 
gathering together would send a shudder 
down the spine, so with the memory of our 
fallen colleague Tony Golden, together 
with our Club members and fans of the 

event in mind, our Club, led by the event 
committee came up with the ingenious 
idea of creating a very unique virtual 
challenge.

That challenge required a combined 
distance of at least 30,000km be 
completed through the efforts of all 
participants. This distance was decided 
upon as it was a close reference to Tony’s 
Garda registered number and it gave 
the event a very definite connection to 
our late colleague. All funds raised from 
registrations in the Challenge were going 
to our chosen charity ‘The Maria Goretti 
Foundation’, (nominated as usual by Tony 
Golden’s wife, Nicola). This registered 
charity is committed to the support of 
children with disabilities and its state-of-
the-art facility is based in IPACC cycling 
country in Lordship, on the beautiful 
Cooley Peninsula in north Co. Louth.

Adding to the challenge, participants 
had just five days to complete their 
cycle and register their mileage onto a 
well-designed and simply laid out online 
system, (this had to be backed up with 
evidence – it is run by Guards after all!). 
The dates of the event were 16th – 20th 
September, inclusive. All participants 
earned themselves a beautifully crafted 
Finishers’ Medal and a sense of personal 
achievement. Did we pass the test? Well, 
the figures speak for themselves.

We had 301 registered cyclists, 
representative of 32 Clubs, with 106 
‘un-attached’ cyclists. The Cuchulainn 
CC (Dundalk) Club had 67 participating, 
the most members from any Club. 17 
members of IPACC took part.Alan Gray, 
the person with most mileage completed 
a whopping 1552km over the five days 
(yes, you read that right!) and a massive 
total of 53,220km was covered over the 
five days. This fundraising event was a 
fantastic success with €11,000 raised 
for the charity. Thank you to everyone 
involved. 

IPA 
CYCLING 
CLUB NEWS 
BY CONOR MCCAUGHLEY
IPA Cycling Club Secretary

WE HAD 301 REGISTERED 
CYCLISTS, REPRESENTATIVE 
OF 32 CLUBS, WITH 106 
‘UNATTACHED’ CYCLISTS. 

THIS FUNDRAISING EVENT WAS A 
FANTASTIC SUCCESS WITH €11,000 
RAISED FOR THE CHARITY

IPA CYCLING CLUB NEWS

Our sincere thanks to our many sponsors. 
Galibier Cycling Apparel sponsored 
quality pieces of clothing for individual 
and group winners in the following 
categories:

 » Top Male – Most Distance Covered

 » Top Female – Most Distance Covered

 » First Cyclist to Log 300 Kilometres to the 
System

 » Team of 6 – Most Distance Covered

 » Garda* Team of 6 – Most Distance 
Covered

On behalf of our Club, we say a sincere 
‘Thank You’ to Galibier Proprietor, Myles 
McCorry and family for their fantastic and 
unwavering generosity over the years.

To the many celebrities, including country 
music star Nathan Carter, our local Ireland 
and Leinster rugby legends, Rob and Dave 
Kearney, comedian Kevin McGahern, to 
name but a few, who by using their online 
presence got the news of our ‘Golden30 
cycle’ out to a wide audience.

Cyclists were also invited to upload 
photos using the hashtag #LH286, 
denoting Tony Golden’s Garda shoulder 
number. 

The photos can still be viewed on the 
Facebook event page; 
https://www.facebook.com/LH286-
Garda-Tony-Golden-Memorial-
Cycle-1744108422504369/

We ask you to follow our page, through 
this link, for updates to future events, 
including details just released of 2021’s 
Garda Tony Golden cycle. Another 
important cycle event coming up at the 
end of June is the ‘Jadotville Challenge’. 
The Aim of this Challenge, run by O.N.E 
(a charity dedicated to the support of 
retired members of the Irish Defence 
Forces), is to virtually accumulate 24,000 
Kilometres over the 5 days of this event 
commemorating the 5 days of the Battle 
of Jadotville.

The challenge will start in Athlone, 
Ireland, with participants virtually cycling 
the distance to Jadotville in the Congo and 
back to Athlone. Registration details are 
available by using the link details above or 
by visiting www.jadotvillechallenge.com

Finally, I would like to commend 
the members of the IPA Cycling Club 
committee and in particular our Treasurer 
Neil O’Malley for consistently coming up 
with new and exciting challenges to keep 
us not only on our saddles, but wanting 
more in the future. Our recent cycling 
challenge was to complete at least 400km 
during April, with anyone reaching the 
target of 100km per week being entered 
into a draw for a €150 voucher for Galibier 
clothing.

The Club’s May challenge is for another 
cycling clothing voucher and I am hopeful 
(after winning the April voucher) that 
lightening might strike twice!! To improve 
my chances, I need to travel the most 
kilometres, as that entitles the holder of 
this accolade to an extra, bonus entry!

Once again, we ask all readers with an 
interest in cycling to join our IPA Cycling 
Club. Here you will find an extremely 
active, welcoming and diverse community. 
The bigger it grows, the better in terms 
of the activities provided. Our aim is to 
become one of the biggest clubs around 
(we say that we are already the best!!). 
We need you to help us achieve this goal. 
We are based in the Dundalk area but 
we would like to see other IPA Regions 
setting up their own branch of the 
club, under the wider IPA CC umbrella. 
‘Friendship through Cycling’ is our Club 
motto. For further information or to 
apply for membership, please contact 
me on 0861099818 or by email on 
cmccaughley87@gmail.com

Here’s to a safe and enjoyable summer 
for all, with lots of cycling.

Enjoying some club activity in pre-Covid19 days
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cmccaughley87@gmail.com

Here’s to a safe and enjoyable summer 
for all, with lots of cycling.

Enjoying some club activity in pre-Covid19 days
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IPA Regional News

Garda College Regional News 
by Sergeant Michael Daly, Barrister at Law, Garda College.

Retirement of Sergeant Gerry McGrath, Garda College

Gerry retired from An Garda 
Síochána, on the 4th January 
2021, having served 38 years.  He 

was first stationed in Fitzgibbon Street 
in 1983 on allocation, then to Operation 
Cobra (Serious Crime Squad) Harcourt 
Square. On promotion to the rank of 
Sergeant in 1998, he transferred to the 
Garda College, spending two and a half 
years there. He went to Clontarf as an 
SHO for eight and a half years. He was 
appointed as a Detective Sergeant in 
the Organised Crime Unit, where he 
completed six and a half years. The 
remainder of his career was in the Garda 
College, having returned there after the 
embargo on recruiting was lifted in 2014. 

He is one of only nine members since the 
foundation of the Force, who have received 
two Scott medals.  

In 1990, along with Detective Sergeant 
Vincent Markey, he pursued a patrol car 
that had been hijacked, following a post 
office robbery in Dorset Street, by an 
IRA gang. It went down North Circular 
Road, where it crashed at the junction of 
Summerhill. The raiders alighted from 
the vehicle. One was pursued by the two 
members into a laneway at the back 
of Richmond Cottages where the raider 
turned and pointed a sawn off, single 
barrel shotgun at them.  However, they 
challenged and overpowered him before he 
had time to discharge it. He was arrested 
and sentenced to 7 years imprisonment.  
Gerry was awarded a bronze Scott medal 
and Vincent a silver medal. 

One day in 1997, having purchased meat 
at a butcher’s shop, he became aware of 
a syringe wielding gang, who were about 

to hold up a chemist shop in Castleknock. 
Leaving the meat on the roof of his car, 
he followed the two raiders into the shop 
where he challenged them after they had 
assaulted three Staff members and stole 
cash from the till. One of the raiders ran 
at him with a blood filled syringe. He 
tackled them, but both managed to get out 
of the shop and he pursued them on foot.  
Gerry managed to arrest one of them and 
held him until assistance arrived. He was 
awarded the Bronze Scott Medal. 

Laughing, Gerry recalls that, on return 
to the car, his meat had been stolen!  In a 
short space of time, he had become a hero 
and another victim of crime! The Judge in 
the Circuit Court on the day of sentencing 
of one of the raiders commended Gerry 
for his due diligence and not shirking 
from his duties as a member of An Garda 
Síochána, while off duty. Additionally, 
Gerry holds a Metropolitan Police 
Commendation for assisting an off-Duty 
Police Dog handler detain two raiders after 
a robbery of a shop in Kennington, south 
London in 1993, while on holidays.  

As a lifelong IPA member, Gerry is 
looking forward to travelling extensively 
and will continue his interest in vehicle 
restoration. 

Gerry’s grandfather, Sergeant Jack 
McGrath, registered number 1841, was one 
of the first men to join the then fledgling 
Garda Siochana on the 6th. October 
1922. He was a firearms and police duties 
instructor but is remembered more for 
being a drill instructor in the Garda Depot, 
Phoenix Park where he acquired the 
nickname ‘thumbs’. He retired on the 18th. 
June 1959. 

The IPA, Ireland Section and the wider 
IPA family wish health and happiness to a 
true hero.

Former Sergeant Gerry McGrath, Garda College, his Garda Scott Medal Citations in the background, 
shows his IPA retirement presentation. With the current Covid regulations, it was not possible to 
make the usual formal presentation.

IPA REGIONAL NEWS IPA REGIONAL NEWS

Garda Headquarters 
Regional News 
by Larry Hoey 

Retirement of Garda Dan McSweeney, 

22999G, Garda Headquarters after 39 

years of Dedicated Garda Service. 

Dan McSweeney joined An Garda Síochána in 
September 1982, passing out in February 1983. 
He was first assigned to Portlaoise where he 

worked with Unit C in a variety of jobs, from the control 
room, the beat, driving, prison radio room, prison tours 
and prison boxes.

Love came calling when Dan met a young nurse from Dublin, 
called Anne, while she was doing her training. 

In July 1987, Dan was assigned to Telecom Stores in Garda HQ, 
serving there with Garda Pat Kelly and Sergeant John Raftery. 
In August of that year Dan and Ann got married and now have 
a family of eight; four girls - Sile, Elizabeth, Hannah and Anne 
and four boys - James, Daniel, Ben and Dennis. 

Dan retired on midnight 26th April 2021, having got an 
additional year due to the Covid19 pandemic situation and he 
told me that he thoroughly enjoyed all of his working career 
in An Garda Síochána. 

Dan has no major plans at present as the Covid19 pandemic 
rolls on, but will enjoy the next few months in a leisurely way, 
and when Anne retires in a few years’ time, they hope to be 
able to indulge in a bit of travel and of course to enjoy plenty 
of time with their grandchildren. 

We wish Dan, Anne and their family every good health and 
happiness for the future, as Dan begins what we hope will be a 
long and happy retirement.

Colmcille Regional News 
by Joe Lynch 

Retirement of Sergeant John Forkan, 

Milford GARDA Station, Co. Donegal. 

IPA member John Forkan retired from An Garda Síochána 
last February. On his retirement, John had completed 
almost thirty five years of dedicated service, the last 

fifteen being in his role as Sergeant in Charge of Milford Garda 
Station in Donegal. 

John’s Garda career began in July, 1986 and on transfer from the 
Garda College in December of that year, John arrived in Burnfoot 
Station, near the Donegal – Derry border. Border stations were 
busy places in the 1980s and incidents of all types were common 
during those days of violence, death and destruction on this 
little island. John gained almost six years of valuable experience 
in Burnfoot before his transfer to the District Headquarters in 
Buncrana in 1992.  

In 1997 he transferred to Ballybofey and some months later, 
in November of that year was allocated to the Special Traffic 
Corps in Letterkenny. While that allocation was of a temporary 
nature, it lasted until September 2000, when John took up duty at 
Letterkenny station. 

Three years later, John was transferred to Milford Station on 
his promotion to Sergeant and in 2006 he took up the position of 
Sergeant in Charge of Milford, the position from which he again 
entered civilian life on his retirement in February, 2021. 

Here, John is 
pictured in front 
of the iconic round 
church of Burt, Co. 
Donegal, in the 
sub-district of his 
first station, with 
his IPA retirement 
presentation. 

We congratulate 
John on his 
retirement and 
we wish him 
‘years a plenty’ 
of good health 
and happiness in 
which to enjoy his 
retirement and 
his new found and 
richly deserved 
freedom, with his 
wife Siobhan, their 
daughter Katerina 
and son Mikhail.
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Phoenix Park where he acquired the 
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worked with Unit C in a variety of jobs, from the control 
room, the beat, driving, prison radio room, prison tours 
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Love came calling when Dan met a young nurse from Dublin, 
called Anne, while she was doing her training. 

In July 1987, Dan was assigned to Telecom Stores in Garda HQ, 
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additional year due to the Covid19 pandemic situation and he 
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able to indulge in a bit of travel and of course to enjoy plenty 
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almost thirty five years of dedicated service, the last 

fifteen being in his role as Sergeant in Charge of Milford Garda 
Station in Donegal. 

John’s Garda career began in July, 1986 and on transfer from the 
Garda College in December of that year, John arrived in Burnfoot 
Station, near the Donegal – Derry border. Border stations were 
busy places in the 1980s and incidents of all types were common 
during those days of violence, death and destruction on this 
little island. John gained almost six years of valuable experience 
in Burnfoot before his transfer to the District Headquarters in 
Buncrana in 1992.  

In 1997 he transferred to Ballybofey and some months later, 
in November of that year was allocated to the Special Traffic 
Corps in Letterkenny. While that allocation was of a temporary 
nature, it lasted until September 2000, when John took up duty at 
Letterkenny station. 

Three years later, John was transferred to Milford Station on 
his promotion to Sergeant and in 2006 he took up the position of 
Sergeant in Charge of Milford, the position from which he again 
entered civilian life on his retirement in February, 2021. 

Here, John is 
pictured in front 
of the iconic round 
church of Burt, Co. 
Donegal, in the 
sub-district of his 
first station, with 
his IPA retirement 
presentation. 

We congratulate 
John on his 
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we wish him 
‘years a plenty’ 
of good health 
and happiness in 
which to enjoy his 
retirement and 
his new found and 
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freedom, with his 
wife Siobhan, their 
daughter Katerina 
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T U L L A M O R E D U E S

E V E RY M I N O R O R M A J O R E V E N T A F F E CT I N G A TOW N O R A R E A CA N H AV E I T S S E E D S 
I N A N I N N O C E N T O CC U R R E N C E A N D S O I T WA S W I T H T H E E M E RG E N C E O F T H E 
T U L L A M O R E H A R R I E R S AT H L E T I C C L U B.

In the early 1960’s, the club purchased an eight acre site on 
the Charlaville road and most of that decade was taken up in a 
planning battle with local residents. Planning permission was 
eventually granted for the project and in the early 1970s, work 
commenced on the site.

While all these developments were taking place, the club was 
producing many athletes of note, including many National Senior 
Champions. Noel Gowran, one of the founding members, was a 
National Champion in 1957 and 1958. Mick Neville took over from 
Noel in 1959 and 1960.

In 2008 the National 800 M champion was Tullamore Harriers 
Anna Marie Larkin. She left Tullamore and now resides in Strabane 
Co. Tyrone under her married name of McGlynn. This week she was 
sports headline news in the papers as she missed qualification for 
the Olympics in Japan in the marathon by just four seconds.

Probably the most well-known athlete to emerge from Tullamore 
Harriers is Pauline Curley. She won her first National Senior title 
in 1999 in the 10,000 metre event. She represented Ireland in 
the 2008 Olympics in the marathon. In 2008 she ran her fastest 
ever marathon, clocking a time of just under 2h 40m. This is but a 
sample of the many talented athletes who have graduated from 
Tullamore Harriers Club and that conveyor belt is still running.

The club has had several connections with An Garda Síochána 
since that night in 1953. Detective Garda Ned Quinlan Reg. no. 
8426, arrived in Tullamore in 1940 and was stationed there until 

TULLAMORE HARRIERS
THE PRIDE OF TULLAMORE

On a cold November night in 1953, a group of local men met 
under the street lamp, outside Eddie Clarke’s Barber shop 
in William St. Tullamore. The topic of conversation was the 

decline of athletics in the town and a good discussion was in full 
flow on how they could improve the situation. While there had 
been a local athletic club (the Columban Athletic Club) for many 
years, it was now struggling to survive, mainly due to shortage 
of funds and a supply of young new members. After a short while 
the cold began to take its toll and before they all headed for their 
home fireplaces, Eddie Clarke, the barber, invited them all inside to 
continue the discussion.

The group included Paddy Larkin, Noel Gowran, John and Billy 
Dowling, Mick and Brendan McDermott, Andrew Lowbridge and 
Larry Fox. This was the first meeting of the club that became 
known countrywide as Tullamore Harriers. You could say that this 
meeting saw the club go from street lamp to flood lights over 
the next thirty years. John Dowling became the first chairman of 
the club and Paddy Larkin was elected as the first secretary. John 
Dowling had many strings to his bow and in later years became 
a well-known GAA personality, refereeing All Ireland finals, in 
Hurling and in Football and was President of the GAA from 1988 
to 1991.

From the very beginning, it was evident that the club had loads 
of ambition. The founding members were young and energetic and 
willing to work hard to make Tullamore Harriers one of the best 
athletic clubs in the country.

My first memories of the club stem back to one evening, very 
shortly after I was stationed in Tullamore, when I visited their 
clubhouse in Offaly St. The club had purchased an old terraced 
house and renovated it and it became their HQ for many years. 
The facilities were basic but everyone who wanted to train was 
welcome.

The lack of top-class facilities brought a new challenge for the 
club – to purchase a large enough site to accommodate a modern 
training ground and clubhouse. You may well ask how a small Club 
could raise the necessary finance to bring that dream into reality! 
The answer was an annual fundraising venture which became the 
Tullamore Harriers Dancing Carnival, organised every year in the 
summer time. This was in the showbands era and the Harriers only 
brought the best to town. An amusement arcade also came to town 
for the duration of the carnival. The carnivals became so popular 
that the club organised a bus service from all the surrounding 
towns. The events were always very well run, requiring plenty of 
hard work and great commitment from the club members.

1960s carnival brochure

T U L L A M O R E D U E S 

his retirement in 1954. He was a native of Co. Waterford and had 
an interest in athletics all his life. He was a leading member of the 
Columban Athletic Club in Tullamore and later was chairman of 
the Offaly Athletic Board. When Tullamore Harriers was founded, 
Ned Quinlan continued to put his shoulder to the wheel. So much 
so that in 1956, Tullamore Harriers staged a National cross country 
race with a cup presented to the winning team. As an honour to 
Ned Quinlan for his work for athletics in Tullamore and Co. Offaly, 
the cup was named the Quinlan Cup and was competed for until 
the year 2000. From the year 1968 the Quinlan Cup was competed 
for as a road race and was a highly sought after title.

Tullamore Harriers were again lucky in 1979 when Detective 
Garda Michael Gillespie arrived in Tullamore. Mick had been 
involved in athletics all his life and had won many athletic titles 
before his arrival in Tullamore. One year, while he was stationed 
in Mountmellick, he entered the Co. Laois County championships 
and succeeded in winning the long jump, the triple jump, shot 
putt, Discus, 100m., 200m. and 400m. It was no wonder that the 
Laois athletes were delighted to see him transferred to Tullamore. 
He is now the proud holder of the Southwell Cup. This cup was 
presented to An Garda Síochána in 1923 by a Mr. Murphy to be 
competed for by athletes in An Garda Síochána. Mick won it on four 
successive occasions and thereby retains the cup for life.

He has held the position of chairman of the Harriers Athletic 
club on two separate occasions, from 1979 to 1982 and from 
1989 to 1997. He was manager of the Irish team in the European 
Cross Country Championships and the World Cross Country 
Championships.

In 1983 Tullamore Harriers were lucky again when John Cronin, a 
native of The Downings, Co. Donegal came to Tullamore on a work 
placement. A man with a deep interest in athletics all of his life 
and a talented competitor. In 1976 he was named Donegal Sports 
Star of the year. In the 1980’s he had to curtail his on field athletics 

due to injury. His love for athletics did not diminish and he devoted 
himself to administrative areas. Having filled many rolls in this 
area both at Club and national level over the following years, his 
greatest honour and for the honour of Tullamore Harriers arrived 
last week when John was elected as the new President of Athletics 
Ireland.  

It is a pleasure to visit the Tullamore Harriers complex on 
the Charlaville Road and see the facilities that are available to 
participants in all types of athletics, from the tartan track to the 
all-weather pitch.  The population of Tullamore are lucky to have 
such facilities available on their doorstep, and all due to that 
unplanned meeting under the street lamp in 1953.

My sincere thanks to my good friend, Journalist Kevin Corrigan, for 
his kind assistance in providing me with details and the time-line 
information needed for the completion of this article.

All Weather Pitch Enclosurer for Hammer Throwers

Tartan Track Tartan Track and Stand

Mick Gillespie with Southwell Cup
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All Weather Pitch Enclosurer for Hammer Throwers

Tartan Track Tartan Track and Stand

Mick Gillespie with Southwell Cup
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Whether it is referred to as a video 
game, an app or simply gaming, 
the use and enjoyment of video 

games has been with us for some time now. 
I know that many of us vividly remember 
our summer holidays in some seaside town, 
where at least part of an evening or two 
was spent visiting the arcades, with their 
rows of pay-as-you-play screen games, just 
waiting to receive your precious pocket 
money. The fun and excitement was great 
in those few short moments of escapism, 
until the money ran out. In later years, when 
the technology allowed us bring these 
games and more into our homes, gaming 
entertainment was available for all of the 
family, as and when we wanted to use it. 
Quite often, that was more frequently that 
our parents would have wished.

In the very recent times, those and 
similar games have been a welcome relief 
in helping many through the long days 
and nights of lockdown, when they were 
required to stay at home. These gaming 
systems allowed players to escape on 
adventures, fight to the last man (or 
woman) in a battle royal and even design 
and explore new worlds expressed in cube 
shaped constructions in the virtual world of 
Minecraft. 

Love them or hate them, video gaming 
has entered popular culture, with annual 
revenue reaching into the billions for the 
games industry. 

In the 1960s, computer technology 
allowed for moving graphics, which 
could interact with each other. With 
the unhindered imagination of various 
developer’s, in these early games the 
race to develop and expand the genre of 
gaming took off.

The company Atari was formed in 1972. It 
set out to develop the games industry and 
to find a way to make games profitable.  
The gaming boards, those computer 
components required to control the game, 
were built into cabinets and this allowed 
players play the games on a ‘pay to play’ 
basis. Arcades sprung up across the globe, 
with hard earned pocket money filling 
their slots. One of the first iconic games, 
‘Space Invaders’, was released in 1978. This 
game challenged players to stop the ever 
advancing aliens marching to a four tone 
musical sound effect, with the prestige of 
achieving the top score and being the best 
player in that arcade as the reward. 

The demand for newer and more 
challenging games with new characters 
would lead to the ‘Golden Age’ of gaming. 
Asteroids, Donkey Kong and Missile 
Command were further classic games which 
drove demand. Their names are still very 
recognisable today. 

With financial success being achievable, 
the next logical step for the gaming 
companies was the production of gaming 
systems for the home. In 1980 Midway 
produced a new game featuring a yellow 
character pursued by ghosts and required 
to eat power ups to win; Pac-Man was born 
and became an instant hit. This game had 
an appeal for male and female gamers, 
and for the developers, greatly increased 
revenue in the gaming arcades.  

Atari developed the home game system 
called ‘Atari 2600’, which utilised a cartridge 
system to change the games.  The rush 
that ensued to produce games and systems 

for home entertainment saw many game 
released which were of a poor standard. In 
the pre-internet days, word of mouth could 
make or break a title. The crash and fall in 
confidence in the quality of home gaming 
came in 1983 when sales dropped on the 
back of poor quality gaming releases. The 
now famous E.T. game released in a rush 
for Christmas ’83, received the unenviable 
accolade of ‘the worst game ever made’ 
from many players. Over produced and 
under sold, it resulted in huge losses, 
as there was a substantial outlay by the 
makers to use the licence rights associated 
with the movie of the same name.   It would 
take a number of years and an improvement 
in technology before a viable home gaming 
system would be seen as desirable. 

The 1980s saw some reasonable success, 
with the new ‘home computers’ becoming 
popular for gaming. Models such as the 
Commodore 64K allowed versions of arcade 
games to be played at home, although with 
a much reduced processing power than the 
expensive arcade machines. Games such as 
The Last Ninja, International Karate, R-Type, 
Gunship and Summer Games, to name a few 
saw players with their joy-sticks in hand, 
enjoy gaming without the expense of the 
arcades hunger for coins. 8-Bit retro gaming 

still has a loyal fan base today who 
still play the games from these systems 
through emulator software.

The later years of the 1980s saw a 
decline in the arcade network. Gamers 
wanted to play the games at home and 
arcades started to gain a reputation for 
trouble and anti-social problems. With the 
gaming systems for home use in demand 
once again, many companies began to 
develop their own home gaming systems 
to take advantage of that market.

In 1985, Nintendo launched its 8-Bit 
system in Japan, which they called the 
Nintendo Entertainment System or N.E.S. 
Its games proved popular, including one 
character still starring in games today, the 
Super Mario Bros. Other games released 
with a story driven adventure, such as ‘The 
Legend of Zelda’ drive the success of the 
system. Additional accessories produced 
included a light gun for the game ‘Duck 
Hunt’ allowing gamers to point and shoot 
at targets on their TV screens. 

In 1988, Sony entered the market with 
the start of a linage of home systems 
called the PlayStation. In five years they 
sold over 102 million units worldwide. 
Sony also released a huge number of 
games, of varied quality, which resulted in 
shop shelves stocking twice the number 

of games as its competitors. Games 
like Resident Evil and Grant Theft Auto 
cemented their success.

Not to be outdone, in 1991 SEGA 
released a home gaming system called 
the Mega-Drive. A 16-Bit system which 
introduced its company mascot, Sonic the 
Hedgehog to players.  The system lacked 
the number of titles to keep the interest 
in the system and by the latter part of the 
1990s is was struggling to secure sales. 

The PlayStation 2 was release in 2000, 
but by 2001 a new system was launched 
to challenge the success of Sony, called 
the Xbox. The gaming market sees the 
PlayStation and the Xbox compete for 
majority share of the home gaming 
market to this day. PlayStation is now 
on its 5th incarnation, released in 2020, 
with XBox releasing its update, the Xbox 
X in or around the same time. Characters 
from various games have also stared in 
their own movies, TV shows, books and 
other popular media, covering every type 
of adventure, challenge or quest. Street 
Fighter II, Mortal Kombat, DOOM and 
Resident Evil have all had major movie 
successes. 

During the Covid19 Pandemic when 
they couldn’t meet in person, many of our 
young family members kept in touch with 

friends through on-line games. Popular 
games included ‘Fortnite’ in which 100 
players do battle on a decreasing map 
until there is only one winner left. For 
older gamers, ‘Call of Duty’ provides the 
same idea but with a more mature graphic 
content. 

Video games are no longer the preserve 
of young people, with many mature 
gamers sharing the experience with 
their children and enjoying that common 
interest. Home gaming is here to stay but 
the fond memories of visits to the Arcades 
in Courtown in Wexford or in Salthill, 
Galway, during summer holidays in days 
gone by will remain for ever with many 
of us. The games we played then are still 
being played today, albeit, with much 
improved graphics.  

As we venture back into actual reality, 
remember to take some time to enjoy an 
online adventure with far away friends 
from time to time, but remember, it’s only 
a game…

“Playtime’s over mate…
you’re going to the 
warzone…” 

A HISTORY OF VIDEO GAMING
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WE IRISH ARE RENOWNED FOR OUR BELIEF IN SUPERSTITIONS, AND MANY WERE CITED AS THE 
CAUSE OF THE HURRICANE THAT DEVASTATED THE COUNTRY ON THE NIGHT OF SUNDAY 6TH 
JANUARY 1839, WHICH BECAME KNOWN AS “THE NIGHT THE BIG WIND”. THIS WAS THE FEAST OF 
THE EPIPHANY - LITTLE CHRISTMAS OR NOLLAIG NA MBAN (WOMEN’S LITTLE CHRISTMAS). IT WAS A 
LONG AND EVENTFUL NIGHT FOR THE POLICE, WITH MANY HEROIC DEEDS REPORTED. 

Heavy snow fell across the land on 
the previous day. When Sunday 
morning broke the weather was 

calm with a dark sky but this was indeed 
the proverbial “calm before the storm”. 
The temperature rose way above normal 
during the morning, unusual for the time 
of the year and the snow began to melt. In 
the afternoon, a cold front slowly swept 
in from the Atlantic bringing high wind 
and heavy rain. The wind continued to rise 
as darkness fell, increasing to gale-force 
and finally around midnight it became a 
full-blooded hurricane, so powerful the 
waves broke over the top of the Cliffs of 
Moher and hailstones smashed windows 
to pieces. 

It is estimated that between 250 and 
300 people lost their lives. The terror 
experienced by the people was made 
worse by the fact that it all happened in 
total darkness. In those days, in rural areas 
there was no electricity, just oil lamps 
and candlelight. Someone estimated that 
4,846 chimneys were blown down, 42 ships 
were wrecked, and 100,000 trees toppled. 
Cottages with thatch roofs and homes of 

the poor were the worst affected, with 
thousands left homeless. The reports in 
the newspapers gave graphic accounts of 
damage caused to towns, cities, churches, 
and the homes of the well-known. 

They were most eloquent in describing 
the destruction suffered by the big houses 
of the gentry, their demesnes, plantations 
of trees, livestock and crops. There was a 
notable disparity in the reporting of the 
suffering being endured by the poor and 
homeless; their coverage was minimal. 

Reports of Police activity sourced from 
newspapers of the time include; - 

Kilbeggan - a Policeman who ventured 
out wearing a cloak was lifted up by the 
wind nearly as high as the eves of the 
houses, he fell to the ground with such 
force that he was seriously injured and 
began throwing up blood. 

Loughrea was devastated by fires. The 
Police under Sub-Inspector Lewis and Mr. 
Cannon of the Constabulary, who received 
serious injuries to his eyes from hot ashes 

blowing in the wind, patrolled the streets 
until 8 a.m., as looting was a problem.  

Bruff - The roof of the Barracks was 
almost completely blown off. The 
constables observed the farmhouse home 
of a Mr. Timothy Mahony in Rathcannon 
in flames. Chief Constable Robert Carey, 
Head Constable Hayes and party ran to 
the scene, “exposed to the fury of the 
elements at the height of their rage, 
across bogs, morass and potato gardens, 
wading up to their knees in mud and 
water”. 

Athlone - Head Constable Smyth and 
fellow officers received high praise for 
procuring the Barrack fire engine and a 
company of soldiers to fight fires, many 
in cottages at both ends of the town, their 
heroic actions saved many houses.  A 
wake was being held in the house of a Mr. 
Gaynor, which caught fire, sadly part of 
the corpse was consumed before it could 
be brought outside. 

Kells - A major fire which is believed to 
have started in a bakery destroyed many 
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buildings. “The efforts of the Police were 
most heroic”. The Chief Constable Mr. 
Crawford received high praise. 

Listowel -  The Kerry Evening Post has 
high praise for the Police under direction 
of Chief Constable Fletcher for rescuing 
people from houses in danger of collapse, 
“In fact  through their unremitting 
exertions, many lives have been saved and 
much disaster prevented”. 

Dublin, Glasnevin - It was widely 
reported that part of the wall of the 
Botanic Gardens collapsed and crushed a 
sheltering Policeman to death. Strangely, 
there is no record in the archives of the 
Botanic Gardens regarding this incident 
or repairs of damage to the wall. Another 
Policeman from the “D” had both his arm 
and thigh broken when he was blown off 
his feet, also in Glasnevin. 

Dublin - The roof of number 40 Dawson 
Street collapsed and buried the family 
beneath the debris. An Inspector from “B” 
Division of the D.M.P. and two Policemen 
were praised for their “prompt exertions” 
in rescuing two severely injured people 
from the rubble. 

Dublin, Dorset Street - The destruction 
of the Bethesda; -The major fire at The 
Bethesda Lock Penitentiary for women, 

(with 40 inmates), described in one 
newspaper as “a house of refuge for 
reclaimed females”, which included 
Chapel, schoolhouse and laundry, spread 
to and destroyed five adjoining houses. 

The scene was so devastating, and 
the crowd of onlookers described as so 
immense, that Police from D.M.A Divisions 
A, B, C and D were involved, assisted by 
the military, in heroic rescue attempts. 
Police Officers mentioned as being 
present were, Mr. Walsh, Superintendent 
of the “B”, Mr. Superintendent Rice of 
the “C”, Mr. Eaton of the “A”, Mr. Selwood 
of the “D” and Inspectors Hartley, Dark, 
Gannon, Dundun. 

A Constable from the “C” suffered 
a broken arm at the scene, another 
Constable of the “A” got his thigh broken 
in nearby Constitution Hill.   Inspectors 
Prenderville and Murphy from the “C” 
were badly scorched about the head and 
eyes at the Bethesda. There were also 
deaths and injuries among the military, 
two Artillerymen were trapped and buried 
in the ruins of the Bethesda. 

A Policeman discovered and rescued 
a drunken boy from one of the burning 
houses and conveyed him to the “C” 
Division office. In reporting on the events 
of the night, one Dublin newspaper 

commented “Nor were the new Police 
deficient in the performance of their 
duties”. (The D.M.P had only been 
established two years previously). 

The old saying “It’s an ill wind that blows 
nobody any good” came to mind 70 years 
later when in 1909, the old age pension was 
introduced for persons aged over 70 years, 
but few births were ever registered before 
1865 and many people did not know their 
exact age. The Irish Pensions Committee 
decreed that if an applicant could not 
prove his age by documents or otherwise, 
then if they could remember being “Fine 
and Hearty” on the Night of the Big Wind, 
they qualified for the five shillings a week 
pension. It was speculated that a lot of 
‘cute hoors’ had gained extended memory 
and jumped in on the act. 

The Masons weren’t alone in being 
blamed for the destruction and mayhem; 
the superstitious also blamed an 
altercation between the wee people/ 
English and Irish Fairies. The destruction 
caused by the Night of the Big Wind was 
a source of great inspiration to James 
Joyce. The site of the old Bethesda at the 
junction of Dorset Street and Granby Row 
was converted into a Picture House in 1910 
which later became the Plaza Cinema, 
later The Wax Museum and now finally, the 
Maldron Hotel.

“The Freemasons brought 
the devil up from hell and 
couldn’t put him back.”
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Police Officers mentioned as being 
present were, Mr. Walsh, Superintendent 
of the “B”, Mr. Superintendent Rice of 
the “C”, Mr. Eaton of the “A”, Mr. Selwood 
of the “D” and Inspectors Hartley, Dark, 
Gannon, Dundun. 

A Constable from the “C” suffered 
a broken arm at the scene, another 
Constable of the “A” got his thigh broken 
in nearby Constitution Hill.   Inspectors 
Prenderville and Murphy from the “C” 
were badly scorched about the head and 
eyes at the Bethesda. There were also 
deaths and injuries among the military, 
two Artillerymen were trapped and buried 
in the ruins of the Bethesda. 

A Policeman discovered and rescued 
a drunken boy from one of the burning 
houses and conveyed him to the “C” 
Division office. In reporting on the events 
of the night, one Dublin newspaper 

commented “Nor were the new Police 
deficient in the performance of their 
duties”. (The D.M.P had only been 
established two years previously). 

The old saying “It’s an ill wind that blows 
nobody any good” came to mind 70 years 
later when in 1909, the old age pension was 
introduced for persons aged over 70 years, 
but few births were ever registered before 
1865 and many people did not know their 
exact age. The Irish Pensions Committee 
decreed that if an applicant could not 
prove his age by documents or otherwise, 
then if they could remember being “Fine 
and Hearty” on the Night of the Big Wind, 
they qualified for the five shillings a week 
pension. It was speculated that a lot of 
‘cute hoors’ had gained extended memory 
and jumped in on the act. 

The Masons weren’t alone in being 
blamed for the destruction and mayhem; 
the superstitious also blamed an 
altercation between the wee people/ 
English and Irish Fairies. The destruction 
caused by the Night of the Big Wind was 
a source of great inspiration to James 
Joyce. The site of the old Bethesda at the 
junction of Dorset Street and Granby Row 
was converted into a Picture House in 1910 
which later became the Plaza Cinema, 
later The Wax Museum and now finally, the 
Maldron Hotel.

“The Freemasons brought 
the devil up from hell and 
couldn’t put him back.”
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WITH INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL PRACTICALLY AT A STANDSTILL AND MAJOR 
RESTRICTIONS REMAINING ON OVERSEAS HOLIDAY TRAVEL FOR NOW, OUR HOPES 
OF HOLIDAYS ABROAD IN SUMMER 2021 ARE BEING GIVEN A REALITY CHECK. WE ARE 
FORTUNATE THOUGH, BECAUSE HERE IN IRELAND, WE LIVE IN ONE OF THE MOST 
SCENIC AND BEAUTIFUL PARTS OF THE WORLD. IT IS THE PERFECT PLACE FOR A 
STAYCATION, SIMILAR TO WHAT HAPPENED LAST YEAR, WHICH WAS A WONDERFUL 
OPPORTUNITY FOR PEOPLE SEE MORE OF AND LEARN NEW THINGS ABOUT OUR 
COUNTRY. THE GOOD NEWS IS THAT THE INTERCOUNTY TRAVEL RESTRICTIONS HAVE 
BEEN LIFTED, SO THERE ARE MANY PLACES TO EXPLORE. SO WHAT ARE THE OPTIONS 
FOR OUTDOOR HOLIDAYING IN IRELAND IN THE SUMMERTIME? 

The easiest option is to explore what’s on our 
own door step, with day trips away, on fine 
summer days. Camping is always an option, 

and one that is loved by the younger members of a 
family. Even if you opt for day trips close to home, 
there will always be opportunities to include an 
overnight stay or two away from home, and what 
better way to do that than by bringing your tent 
along. 

Many of us remember the camping trips of our 
youth, when as children, we travelled all over the 
country with our parents, with the Scouts, Girl Guides 

etc. and enjoyed our canvas homes. Nothing better 
than eating a sandwich in front of a log fire, the 
open air scented by the smell of freshly cut grass, 
with the hearty laughter of family or friends and the 
birds singing in the trees being the only sounds to be 
heard. Those are the memories of so many, so it is 
little wonder that as adults, a lot of people take the 
opportunity to go camping again and revisit those 
memories and the wonders of nature.  From a health 
perspective, camping lets us get closer to nature. 
There are many benefits from spending time in the 
fresh air and/or in the great outdoors, whether for 
exercising or for leisure.  
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HEALTH MATTERS - THE GREAT OUTDOORS

Camping seems to ignite an innate 
curiosity and a childlike spirit of adventure 
in all who pitch a tent or even roll up in a 
caravan or mobile camper. The challenges 
faced as we fend for ourselves in the new 
unknown allows us use our creativity and 
imagination. Our adventures make our 
lives more exciting, productive and above 
all, fulfilling.

There are a number of providers which 
offer people an opportunity to experience 
their own wild camping adventure, 
bringing guests closer to nature, instilling 
appreciation and respect towards our 
natural environment.  

Sitting around a sheltered campfire 
with family, friends or work colleagues, 
enjoying food in the woods cooked over 
an open fire, is quite special in so many 
ways. It brings everyone together as it has 
done since man first discovered fire. 

Being in the woods, surrounded by 
majestic trees and the sound of wild birds 
singing their hearts out offers a grounding 
and mindful experience to campers. It is 
a magical environment that allows you to 
disconnect from the modern world and 
reconnect with Mother Nature. A perfect 
place to recharge your batteries, to enjoy 
and more importantly to appreciate the 
simple things in life. You can’t help but 
feel that there is something spiritual 

about the woods and the forests, the open 
hillsides and valleys where you can find 
a safe and responsible place in which to 
pitch your tent. Being this close to nature, 
you do feel grounded in a special way, and 
for some people, that engenders feelings 
of gratefulness, compassion and empathy.  

Since we were children, we have known 
that going camping involves some work 
and a lot of exercise. In many cases, 
camping is undertaken by those who 
are already into hiking and the outdoor 
lifestyle. Wild camping, as camping 
without the use of all of the facilities 
provided by organised campsites is 
known, is usually the type of camping 
indulged in by those who have continued 
their involvement in the pursuit since 
their youth. It offers a real taste of 
unpredictable living, with no deadlines 
and little modern conveniences. Here in 
Ireland, we are very fortunate to have so 
much open space available to us for our 
use, whenever we decide to pitch a tent 
and enjoy looking up at the stars on a 
summer’s night. 

Freedom like this does not come without 
a price, but the price is simple and the cost 
minimal. It is important that whenever we 
visit the countryside, whether on our hike 
to find a suitable place for our tent or when 
we have found that place, that we adopt 
and respect the ‘Leave No Trace’ policy.  

Some farmers may allow you access 
to their land, if you ask them politely, 
but all of them will rightly expect you to 
respect their property, open and close 
gates as required and be mindful of their 
livestock, and of course, ‘Leave no Trace’. 
Farmers will be conscious of the Insurance 
implications of having strangers on their 
land and we have to be respectful of that 
and be willing accept a ‘Sorry, no camping 
here’ reply. Camp fires are a hazard in the 
countryside and great care must be taken 
to ensure safety for the environment. Not 
surprisingly, most if not all farmers will 
not permit an open campfire on their land. 

If you want to experience the enjoyment 
of camping, without the hassle of finding 
your own camping spot, then, one of the 
many commercial campsites dotted around 
the country is for you. There you can still 
enjoy a night under canvas in the open air, 
avail of the excellent facilities provided by 
the campsite and start the day off with a 
BBQ breakfast on a bright summer morning 
or spend a tranquil evening enjoying your 
BBQ supper while watching the setting sun. 

You will still get that ’feel good factor’ of 
being closer to nature and the enjoyment 
of reliving youthful memories, if you are 
one of the many who went camping in your 
younger days, and all of that can only be 
good for your health. Stay safe and enjoy 
the great outdoors.
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in all who pitch a tent or even roll up in a 
caravan or mobile camper. The challenges 
faced as we fend for ourselves in the new 
unknown allows us use our creativity and 
imagination. Our adventures make our 
lives more exciting, productive and above 
all, fulfilling.

There are a number of providers which 
offer people an opportunity to experience 
their own wild camping adventure, 
bringing guests closer to nature, instilling 
appreciation and respect towards our 
natural environment.  

Sitting around a sheltered campfire 
with family, friends or work colleagues, 
enjoying food in the woods cooked over 
an open fire, is quite special in so many 
ways. It brings everyone together as it has 
done since man first discovered fire. 

Being in the woods, surrounded by 
majestic trees and the sound of wild birds 
singing their hearts out offers a grounding 
and mindful experience to campers. It is 
a magical environment that allows you to 
disconnect from the modern world and 
reconnect with Mother Nature. A perfect 
place to recharge your batteries, to enjoy 
and more importantly to appreciate the 
simple things in life. You can’t help but 
feel that there is something spiritual 

about the woods and the forests, the open 
hillsides and valleys where you can find 
a safe and responsible place in which to 
pitch your tent. Being this close to nature, 
you do feel grounded in a special way, and 
for some people, that engenders feelings 
of gratefulness, compassion and empathy.  

Since we were children, we have known 
that going camping involves some work 
and a lot of exercise. In many cases, 
camping is undertaken by those who 
are already into hiking and the outdoor 
lifestyle. Wild camping, as camping 
without the use of all of the facilities 
provided by organised campsites is 
known, is usually the type of camping 
indulged in by those who have continued 
their involvement in the pursuit since 
their youth. It offers a real taste of 
unpredictable living, with no deadlines 
and little modern conveniences. Here in 
Ireland, we are very fortunate to have so 
much open space available to us for our 
use, whenever we decide to pitch a tent 
and enjoy looking up at the stars on a 
summer’s night. 

Freedom like this does not come without 
a price, but the price is simple and the cost 
minimal. It is important that whenever we 
visit the countryside, whether on our hike 
to find a suitable place for our tent or when 
we have found that place, that we adopt 
and respect the ‘Leave No Trace’ policy.  

Some farmers may allow you access 
to their land, if you ask them politely, 
but all of them will rightly expect you to 
respect their property, open and close 
gates as required and be mindful of their 
livestock, and of course, ‘Leave no Trace’. 
Farmers will be conscious of the Insurance 
implications of having strangers on their 
land and we have to be respectful of that 
and be willing accept a ‘Sorry, no camping 
here’ reply. Camp fires are a hazard in the 
countryside and great care must be taken 
to ensure safety for the environment. Not 
surprisingly, most if not all farmers will 
not permit an open campfire on their land. 

If you want to experience the enjoyment 
of camping, without the hassle of finding 
your own camping spot, then, one of the 
many commercial campsites dotted around 
the country is for you. There you can still 
enjoy a night under canvas in the open air, 
avail of the excellent facilities provided by 
the campsite and start the day off with a 
BBQ breakfast on a bright summer morning 
or spend a tranquil evening enjoying your 
BBQ supper while watching the setting sun. 

You will still get that ’feel good factor’ of 
being closer to nature and the enjoyment 
of reliving youthful memories, if you are 
one of the many who went camping in your 
younger days, and all of that can only be 
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A
s we grapple with the prospects 
of facing into a second 
summer of the Covid19 global 
pandemic, many are still trying 

to come to terms with the worldwide 
travel restrictions. Within the EU, those 
restrictions have played havoc with the 
tourism industry in every country, but no 
more so than in Spain, where sun-seekers 
have, for many, many years, been one of 
the mainstays of the economy. 

The pandemic has highlighted the 
dangers of putting most of one’s eggs in the 
one basket, and that is especially true for 
nations where a huge portion of national 
income is derived from tourism. Here in 
Spain, much of the employment in the 
area of tourism has been decimated. Sadly 
for the hotel, Bar and restaurant trade 
and a huge plethora of other businesses 
dependent on tourism, we are playing ‘wait 

and see’ in respect of summer re-opening 
for the international tourist industry. It 
was looking likewise for the domestic 
tourist customer here, but for a decision by 
the Government to allow free movement 
within the seventeen autonomous regions 
of Spain in coming months, with the lifting 
on the 9th of May of the second declared 
‘State of Alarm’ that was initiated on the 
25th of October last year. However some 
autonomous regions with high rates of 
Covid19 may impose their own local 
restrictions, with judicial approval. In the 
interim, Portugal and Greece have stolen a 
march on Spain and are prepared to open 
up to international tourism from abroad 
much quicker and capture a bigger slice of 
the pie while the sun shines. 

The total population of Spain now 
stands at 47 million. As of May 1st 2021, 
employment stood at 19.2 million with 

WINTER SEEMED TO PASS BY QUITE QUICKLY HERE DESPITE THE ONGOING PANDEMIC AND THE 
ENDLESS COVERAGE OF THE SITUATION IN THE MEDIA. IN MARCH WE GOT OUR MEASURE OF ANNUAL 
RAINFALL WHICH REPLENISHED THE LAKES, WATER RESERVOIRS AND DRIED OUT RIVER BEDS. THE 
SKIES CLOUDED OVER FOR A WEEK OR SO AND THE THUNDER CLOUDS ROLLED IN FROM THE ATLANTIC, 
BUFFERED BY A WARM AIR MASS RISING UP TOWARDS THE MEDITERRANEAN FROM THE AFRICAN PLAINS. 
INFRASTRUCTURAL DAMAGE WAS CAUSED TO ROADS AND WATERWAY CULVERTS WHICH COULDN’T 
WITHSTANDING THE STRENGTH AND VOLUME OF RAINFALL, WITH SURFACES COLLAPSING UNDER THE 
STRAIN. THIS WAS OUR FIRST EXPERIENCE OF WHAT IS BEING TERMED AS A ‘WEATHER BOMB’, WHICH SOME 
FOLKS HALE AS A CONSEQUENCE OF CLIMATE CHANGE.

FROM THE RAINS IN SPAIN TO 

TRAVEL PANDEMONIUM 

An
Spailpín

3.6 million unemployed or 16% of the 
population. In the first quarter of this year 
137,500 people became unemployed, 
mostly due to the pandemic, according 
to the EPA labour force survey compiled 
by the INE. This followed the 3rd wave 
lockdown. National youth unemployment 
stands at approximately 40%. In some 
regions such as Extremadura, youth 
unemployment is 56% and six out of ten 
people between the ages of 18 to 25 are 
unemployed on the island of Tenerife. 

Prior to Covid19, employment prospects 
amongst the youth had already been in 
the doldrums, since the economic crash 
of 2008. These statistics cast doubt on 
social security and raise questions about 
the sustainability of the pension system, 
where cuts appear unavoidable. The Bank 
of Spain has posted a dire warning on a 
tough post pandemic legacy for the youth 
labour market and this comes in advance 
of formulating a strategy for repaying the 
EU Pandemic fighting fund of which 140 
billion Euro has been earmarked for Spain. 

Consequently, Spain has removed 
legislation which discouraged investment 
in sustainable solar power and 
precipitated commitments to rollout 
electric vehicle charging stations that 
will convert solar and wind energy to 
electric power and reduce dependence 
on fossil fuels that harm the planet. It also 
looks like, as a ‘quid pro quo’, additional 
motorway tolls and charges are expected 
to increase by 1c per km travelled, to 
refund the EU loan.

YOU CAN LEAD A HORSE TO WATER 
BUT YOU CAN’T MAKE HIM DRINK.

At time of writing in mid-May as we 
begin the summer season here, the 
diagnosed Covid19 cases in Spain 
now number 3.615 million and deaths 

have reached 79,432 with over 6,923 
hospitalised. That number includes 1,836 
currently in ICU fighting for their lives. 
Upwards of 15.20% of the population 
have now been inoculated, with 32.29% 
having received the first vaccine jab. 

The desire to open up to international 
tourism may be stymied by traditional 
Northern European visitors who are 
opting to postpone their annual sun 
holiday until the tail end of the summer 
or even until next year, depending on 
the rollout of the proposed E.U. digital 
certificate. The slow rollout of the 
vaccination program has cast some doubt 
on Spain’s ability to inoculate 70% of its 
population by summer’s end and this may 
delay the reopening of foreign travel to 
Spain. Optimism of a return of foreign 
tourism may be premature if there is 
as expected, some vaccine hesitancy 
amongst the general public at the height 
of the traditional summer vacation period, 
as vaccination targets might not be met. 

Prior to the pandemic travel lockdown, 
short haul travel had already become 
quite a hassle, even for the well-seasoned 
solo traveller, let alone for family units. 
Long haul trips required advance strategic 
planning akin to military movements. 

There is a great onus on EU officials to 
strike the right balance when initiating 
the proposed ‘Anti-Covid Certificate’ if 
interstate travel is to be restored in a 
seamless manner, by the use of a QR code 
or App which verifies Vaccine Certificates, 
negative PCR tests and/or certification 
of Covid recovery. Upwards of 77% of 
those surveyed in Spain are in favour of 
the proposed ‘Anti Covid Certification’ for 
visitors from abroad and it is envisaged 
that such proofs may be required even for 
travel within regions of the country and 

for restaurant and hotel bookings. 
At present mandatory quarantine is 
required for those traveling from various 
hard hit countries.

If we have learned anything during the 
past twelve months and more of tumult 
and upheaval caused by the Pandemic, 
it is that no man is an island and as a 
consequence we are all interdependent 
on each other. We are indeed all ‘in this 
together, no matter how high we build our 
physical or mental walls.

“IS OLC AN GAOTH 
NACH SÉIDEANN DO 
DHUINE ÉIGIN”

“IT’S AN ILL WIND 
THAT DOESN’T BRING 
GOOD TO SOMEBODY” 
If there is a silver lining to the past 
year it’s that Brexit has proved a 
windfall opportunity for Irish food 
producers who have had their products 
shipped direct to the EU to replaced UK 
produce on the shelves of stores and 
shops in Spain and Gibraltar. 

For all of us Irish expats, the BBQs here 
in Spain will taste all the better now, 
with our Irish crisps, butter, cheese, 
rashers, sausages and of course our 
black & white pudding from West Cork 
being readily available as a result of 
their having found new markets here. 
In some respects, life couldn’t get 
much better than that!
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by the INE. This followed the 3rd wave 
lockdown. National youth unemployment 
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If we have learned anything during the 
past twelve months and more of tumult 
and upheaval caused by the Pandemic, 
it is that no man is an island and as a 
consequence we are all interdependent 
on each other. We are indeed all ‘in this 
together, no matter how high we build our 
physical or mental walls.

“IS OLC AN GAOTH 
NACH SÉIDEANN DO 
DHUINE ÉIGIN”

“IT’S AN ILL WIND 
THAT DOESN’T BRING 
GOOD TO SOMEBODY” 
If there is a silver lining to the past 
year it’s that Brexit has proved a 
windfall opportunity for Irish food 
producers who have had their products 
shipped direct to the EU to replaced UK 
produce on the shelves of stores and 
shops in Spain and Gibraltar. 

For all of us Irish expats, the BBQs here 
in Spain will taste all the better now, 
with our Irish crisps, butter, cheese, 
rashers, sausages and of course our 
black & white pudding from West Cork 
being readily available as a result of 
their having found new markets here. 
In some respects, life couldn’t get 
much better than that!
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SOUND, VISION & TECH - THE STROWGER SWITCH

Today, even the idea of having to 
learn Morse code to send and 
receive messages is consigned 

to history. In 1875, Alexander 
Graham Bell invented the telephone, 
revolutionising communications 
around the world. In those early days, 
a new industry developed, involving 
telephone switchboard operators 
who would route calls by physically 
plugging the wire connectors into a 
switchboard, effectively connecting 
your line to the line of another person 
you wished to speak with. In small 
towns, there would be just a handful 
of operators, while in the larger 
towns and cities could have up to 
one hundred switchboard operators, 
routing calls to people.  

The rotary dial telephone followed and 
for those of you old enough to remember 
those, then you will remember the rat-
tatt-tatt sound when dialling a phone 
number. This is known as pulse dialling 
and in comparison to today’s technology, 
is quite a slow process. Those telephones 
had a hand-piece and a big silver dial 
with holes and numbers on the front. 
Callers had to rotate the dial in line with 
the number you wanted to connect to. As 
soon as the other person picked up their 
hand-piece, your call was connected. I 
recently watched a very funny YouTube 
video of young teenagers trying to use a 
rotary dial phone, and their efforts were 
entertaining, if non-productive.   

Where did this all start? 
That automatic telephone dialling 

system is down to a man called Almon 
Brown Strowger. Born in Penfield near 
Rochester, New York on February 11th, 
1839. The young Strowger and his six 

brothers were well known as part-
time inventors who loved to find how 
machines worked and ways to build 
machines that would help them with 
their tasks.  

As a young man, Almon started 
working as a school teacher in Penfield, 
NY, during the time of the American 
Civil war and despite his affinity for 
teaching, he decided to sign up in the 
8th New York volunteer cavalry, which 
was on the side of the Union. He served 
as a bugler and fought in many battles, 
remaining in the regiment until the war 
ended, when he moved to Kansas City 
and went back to teaching.  

In 1888 he left teaching once again, 
this time to set up an Undertaking 
business. In order to grow his business, 
Almon purchased a telephone line, 
allowing people contact him to book a 

funeral for their loved ones. He assumed 
this would bring in more business. Soon 
after he purchased the phone line, he 
noticed he wasn’t receiving very many 
phone calls. In fact, he was receiving 
hardly any calls and it seemed the 
telephone was a complete waste of 
money. Consequently, Strowger got 
suspicious when a family friend died 
and he wasn’t given the business of 
the funeral. He immediately did some 
investigating and noticed another 
undertakes business in the town was 
booming. He soon learned the town’s 
switchboard operator was married 
to the second undertaker and was 
intercepting and passing all the calls 
for undertakers onto her husband’s 
business.  

This revelation enraged Strowger, so 
he set out to make a change in the way 
phone calls were directed. 

INSTANT COMMUNICATION IS A GIVEN 
IN TODAY’S WORLD AND NO ONE GIVES A 
SECOND THOUGHT TO THE OPERATIONAL 
SYSTEMS INVOLVED IN MAKING 
CALLS, WITH SEAMLESS CONNECTION 
POSSIBLE TO ANY COUNTRY ON THIS 
PLANET AND TO THE ASTRONAUTS 
LIVING AND WORKING ON BOARD THE 
INTERNATIONAL SPACE STATION. 

IPA Journal congratulates Larry Hoey on his receiving the IPA Member of the 
Year Award 2020. Well done and fully deserved.

How the Strowger Step-by-step switch works
In this system, the incoming line is connected to 

a central shaft through a connector arm, which 
reaches out to any one of the connections around 
the side. These connections are arranged in a semi-
circle. The central shaft can spin around on its axis 
and connect to any one of them. The central shaft 
can also move up and down, allowing it to connect 
to any connector on any level. The Strowger switch 
was comprised of ten levels, with each level ranging 
from 0 to 9. This allowed the dialler to make any 
two-digit call from 00 to 99 using this system. The 
combination of digits was controlled by electrical 
pulse from the phone of the person dialling the 
number. For longer numbers you just added more 
Strowger switches, each switch giving an additional 
two numbers to the circuit. His invention allowed 
telephone subscribers to dial other subscribers 
directly without using a switchboard operator.  

On the 21st of December 1891, Strowger filed a patent for the first rotary dial 
telephone, receiving his Patent on November 29th, 1892, and in 1896 he sold his 
patents to his associates for $1,800.. In 1898 he sold his shares in the Strowger 
Automatic Electric Telephone Company for the princely sum of $10,000 Dollars.  

In 1916, Bell Systems bought the patents for the Strowger telephone switches 
for $2.5 million Dollars. Later, Bell systems continued to develop the Strowger 
switches and subsequently submitted several other patents. Bell systems also 
developed the area code system, using the lower numbers on the rotary dial for 
the more commonly dialled cities, for example, the New York City information 
number was 212 or 131. 

Smaller towns that would be called less frequently used higher numbers. i.e. 
986 for Idaho. In 1898, Almon Strowger moved to St. Petersburg, Florida and 
returned to being an Undertaker. He sadly died at the age of 63 on the 26th of 
May 1902, having suffered an aneurysm. He didn’t die poor, owning at least one 
city block of property in St. Petersburg, Florida.  

Almon B Strowger changed and revolutionised the way we understand and 
use telephones, with his inventions, with the Strowger switch still being used in 
telephone exchanges all around the world, up until the 1980s. 
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He wanted to develop a system allowing 
people to choose who they spoke to 
and not who the switchboard operator 
thought they should, and set about 
designing a device that would replace 
the switchboard operator altogether.  

As an undertaker with no knowledge 
of how telephone systems worked, 
Strowger enlisted the help of his 
nephew William, who was an electrical 
engineer, and together with some others 
friends with electrical knowledge 
and who had access to money, they 
helped him develop his invention. 
Notwithstanding his lack of electrical 
knowledge, Strowger used a round 
cardboard collar box and arranged 
straight pins around the box in rows of 
ten until 100 pins protruded slightly 
around the inside of the box. He had now 
created his circular switchboard, with 
each pin representing an individual 
telephone. He imagined a shaft 
protruding through the centre with a 
metal limb attached. This limb would 
move up or down as well as horizontally 
along any given row representing the 
switchboard operator’s arm. Strowger 
had now invented what is commonly 
known as the step-by-step switch.  

Strowger submitted a Patent 
application for this invention of an 
automatic telephone exchange switch 
and on March 10th 1891, he received 
his Patent for the Strowger step-by-step 
switch. On November 3rd, 1892 he set 
up the Strowger automatic telephone 
exchange company and established the 
first commercial exchange, in LaPorte, 
Indiana. This exchange started with 75 
subscribers, with a capacity to take up 
to 99 subscribers. 
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