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BOOK REVIEWS

Although huge numbers apply to join An Garda Síochána at every recruitment campaign, 
it is, in fact, a very competitive process where only a small fraction of applicants end up 
being successful.

So, what is the secret to success? One word. Preparation. This definitive guide to the 
Garda recruitment process has been written by former Garda Superintendent, Noel 
McLoughlin. Noel, a native of Westport Co Mayo, retired from An Garda Siochana after 
a distinguished career. He served at various ranks in the Dublin Metropolitan Area, Cork, 
and in Divisions of Cavan/Monaghan, Westmeath, Garda Headquarters, and Community 
Relations. He was a member of the Garda Interview Panel at the Public Appointments 
Service (PAS) since its inception in 1996. He is a past President of the Association of 
Garda Superintendents and a regular contributor to national media discussions on the 
Garda Recruitment process and has featured on RTÉ, TV3, Today FM, and Newstalk.

As the founder of GardaIP.com and a former member of the Garda Interview Panel at 
the Public Appointments Service, he has personally coached and prepared thousands of 
individuals for the Garda Recruitment Process. He shares his insider’s perspective and 
thinking behind each stage of the recruitment process, clearly explaining, and providing 
crucial insights into what the assessors are looking for and why. 

The purpose of this book is to get the applicant ‘Competition Fit’ for the Garda Recruitment process. Written from an insider 
perspective, this book takes the applicant through all the requirements needed to pass from completing the initial application form all 
the way to the competency-based interview.

It is written in a very easy-to-read style and follows the sequence and format 
of the Garda Recruitment process as it exists today. In this practical ‘How to 

Book’ Noel shares his incredible strategies that will help the applicant to:

- THE ULTIMATE INSIDER’S GUIDE
DEFINITIVE GUIDE FOR ANYONE ASPIRING TO JOINING AN GARDA SÍOCHÁNA.

If you are serious about joining An Garda Síochána then this is 
the only book you need. The book is available to purchase on 
www.gardaip.com. The Kindle version is available on Amazon.

HOW TO PASS THE GARDA 
RECRUITMENT PROCESS 

• Prepare ahead of time for each stage of the 
recruitment process.

• Deliver an outstanding Application Form that will 
bolster performance at the competency interview

• Comfortably pass the Stage 1 Online Assessment; 
Verbal Reasoning, Logical Reasoning, and Job 
Simulation.

• Ace the Report Writing Exercise including how to 
structure the report.

•  Help the applicant pass the Competency 
Interview plus detailed explanations on all ofthe 
competencies, and why they are important.

• How to manage the complexities of the 
educational, vetting, medical and other 
background requirements.

• Practice Q&A’s are also included in each chapter 
so the applicant shows up at each stage of the 
recruitment process confident and fully prepped 
to perform.
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President’s 
Message

Mise i gcairdeas

Conor O’Higgins 
President IPA Ireland  E: conorohiggins@gmail.com

I am privileged and honoured as President of the International Police Association, Section Ireland to have this opportunity on 
behalf of this Section to mark the centenary of the formation of An Garda Síochána na hÉireann and to salute members past 
and present for their service to the nation.

New Beginning
Dublin Castle, the centre of British Rule in Ireland for nearly 700 years was formally handed over on August 17th, 1922 when 

Commissioner Michael Staines led his new police force through the castle gates.  So much depended on the new police force to ensure 
the safety of the population and the fledgling State.  Much was recorded of the handover of Dublin Castle to the new authorities, a 
process that was repeated throughout the nation in over 1,600 Garda Stations in every corner of the country.

The pioneers of An Garda Síochána were introduced to a nation that had just come out of the War of Independence.

To consider the logistics involved in the setting up of An Garda Síochána is mind boggling, in particular when you consider the 
infrastructure involved; command structure, communications, recruitment, transport and accommodation and many other areas 
requiring attention.  All this along with being tasked with the enforcement of law and order in a nation engulfed in civil war.

An Garda Síochána succeed in its role as a civil power in maintaining the security of the new State. During the past 100 years, the 
Force policed through the period of the civil war, recessions, economic wars, world war, cross-border bovine disease prevention, civil 
unrest and the continuous threat from terrorists, whose goal was to undermine and overthrow the State.  Such was the threat to 
upholding the authority of the State, many brave Gardaí gave their lives and many others suffered life changing injuries. All of those 
threats required significant professional responses by An Garda Síochána. It is important to pay tribute to the support given by the 
families of the members of An Garda Síochána, in the face of the many dangers that confronts those members on a daily basis.

Success of An Garda Síochána
The force has developed with distinction, gaining the respect, support and confidence of the population and by adapting the most 

modern means of policing.  This respect was gained by the good work of the members of An Garda Síochána who police with the 
consent of the Irish people.  A few days after taking over command at Dublin Castle on the 17th August, 1922, Mr Michael Stains, 
the first Commissioner, stated that “The Garda Síochána will succeed, not by force of arms or numbers, but on their moral 
authority as servants of the people” How prophetic those words were.

An Garda Síochána and the International Police Association
Since 1955, the International Police Association has worked in cooperation with An Garda Síochána and has developed a true 

professional relationship with our Garda authorities. I acknowledge, on behalf of IPA Ireland the significant support afforded our 
Association and our members by Commissioner Harris and An Garda Síochána. I trust that the work of IPA Ireland will continue to 
compliment the work of An Garda Síochána and benefit members of the Garda service professionally, culturally and socially.

On behalf of the National Executive Committee and the membership of IPA Ireland, I congratulate An Garda Síochána on 100 years 
of exceptional service to the people of Ireland, and wish continued success for An Garda Síochána in the years ahead.  I salute all 
members who serve and have served with pride and distinction in An Garda Síochána.

Comhghairdeas agus ádh mór leis an nGarda Síochána as seo amach.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Conor O’Higgins 

SPECIAL EDITION SPRING 2022
An Garda Síochána  -  100 Years of Service to the Nation

Ph
ot

o 
by

 A
am

yr
 o

n 
un

sp
la

sh
.c

om

I am honoured to be the Editor tasked with the production 
of this Special Edition commemorating the 100th Anniversary of 
An Garda Síochána, the Force that we are proud to serve/have 

served. I congratulate An Garda Síochána in celebrating this 100th Anniversary of the 
Force, a Force that can be justifiably proud of the service it has given to the people 
of Ireland over the past 100 years. A Force that has given us friends and comrades 
that are second to none, willing to lay down their lives for us, with 89 members doing 
just that, so that the rest of us and our society can continue to live in freedom and 
safety. We honour their names. 
In this Special Commemorative edition, IPA Ireland brings you a specially 
commissioned IPA Lapel Pin, depicting the Irish Flag with Garda and IPA Badges, 
indicating the unbreakable link that connects IPA Ireland to the Garda Service, and to 
the service of our country. IPA Ireland would like you to wear it with pride. 

In this edition I am honoured to carry messages received from Garda Commissioner 
Drew Harris and International IPA Pierre-Martin Moulin and I thank them sincerely 
for their contribution to this magazine and their kind words of support. Our 
correspondents and contributors bring you interesting and informative articles. Some 
stories relate to exceptional service over the past 100 years, with continuous family 
service in An Garda Síochána spanning that time. There are also numerous interesting 
stories of a historic nature in respect of Garda involvement in Irish society since the 
Civic Guard went bravely out to police this country in 1922. I hope you enjoy.

As I tie up the last strings of my editor’s bundle and move on after 13 years as Editor 
and 37 years of service on the National Executive Committee (NEC) of IPA Ireland, I 
thank my IPA colleagues with whom I served on the NEC over all those years for their 
kind assistance to me in each of the five Portfolios held. As Editor, I pay tribute to all 
of the IPA Correspondents and regular contributors, without whom my work as Editor 
would have been impossible. As Editor (elected 2009), I have enjoyed fantastic support 
from a great many members of our Association throughout this Section. I was extremely 
fortunate to inherit the services of five well established and dedicated voluntary IPA 
correspondents from the previous Editor, Brendon Colvert, in the persons of the late 
David McEllin RIP, Michael Dalton, Edwin Handcock, Tony Ruane and Pat Daly and 
all, with the exception of David join us again in this, my final edition. Their fantastic 
assistance to me in my early days as Editor cannot be overstated. 

I was equally fortunate to be able to add freelance journalist Kieron Fennelly, 
together with IPA members John Dwyer, An Spailpin, and Edel Corcoran as 
correspondents soon thereafter. Since then, I’ve had the privilege of also welcoming 
Neil O’Malley, Conor McCaughley, Darren Martin, Brendan Tighe, Larry Hoey, Michael 
Daly, John Clarke, Richard Casey and James Healy as regular contributors. The 
dedication of all correspondents has been exceptional, always exhibiting the highest 
standard of ‘Servo per Amikeco’. All National Presidents have also provided unbroken 
contributions to President’s Message and other features over those years I have 
also welcomed numerous occasional contributors to the pages of the IPA Journal. 
Together, all correspondent’s and contributors have made this magazine what it has 
been during my tenure as Editor. I applaud and sincerely thank them for their spirit of 
service. My sincere thanks to Ian Mahony, Design Manager at Real Media Group and 
his staff and to Seamus, Liz and Darren Browne of Browne Printers and to Ciarán, 
David and Audrey of Magazine Mailing Services for all their good work and their kind 
assistance over the past 13 years. And now, in that old Irish tradition, I won’t say 
‘Goodbye’, but leave you with;

“So Long Now.”

Joe Lynch - Editor | E | editoripaireland@gmail.com | M | 086 233 8603

As I write this, I am conscious that this editorial 
is sitting in the pages of the IPA Journal Garda 
Centenary Special Edition, which in itself gives it a 

very special position. The fact that it is also the last IPA 
Journal Editorial that I will write adds to its import for me.

Editorial
IPA Journal is distributed to members of the 
International Police Association in Ireland, 70% are 
serving members of An Garda Síochána of all ranks, 
the remainder being retirees. We also mail the 
magazine to friends of IPA Ireland overseas.
This magazine is sustained by the generous support of 
sponsors and advertisers; we exhort our members to 
appreciate this and to patronise those who contribute 
to our success. All revenue received by IPA in excess 
of requirements is devoted to philanthropic purposes. 
IPA provides funding for scholarships, relief of distress, 
charities, education, sport, cultural pursuits, bonds of 
friendship and co-operation between all police offi cers.

IPA Office:
IPA House, 13 Iona Drive, 
Glasnevin, Dublin 9.
T: 01 830 2907  F: 01 830 4612
E: ipairish@gmail.com

Editorial Board
President: Conor O’Higgins
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T: 00353 86 233 8603
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Disclaimer:
The views expressed in IPA Journal unless expressly stated, do 
not necessarily reflect the views of the Editor, the Publications 
Management Committee, the International Police Association, the 
Publisher, An Garda Síochána or the Garda Commissioner. The Editor 
reserves the right to edit and abridge any material submitted for 
publication. Durgan Media excludes liability for any loss or damage 
resulting from errors or inaccuracies in the printing or omission of 
the whole or part of any advertisement. Further, views expressed 
within editorial content reflect those of the author, not those of Real 
Media, and are printed in good faith for informational purposes only. 
Advertisement material may not be reproduced without prior written 
permission from Real Media. The contents of the publication, such 
as text, graphics, images and other material may be protected by 
copyright under both Irish and foreign laws. Unauthorised use of the 
material may violate copyright, trademark and other laws.
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Commissioner’s 
Message

Dear friends and colleagues, 

This year, we commemorate the centenary of Ireland’s 
national police and security service, An Garda 
Síochána, which was first formed by its foundation 

committee on February 9th 1922.

This is a valuable opportunity for us all to reflect on the 
organisation’s beginnings, the contribution of Garda personnel 
over the past 100 years, as well as consider the future challenges 
of modern policing.

Later in 1922, the very first Garda Commissioner, Michael 
Staines said, “The Garda Síochána will succeed not by force of 
arms or numbers, but on their moral authority as servants of 
the people.”This is the vision that is just as central to our work 
now as it was then. 

Throughout the decades, generations of Gardaí have 
established a special and unique bond with communities all 
across Ireland, and Garda personnel have dedicated their lives 
to public service. This has sadly not been without its sacrifice 
and we remember our 89 colleagues who lost their lives in the 
execution of their duty.

 Just as Ireland has changed and evolved through the course 
of its proud history, so has An Garda Síochána. Garda personnel 
work hard to fulfil our range of duties and responsibilities, and 
meet the needs of all those we serve.

I am looking forward to commemorating the centenary of 
An Garda Síochána through the wide range of nationwide 
events and initiatives planned over the coming months, and 
in particular recognising the dedication of all Garda personnel 
serving now and those who served before us.

Yours in friendship,

Drew Harris 
Garda Commissioner

COMMISSIONER’S MESSAGE

Drew Harris

International President’s Message

Dear IPA members, dear friends of the IPA,

It is a great joy and honour for me to wish An Garda 
Síochána, its leadership, its current and retired members 
and all those who have contributed in any way to the 

development and history of this police force, a happy 100th 
anniversary, on behalf of the International Executive Board 
and the entire IPA family worldwide.

A centenary which highlights a unit whose motto “working 
with communities to protect and serve” has enabled its 
members to distinguish themselves from the first steps of the 
provisional government of Southern Ireland in 1922 to 
the present day, during a century which has not been short 
of events, both happy and painful. A centenary which 
illustrates the importance of this institution, in the service 
of all, the Guardians of the Peace, and the values so dear to 
all Irish people.

A centenary that also gives me the opportunity to 
acknowledge the good and close relationship that An Garda 
Síochána has always had and maintains with Section Ireland 
of the International Police Association since its foundation in 
1955. An Garda Síochána, through the work of the members 
of Section Ireland, has been at the 
forefront of IPA International affairs and 
a major contributor to IPA seminars at 
IBZ Schloss Gimborn for many years, with 
Garda members delivering lectures and 
IPA members chairing and co-chairing 
seminars there since the early 1990s. 
May this cooperation and contribution 
continue for a long time, for the benefit 
of the participants from all over the world.

My friends, IPA Section Ireland is for sure 
a strong section, and the presence of our 
Irish IPA friends at any of our association’s 
events is always a credit to your country 
and to An Garda Síochána. Irish people 
have the generosity of service in their
 veins, but also the generosity of friendship 
in their hearts.

I can‘t conclude without a special mention for Joe Lynch, 
former President of the section, who is also commemorating 
his final edition as Editor, completing 13 years as Editor and 
37 years of service on the National Executive Committee of 
Section Ireland. Joe, you have been, and still are, an example of 
dedication and a true ambassador of our motto 
Servo per Amikeco . 

Thank you for all you have brought to the IPA at national and 
international level. You no longer can count the number of 
friends you have, so many are they, and they all join me in saying 
thank you. The IPA is built on the commitment of its members, 
and you are a model of that.

Dear friends from the IPA and An Garda Síochána, 
congratulations to you all on this wonderful anniversary.

May your traditional shamrock always bring you good luck. 
Long live An Garda Síochána, Long live IPA Ireland,

Servo per Amikeco, 

Pierre-Martin Moulin

INTERNATIONAL PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Pierre-Martin Moulin 
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A CIRCLE OF TIME IN GARDA HISTORY

As we mark the 100th Anniversary 
of An Garda Síochána, a clock 
that still adorns the walls of 

Kilkenny Garda station has marked the 
passage of Garda time in this Castle city.
When Ireland became a Free State in 
1922, the Civic Guard took over the role 
of policing. At that time in Kilkenny City, 
there were two barracks which had been 
vacated by the RIC; one on each side of 
the River Nore on John’s Street and on 
Parliament Street. 

In 1919, Peter De Loughry, a native 
of Kilkenny City was elected Mayor of 
Kilkenny City and served as Mayor from 
1919 to 1925.  When elected, Peter De 
Loughry was a prisoner in Lincoln Gaol 
with other notable nationalist leaders, 
including Eamon De Valera.  Several 
attempts were made by these leaders to 
break free and all failed until De Loughry 
used his metalworking skills to forge 
a master key, which was subsequently 
used in the successful escape of Eamon 
De Valera, Sean Milroy and Sean 
McGarry, who were met outside the 
prison gate by Michael Collins and Harry 
Boland. This was a major coup in the 
fight for Irish freedom.

In 1924, to mark the presence of An 
Garda Síochána in Kilkenny City, De 
Loughry, on behalf of the people of the 
City presented two clocks to the Force; 
one for each Garda Barracks. One of those 
clocks now hangs in Kilkenny Station at 
Dominic Street, physically connecting 
those earliest days of An Garda Síochána 
to those members now serving in the city, 
as it has done through the 100 years of 
great service given by the Garda force/
service here in Kilkenny and nationwide.  
Peter De Loughry served as a Senator and 
TD until his death in 1931, at the young 
age of 63 years.

FROM RIC BARRACKS TO GARDA 
STATIONS

The RIC Barracks taken over by the new 
Civic Guard and used as Garda Stations 
have their own interesting history. 

PARLIAMENT STREET STATION 
(NUMBER 36)

This building, built c.1775, became 
the town house in 1837 for the Sullivan 
family who had a brewery in James’ Street.  
Richard Sullivan who lived here was Mayor 
and M.P. and friend of Daniel O’Connell.  
In 1873 the house was set to Income Tax 

Officers. In 1900 it was occupied by the 
RIC and when vacated by them in 1922, 
was taken over by the newly formed Civic 
Guard. It functioned as a Garda Station 
until the present Garda station was 
opened at Dominic Street in 1946.

The 1911 Census shows it to be 
occupied by ten RIC constables; all 
resident in the building. It is worth noting 
that all ten constables were born outside 
the locality (probably a security policy 
at the time). The same applies to the 
ten constables then resident in the John 
Street Barracks.

DOMINIC STREET GARDA STATION
The new Barracks was built in 1946 

by Dowling Brothers, who also built the 
Kennyswell housing scheme at about the 
same time. On the completion of the new 
barracks, No. 36 Parliament Street was 
acquired by the Dowling family who still 
retain possession of that building today. 
The Dowling family lived at No. 36 until 
the early fifties, when the family moved 
to a new residence. In the 1970s, Mrs 
Dowling returned to 36 Parliament Street, 
where she died in 2018, at the great age 
of 103 years. Mrs Dowling’s nephew, 

A CIRCLE OF TIM
E IN

 G
ARDA HISTORY - K

ILKEN
NY

 &
 C

AR
LO

W
 R

EG
IO

N

TIME AND TIDE WAITS FOR NEITHER MAN, WOMAN OR CHILD!

Gerry O’Neill recalls his earliest memories 
of visiting his Aunt Bessie in No. 36, in 
the early 1950s, and while playing with 
his cousins, being locked in the cells. 
The cells were removed sometime in the 
interim, but some of the old cell doors 
remain. The original day room, first on 
the left in the main hallway, used by the 
family as a sitting room, still retains some 
of its original features. The property is 
now maintained by Joe Dowling, the 
youngest son of that family.

NO. 71 JOHN’S STREET RIC BARRACKS/
GARDA STATION.

This very large four storey building has 
an acre of ground attached, and back 
in time, is said to have been a brewery 
belonging to the Shearmon family. It 
became one of four properties sold by the 
Landed Estate Court, being purchased 
by a Mr. Edward Bacon. In 1896 it was 
let to the RIC as a barracks and in 1922 
was taken over by the new Civic Guard. 
During the War of Independence, a 
company of Black and Tans posted to 
Kilkenny City were accommodated 
next door, in No. 70.  When No. 70 was 
commandeered, it was the property of 
Doheny sisters who moved to Dublin.  
When No. 71 closed as a Garda Station it 
was refurbished and became the Central 
Hotel. It is now owned by Mr. Eamon 
Langton. This well known establishments 
in Kilkenny City is a top class hotel and 
entertainment centre. 

References – (The Old Kilkenny Review 
1962, by John Finn and Mrs J C M 
Murphy) & (Census 1911)

FIRST GARDA TO BE MURDERED IN 
FREE STATE

Garda Henry Phelan, Reg. Number 1347 
joined the new force on the 27th May 
1922.  Prior to joining, Henry served 
in the volunteers and was a native of 
Mountrath, Co. Laois. Henry was posted 
to Callan, Co. Kilkenny.  On November 
14th, 1922, Henry and two of his 
colleagues travelled to Mullinahone, Co 
Tipperary to purchase hurleys for a team 
they were forming. While in the shop, two 
armed men entered and without warning 
one of them shot Garda Phelan dead.  

INTERNATIONAL POLICE 
ASSOCIATION AND AN GARDA 
SÍOCHÁNA

An Garda Síochána was well established 
when in 1955 Garda Chief Superintendent 
Tom Collins became aware of a new 

Association, the brainchild of Police 
Officer, Arthur Troop, Lincolnshire 
Constabulary, to be known as The 
International Police Association (IPA).

Tom Collins became the first President 
of IPA, and with others, forged a 
relationship with the original seven 
Sections. Ireland was affiliated to the 
Association at the first World Congress in 
Paris in 1955.

I am so proud to be President of 
Section Ireland and to be part of an 
Association that has developed to where 
we are today. 63 Nations (Sections) 
across all continents, with a combined 
membership of serving and retired police 
officers now approaching 400,000. Since 
1955, IPA and An Garda Síochána have 
provided much support to each other, 
through professional, social and cultural 
interaction. 

IPA continues to sponsor Garda 
members in attending police training 
and academic courses nationally and 
internationally and An Garda Síochána 
provides great support to our Association 
in IPA Police Exchange programmes. 

Under the Cultural and Social umbrella 
of our Association, members of An Garda 
Síochána experience interaction with 
visiting police officers and while travelling 
overseas to IPA events and at professional 
seminars at Gimborn Castle, Germany 

On behalf of the IPA, I wish An Garda 
Síochána a happy 100th birthday and 
continued success. 

I wish to acknowledge the kind assistance 
of Mr Gerry O’Neill, Retired Principal 
of Muckalee National School, Dr Colm 
Costelloe and Sergeant Conor Nolan, 
Sergeant in Charge, Kilkenny Garda 
Station, and I thank them for their help 
with my research. 

A CIRCLE OF TIME IN GARDA HISTORY

by Conor O’Higgins, 
President, IPA Ireland

Mayor Peter De Loughry

Main image opposite page: 
Clock presented Mayor to 
Kilkenny Gardai 1924

John St Station

8 IPA Journal  |  Spring 2022



A CIRCLE OF TIME IN GARDA HISTORY

As we mark the 100th Anniversary 
of An Garda Síochána, a clock 
that still adorns the walls of 

Kilkenny Garda station has marked the 
passage of Garda time in this Castle city.
When Ireland became a Free State in 
1922, the Civic Guard took over the role 
of policing. At that time in Kilkenny City, 
there were two barracks which had been 
vacated by the RIC; one on each side of 
the River Nore on John’s Street and on 
Parliament Street. 

In 1919, Peter De Loughry, a native 
of Kilkenny City was elected Mayor of 
Kilkenny City and served as Mayor from 
1919 to 1925.  When elected, Peter De 
Loughry was a prisoner in Lincoln Gaol 
with other notable nationalist leaders, 
including Eamon De Valera.  Several 
attempts were made by these leaders to 
break free and all failed until De Loughry 
used his metalworking skills to forge 
a master key, which was subsequently 
used in the successful escape of Eamon 
De Valera, Sean Milroy and Sean 
McGarry, who were met outside the 
prison gate by Michael Collins and Harry 
Boland. This was a major coup in the 
fight for Irish freedom.

In 1924, to mark the presence of An 
Garda Síochána in Kilkenny City, De 
Loughry, on behalf of the people of the 
City presented two clocks to the Force; 
one for each Garda Barracks. One of those 
clocks now hangs in Kilkenny Station at 
Dominic Street, physically connecting 
those earliest days of An Garda Síochána 
to those members now serving in the city, 
as it has done through the 100 years of 
great service given by the Garda force/
service here in Kilkenny and nationwide.  
Peter De Loughry served as a Senator and 
TD until his death in 1931, at the young 
age of 63 years.

FROM RIC BARRACKS TO GARDA 
STATIONS

The RIC Barracks taken over by the new 
Civic Guard and used as Garda Stations 
have their own interesting history. 

PARLIAMENT STREET STATION 
(NUMBER 36)

This building, built c.1775, became 
the town house in 1837 for the Sullivan 
family who had a brewery in James’ Street.  
Richard Sullivan who lived here was Mayor 
and M.P. and friend of Daniel O’Connell.  
In 1873 the house was set to Income Tax 

Officers. In 1900 it was occupied by the 
RIC and when vacated by them in 1922, 
was taken over by the newly formed Civic 
Guard. It functioned as a Garda Station 
until the present Garda station was 
opened at Dominic Street in 1946.

The 1911 Census shows it to be 
occupied by ten RIC constables; all 
resident in the building. It is worth noting 
that all ten constables were born outside 
the locality (probably a security policy 
at the time). The same applies to the 
ten constables then resident in the John 
Street Barracks.

DOMINIC STREET GARDA STATION
The new Barracks was built in 1946 

by Dowling Brothers, who also built the 
Kennyswell housing scheme at about the 
same time. On the completion of the new 
barracks, No. 36 Parliament Street was 
acquired by the Dowling family who still 
retain possession of that building today. 
The Dowling family lived at No. 36 until 
the early fifties, when the family moved 
to a new residence. In the 1970s, Mrs 
Dowling returned to 36 Parliament Street, 
where she died in 2018, at the great age 
of 103 years. Mrs Dowling’s nephew, 

A CIRCLE OF TIM
E IN

 G
ARDA HISTORY - K

ILKEN
NY

 &
 C

AR
LO

W
 R

EG
IO

N

TIME AND TIDE WAITS FOR NEITHER MAN, WOMAN OR CHILD!

Gerry O’Neill recalls his earliest memories 
of visiting his Aunt Bessie in No. 36, in 
the early 1950s, and while playing with 
his cousins, being locked in the cells. 
The cells were removed sometime in the 
interim, but some of the old cell doors 
remain. The original day room, first on 
the left in the main hallway, used by the 
family as a sitting room, still retains some 
of its original features. The property is 
now maintained by Joe Dowling, the 
youngest son of that family.

NO. 71 JOHN’S STREET RIC BARRACKS/
GARDA STATION.

This very large four storey building has 
an acre of ground attached, and back 
in time, is said to have been a brewery 
belonging to the Shearmon family. It 
became one of four properties sold by the 
Landed Estate Court, being purchased 
by a Mr. Edward Bacon. In 1896 it was 
let to the RIC as a barracks and in 1922 
was taken over by the new Civic Guard. 
During the War of Independence, a 
company of Black and Tans posted to 
Kilkenny City were accommodated 
next door, in No. 70.  When No. 70 was 
commandeered, it was the property of 
Doheny sisters who moved to Dublin.  
When No. 71 closed as a Garda Station it 
was refurbished and became the Central 
Hotel. It is now owned by Mr. Eamon 
Langton. This well known establishments 
in Kilkenny City is a top class hotel and 
entertainment centre. 

References – (The Old Kilkenny Review 
1962, by John Finn and Mrs J C M 
Murphy) & (Census 1911)

FIRST GARDA TO BE MURDERED IN 
FREE STATE

Garda Henry Phelan, Reg. Number 1347 
joined the new force on the 27th May 
1922.  Prior to joining, Henry served 
in the volunteers and was a native of 
Mountrath, Co. Laois. Henry was posted 
to Callan, Co. Kilkenny.  On November 
14th, 1922, Henry and two of his 
colleagues travelled to Mullinahone, Co 
Tipperary to purchase hurleys for a team 
they were forming. While in the shop, two 
armed men entered and without warning 
one of them shot Garda Phelan dead.  

INTERNATIONAL POLICE 
ASSOCIATION AND AN GARDA 
SÍOCHÁNA

An Garda Síochána was well established 
when in 1955 Garda Chief Superintendent 
Tom Collins became aware of a new 

Association, the brainchild of Police 
Officer, Arthur Troop, Lincolnshire 
Constabulary, to be known as The 
International Police Association (IPA).

Tom Collins became the first President 
of IPA, and with others, forged a 
relationship with the original seven 
Sections. Ireland was affiliated to the 
Association at the first World Congress in 
Paris in 1955.

I am so proud to be President of 
Section Ireland and to be part of an 
Association that has developed to where 
we are today. 63 Nations (Sections) 
across all continents, with a combined 
membership of serving and retired police 
officers now approaching 400,000. Since 
1955, IPA and An Garda Síochána have 
provided much support to each other, 
through professional, social and cultural 
interaction. 

IPA continues to sponsor Garda 
members in attending police training 
and academic courses nationally and 
internationally and An Garda Síochána 
provides great support to our Association 
in IPA Police Exchange programmes. 

Under the Cultural and Social umbrella 
of our Association, members of An Garda 
Síochána experience interaction with 
visiting police officers and while travelling 
overseas to IPA events and at professional 
seminars at Gimborn Castle, Germany 

On behalf of the IPA, I wish An Garda 
Síochána a happy 100th birthday and 
continued success. 

I wish to acknowledge the kind assistance 
of Mr Gerry O’Neill, Retired Principal 
of Muckalee National School, Dr Colm 
Costelloe and Sergeant Conor Nolan, 
Sergeant in Charge, Kilkenny Garda 
Station, and I thank them for their help 
with my research. 

A CIRCLE OF TIME IN GARDA HISTORY

by Conor O’Higgins, 
President, IPA Ireland

Mayor Peter De Loughry

Main image opposite page: 
Clock presented Mayor to 
Kilkenny Gardai 1924

John St Station

IPA Journal  |  Spring 2022 9



THE NATIONAL FLAG

NOTHING IS MORE SYMBOLIC OF A COUNTRY’S IDENTITY THAN ITS NATIONAL FLAG. IT IS RAISED 
TRIUMPHALLY OVER THE PODIUM DURING THE PLAYING OF THE NATION’S NATIONAL ANTHEM, 
WHEN A CITIZEN WINS A GOLD MEDAL AT THE OLYMPIC GAMES OR WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS. ON 
THE OTHER HAND, IT IS LOWERED TO HALF MAST ON THE OCCASION OF A NATIONAL TRAGEDY 
OR WHEN AN EMINENT PERSON OF THAT COUNTRY DIES. THE NATIONAL FLAG IS ALSO DISPLAYED 
OVER GOVERNMENT BUILDINGS AND IS PROUDLY FLOWN ON THE OCCASIONS OF NATIONAL 
FESTIVALS, SPORTING EVENTS AND MAJOR CELEBRATIONS. THE FLAG ALSO HAS PROMINENCE 
MARKING THE NATIONAL IDENTITY OF THE SHIPPING FLEET ON THE HIGH SEAS AND OCEANS. IT 
IS DISPLAYED WITHIN THE EU WHERE THAT COUNTRY IS A MEMBER OF THE UNION.  FOR US, AS 
CITIZENS, IT IS INDEED A STATEMENT OF ALLEGIANCE AND A PRIMARY SYMBOL OF IDENTITY.

Rather surprisingly the first official Irish 
tricolour was made in France by Edward 
Hollywood, a Huguenot silk weaver who lived 

in the Liberties. He travelled to France with the 
Young Irish Movement in 1848, where he acquired the 
richest of French silk for the making of the flag. It 
was modelled on the French tricolour, styled on that 
symbol of the French Revolution which echoed the 
principles of freedom, equality and fraternity that 
was proclaimed at that time. This takes us back to 
the roots of the modern democratic movement, the 
green and orange of the Irish Flag replacing the blue 
and red of the French, but retaining the unifying 
centre white and affirming the same underlying 
principle of popular sovereignty. Interestingly, the 
Ivory Coast flag was also modelled on the French 
tricolour and the colours are identical to the Irish 
Flag but are in reverse order.

On the 7th March, 1848 Waterford born Thomas Francis Meagher 
unfurled for the first time what is now our national flag. That 
flag made in France, had been presented to him at the Wolfe 
Tone Confederate Club on the Mall in Waterford. He explained 
the inspiration behind it, saying “The white in the centre 
signified a lasting truce between Orange and Green. I trust that 
beneath its folds the hands of the Irish Catholic and the Irish 
Protestant may be clasped in generous and heroic brotherhood”

Meagher who was strongly influenced by the revolution in 
Europe, especially in France, joined the Young Irelanders group 
whose main objective was complete Irish independence. He 
was a candidate in the 1848 By-election, which he lost narrowly. 
During his election campaign, he stated; “what strength have I 
to beat my way towards that bold headland upon which I have 
sworn to plant the flag I have rescued from the wreck”. Following 
the Young Irelander Rebellion of 1848, Meagher was arrested 
on the 12th August, 1848. He was charged with sedition and on 
conviction was sentenced to be ‘hanged, drawn and quartered’, 
but due to national outrage at this sentence, this death sentence 
was commuted to transportation on a prison ship for life to 
Van Diemen’s Land, now known as Tasmania. During his trial, 
he declared from the dock  “I now bid farewell to the country 
of my birth – of my passions – of my death;  a country whose 
misfortunes have invoked my sympathies – whose factions I 
sought to quell – whose intelligence I prompted to a lofty aim – 
whose freedom has been my fatal dream”.

Upon deportation to Tasmania, he was thought well enough 
of to be given his own territory, and there lived the life of a 

gentleman. However, in 1852 he escaped to South America, and 
made his way on to New York City. He joined the army there, 
becoming a Brigadier General. He is credited with recruiting 
and leading the fierce Irish Brigade in the American Civil War. 
He became an American Civil war hero, credited with been the 
father of ‘Irish-Americanism’.  He was chosen to be a pallbearer 
at the funeral of President Abraham Lincoln in 1865. After the 
civil war, Meagher became the Acting Governor of Montana 
and attempted to create a working relationship between the 
territory’s Republicans and Democrats. However, in that, he was 
unsuccessful. Thomas Francis Meagher, never returned to Ireland 
after deportation to Tasmania. He met a tragic end on the night of 
the 1st July, 1867. While on a steamboat on the Mississippi river, he 
mysteriously fell overboard and was drowned. His body was never 
recovered from the fast flowing river.  He was just 43 years of age 
when he died. During President John F. Kennedy’s visit to Ireland 
in 1963, he addressed a joint sitting of the Dail and Seanad and in 
his speech, paid an endearing tribute to the part the Irish Brigade 
led by Thomas Francis Meagher played when they fought in the 
American Civil War. At the conclusion of his speech, President 
Kennedy, on behalf of the American people, presented the flag of 
the Fighting 69th Irish Brigade to the House. That flag now hangs in 
Leinster House. 

After Meagher’s unveiling of the tricolour in 1848, the issue of 
the flag would lie dormant for a number of decades. Then, in the 
early years of the 20th century, two significant events again brought 
Ireland’s flag to national and international prominence.  The first 
such event was the occasion of the Intercalated Olympic Games 
held in Athens in 1906. Peter O’Connor (dubbed ‘The Irish Antelope’), 
John Daly and Con Leahy all paid their own way to compete in 
these Olympics, on the understanding that they would be allowed 
to compete as representatives of Ireland.  O’Connor had set a Long 
Jump Record in Ballsbridge in 1901 and that record would stand as 
a World Record for 20 years and an Irish National Record for all of 
89 years. When competing in the Long Jump in the 1906 Athens 
Olympics, even though his ability would have indicated a sure win 
and Gold, he was placed second, when the only judge in the event 
was Matthew Halpin, the manager of the American team, with 
an American athlete duly awarded the Gold. When the ceremony 
for the event was taking place and the United Kingdom’s Union 
Jack was raised over the podium for receipt of his silver medal, 
he climbed the twenty foot pole, assisted by Daly, and replaced it 
with a large green Irish flag with words ‘Erin go Bragh’ imprinted 
on it.  It caused consternation to the onlooking Olympic officials. It 
is seen as the first ever overt political act in modern-day Olympic 
history. Three days later he won the Gold Medal in the Triple Jump, 
with Daly winning gold in the High Jump. O’Connor’s protest had a 
belated effect when many years later following intensive research by 
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THE NATIONAL FLAG

NOTHING IS MORE SYMBOLIC OF A COUNTRY’S IDENTITY THAN ITS NATIONAL FLAG. IT IS RAISED 
TRIUMPHALLY OVER THE PODIUM DURING THE PLAYING OF THE NATION’S NATIONAL ANTHEM, 
WHEN A CITIZEN WINS A GOLD MEDAL AT THE OLYMPIC GAMES OR WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS. ON 
THE OTHER HAND, IT IS LOWERED TO HALF MAST ON THE OCCASION OF A NATIONAL TRAGEDY 
OR WHEN AN EMINENT PERSON OF THAT COUNTRY DIES. THE NATIONAL FLAG IS ALSO DISPLAYED 
OVER GOVERNMENT BUILDINGS AND IS PROUDLY FLOWN ON THE OCCASIONS OF NATIONAL 
FESTIVALS, SPORTING EVENTS AND MAJOR CELEBRATIONS. THE FLAG ALSO HAS PROMINENCE 
MARKING THE NATIONAL IDENTITY OF THE SHIPPING FLEET ON THE HIGH SEAS AND OCEANS. IT 
IS DISPLAYED WITHIN THE EU WHERE THAT COUNTRY IS A MEMBER OF THE UNION.  FOR US, AS 
CITIZENS, IT IS INDEED A STATEMENT OF ALLEGIANCE AND A PRIMARY SYMBOL OF IDENTITY.

Rather surprisingly the first official Irish 
tricolour was made in France by Edward 
Hollywood, a Huguenot silk weaver who lived 

in the Liberties. He travelled to France with the 
Young Irish Movement in 1848, where he acquired the 
richest of French silk for the making of the flag. It 
was modelled on the French tricolour, styled on that 
symbol of the French Revolution which echoed the 
principles of freedom, equality and fraternity that 
was proclaimed at that time. This takes us back to 
the roots of the modern democratic movement, the 
green and orange of the Irish Flag replacing the blue 
and red of the French, but retaining the unifying 
centre white and affirming the same underlying 
principle of popular sovereignty. Interestingly, the 
Ivory Coast flag was also modelled on the French 
tricolour and the colours are identical to the Irish 
Flag but are in reverse order.

On the 7th March, 1848 Waterford born Thomas Francis Meagher 
unfurled for the first time what is now our national flag. That 
flag made in France, had been presented to him at the Wolfe 
Tone Confederate Club on the Mall in Waterford. He explained 
the inspiration behind it, saying “The white in the centre 
signified a lasting truce between Orange and Green. I trust that 
beneath its folds the hands of the Irish Catholic and the Irish 
Protestant may be clasped in generous and heroic brotherhood”

Meagher who was strongly influenced by the revolution in 
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whose main objective was complete Irish independence. He 
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During his election campaign, he stated; “what strength have I 
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the Young Irelander Rebellion of 1848, Meagher was arrested 
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sought to quell – whose intelligence I prompted to a lofty aim – 
whose freedom has been my fatal dream”.
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Olympic historians, those wins by O’ Connor and Daly, 
amongst others, are now recorded as Irish victories. 

The second and main event in establishing Ireland’s 
own national Flag was the 1916 Rising, the result of 
which would see the Tricolour recognised as the 
national flag of Ireland. The making of the 1916 
tricolour was undertaken by Sean MacDiarmada, 
who made the flag from Irish linen. Before the 
Proclamation was read out, Willie Pearse, brother of 
Patrick, ascended to the rooftop of the GPO with two 
flags, one a green one with the words ‘Irish Republic’ 
inscribed upon. This was hoisted by Eamonn Bulfin. 
The second one, a tricolour is thought to have been 
hoisted by Quartermaster General, Michael Staines. 
Afterwards, James Connolly proclaimed ‘For the first 
time in 700 years the flag of a free Ireland floats 
triumphantly in Dublin City’. The hoisting of the 
tricolour was seen as a signal for national freedom 
and unity. As a result of the ensuing attack by British 
army on the building, those flags were lost in the 
chaotic mayhem of battle. 

The Green flag, with an Irish Harp and ‘Irish 
Republic’ written on it in white and gold lettering 
ended up in the Imperial War Museum and was 
returned to the National Museum in Dublin in 1966, 
where it still remains. The Tricolour that had been 
raised over the GPO was found by a Sergeant Davis 
from Lisburn, Co. Antrim, who was serving in the 
British Army at the time.  In subsequent years, it 
made its way, through a number of intermediaries, 
into the hands of a Mr Sweetman in Co. Meath. It 
was put up for auction in New York in 2010 with 
an expected price tag of up to $500,000. It did not 
sell at auction and afterwards went on a long term 
loan to the American-Irish Historical Society in New 
York, USA.  Interestingly, in 2006, an Irish tricolour 
purporting to be the flag that had been flown over the 
GRO in the 1916 Rising was sold at auction in Dublin to 
an unidentified bidder for 600,000 Euro.  

After Independence and from the 1920’s onwards 
the tricolour was recognised and acknowledged as 
our national flag. It was also the flag under which the 
Civic Guard, later An Garda Síochána was established 
in 1922. In that year 300 founding Gardaí under 
Commissioner Michael Staines marched into Dublin 
Castle to take over from the last of the British forces, 
the King’s Own Shropshire Light Infantry. One of the 
last surviving members, former Garda Tom Boland, 
who passed away in 1997 and who participated in the 
take over on that momentous occasion later recalled 
the event in an interview, putting it succinctly 
that “there was no ceremony, they moved out and 
we moved in. Their British flag came down and 
the Tricolour went up”. The Tricolour was legally 
confirmed by Article 7 of the Constitution of 1937, 
which states ‘The national flag is the tricolour of 
green white and orange’.

Ireland competed under the Tricolour for the first 
time at the 1924 Olympic Games in Paris. Our new 
national flag was raised in triumph for the first time 
when Pat O’Callaghan from Kanturk, Co. Cork won the 
gold medal in the Hammer throw in the 1928 Olympic 
Games in Amsterdam,  a feat repeated on the double 
just four years later when O’Callaghan again succeeded 
in the hammer throw and Bob Tisdall in the 400 

meters hurdles, with both winning gold medals within 
an hour of each other in the sun kissed Californian 
Olympic stadium in Los Angeles. Since then and 
particularly in the post war era, our Tricolour has 
been proudly displayed and raised in triumph on 
many occasions when Irish men and women and 
Irish teams, far too many to mention, have taken a 
winners podium at Olympic Games and other notable 
international events. In the 1970 Olympic Games in 
Montreal, Gardaí Andy McDonagh and Frank Moore 
were selected as part of the Coxless Four rowing team 
with Frank Moore having the honour of carrying the 
Irish flag at the Opening Ceremony.

However, one event stands out when the Irish 
Tricolour became centre stage before the eyes of the 
world on an international stage. It was then that the 
prophetic utterance of Thomas Francis Meagher in 
1848 found their true place. This was the occasion 
of the 1988 Seoul Olympic Games, when an eighteen 
year old boxer named Wayne McCullough from the 
Shankill Road in Loyalist Belfast, against the backdrop 
of the then ‘Troubles’ in Northern Ireland, carried 
the Irish Flag  at the opening ceremony of those 
Games. He later stated that on his return to Belfast, 
no one said anything negative to him for carrying 
the Irish Flag. That was truly remarkable  given the 
atmosphere in those days, when much of Belfast was 
like a war zone. He added that he felt that it was a 
really positive thing for him to do as a sports person 
representing Shankill Road, which was known for 
other things. Boxers Brendan Irvine from Belfast and 
Kellie Harrington from Dublin (Gold Medal winner) 
jointly carried the tricolour at the opening ceremony 
of the Olympic Games in Tokyo last year. 

The National flag has also been flown when Ireland 
joined the League of Nations in Geneva in 1923, the 
United Nations in 1955 and the European Economic 
Community, now the EU, in 1973. Our flag joins the 
flags of the other sovereign nations and flutters 
proudly in Brussels. 

In 2016, in preparation for the centenary celebrations 
of the Rising,  the Thomas Francis Meagher 
Foundation was established, funded by various 
community bodies and private organisations, with the 
stated aim: “to promote pride in and respect for the 
Irish Flag and its true meaning for peace in this island 
and to ensure that every citizen in Ireland knows the 
history and meaning behind the National Flag and 
recognises the extraordinary life of Thomas Meagher”. 
President Michael D. O’Higgins, at the inauguration of 
the Foundation described Thomas Meagher as; “a man 
whose eventful life connects to an important chapter, 
not just in Irish history, but also in the history of 
other European nations and the United States and 
who we remain indebted to”.

Finally, and fittingly, the tricolour was 
flown in Glasnevin Cemetery in 2012 in 
recognition of Edward Hollywood and 
Peader Kearney, those two men who gave 
Ireland its two strongest symbols, the 
Tricolour flag and Amhran na bhFiann.
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IN 1836, THE CONSTABULARY OF IRELAND WAS FORMED AND THE OFFICE OF PUBLIC WORKS WAS 
TASKED WITH FINDING A LOCATION FOR THE BUILDING OF A NEW DEPOT FOR THE POLICE. THEY SOON 
OBTAINED FOUR ACRES OF LAND IN THE PHOENIX PARK, AND THAT IS WHERE IT WAS BUILT. THE OPW 
ENLISTED THE SERVICES OF RENOWNED DUBLIN ARCHITECT JACOB OWEN AND BY THE END OF 1839, 
THE OPW HAD PLANS READY FOR THE NEW BARRACKS, WITH AN ESTIMATED COST OF £10,000.  

The new Depot consisted of three 
main blocks bordering a large 
gravel parade square and was 

separated from the Park by a sunken 
fence. In 1861, the sunken fence was filled 
in and iron railings with sentry huts and 
a guard room was erected. It’s said that 
the spikes which adorn the railings were 
fashioned to resemble the spike on a 
constable’s helmet!

SPECIAL TRAINING COURSES
During the RIC days, the Depot was 

well known as a centre of excellence 
for police training. Courses offered in 
the Depot were highly sought after by 
colonial forces all over the then British 
Empire. It would have been a busy centre, 
with Police Officers in their various 
uniforms parading and training on the 
square.  Those officers who were trained 
in Dublin undoubtedly influenced history 
in many countries around the world.

THE INFIRMARY, OFFICERS’ CLUB AND 
BAND HALL

In 1845, an infirmary was built to 
cater for the medical needs of the 
members and was at the time, the most 
advanced hospital in Ireland. After the 
Civic Guards took over the Depot, the 
infirmary continued to be used, and 
right up to present times, all members 
joining An Garda Síochána attend there 
for their medical assessment. Now 
known as the Garda Medical Centre, it 
is no longer used as a hospital, but the 
Chief Medical Officer and his staff still 
work from there. In 1863, the building 
of a new Officers Mess was commenced, 

replacing the one that had existed since 
1849. Architect Benjamin Woodward 
designed the new Officers Mess and that 
impressive three-story building, which is 
in use today as the Officers’ Club, houses 
a number of reception rooms, a bar, a 
large dining room and a number of guest 
bedrooms. Upstairs is accessed by way of 
a marble staircase.  

In 1845, The Mounted Constabulary was 
formed and a new building was erected 
to cater for this new unit. However, in 
1922, the building was renovated to 
become the Depot Chapel and a local 
priest was appointed as the Depot 
Chaplin. However, there was a decline 
in the number of members using the 
chapel, and within the year, services were 
discontinued.  Consequently, the building 
lay idle until the Garda Band began using 
it as their base and it is still proudly used 
by the Garda Band today.

RIC STAND DOWN
On the 4th of April, 1922, the last 

official parade by the RIC was held on 
the Depot Square. Before the Depot was 
fully vacated, it was handed over to the 
Royal Horse Artillery who maintained it 
until the 17th of December 1922, when 
control of the Depot was handed over 
to the National Army, who then held a 
ceremony for the official handing over of 
the keys to the new Civic Guard.  

POWER, ADMINISTRATION AND 
TRAINING

In 1924, the Depot was still lit by 
gaslight. Then a gas strike plunged the 

Depot into darkness and forced the OPW 
to create plans to fully wire the complex 
for electricity. By 1926, wiring of the 
Depot was well underway. In 1931, the 
Commissioner and his staff relocated 
from the Depot to the Royal Hospital in 
Kilmainham. Garda administration was 

The Garda Depot - A Brief History
by Larry Hoey

Post Box at Garda HQ

run from Kilmainham until 1951, at which 
time the Commissioner and staff returned 
to the Depot. 

During the 50s and 60s, Garda recruitment 
stepped up a gear and facilities in the 
Depot could no longer accommodate the 
requirements of modern Police training. 

Consequently, it became necessary to 
find a new Training Centre for the Guards. 
In 1963, facilities in the old military 
barracks in Templemore were obtained 
and refurbished, becoming the Garda 
Training Centre, now the Garda Training 
College, in which we all celebrated our 
Passing Out or Graduation.

THE CENOTAPH MEMORIAL AND 
ADDITIONAL BUILDINGS

The Garda Memorial, erected in memory 
of members killed in the line of duty 
is located on the right-hand side, after 
passing through the barrier, as you enter 
Garda Headquarters. Unveiled on the 
21st October 1966, it replaced an original 
brass plaque mounted on the front of the 
Guardroom building. 

A large kitchen and mess hall were also 
provided for members. The mess hall 
was of a timber frame construction and 
was cladded in corrugated iron. In the 
1980s, the building was renovated and 
repurposed for use as the Headquarters 
of the Telecommunications Section. 

To this day, the kitchen tiles, the 
terrazzo flooring, the large serving hatch 
and the corrugated iron cladding are 
still visible. That building, repurposed 
once again, continues service as the 
Telecommunications Section workshop. 

The Handball Alley was built around 
1923 and a Gym was also added a short 
while later. The Handball Alley, which 
was extensively used in its day, sadly fell 
into disrepair and had to be closed in 
recent years. Meanwhile, the Gym has 
been modernised into a state of the art 
facility. 

HOME TO FAMILIES, UNIFORMS AND 
STORES

Over the course of history, the Depot 
has been home to many RIC families, 
and later, to Garda families. A number 
of Officers, including the Surgeon, 
the Barrick Master, and the Depot 
Commandant lived there. Many of the 
members resided in accommodation 
behind the Central block, while some 
resided in accommodation just outside of 
the Depot. 

When I joined in the late 1990s, the 
Uniform and Barrack Master’s stores 
were located behind the Commissioner’s 
block. Those buildings were originally 
used as billets for members of the force 
who lived in the Depot, and now, the 
stores have also moved on to newer and 
bigger premises.

THE BUILDING AND RENOVATION 
PROGRAMME CONTINUED – 

A NEW TECHNICAL BUREAU
In the late 1970s, plans were drawn up 

for a new Technical Bureau to be built 
in the Depot. The “New Building” as it 
was known, was constructed using mass 
concrete sections bolted together and is a 
prime example of the (not very attractive) 
architecture which was popular at the 
time. On completion, the Technical units 
moved from the St. Johns Road location 
which they had been their base, into 
the new building. In 1978, the Forensic 
Science Laboratory, now known as FSI 
moved into new secure accommodation 
in the depot.

In 1985, the OPW undertook the task 
of renovating the Commissioner’s block. 
They removed the plaster which encased 
the building, exposing once again its 
original and very attractive stone and 
brick facade. The inside of the building 
also received an overhaul, resulting in 
modern office facilities.

THE SCHENGEN BUILDING
In the late 2000s, Ireland’s participation 

with Schengen saw the newest building 
in the Depot built. The Schengen building 
is a modern design with a corrugated 
roof, paying homage to the history of the 
existing buildings which surround it. 

I was stationed in the Depot from 
1999 to 2020 and have fond memories 
of the morning sounds of the Phoenix 
Park and the spring evenings, with the 
sweet smell of barley wafting up from 
Guinness’s brewery lingering in the air.  
The Garda Depot holds a huge history 
associated with policing over the last 
two centuries, not just policing in 
Ireland, but around the world.

THE GARDA DEPOT

IPA Member Brian O’Dea stands to attention at entrance to Garda HQ.
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Michael
Dalton

T U L LA M O R E D U E S

I N T H E E A R LY DAY S O F T H E C I V I C G U A R D A N D A N G A R DA S Í O C H Á N A, T U L LA M O R E G A R DA 
D I S T R I CT H A D I T S OW N C H I E F S U P E R I N T E N D E N T. T H AT S I T U AT I O N R E M A I N E D I N P LAC E U N T I L 
1932 W H E N C H I E F S U P E R I N T E N D E N T M AT H I A S M CCA RT H Y WA S T RA N S F E R R E D TO P O RT LAO I S E, 
W H I C H T H E N B E CA M E T H E N E W D I V I S I O N A L H Q.

It seems that in those times, most counties had its own Chief 
Superintendent. The country had still not fully settled down 
from the effects of the civil war and there were still the different 

factions in the country. Even in the Garda Force, you had those who 
followed a number of different factions, with the Blue Shirts aligned 
to the treaty side, and the Broy Harriers and An Taca Síochána 
aligned to the Fianna Fail side. But regardless of any perceived 
differences, things within An Garda Síochána were ran well and they 
all got on with the business of enforcing Law and Order 

By and large, the people of the Laois Offaly Garda Division were 
law abiding citizens and those early members of An Garda Síochána 
were well received and well respected. Crime was low and the 
Gardaí were assigned to many tasks that in today’s world would be 
seen as having little to do with policing, but those extraneous duties 
did give our colleagues of yesteryear an excellent local knowledge.

I have spent practically all my service and life in the Laois/Offaly 
Division, arriving here in Tullamore on the 4th of April 1964 as a 
brand new Recruit Garda. My Class colleagues and I were amongst 
the first of those trained in the new Training Centre in Templemore, 
Co. Tipperary, before going out to our stations. Looking back over 
those 58 years that have passed so quickly by, I have asked myself 
many times as to what was the biggest upheaval that affected the 
members of An Garda Síochána here in this Division in those years. 
Without hesitation the first thing that comes to mind was the 
cowardly murder of our colleague, Michael Clerkin and the serious 
injury of colleagues Jim Cannon, Tom Peters, Ben Thornton and 
Gerry Bohan, who were lured to a house where a booby trap bomb 
had been set for them by an IRA gang. The revulsion of that act 
still hangs heavy in the atmosphere here amongst our members, 
serving and retired. A number of murders within the community 
here in the Division, all grotesque in their own way, also impacted 
on our members, and all are remembered vividly by those of us 
and our colleagues who worked on those investigations. Once 
again, this Division has been visited by such a tragedy as I write 
this article. The Gardaí have special empathy and feelings for every 
family bereaved in this way.

From a Garda perspective, one of the greatest upheavals in this 
area was, without doubt, the call to duty (on an almost permanent 
basis in the 1970s, and 80s) at Portlaoise Prison, and the effects 
that this had on every member who served in this Division from 
1973 to the present date. Relying on my lengthy service in the 
Laois/Offaly Garda Division, and the knowledge garnered through 
that service, I know only too well the major changes that the 
transfer of political prisoners to Portlaoise Prison brought to the 

IN THE REAR VIEW MIRROR 
OF THE SLIEVE BLOOM REGION

Portlaoise Garda Station in the early 70’s

The Late Michael Clerkin, RIP 1952 - 1976

Division Team 1960’s
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lives of the huge number of members who 
were called to serve in this Division, and 
many of those changes were less than 
positive for the young Gardaí involved.

Built in the 1830’s, Portlaoise Prison was 
known as Maryborough Gaol up until 1919. 
Even in those days, it was regarded as a 
high security prison. Located on the Dublin 
Road in Portlaoise town, it incorporated 
a farm, which for many years was worked 
to produce vegetables for the prison. This 
ground was later used for the construction 
of the (new) Midland Prison, which came 
into use in the year 2000.

During the early years of the 1970’s, 
Ireland became a very unsettled country, 
directly associated with the outbreak of 
The Troubles in Northern Ireland, which at 
times spilled over to this side of the border 
in the form of armed robberies, kidnapping 
and other subversion. Up to November 
1973, Provisional IRA prisoners arrested by 
the Gardaí were held in Mountjoy Prison or 
in the Curragh Camp Army barracks. Then, 
on the 31st. October, 1973 a helicopter 
was hijacked and landed in the exercise 
yard at Mountjoy Prison. Three prisoners; 
Twomey, Mallon and O’Hagan jumped 
into the helicopter and were gone within 
seconds. That prison escape was reported 
all over the world and alarmed the Irish 
Government to such an extent that ten 
days later, all the subversive prisoners who 
had been held in Mountjoy prison and 
in the Curragh Camp were transferred to 
Portlaoise Prison.

That decision had a profound effect on the 
work practices of the Gardaí in the midland 
area. That effect was both immediate 
and long lasting, and reverberates to this 
present day. Up until that time, the Garda 
station in Portlaoise had a normal staffing 
level for a country Divisional HQ. That 
picture changed overnight. Huge numbers 
of extra Garda, mainly young single men, 
were drafted into Portlaoise station and 
into all the other stations in the Division. 
Each day, a bus load of Gardaí arrived from 
Dublin to provide stand-by duty inside the 

prison, on day long shifts. Local Gardaí were 
placed on permanent security points right 
around the prison, and at the front gate, 
strictly enforcing the bye-laws relative to 
parking etc. on the road outside the prison. 
This prevented any unauthorised vehicle 
stopping there. A special Communications 
Room was established inside the prison and 
was staffed by Garda personnel. A Garda 
Superintendent was appointed specifically 
to supervise the prison security. Garda mini 
bus transport, referred to by one and all as 
‘paddy wagons’ were provided to convey 
Garda members from outlying stations to 
Portlaoise for day and night shifts. 

While there was a large security presence 
by the Gardaí in and around the prison, 
supported by the Irish army, this did not 
stop the prisoners from hatching escape 
plots. As a place of work, the prison was not 
a place where Gardaí could relax in any way, 
as you never knew where the next threat 
was going to come from.

In June, 1974, a partly constructed tunnel 
was discovered leading from a cell in 
the direction of the exercise yard. Then 
on the 18th. August, 1974, the prisoners 
rioted and in the confusion 19 prisoners 
forced a gate to an area outside the prison 
and disappeared into the countryside. On 
the 17th. March 1975 there was another 
attempt at a mass breakout. While most 
of the prisoners were in a recreation 
room, the electricity to the prison was cut 
when a power line on the outside was 
interfered with. An attempt was made to 
blow open a gate to the farm area using a 
small explosives charge. During the escape 
attempt, the Army sentries fired a number 
of gun shots and one prisoner, Tom Smith, 
was killed by a ricochet bullet. At the same 
time as the riot was in progress inside the 
prison, a digger type vehicle, which had 
been specially adapted by the installation 
of metal protection plates was used as a 
battering ram to drive through the gates 
leading to the prison farm. It came to a 
halt as it became entangled in chain-wire 
defences. That escape attempt failed, but it 
highlights the efforts and lengths that the 

subversives were willing to go to, to put the 
Government and this State under pressure. 

The Gardaí also had to deal with the many 
demonstrations which took place on a 
regular basis on the Dublin Road, adjacent 
to the prison. Christmas day was a popular 
time with the Prisoners’ Support groups to 
have a demo, thus making life that bit more 
difficult for the Gardaí, on a day when most 
people were able to relax a little. Over the 
years, many Gardaí in this Division had to 
wait for their dinner on many a Christmas 
day! There was also sporadic trouble in 
the Prison and at one stage, one group of 
prisoners set their bedding and mattresses 
on fire, causing toxic smoke and fumes to 
fill the building. Another group of prisoners 
who did not participate in setting fire to 
their bedding had to be rescued by Prison 
Officers and Gardaí, who had just about 
3 minutes to successfully complete that 
evacuation, which they did, before breathing 
became impossible. This was the type of 
the environment and risk associated with 
duty there. I spent two years as Sergeant in 
charge of a Unit which covered the security 
points around the prison and I have no 
hesitation, even yet, in saying that I did not 
enjoy a day of it. There is no other way of 
putting it, other than to say, those were very 
difficult years. Those were also difficult 
years for the spouses and families of all who 
had to do prison duty!

Times were very different then, with no 
real welfare back-up for members. Stress 
was not a word you ever heard mentioned. 
Transfer applications were difficult, with 
members having to try to gauge the likely 
response from HQ as to the location 
sought. Members were known to apply 
for north of the country if they wanted to 
go south, knowing that if a transfer was 
acceded to, then most likely, the opposite 
location to that which they applied for 
would be on the transfer order. Yes, those 
were difficult times.

The most difficult of all was the murder 
of our colleague and serious injury to 
other members on the night of 16th 

Old Weights & Measure Offi  ce
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Ben Thornton, Jim Cannon & Gerry Bohan at the 40th Anniversary Mass for Garda Michael Clerkin.
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October, 1976, which I touched on earlier and which had profound 
consequences for many Garda families in Laois/Offaly Garda 
Division and in many other counties, as well as for An Garda 
Síochána as a whole. That night, an anonymous phone call was 
received at Portlaoise Garda Station that a number of armed 
men were in a vacant house at a given location at Garryhinch 
near Portarlington. It was gathered that preparations were being 
made to murder a Government Minister, local TD, the late Oliver 
J. Flanagan. I was on security duty outside Portlaoise prison that 
night. Sometime after midnight, as we patrolled our area, we heard 
a loud explosion in the distance. Earlier we had heard the radio 
communications and a message directing Garda personnel to visit 
the vacant house. After hearing the explosion, I was apprehensive 
about what might have happened. My radio operator in the prison, 
up until his transfer to Portarlington station, just a few weeks 
before this, had been a young Garda named Michael Clerkin. Later 
that night we were to learned to our horror that Garda Clerking 
had been murdered by a booby-trap explosion at the vacant house. 
His colleagues on duty that night; Sergeant Jim Cannon, Garda 
Gerry Bohan, and Detective Gardaí Tom Peters and Ben Thornton 
were all seriously injured. The late Tom Peters, who suffered the 
loss of his sight as a result of his injuries in that bombing passed 
away on 20th October, 2018, RIP.

I will always remember the following day being part of a search 
party at the crime scene and seeing the vacant house, that was 
reduced to just a pile of rubble a few feet high and seeing Michael’s 
Garda cap being retrieved from a tree some distance from the 
house. I will always remember Michael as a very pleasant and 
interesting young man with whom I had spent many an hour of duty 
time, discussing relevant topics of the day. Just a few weeks earlier, I 
had helped him put together his transfer request.

All the members injured in that murderous attack on our Garda 
service and on our country suffered greatly thereafter from the 
injuries they received. Few people fully realise the nature of 
Garda duties and the many very dangerous duties that had to 
be undertaken at that time, because of the very real and present 
threat to the security of this State that existed then. While we 
didn’t dwell much on the dangerous nature of our work, proof of 
such dangers, if proof were needed, is to be found in the number 
of Gardaí killed and injured nationwide. The number of Scott 
Medal awards that have been made to members in this Division 
emphasises that danger. Those Awards are not given easily. Long 
awaited relief was felt by Garda colleagues here the Laois/Offaly 
Division in December, 2017 when the very much deserved honour 
of Scott Medals acknowledging their bravery were awarded 

to Michael Clerkin (posthumously) and to Jim Cannon, Tom 
Peters, Ben Thornton and Gerry Bohan, who were injured in the 
Garryhinch bombing in 1976.

There are so many members of every rank who have given 
exemplary service to this Division, so it would not be within the 
remit of this article to name even a portion of them, nor will I try. 
However, there is one man that I feel compelled to mention. Being 
the Sergeant in Charge of a station always brings with it onerous 
responsibilities. Those responsibilities multiplied by many factors 
overnight at Portlaoise Station in November 1973 for a man that 
I have always had the greatest of respect for; one Gerry O’Connell, 
who was Sergeant in Charge of Portlaoise station back then and 
during the time I was stationed there. Even though it would have 
been understandable if he had been at his wits end at times, 
being the leader he was, he always seemed calm and collected, 
taking every emergency in his stride, and there were many such 
emergencies, yes, far too many to mention.

As we celebrate with An Garda Síochána the 100th Anniversary 
of the force, we in Laois/Offaly know that this Division has more 
than played its part in the success of policing over the last 100 
years. We wish An Garda Síochána every success for the future and 
I hope that these few lines will help bring back some memories of 
those days gone by to all who played their part and answered the 
call to duty at Portlaoise prison.

M. Dalton, G. Murray, 
M. Gillespie, J. Hopkins, 
B. Sheridan, D. Bowe, 
B. Doherty, P. Kelly, A. 
Ginty
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been understandable if he had been at his wits end at times, 
being the leader he was, he always seemed calm and collected, 
taking every emergency in his stride, and there were many such 
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As we celebrate with An Garda Síochána the 100th Anniversary 
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THE SPIRIT OF FRIENDSHIP & CAMARADERIE

I hope as you are reading this that you 
are all getting back to some sort of 

normality after a very long and tough 2 
years of restrictions on everybody. This 
has affected so many IPA members and 
their families and I would like to pass 
on my condolences to anyone who has 
suffered a loss as a result of Covid19. 
I would also like to acknowledge the 
hard work put in by all frontline services 
and particularly to members of An Garda 
Síochána. Being a serving member 
myself, I have seen how it has affected 
members in my own district of Birr, Co. 
Offaly and their families and indeed all 
members across the country.

It is important as we celebrate 100 
years of An Garda Síochána that we 
also remember all 89 members of An 
Garda Síochána who gave their lives in 
service to the State, and my thoughts are 
particularly with the families of those 
who are no longer with us from Classes 
9, 10, 11 and 12 of 1994. 

As we celebrate 100 years of An Garda 
Siochana this year, I was thinking back 
to the day that I started in Templemore 
(feels like 100 years ago) in July 1994. 

There I was at 21 years of age not 
knowing what was ahead of me as I 
was dropped off at the main gate by 
my parents. 

What stands out most for me really from 
those formative years in AGS was not 
so much the training but the friendships 
that formed between so many. Our group 
of 102 was split into 4 classes 9, 10 ,11 
and 12 of 1994. I was in class 10. As 
we found our way through the ups and 
downs of our chosen career we formed 
friendships with classmates that have 
lasted nearly 28 years as I write this. 
We may not speak on a regular basis 
and may have lost touch over the years 
but thanks to improving technology, 
through the efforts of some to organise 
reunions (thanks Graham Kavanagh) 
and, unfortunately as a result of 
tragedies within the group, we are 
keeping in touch far more frequently. 

Maybe this is why I have such 
enthusiasm for IPA. Our motto Servo 
Per Amikeco, means Service Through 
Friendship. I believe that friendship is 
one of the many things that has kept 
An Garda Síochána going for the last 100 

years. People working together, forming 
friendships and looking after each other 
while doing a job that is very diffi cult, 
to say the least. If you didn’t have that 
friend at work to talk to, think about how 
much more diffi cult it would have been. 

In the 28 years that I have been a 
member of IPA Ireland I have met 
some fantastic friends through various 
meetings, conferences, sporting 
tournaments, around the country and 
worldwide. It is thanks to IPA members 
on the ground (both serving and retired) 
who are running the local committees 
and keeping to our motto of Service 
through Friendship, that we have such a 
strong IPA membership in Ireland. 

It is the friendships we form on these 
local committees that enables some 
to serve on the National Executive 
Committee. I for one am very cognisant 
of that fact. I am representing the 
members in the best way I can and 
trying, along with all NEC members, 
to ensure that our motto, Servo Per 
Amikeco is what drives us forward for 
the benefi t of all members both now and 
for the future.

THE 
SPIRIT OF 
FRIENDSHIP & 
CAMARADERIE BY CARLO GRIFFIN

SECRETARY GENERAL IPA IRELAND
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A FAMILY HISTORY

by Raymond Moore, (Retired Sergeant 21855C) 
IPA Galway Region.

Following the establishment of An Garda Síochána on 
the 22nd February 1922, my family, in the spring of that 
year would create a link with the new police force which 

would span the first century of policing by An Garda Síochána. 
Between my grandfather, John Moore, my father, James Moore, 
my uncles Eamon Moore and Sean Moore, my brother Paul 
Moore and myself, we have 99 continuous years of service in An 
Garda Síochána and in that extended family tradition, we have 
completed some 197 years of cumulative service to the State 
through Garda membership. 

My grandfather, John Moore was a native of Knockanina, 
Mountrath, Co. Laois. He was educated at the Patrician Brothers 
National School in Mountrath. His mother’s family, the Dunnes 
had a harness making business in Shannon Street in Mountrath. 
He began working there when he left school. He joined the 
National Volunteers with his father Edward, circa 1913. When 
his father joined the British Army in April 1915 and was heading 
off to fight in the First World War, John also wished to join up, 
but his father refused to give his permission, and so he remained 
at home. 

While his father was away in France, the political situation 
changed dramatically in Ireland and John joined the Mountrath 
Company, Laois Brigade IRA. Kevin O’Higgins from Stradbally 
was his Brigade’s OC.  At one point during John’s service with 
the Brigade, they attempted to ambush a convoy of Crown 
Forces at the bridge in Castletown, Co. Laois. The mine they 
placed at the bridge failed to detonate and their lookout position 

Photograph of Garda James Moore taken in Ballinrobe in the early 70s, he was 

one of the first motorcyclist in the Claremorris District

S E R V I N G  A N  G A R D A  S Í O C H Á N A  T H R O U G H  T H E  F I R S T  C E N T U R Y

IN THIS FAMILY HISTORY OF GARDA 
INVOLVEMENT, AS RELATED TO GALWAY’S IPA 
REGIONAL COMMITTEE MEMBER, JOHN O’BRIEN, 
GALWAY IPA MEMBER, RAYMOND MOORE 
FIRST BRINGS US ON A JOURNEY FROM THE 
HEART OF THE COUNTRY IN TROUBLED TIMES 
TO THE GARDA MUTINY IN KILDARE, THEN 
TO CO. MAYO AND BACK TO THE POLICING OF 
DUBLIN AND THE SUBURBS BEFORE HEADING 
WEST AGAIN. RAYMOND AND THE MEMBERS 
OF HIS EXTENDED FAMILY CAN PROUDLY 
SAY THAT THEY HAVE MADE A SIGNIFICANT 
CONTRIBUTION TO THE HISTORY OF THIS 
COUNTRY AND TO THE FIRST CENTURY OF 
POLICING BY AN GARDA SÍOCHÁNA. EDITOR.

A FAMILY HISTORY

was spotted by the British Forces, who 
gave chase. John and his comrades were 
lucky to escape through the fields. After the 
establishment of the Free State, John was 
awarded a War of Independence Medal in 
recognition of his service in the Brigade. 

John joined the newly formed Civic 
Guards at Ballsbridge Dublin on 21st April, 
1922. He was assigned the Service Number 
804. His application to join was supported 
by Kevin O’Higgins who was then Minister 
for Justice. On 25th April, 1922 he was 
transferred to the newly formed Depot 
at Kildare Town. While in Kildare he was 
involved in a mutiny, sparked by discontent 
with the recruitment of Ex RIC Officers. 
The Depot was surrounded by the National 
Army. All recruits were initially dismissed 
but the vast majority were eventually 
reinstated. 

On 26th September, 1922 he was posted 
to Cavan town where he met his future 
wife (my grandmother) Mary (Minnie) 
Breslin. They married on 10th June 1925 
at the Cathedral in Cavan. John was 
transferred to Killala, Co. Mayo on 11th 
Aug 1925. Garda authorities did not allow 
Gardaí serve in the area where their in-
laws were resident. John was transferred 
to Lahardane, Ballina, Co. Mayo on 2nd 
March, 1927, followed by a transfer on 
19th November 1928 to Crossmolina. On 
21st January, 1931 he returned to the 
Depot, Dublin, subsequently transferring 
to Clontarf on 15th May, 1931. John 
and Minnie moved into their new home 
in Marino. John was promoted to the 
rank of Sergeant on 24th June, 1943 and 
transferred to Booterstown, followed by a 
transfer to College Street Station, Dublin 
(now Pearse Street) on 28th June, 1944. 

My grand-father, John Moore retired from 
the Gardaí in 1961. In 1972 he attended 
a ceremony marking the 50th Anniversary 
of the formation of the Gardaí and was 
presented with a commemorative plaque. 

John Moore died on 27th March, 1983, aged 
84 years.

Three of John’s sons were to follow him 
into An Garda Síochána. Eamonn Moore 
joined An Garda Síochána on the 15th 
May, 1946. He remained in the force for 
a few years and later resigned to pursue a 
different career.  

Seán Moore joined An Garda Síochána 
on the 15th May, 1947 and rose through 
the ranks to the position of Chief 
Superintendent. His last posting was as 
Chief Superintendent stationed in Santry, 
Dublin. He tragically died in a road traffic 
collision on the 12th September, 1994, one 
week before he was due to retire.

My father, James Moore, Registered 
Number 10960F, joined An Garda Síochána 
on the 2nd November, 1954. Prior to 
joining the force, he worked as a shop 
assistant in Pimm’s and Cleary’s in Dublin. 
A born and bred Dub he never served a 
day in the capital. His initial training was 
in Garda HQ in the Phoenix Park and he 
often reminisced about marching through 
the Phoenix Park on a daily basis. On 
completing his training, he was transferred 
to Tipperary town and also served in 
Dundrum and Laragh in Co. Tipperary. 

In 1957 he was transferred to 
Ballyshannon, Co. Donegal. While stationed 
in Ballyshannon, he met my mother Imelda 
McManus, a native of Bundoran, and they 
were married on the 6th October, 1959. 
Ironically, after their marriage they were 
transferred to Lahardane, Ballina, Co. Mayo, 
where his father had been stationed 32 
years earlier. People may be familiar with 
Lahardane, the small rural village in North 
Mayo, because this little village lost more of 
its population in the sinking of the Titanic, 
than any other place in Ireland, with eleven 
(11) of Lahardane’s inhabitants perishing in 
that tragedy. A memorial to those who lost 
their lives has been erected in the village. 

Certificate of Service Garda James Moore

Photograph of Garda Paul Moore taken with 

Commissioner Paddy McLoughlin on the day he 

passed out

Photograph of Garda Ray Moore taken in 

Templemore in early 1980

Photograph of Garda James Moore taken in 

Tipperary Circ 1955
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FIRST BRINGS US ON A JOURNEY FROM THE 
HEART OF THE COUNTRY IN TROUBLED TIMES 
TO THE GARDA MUTINY IN KILDARE, THEN 
TO CO. MAYO AND BACK TO THE POLICING OF 
DUBLIN AND THE SUBURBS BEFORE HEADING 
WEST AGAIN. RAYMOND AND THE MEMBERS 
OF HIS EXTENDED FAMILY CAN PROUDLY 
SAY THAT THEY HAVE MADE A SIGNIFICANT 
CONTRIBUTION TO THE HISTORY OF THIS 
COUNTRY AND TO THE FIRST CENTURY OF 
POLICING BY AN GARDA SÍOCHÁNA. EDITOR.

A FAMILY HISTORY

was spotted by the British Forces, who 
gave chase. John and his comrades were 
lucky to escape through the fields. After the 
establishment of the Free State, John was 
awarded a War of Independence Medal in 
recognition of his service in the Brigade. 

John joined the newly formed Civic 
Guards at Ballsbridge Dublin on 21st April, 
1922. He was assigned the Service Number 
804. His application to join was supported 
by Kevin O’Higgins who was then Minister 
for Justice. On 25th April, 1922 he was 
transferred to the newly formed Depot 
at Kildare Town. While in Kildare he was 
involved in a mutiny, sparked by discontent 
with the recruitment of Ex RIC Officers. 
The Depot was surrounded by the National 
Army. All recruits were initially dismissed 
but the vast majority were eventually 
reinstated. 

On 26th September, 1922 he was posted 
to Cavan town where he met his future 
wife (my grandmother) Mary (Minnie) 
Breslin. They married on 10th June 1925 
at the Cathedral in Cavan. John was 
transferred to Killala, Co. Mayo on 11th 
Aug 1925. Garda authorities did not allow 
Gardaí serve in the area where their in-
laws were resident. John was transferred 
to Lahardane, Ballina, Co. Mayo on 2nd 
March, 1927, followed by a transfer on 
19th November 1928 to Crossmolina. On 
21st January, 1931 he returned to the 
Depot, Dublin, subsequently transferring 
to Clontarf on 15th May, 1931. John 
and Minnie moved into their new home 
in Marino. John was promoted to the 
rank of Sergeant on 24th June, 1943 and 
transferred to Booterstown, followed by a 
transfer to College Street Station, Dublin 
(now Pearse Street) on 28th June, 1944. 

My grand-father, John Moore retired from 
the Gardaí in 1961. In 1972 he attended 
a ceremony marking the 50th Anniversary 
of the formation of the Gardaí and was 
presented with a commemorative plaque. 

John Moore died on 27th March, 1983, aged 
84 years.

Three of John’s sons were to follow him 
into An Garda Síochána. Eamonn Moore 
joined An Garda Síochána on the 15th 
May, 1946. He remained in the force for 
a few years and later resigned to pursue a 
different career.  

Seán Moore joined An Garda Síochána 
on the 15th May, 1947 and rose through 
the ranks to the position of Chief 
Superintendent. His last posting was as 
Chief Superintendent stationed in Santry, 
Dublin. He tragically died in a road traffic 
collision on the 12th September, 1994, one 
week before he was due to retire.

My father, James Moore, Registered 
Number 10960F, joined An Garda Síochána 
on the 2nd November, 1954. Prior to 
joining the force, he worked as a shop 
assistant in Pimm’s and Cleary’s in Dublin. 
A born and bred Dub he never served a 
day in the capital. His initial training was 
in Garda HQ in the Phoenix Park and he 
often reminisced about marching through 
the Phoenix Park on a daily basis. On 
completing his training, he was transferred 
to Tipperary town and also served in 
Dundrum and Laragh in Co. Tipperary. 

In 1957 he was transferred to 
Ballyshannon, Co. Donegal. While stationed 
in Ballyshannon, he met my mother Imelda 
McManus, a native of Bundoran, and they 
were married on the 6th October, 1959. 
Ironically, after their marriage they were 
transferred to Lahardane, Ballina, Co. Mayo, 
where his father had been stationed 32 
years earlier. People may be familiar with 
Lahardane, the small rural village in North 
Mayo, because this little village lost more of 
its population in the sinking of the Titanic, 
than any other place in Ireland, with eleven 
(11) of Lahardane’s inhabitants perishing in 
that tragedy. A memorial to those who lost 
their lives has been erected in the village. 

Certificate of Service Garda James Moore

Photograph of Garda Paul Moore taken with 

Commissioner Paddy McLoughlin on the day he 

passed out

Photograph of Garda Ray Moore taken in 

Templemore in early 1980

Photograph of Garda James Moore taken in 

Tipperary Circ 1955
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In 1963 my father was transferred from Lahardane to Ballinrobe 
in South Mayo. He replaced Garda Connaughton who had just 
retired and 25 years later on the 15th December 1988 he was the 
next Garda to retire in the town.

My brother Paul Moore, registered number 22855K joined 
An Garda Síochána in July, 1982. After his initial training in 
Templemore, he was transferred to Kinlough, Co. Leitrim 
where he remained for one year. He transferred to Rathmines 
in Dublin in 1984 and was stationed there until he transferred 
to Dunmore East, Co. Waterford in 1989. Paul spent a year in 
Dunmore East and in 1990 transferred to the Traffic Unit now 
known as the Roads Policing Unit in Waterford where he served 
until his retirement in September 2015. Paul also served for five 
years as a Special Constable with The Manx Police in the Isle of 

Man. During these five years he travelled to the Isle of Man and 
performed motorcycle duties for the durati on of the Isle of Man 
TT Road Races. Paul’s daughter Alice was a Reserve Garda for 
three years in the early 2000s before moving to the US to pursue  
a career in soccer coaching.

I joined An Garda Síochána on 31st December, 1979, registered 
number 21855C. In those days, Templemore was still known 
as the Training Centre, with recruits accommodated three to a 
room.

I remember we were nine weeks in the training centre before 
we got our first weekend off. We finished at 1pm on Saturday 
and had to be back in by 11pm on Sunday night. Every Sunday 
morning, we were marched down the road to attend 9am Mass 

Gardai Cavan Station 1922 Garda (804) John Moore front left

Photograph taken with Tuam Roads Policing Unit on the 27th August 2021 2 day before I retired

Photo taken circa 1921 – Mountrath Company IRA – John Moore Front Left
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in the local church. After Mass, we were marched back up to the training 
centre and then, for many of us, it was a mad dash to change out of the 
uniform and catch the train to Dublin. 

If we marched back too fast some of our instructors would shout; 
“about turn” and march us back in the direction of the church. So, we 
learned that the pace had to be just right; not too fast to arouse the ire of 
the instructor, yet fast enough so that we would get back in time and not 
miss the train. 

I ‘passed out’ of the training centre on the 6th June, 1980 after 
completing just over 5 months training. My first station was Naas, 
Co. Kildare, where I served until December 1986. In 1987 I availed 
of a career break and went to Australia with my wife Angela. On my 
return from Australia, I was stationed in Tallaght from 1988 to 1990. In 
September, 1990, I transferred to Tuam in Co. Galway. In 1996, I was 
promoted Sergeant and transferred to Glenamaddy, where I stayed for 
the next 10 years. In September, 2006, I took up the post of Sergeant in 
Charge, Tuam Traffic Corps, remaining there until my retirement on the 
29th August, 2021. 

My Grandfather joined An Garda Síochána in 1922 and it would 
have been nice to have been in the force in 2022 to complete and 
celebrate the centenary of policing within An Garda Síochána. 
Unfortunately, that was not to be, although I did get to serve 
an extra year because of the COVID-19 pandemic. By the time 
I retired, I had given almost 41 years of service in An Garda 
Síochána and I am very proud of that service, which is designated 
as ‘Exemplary’ on my retirement papers.

Chief Superintendent Sean Moore on the Occassion of his Promotion to Sergeant

Photograph of Sergeant John Moore taken on the day of 

his Retirement

JOHN JOINED THE NEWLY 
FORMED CIVIC GUARDS AT 

BALLSBRIDGE DUBLIN ON 
21ST APRIL, 1922. HE WAS 

ASSIGNED THE SERVICE 
NUMBER 804. 
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of a career break and went to Australia with my wife Angela. On my 
return from Australia, I was stationed in Tallaght from 1988 to 1990. In 
September, 1990, I transferred to Tuam in Co. Galway. In 1996, I was 
promoted Sergeant and transferred to Glenamaddy, where I stayed for 
the next 10 years. In September, 2006, I took up the post of Sergeant in 
Charge, Tuam Traffic Corps, remaining there until my retirement on the 
29th August, 2021. 

My Grandfather joined An Garda Síochána in 1922 and it would 
have been nice to have been in the force in 2022 to complete and 
celebrate the centenary of policing within An Garda Síochána. 
Unfortunately, that was not to be, although I did get to serve 
an extra year because of the COVID-19 pandemic. By the time 
I retired, I had given almost 41 years of service in An Garda 
Síochána and I am very proud of that service, which is designated 
as ‘Exemplary’ on my retirement papers.
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OUR REGION IS DELIGHTED TO HAVE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO CONGRATULATE AN GARDA SÍOCHÁNA, IN 
WHICH WE ALL SERVE/HAVE SERVED, ON THIS SPECIAL OCCASION OF THE 100TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
FOUNDING OF THE FORCE. WE WISH THE GARDA SERVICE CONTINUED SUCCESS IN THE YEARS AHEAD.

The original Region No. 1 covered a large area of the 
city and provided IPA service to our members in 
this area until the Section was restructured, with 

Dublin Metropolitan Area North, (DMA)-North Central 
Division, Northern Division, and Balbriggan District all 
included in that original structure. Here in Dublin North 
Iona Region, No. 4 (which was part of Region No 1 from 
the foundation of the Section until 2014) we are very 
conscious of the history of An Garda Síochána, with our 
Region being in such close proximity to where so many 
significant historic events took place over the years. 

The Civic Guard was formed by Michael Collins and the 
Provisional Government in February 1922 to take over the 
responsibility for policing the fledging Irish Free State. It 
replaced the Royal Irish Constabulary (RIC) and Irish Republican 
Police of 1919-1922. It was drawn from a number of sources- IRA, 
Irish Republican Police, former RIC, DMP personnel/members, 
and civilian population. The Royal Dublin Society grounds 
in Ballsbridge, Dublin was initially assigned for the training 
purposes of the Civic Guard. This arrangement was to last until 
the Spring Show, taking place that year in the month of May. 
Kildare town was then selected as the new training ground. The 
Irish Civil War had erupted and continued until I923, when it 
came to an end.

An Garda  Síochána (Temporary Provisions) Act 1923, enacted 
after the creation of the Irish Free State on 8th August 1923, 
provided for the creation of a force of police to be known as 
An Garda Siochana - effectively the renaming of the then 
existing force the Civic Guard. In Dublin, policing remained 
the responsibility of the Dublin Metropolitan Police (DMP 
- founded 1836) until the Police Forces Amalgamation Act 
1925, when it merged with An Garda Síochána. Commencing 
in February 1922 to Sept 1922, Michael Staines was the 
first Commissioner of An Garda Síochána. Twenty (20) 
Commissioners have served since then to bring us to the 
present incumbent, Commissioner Drew Harris. 

Eamon de Valera split from Sinn Fein in 1926 and formed a new 
political party, Fianna Fail. He subsequently went on to become 
Taoiseach (Prime Minister) of Ireland in 1932. In 1937 a new 
Constitution was enacted and Eire (Ireland) was established, 
with Eamon De Valera becoming the first Taoiseach.

During those early years, An Garda Síochána had to deal with 
many challenges, but its members saw the country through 
the Civil War and into more peaceful times. Agrarian disputes 
were a factor in many areas around the country, if not in 
Dublin, but new challenges were never far away in the city 
and it is a great credit to those members of that early Force 
that they worked their way through subsequent changes of 
administration in a most professional manner. In 1938, Douglas 
Hyde became the first President of Ireland. He served until 1945 
and has been followed by eight (8) other Presidents, including 
the current President, Michael D Higgins. With the outbreak 
of World War II in 1939, Ireland remained neutral, yet on 31st 
May 1941, Dublin’s North Strand was hit by four German Bombs, 
killing (28) twenty eight people. All of these events impacted in 
a particular way on Dublin.

Within the parameters of our IPA Region many significant 
events, including many achievements have taken place over 
the years. Unfortunately, three of our Region 1 Garda colleagues 
were murdered carrying out their duties. Two were shot in the 
course of bank raids, while the third was fatally injured during 
a Post Office robbery. 

Garda Richard (Dick) Fallon, (Mountjoy) 9936 R.I.P. was shot on 
3rd April 1970 at Royal Bank of Ireland Arran Quay Dublin in the 
course of a bank robbery by members of Saor Eire.

The second murder occurred at St Anne’s Park, Raheny. On 11th 
September 1975, following a bank robbery at Killester, Dublin 5 
by three armed raiders, Garda Michael Joseph Reynolds,17673G, 
(Clontarf) R.I.P., was fatally gunned down, having pursued the 
raiders to the park.

Photo by Lisa Fecker on Unsplash

by Frank O. Fitzpatrick.
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RELECTIONS FROM IONA

In 1984, in the course of a cash delivery 
to Drumree Post Office in County 
Meath, on 10th August, Detective Garda 
Frank Hand, 20594L, (C.D.U. Harcourt 
Square - then Region 1) R.I.P., was shot 
by Provisional I.R.A. subversives and 
fatally injured. His colleague with him, 
Detective Garda Michael Dowd, C.D.U. 
was shot and injured in that gun attack 
by the subversives.

The other events and the many 
noteworthy visitors to this area, all of 
which necessitated considerable Garda 
coordination are far too many to list 
comprehensively. A few noteworthy 
examples include;

The 31st International Eucharistic 
Congress, held in Dublin between 22nd 
and 26th June, 1932, with a public Mass 
at Phoenix Park, and attended by over 
792,000 people. The noted tenor John Mc 
Cormac rendered Cesar Franck’s ‘Panis 
Angelicus’ there.

On 29th September 1979, another 
similarly themed Mass took place in 
Phoenix Park on the occasion of the 
visit of Pope John Paul II to Ireland. The 
estimated attendance at that event was 
1,250,000 people. 

On 26th August 2018, approximately 
152,000 people gathered in the Phoenix 
Park on the occasion of the visit of 
Pope Francis to Ireland. On all of those 
occasions, a visit to Aras an Uachtaráin 
was also included.

The Special Olympics, (in which An 
Garda Síochána were very much 
involved, through the Special Olympics 
Torch Run) featured within the Region 
from 21st June to 29th June, 2003. This 
was a major event, cited at the time 
as the third biggest sporting event 
worldwide and attracting much acclaim 
internationally. Some 7,000 participants, 
representing 150 countries took part. 
The Games were officially launched by 
President Mary McAleese and the late 
Nelson Mandela and it was the first time 
that the Special Olympics were hosted 
outside of America. 

 In 2011, our Region witnessed another 
first, in which the Gardaí again played 
a major role. Britain’s Queen Elizabeth 
II made a state visit to Ireland from 
17th to 20th May, that year. This 
highly significant and successful 
visit, did much to cement better Irish 
– Anglo relations and agreements 
between our two countries. This was 
a hugely successful event in all ways, 
and especially so, from a security and 
Garda perspective.

Having the major Airport within our 
Region, many of our members have had 
the opportunity of meeting and greeting 
many major personalities in the political, 
educational, sporting and entertainment 
spheres of life. The Region was also the 
home of two (2) Taoisigh; the late Charles 
Haughey, (R.I.P.) and Bertie Ahern, and 
home to a host of world famed musicians 
and bands, such as U2 and Boyzone. 

As we celebrate the 100th Anniversary of 
An Garda Síochána, we recall Ireland’s 
affiliation to the International Police 
Association. In 1950, Arthur Troop, 
a British police officer, founded the 
International Police Association, just 
five years after the end of the Second 
World War. His objective was to establish 
a global police friendship association, 
the motto being; Servo per Amikeco 
in Esperanto, i.e. Service through 
Friendship. Arthur’s dream has become 
a reality, with every one of the 372,000 
members, of a total of 64 countries 
playing their part.

The IPA was launched here in Ireland 
in 1955, and was marked by Tom Collins, 
as President (1955 -64) representing 
Section Ireland and attending 
our first International 
Event, in Paris 
that year. The 
Section was 
subsequently 
led by John 
Hickson 
(1967-76), 

Maurice Shortt, (1976-82) Michael 
Ringrose, (1982-88) John Mc Cormack, 
(1988-94) Phyllis Nolan, (First female 
President), (1994-2000) Joe Lynch, 
(2000-06) Billy Saunderson, (2006-12) 
Denis Dunne,( 2012-18), and our current 
President, Conor O’ Higgins. 

Region 1 remained in its initially 
constituted state to October 2014, when 
the Section was restructured, creating 
(31) thirty one Regions. Over the years, up 
until 2014, the number of Regions had 
grown, eventually reaching eleven (11) 
Regions nationwide, following the Garda 
College becoming a Region in its own 
right. In 2014, (4) four Regions -Region 
1 -Garda Headquarters Phoenix Park, 
Region 2 DMR Eastern, Region 3 DMR 
North Central, and Region 4, Iona Region, 
DMR North were created from the former 
Region No.1. 

The original Region No. 1 is referenced, 
as within its boundaries are a myriad of 
important structures and attractions, 
listed here for our readers. The most 
prominent landmark here is the 
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Servo per Amikeco 
in Esperanto

Service through 
Friendship

Phoenix Park, one of the largest parks in 
Europe (7.07km2), within which sits Aras 
an Uachtarain, home to the President 
of Ireland. Here you will also find the 
Headquarters of An Garda Síochána 
and just across the road, Dublin Zoo, 
one of the biggest tourist attractions in 
Ireland. Croke Park, founded in 1891 has 
a huge history. It has benefitted from 
major upgrades and now has a capacity 
of 82,300 persons, making it one of the 
largest stadia in Europe. The Guinness 
Storehouse, a must-stop on the tourist 
trail, which was opened in 2000 and has 
attracted over 20 million visitors to date 
is another highlight, as is the General 
Post Office/Museum at Lower O’Connell 
Street Dublin. Because of its significant 
1916 connections and historical 
importance, it attracts c.300,000 visitors 
annually. The Custom House, built in 
1707 on North Dock Dublin 1 and the Four 
Courts, Inns Quay Dublin, built in 1802 
are also steeped in Irish history.

So too is Dublin Castle, Dame Street 
Dublin 2, which opened in 1204. It has 
huge historical and symbolic importance 
and it was here that members of An 
Garda Síochána first took up duty in 
August 1922. 

Kilmainham Jail, Inchicore Road, 
Kilmainham, opened in 1796 has major 
links with the history of this city and 
country. Further attractions in the 
originally constituted Region, included 
Old Jameson Distillery, Bow Street, 
Smithfield, Dublin7, established 1780, 
the James Joyce Centre, 35 North Great 

Georges Street, Dublin, the Hugh Lane 
Gallery, Claremont House, Parnell Square, 
built in 1763 and established as a Gallery 
in 1908. There are many others, too 
numerous to mention. Of course, Dublin 
Airport at Collinstown has always been in 
our Region and remains so. In 2019, 32.9 
million passengers passed through this 
main travel artery into and out of the 
country. In IPA terms, with our meet and 
greet tradition, this particular place is of 
significant importance.

The present Region 4 also includes The 
National Botanical Gardens, Glasnevin 
Cemetery/Museum, Bull Island and 
Dollymount Strand, Saint Annes Park, 
DCU and the Helix Centre, Clontarf Castle, 
Malahide Castle, Howth Castle and Casino 
of Marino. 
Our national IPA Ofice is situated at 13 
Iona Drive , Glasnevin, Dublin 9 within 
our Region. 

The staffing here was provided initially 
by Joan Burke, followed by Joan Homan, 
Noel Kelleher, Noeleen O’Neill, Breda 
Tobin and Linda Fitzpatrick, all of whom 
provided the Association with valued 
and diligent service and are now retired. 
Áine Crummey and Patricia Darby 
continue that tradition of good service 
in our office. 

The IPA house is a Strain-built (1908), 
spacious, period house and was the 
second property acquisition by the 
Section. Bought in 1989, it remains the 
mainstay of our property portfolio. It has 
very comfortable living accommodation, 

including full kitchen and dining 
facilities, six (6) bedrooms (4 ensuite), 
Sitting Room, Conference Room and 
separate Office area. Outdoors, there is a 
spacious Patio, a BBQ area, and entrance 
to the garage and attached building 
which accommodated our once active 
IPA Amateur Radio Club. A large enclosed 
and well manicured garden sit to the 
rear of the house. Since purchased by IPA 
Ireland, this property has been capably 
managed by our longest serving House 
Manager -Ms Phyllis Nolan, former 
President and HLM, who indicated that 
the IPA are only the second owners 
of this house. The first IPA guests to 
be accommodated in the property, in 
Summer 1990, were Mr Denis O’Connor, 
US IPA Associate Secretary for Ireland, 
and his wife Irene.

The location of such a large number of 
attractions and facilities, in our principal 
city; all within former Region 1 and 
current Region 4 has positive impact, 
influence and advantages for IPA Section 
Ireland. There have been many notable 
achievements by members of our Region. 
I will mention but one; that of Regional 
member, the late Donald Matthew 
Donohoe (R.I.P) who entered a prestigious 
European painting competition in 
Florence, Italy, held between 20th to 24th 
November 2001, and was awarded 1st 
place in that notable and competitive 
event- a remarkable international 
achievement by any standards.

In conclusion, these random 
reflections, highlight a period and 
a Region steeped in history and 
memories, strategically and beneficially 
situated, and indeed critical to the 
development and wellbeing of IPA 
Section Ireland. We wish An Garda 
Síochána a Happy Birthday and every 
success for the future and we look 
forward to continuing our IPA activities 
and our positive interaction with An 
Garda Síochána in our Region in the 
years ahead.
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REFLECTIONS FROM IONA

Commemoration Ceremony and Heritage Plaque 
D U R I N G T H E 1930’S A N D E A R LY 1940’S , A R M E D I RA G A N G S S Y M PAT H E T I C TO T H E N AZ I R E G I M E 
I N G E R M A N Y W E R E CA R RY I N G O U T AT TAC K S O N B A N K S A N D P RO P E RTY I N S O U T H D U B L I N A N D 
E L S E W H E R E I N T H E C I TY. TAO I S E AC H E A M O N D E VA L E RA WA S D E T E R M I N E D TO P U T A N E N D TO 
T H E S E ACT I V I T I E S A N D TO P ROT E CT I R E LA N D’S N E U T RA L I TY I N T H E S E CO N D WO R L D WA R. 

On August 16th last, I was honoured to attend a 
commemoration ceremony and the unveiling of a plaque 
outside 98a Rathgar Road, Dublin, commemorating 

the ultimate sacrifice made on 16th August, 1940 by Detective 
Sergeant Patrick McKeown and Detective Garda Richard Hyland of 
Special Section, Dublin Castle in fighting these gangs. 

Research was carried out by Inspector Aidan Hannon, Rathmines 
Garda Station and Garda Ronan Bourke, attached to the “P” District 
Community Relations, who prepared an application to Dublin 
city council, under their Heritage Plaque Scheme. Permission was 
granted by the member’s surviving relatives and by the property 
owner at 98a Rathgar Road for the erection of the Heritage Plaque. 

In the events that unfolded  on 16th August, 1940, when five 
members of Special Section Dublin Castle raided a house at 
98A Rathgar in search of guns and ammunition, Detective Garda 
Richard Hyland was shot and died almost immediately. Detective 
Sergeant Patrick McKeown was shot and died in hospital the 
following morning. Detective Garda Michael Brady was also shot 
but survived, living until 1984. During the chase that followed 
a Thompson sub machine gun was seen in the hands of one of 
the escaping IRA men. Detective Gardaí Michael Mullally and 
Richard Wilmot pursued the gunmen through Wesley Avenue, 
Winton Avenue and a laneway leading to Rathgar Avenue. One 
of the gunmen was shot in the leg by the pursuing Gardaí during 
this chase. Later two men were arrested by courageous Detective 
Gardaí Richard Wilmot and Robert Mullally, whose revolver was 
empty of bullets when he made the arrest. Both members were 
awarded the Gold Scott Medal for their bravery.

Three men; Patrick McGrath, Thomas Harte and Thomas Hunt 
were arrested and later charged with murder. They were tried 
before a Military Court set up under Emergency Legislation. 
All three refused to recognise the Court and no defence was 
offered by Senior Council Sean McBride. McGrath and Harte 
received the death sentence, Hunt, aged 23, was sentenced to life 

imprisonment. An Appeal to the Supreme Court was rejected and 
McGrath and Harte were executed by firing squad at Mountjoy 
Prison on the 6th September 1940.

The Commemoration event for our colleagues was led by Dublin 
City Council. Commissioner Harris and Assistant Commissioner 
Cagney attended.  The Garda band provided excellent music, 
adding to this very special occasion. Brendan Teeling of Dublin City 
Council opened the proceedings and introduced Commissioner 
Harris, who described the tragic events of that fateful day in 1940.

Present were Marie Hyland, the daughter of Richard Hyland 
(who was 2 years old when her father was shot), Orla McKeown, 
grandniece of Sergeant Partrick McKeown, Frank and Marian Brady, 
children of Detective Garda Michael Brady, and Paul Mullally, son 
of Detective Garda Robert Mullally who arrested the IRA men after 
the murders.

Also in attendance were Chief Superintendent Peter Duff, Deputy 
Lord Mayor Mary Feehily, retired members of S.D.U. Dublin Castle, 
retired Garda members and members of the public. 

Following Commissioner Harris’ speech, Marie Hyland delivered 
an eloquent and moving speech about her father and the events 
surrounding his death. Deputy Lord Mayor of Dublin, Mary Feehily 
thanked those who helped organise the ceremony and those 
present at Rathgar Road. 

Commissioner Harris then unveiled the Plaque on the wall of 
98A Rathgar Road.  Brendan Teeling closed the ceremony and 
guests adjourned to refreshments in a lovely garden at Rathgar 
Road. Afterwards, John McHugo, a retired Sergeant who lives 
nearby, led us on a short tour of the route the Gardaí took in 
following the gunmen, describing the actions of the escaping 
gunmen as they went through a garden, a house, and Wesley 
Avenue before being arrested at Winton Avenue.

Posthumous medals were awarded to Ann Marie Hyland, Orla 
McKeown and Frank Brady by Commissioner Harris on the 25th 
August 2021 at Dublin Castle.

At present nothing is known of the surviving relatives of 
Detective Garda Richard Wilmot, the other member of the raiding 
party, who died in 1974. A brilliant report on this event, written at 
the time by Detective Superintendent Sean Gantly can be seen at 
the National Archive of Ireland Ref. TAOIS/S12065. 

My sincere thanks to Inspector Aidan Hannon, Rathmines Garda 
Station for his kind assistance with this article. 

by John Clarke
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of Detective Garda Robert Mullally who arrested the IRA men after 
the murders.

Also in attendance were Chief Superintendent Peter Duff, Deputy 
Lord Mayor Mary Feehily, retired members of S.D.U. Dublin Castle, 
retired Garda members and members of the public. 

Following Commissioner Harris’ speech, Marie Hyland delivered 
an eloquent and moving speech about her father and the events 
surrounding his death. Deputy Lord Mayor of Dublin, Mary Feehily 
thanked those who helped organise the ceremony and those 
present at Rathgar Road. 

Commissioner Harris then unveiled the Plaque on the wall of 
98A Rathgar Road.  Brendan Teeling closed the ceremony and 
guests adjourned to refreshments in a lovely garden at Rathgar 
Road. Afterwards, John McHugo, a retired Sergeant who lives 
nearby, led us on a short tour of the route the Gardaí took in 
following the gunmen, describing the actions of the escaping 
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by John Clarke
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The genesis of Garda Síochána na hÉireann in room 85 of 
the Gresham Hotel on the 9th February 1922 is worthy of 
the most profound respect. It echoes the concept of PEACE 

notable in the title of Robert Peel’s Peace Preservation Force in 
1814, which he later modified in The Constable (Ireland) Act 1836, 
which created a centralised police administration, now universally 
employed and I congratulate and applaud our Garda service on 
this, their 100th anniversary. The term PEACE is cherished in a 
scholarly book, ‘The Guardians of the Peace’, in which its author 
Conor Brady stated;

 “Ireland was leading Europe, and indeed the 
world, in the development of a positive and 

coherent police philosophy.”
Administration of law and order in Ireland since 1922 merged 

in 1955 with the International Police Association, founded by 
Arthur Troop who wrote, “I was pleased to find myself having new 
contacts…We all had similar views about the future of peace and 
freedom (note the concept of peace). That union between the 
IPA and An Garda Síochána has been mutually beneficial in the 
professional and social aspects of police life in Ireland since then.
My treasured archives reveal that Section Ireland was fostered 

I PA P U B L I CAT I O N S- T H E I R RO L E I N H I S TO RY

A S I G N A L H O N O U R H A S B E E N CO N F E R R E D O N 
M E B Y E D I TO R J O E LY N C H W H O H A S O F F E R E D 
M E S PAC E I N T H I S S P E C I A L E D I T I O N F O R 
T H E C E N T E N A RY C E L E B RAT I O N O F A N G A R DA 
SÍO C H Á N A . P L E A S E B E AWA R E T H AT T H I S 
F E AT U R E I S N OT A B O U T M E, E S S E N T I A L LY 
I T W I L L D E S C R I B E T H E AC H I E V E M E N T S O F 
S E CT I O N I R E LA N D I N H A R M O N Y W I T H O U R 
P U B L I CAT I O N S O F W H I C H I  WA S E D I TO R F O R 
T W E N TY Y E A R S.

IPA PUBLICATIONS 
– THEIR ROLE IN HISTORY

By Brendon Colvert

Brendon Colvert applauding IPA Founder, Arthur Troop with whom he had a warm relationship. IPA National Council 1995 in Galway.
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by the Joint representative Bodies until 1967.  John Hickson, a 
superb Garda oarsman, was enticed to attend a meeting in the 
Garda Club where Seán Ó Colmáin suddenly proposed him as 
President of IPA. He wrote, “I should have read the signs, there 
was no other nominee”. John became the first elected President 
of IPA Ireland, with Secretary Catherine Barry and Treasurer 
Maurice Shortt who guarded a nil resource. Providence had 
kindly provided a potent committee; I joined IPA in 1968, 
number 216.

In the early days, there was no discernible distinction 
between Garda and IPA. The first IPA international delegate 
meeting was convened in Paris in 1955 and development 
proceeded slowly, while membership in many Sections 
amounted to hundreds only. When questioned on our 
membership, our President of the day, Tom Collins answered 
7,000, no doubt, including all members of the Joint 
Representative Bodies. Tom Collins also stated that he could 
not appoint a Treasurer because such was prohibited by Garda 
Regulations. 

Through the generosity of Ned Garvey, later Commissioner, 
the Garda Club served as our H.Q. All NEC meetings assembled 
there and we proudly entertained visiting IPA groups. One 
desirable feature was missing until 1969; we had no 
publication to spread the message. Michael Ringrose became 
editor and the first publications, titled IPA, were printed by 
the Leinster Leader Ltd., Naas. Our Garda colleagues published 
“The Garda Review” every month, generously providing space 
free of charge to advertise our activities. I have copied and 
filed 32 pages for posterity.

John Hickson was elected President by surprise; I too 
became Editor by surprise in 1989. Tom Kavanagh, of blessed 
memory, was delegated from Region 8 (Roscommon, Longford, 
Westmeath, Offaly) to attend National Council at Athlone.  On 
his return I was informed that I was elected to the office of 

Editor which had become vacant. Tom promoted my cause, 
because I, as Regional Secretary, used to distribute IPA 
information prepared on a Gestetner.

My first edition of Police Friendship was Autumn 1989, 
colour cover, 32 pages, monochrome throughout. The first 
interior colour pages showed a furniture advertisement; 
following that I secured a four-page colour centre in each 
edition. When Ger Mangan attended the Editor’s conference 
in Germany, our magazine was displayed as an example 
of the best in production, a paradigm for all Sections.  
When the CEO of Styletype Printers in Belfast, Alan Watt 
retired, the business passed to his son David. The financial 
costs of producing the magazine had changed and I was 
commissioned to calculate the cost of continuing production. 
I reported that an extra seven pence per week would be 
needed from each member to continue the production of the 
magazine.

It had been a while since there had been an increase in 
subscription rate and when we attended National Council, a 
proposal by the National Executive Committee for an increase 
of 25 pence per week was granted without any problem; the 
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I was pleased to find myself 

having new contacts…We all 

had similar views about the 

future of peace and freedom
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magazine was worth it.  With Styletype, we also produced a 
pocket diary which displayed the ‘Garda Duty Rosters’ a feature 
quickly copied by other garda organisations. Over the years, the 
extra revenue generated by membership payments helped to 
fund a wider range of activities, purchase house properties and 
provide scholarships.

The publication of the final edition of Police Friendship 
occurred in Summer 1994. We had negotiated terms with Jude 
Publications for an increased output and the final decision 
was mine. It would be a daunting challenge; could I publish 
a monthly magazine? Many doubted and cautioned against it. 
Undoubtedly, I would need a larger panel of contributors to 
provide copy. 

 For the next eight and a half years, every month we published 
an edition of the title ‘Garda Journal’, later changed to ‘IPA 
Journal’, (a total of 100 editions) a major first for IPA Ireland. In 
like manner we were first to publish a calendar, first to publish 
a desk diary, first to publish special editions and we were also 
first to deliver a national seminar to an international audience in 
Schloss Gimborn (IRELAND PAST PRESENT & PROXIMO).

In the course of time, due to market pressures we had to 
change to a bi-monthly, and eventually to a quarterly publication 
schedule. Together with my faithful Irish writers I also had Blue 
Caldwell and Ace O’Hara in New Zealand; Helen Tierney Bale, 
William Geary and Jack Keery in USA. With input from Schloss 
Gimborn we were truly international.

As a result of my work as IPA Editor, I was accepted on my 
merits into the Chartered Institute of Journalists in 1999, a 
professional body for journalists, the oldest in the world. It was 
stressed at the International Editor’s Seminar in New Zealand 
that an Association’s magazine is its shop window; 

‘unless the features measure up to 
professional standards, advertisers will 
ignore you; never fill space with stuffy, 
trite, hackneyed, stodgy or ill-humoured 
material; eliminate all typos; illustrations 
must have captions where possible; keep 
the work fresh or readers will abandon you. 
Above all not to breach copyright; malign or 
libel anyone. Such a grievous act would be 
the death knell of the publication and our 
Association would be vilified’.

Section Ireland will, I am sure, continue to lead the IPA literary 
world, provided we appreciate dedicated Editors. Ireland has 
won more literary Nobel prizes that any other nation; we are 
imaginative, poetical, droll, erudite, sociable and distinguished by 
our use of Hiberno English.

Do thairisc an t- Eagarthóir dom míle focal is dhá chéad caoga a 
scríobh. Cé go bfhuil morán eile in aigne, tá orm smacht a coimeád 
cun a léiriú nach bfhuil an saineolaí éalaithe uaim.

For the comfort of overseas readers, the comment in Irish reads, 
“The Editor has offered me 1250 words; even though I have more in 
mind I must demonstrate that my skill is not lost.”

I cherish my IPA and Garda Síochána comrades as we join in 
felicitations for the centenary celebrations.
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HUGH WARD WAS BORN ON THE 14TH FEBRUARY, 1897 IN CLOUGHMACOO, NOBBER, CO. MEATH. HE 
CAME FROM A FARMING BACKGROUND. AT THE AGE OF 21 YEARS, HE JOINED THE VOLUNTEERS AND 
THE NATIONAL CAUSE UNTIL THE TRUCE WAS CALLED. DURING THE CIVIL WAR, HE SERVED IN THE 
NATIONAL ARMY FOR TWO YEARS. IN JANUARY 1924 HE JOINED AN GARDA SIOCHANA / DETECTIVE 
BRANCH BUT THEN MOVED TO UNIFORM FORCE.

Garda Hugh Ward was 
posted to Hollyford 
Garda Station in Co. 

Tipperary. On the night of the 14th 
November, 1926 Garda Hugh Ward 
was shot by anti treaty IRA as he 
answered a knock on the door to 
the Garda Station. Garda Ward 
sustained serious injuries and 
he was removed to St. Vincent’s 
Hospital Dublin, where he died 
two days later. 

On the same night Sergeant 
Fitzsimons of Luke St., Cork was 
also murdered by an armed gang 
as they tried to take control of the 
Garda Station.

Garda Ward’s remains were 
removed to Aughrim Street Church 
in Dublin and were brought from 
there to Nobber, Co. Meath. 
Garda Ward’s funeral took place 
in Nobber on Thursday 18th 
November, 1926, with his coffin 
draped in the Tricolour carried by 
his colleagues. Garda Ward was 
laid to rest in St. John’s cemetery 
in Nobber, Co. Meath. The Garda 
Band was in attendance.

Garda Commissioner General Eoin 
O Duffy delivered the graveside 
oration. A Guard of Honour was 
provided by Gardaí from the Louth 
Meath Garda Division. The Last Post 
was played by a member of the 
Garda Band.

In July 2014, a new headstone was 
erected in St. John’s graveyard, 
Nobber, to commemorate Garda 
Hugh Ward whose remains were 
lying in an unmarked grave. A 
special Mass commemorating Garda 
Ward’s life was celebrated by Fr. 
Seamus Houlihan, with the unveiling 
of the new headstone afterwards at 
Garda Ward’s grave. It was funded 
by the extended Garda family of 
serving and retired members, their 
Associations and the local cemetery 
restoration committee.

Among the attendance on the day 
was former Garda Commissioner 
Martin Callinan, former Assistant 
Commissioner Al McHugh, former 
Chief Superintendent of the Louth 
Meath Division, Tom Hickey, Chief 
Superintendent Aidan Glacken of 
Meath Garda Division, retired Chief 

Superintendent of Louth Meath 
Garda Division and Helen McEntee 
TD (Current Minister for Justice). 
The attending also included families 
of members of the Force who lost 
their lives in the line of duty. Also 
remembered were Sergeant Patrick 
McLoughlin (1983), Garda Gary 
Sheehan (1983), Detective Garda 
Frank Hand (1984), Sergeant Patrick 
Morissey (1985), Detective Sergeant 
Sean Eiffe (2001), Detective Garda 
Adran Donoghue (2013).

A wreath was laid at Garda Ward’s 
grave by Meath County Manager, 
Jackie Maguire. Contributions 
towards the funding of Garda 
Ward’s headstone included St. 
Paul’s Garda Credit Union Ltd., St. 
Raphael’s Garda Credit Union Ltd., 
GRA, AGSI, The Garda Benevolent 
Society and Garda Síochána Retired 
Members Association.

Garda Ward’s name appears on 
the Garda Roll of Honour. While 
Garda Ward was not awarded the 
Scott Medal, he undoubtedly died 
serving the people of Ireland. 
May he Rest in Peace.

Registered Number 5663 - killed in the line of duty in 1926
by Dennis Fogarty, Retired Garda
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IN MEMORY OF GARDA WARD

IPA Journal  |  Spring 2022 29



RECOUNTING THE MEMORIES

My father, Michael Hallinan, late of Rathglas, Enniscrone, 
Sligo was born in Carrins, Cullens, Co. Sligo in 1890. He 
was a member of the R.I.C. stationed in Dungannon, Co. 

Tyrone and retired in 1922, when the Force was disbanded at the 
formation of the new Free State. It was not unusual for young men 
from Mayo, Sligo and the west of Ireland to join the R.I.C. When I 
was a young fellow, my father often told me about Dungannon and 
Tyrone, and at a very young age, I knew the names of most of the 
towns in Co. Tyrone. I remember his stories about being on Riot 
duty in Bishop Street in Derry, where the Court House still stands. 
He mused about the women living in that area cooking bacon and 
purposely opening the windows, knowing that the lovely smell of 
the fry would likely cause pangs of hunger in the Police!

He loved his time in the R.I.C. in Dungannon and had a high 
regard for the people of Tyrone and Northern Ireland. Right up 
until his death in 1974, he was up to speed with the ‘Political 
Scene’ in Northern Ireland and had strong views on how things 
should be done there, believing that the people of Ulster should 
be the masters of their own destiny. I regret that I didn’t take him 
back to Dungannon in the years before he died, to see again the 
place he loved so well in his youth. Like many another, I’m sorry 
that I didn’t pay more attention to the stories that my father told 
me, especially about his days in the R.I.C. 

After leaving the R.I.C., he came back to his home in Carrins, 
but didn’t feel safe because of the political situation at the time. 
Realising that there wasn’t a great future in cutting turf and 
saving hay on a small holding, he and his sister Agnes sailed for 
New York. He talked about walking up 5th Avenue for the first 
time and not having a notion where he was going. He worked in 
Security there and got on well. Though times were tough during 
the Great Depression, he always had a job. When I visited my Aunt 

Agnes in New York in 1988, where she had stayed, she told me she 
always knew my father wouldn’t stay. Born in 1892, Agnes died 
29th January, 1992, just a few months short of her 100th birthday, 
on the 12th July. 

My father came home in 1938, bought a farm and married Mary 
Battle. Together, they raised four of us, two boys and two girls. 
Being the eldest, I was in line for a few farms around Rathglass. 
One day in 1957, when footing turf with my father, he told me 
that I was going to complete my education in Summerhill College, 
Sligo. A young fellow footing turf a few banks down from us had 
been in that college, so I got talking to him. Hearing that there 
were opportunities for football and sport there made me happy. 
The possibility of maybe pulling on the Black & White for Sligo 
was a great attraction. When my mother bought football boots 
costing seventeen shillings and sixpence for me, I was over the 
moon and determined to do well at the football and sports. I 
loved Agricultural Science, but after Summerhill College, there 
weren’t many possibilities in Sligo, so overseas seemed to beckon. 
Then, I got two job interviews, one for the position of A.I. Man, 
and the other for Trainee Manager in a garage in Ballina. At that 
interview, I was told that the starting pay was 27 shillings and 
sixpence per week, rising to £5 per week after five years. I looked 
at the interviewer, thanked him, apologized for wasting his time 
and got up to leave. As I left, he said, ‘Good Luck’. Well, next day, I 
got a nice letter from the A.I. people telling me I was unsuccessful, 
so my thoughts turned to how I would get enough money together 
to go to America. 

Then, one evening a few weeks later, a young fellow from 
Enniscrone called to the house asking if I would play football 
for Eniscrone/Kilglass. When I told my mother, she smiled, saying 
“that’s the best offer you’ve got so far, Good Luck”. Once again, 

I PA M E M B E R PAT R I C K J  H A L L I N A N’S (P. J .) 
I N T RO D U CT I O N TO PO L I C I N G L I F E CA M E 
T H RO U G H T H E S TO R I E S O F H I S F AT H E R 
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R E G U LA R, A S J LO A N D LAT E R A S S E RG E A N T I N 
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W I T H U S H I S P E R S O N A L M E M O R I E S. E D I TO R . 

By P. J. Hallinan

RECOUNTING THE MEMORIES

thoughts of playing for Sligo filled my head. I played that Sunday 
for Eniscrone/Kilglass in a game against Easkey and had a good 
second half. After the game, the man in charge of our team said 
he knew my father and asked about him. Then he praised my play 
in the second half and out of the blue asked if I’d be interested in 
joining the Guards? 

Without waiting for an answer, he said “I’m the Sergeant in 
Enniscrone, Joe Mc Manus; drop into the Station on Wednesday or 
Thursday night about 8pm. I’ll measure you up”. When I got home, I 
told my father and mother what the Sergeant had said. I believe I saw 
a look of relief on their faces when they heard what he had said.

On 10th February 1965, in the company of 50 other young men, 
I entered Templemore. Five years of boarding in Summerhill was 
great preparation! One day, Sergeant Kievans, who was in charge 
of Sport, got a call from Tom Kilcoyne of Sligo G.A.A. looking for 
Sligo footballers who were in the College. Gerry Henry from Aclare 
and myself signed up.  Excited at this selection, I wrote home, 
telling them that I was on the County Panel for Sunday. They got 
a big shock when I landed on Friday evening driving a Hillman 
Imp - a big change from the wee Grey Fergi I was used to! At that 
time, I was also into Rugby, and Ballina were in the Connaught 
Junior Rugby Final. A lot of my friends were as surprised as I was 
when they heard I’d got a ‘Pass’ to go play for Ballina. Within a few 
weeks, I had pulled on the Black and White of Sligo and Green of 
Ballina. Reggie Barrett’s training was paying off!

On the 19th June 1965, I headed from Templemore, to Buncrana, 
Donegal. My first impression of Buncrana was tempered by 
the fact that it didn’t have a football pitch. There was a well 
maintained soccer pitch, but that wasn’t much good to a Gaeilic 
man! Garda Tom Conlon tracked me down, inviting me to play in 

a game in Inch, against a Derry Team the next day. That was the 
start of many years of football there. Inch Island had a field, Derry 
City, a rough gravel Celtic Park. On and off the field, I had within a 
few months made a lot of good friends; sadly, some of them have 
passed away in recent times but many families still reminisce 
about their fathers football days and welcome me as the ”P.J.” their 
father spoke of. 

In 1967, I was the founding member of ‘Buncrana Boxing Club’. 
Over the years I have enjoyed giving some service to sport and 
in return I received the genuine friendship and goodwill of so 
many people. This shows how well members of An Garda Síochána 
integrated into society and the respect that was shown to the 
members of the force by the vast majority of the population. I 
made many friends on all sides of the Community during my time 
as a Boxing Trainer, Coach, Judge, Referee, M.C. and manager of 
Teams at local, national and international level. In that time, I was 
known to all in boxing circles, on all sides of all communities, 
north and south, as “P.J. the Guard”. I have been to Boxing Clubs 
in every part of this island, North and South, even in the worst of 
the troubled times. Everyone knew who and what I was and I was 
always made welcome in those boxing circles. I met a lot of good, 
decent people who were not getting it easy in those troubled 
days. I was appointed Garda Juvenile Liaison Officer in Donegal in 
1981. Twelve years later, I was promoted Sergeant and transferred 
to Moville. 

ON THE 19TH JUNE 1965, I HEADED 

FROM TEMPLEMORE, TO BUNCRANA, 

DONEGAL. MY FIRST IMPRESSION 

OF BUNCRANA WAS TEMPERED BY 

THE FACT THAT IT DIDN’T HAVE A 

FOOTBALL PITCH. THERE WAS A WELL 

MAINTAINED SOCCER PITCH, BUT THAT 

WASN’T MUCH GOOD TO GAEILIC MAN!

30 IPA Journal  |  Spring 2022



RECOUNTING THE MEMORIES

My father, Michael Hallinan, late of Rathglas, Enniscrone, 
Sligo was born in Carrins, Cullens, Co. Sligo in 1890. He 
was a member of the R.I.C. stationed in Dungannon, Co. 

Tyrone and retired in 1922, when the Force was disbanded at the 
formation of the new Free State. It was not unusual for young men 
from Mayo, Sligo and the west of Ireland to join the R.I.C. When I 
was a young fellow, my father often told me about Dungannon and 
Tyrone, and at a very young age, I knew the names of most of the 
towns in Co. Tyrone. I remember his stories about being on Riot 
duty in Bishop Street in Derry, where the Court House still stands. 
He mused about the women living in that area cooking bacon and 
purposely opening the windows, knowing that the lovely smell of 
the fry would likely cause pangs of hunger in the Police!

He loved his time in the R.I.C. in Dungannon and had a high 
regard for the people of Tyrone and Northern Ireland. Right up 
until his death in 1974, he was up to speed with the ‘Political 
Scene’ in Northern Ireland and had strong views on how things 
should be done there, believing that the people of Ulster should 
be the masters of their own destiny. I regret that I didn’t take him 
back to Dungannon in the years before he died, to see again the 
place he loved so well in his youth. Like many another, I’m sorry 
that I didn’t pay more attention to the stories that my father told 
me, especially about his days in the R.I.C. 

After leaving the R.I.C., he came back to his home in Carrins, 
but didn’t feel safe because of the political situation at the time. 
Realising that there wasn’t a great future in cutting turf and 
saving hay on a small holding, he and his sister Agnes sailed for 
New York. He talked about walking up 5th Avenue for the first 
time and not having a notion where he was going. He worked in 
Security there and got on well. Though times were tough during 
the Great Depression, he always had a job. When I visited my Aunt 

Agnes in New York in 1988, where she had stayed, she told me she 
always knew my father wouldn’t stay. Born in 1892, Agnes died 
29th January, 1992, just a few months short of her 100th birthday, 
on the 12th July. 

My father came home in 1938, bought a farm and married Mary 
Battle. Together, they raised four of us, two boys and two girls. 
Being the eldest, I was in line for a few farms around Rathglass. 
One day in 1957, when footing turf with my father, he told me 
that I was going to complete my education in Summerhill College, 
Sligo. A young fellow footing turf a few banks down from us had 
been in that college, so I got talking to him. Hearing that there 
were opportunities for football and sport there made me happy. 
The possibility of maybe pulling on the Black & White for Sligo 
was a great attraction. When my mother bought football boots 
costing seventeen shillings and sixpence for me, I was over the 
moon and determined to do well at the football and sports. I 
loved Agricultural Science, but after Summerhill College, there 
weren’t many possibilities in Sligo, so overseas seemed to beckon. 
Then, I got two job interviews, one for the position of A.I. Man, 
and the other for Trainee Manager in a garage in Ballina. At that 
interview, I was told that the starting pay was 27 shillings and 
sixpence per week, rising to £5 per week after five years. I looked 
at the interviewer, thanked him, apologized for wasting his time 
and got up to leave. As I left, he said, ‘Good Luck’. Well, next day, I 
got a nice letter from the A.I. people telling me I was unsuccessful, 
so my thoughts turned to how I would get enough money together 
to go to America. 

Then, one evening a few weeks later, a young fellow from 
Enniscrone called to the house asking if I would play football 
for Eniscrone/Kilglass. When I told my mother, she smiled, saying 
“that’s the best offer you’ve got so far, Good Luck”. Once again, 
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By P. J. Hallinan

RECOUNTING THE MEMORIES

thoughts of playing for Sligo filled my head. I played that Sunday 
for Eniscrone/Kilglass in a game against Easkey and had a good 
second half. After the game, the man in charge of our team said 
he knew my father and asked about him. Then he praised my play 
in the second half and out of the blue asked if I’d be interested in 
joining the Guards? 

Without waiting for an answer, he said “I’m the Sergeant in 
Enniscrone, Joe Mc Manus; drop into the Station on Wednesday or 
Thursday night about 8pm. I’ll measure you up”. When I got home, I 
told my father and mother what the Sergeant had said. I believe I saw 
a look of relief on their faces when they heard what he had said.

On 10th February 1965, in the company of 50 other young men, 
I entered Templemore. Five years of boarding in Summerhill was 
great preparation! One day, Sergeant Kievans, who was in charge 
of Sport, got a call from Tom Kilcoyne of Sligo G.A.A. looking for 
Sligo footballers who were in the College. Gerry Henry from Aclare 
and myself signed up.  Excited at this selection, I wrote home, 
telling them that I was on the County Panel for Sunday. They got 
a big shock when I landed on Friday evening driving a Hillman 
Imp - a big change from the wee Grey Fergi I was used to! At that 
time, I was also into Rugby, and Ballina were in the Connaught 
Junior Rugby Final. A lot of my friends were as surprised as I was 
when they heard I’d got a ‘Pass’ to go play for Ballina. Within a few 
weeks, I had pulled on the Black and White of Sligo and Green of 
Ballina. Reggie Barrett’s training was paying off!

On the 19th June 1965, I headed from Templemore, to Buncrana, 
Donegal. My first impression of Buncrana was tempered by 
the fact that it didn’t have a football pitch. There was a well 
maintained soccer pitch, but that wasn’t much good to a Gaeilic 
man! Garda Tom Conlon tracked me down, inviting me to play in 

a game in Inch, against a Derry Team the next day. That was the 
start of many years of football there. Inch Island had a field, Derry 
City, a rough gravel Celtic Park. On and off the field, I had within a 
few months made a lot of good friends; sadly, some of them have 
passed away in recent times but many families still reminisce 
about their fathers football days and welcome me as the ”P.J.” their 
father spoke of. 

In 1967, I was the founding member of ‘Buncrana Boxing Club’. 
Over the years I have enjoyed giving some service to sport and 
in return I received the genuine friendship and goodwill of so 
many people. This shows how well members of An Garda Síochána 
integrated into society and the respect that was shown to the 
members of the force by the vast majority of the population. I 
made many friends on all sides of the Community during my time 
as a Boxing Trainer, Coach, Judge, Referee, M.C. and manager of 
Teams at local, national and international level. In that time, I was 
known to all in boxing circles, on all sides of all communities, 
north and south, as “P.J. the Guard”. I have been to Boxing Clubs 
in every part of this island, North and South, even in the worst of 
the troubled times. Everyone knew who and what I was and I was 
always made welcome in those boxing circles. I met a lot of good, 
decent people who were not getting it easy in those troubled 
days. I was appointed Garda Juvenile Liaison Officer in Donegal in 
1981. Twelve years later, I was promoted Sergeant and transferred 
to Moville. 

ON THE 19TH JUNE 1965, I HEADED 

FROM TEMPLEMORE, TO BUNCRANA, 

DONEGAL. MY FIRST IMPRESSION 

OF BUNCRANA WAS TEMPERED BY 

THE FACT THAT IT DIDN’T HAVE A 

FOOTBALL PITCH. THERE WAS A WELL 

MAINTAINED SOCCER PITCH, BUT THAT 

WASN’T MUCH GOOD TO GAEILIC MAN!
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There were many societal and other changes during my time in 
An Garda Síochána. Following unrest in An Garda Síochána, Judge 
Charlie Conroy, in 1968, chaired a commission that examined 
the administration and internal working of the Garda Síochána. 
His findings and recommendations in the The Conroy Commission 
Report changed the workings of the Garda Síochána for ever.

The border area has a unique place in policing and over the past 
fifty years, there’s been a diversity of activities and happenings in 
the Inishowen area of Donegal, many were Cross Border related. 
Many resonate with me.

People here remember the Foot & Mouth Animal Disease 1967 
- on 8th December, when directives were issued that all Border 
crossings were to be manned by the Gardaí.

Then, in 1968/69, The Troubles, as they became known, began in 
the North. Protest marches and riots in Derry and Belfast became 
weekly occurrences. This reverberated to border towns, including 
Buncrana.  

On Bloody Sunday, 30th January 1972, 13 people were shot 
dead in Derry when soldiers opened fire on a Civil Rights 
demonstration. Thousands thronged the streets for the funerals 
on the following Tuesday. Another man died in Hospital from his 
injuries a month later. I think that many young people of today 
would find it hard to understand how things really were back then.  
A number of Gardaí from Inishowen attended the funerals of those 
killed, having known either those who were killed or their family, 
as did I. The young Derry boxer, Jackie Duddy who was shot that 
day was a personal friend of mine.  I brought a wreath as a mark 

of respect for the deceased and was received with great dignity in 
St. Mary’s church for the funeral. Those were difficult times and we 
mustn’t forget that. 

Policing in the Buncrana area would meet many new challenges 
too. In the early hours of New Year’s Day, 1973, Bridge Porter from 
Buncrana and Oliver Boyce from Clonmany were murdered by the 
U.D.A. Their bodies were discovered on a by-road near Birdstown 
Bridge, in the Buncrana District. Permanent Border check points 
became the norm, with Gardaí transferred from all over to 
Border stations. More tough times would follow, but despite the 
demands that the Troubles placed on the district force, Gardaí 
here successfully policed four Fleadh Ceoil na hÉireann held in 
Buncrana during the 1970s and 1980s. 

While talks and efforts to end the Troubles were going on, 
Omagh was bombed on the 15th August 1988 and 29 people 
were killed. Three of the children killed were from Buncrana; 
Sean Mc Laughlin, Oran Doherty, James Barker. Their Spanish 
friend with them, Fernando Blasco, was also killed. In 1991, Sinn 
Fein Councillor Eddie Fullerton was murdered in his home, near 
Buncrana. I firmly believe that had he lived, he would have made a 
significant contribution to the Peace Process.

There were good news stories too. In 1992, Donegal won their 
first all-Ireland football title, and thereafter, singer Margo O’ 
Donnell, sang; “from Bundoran to Rosses, from Inishowen to 
Dungloe, they are walking tall in Donegal, as everybody knows” 
and in 1993, I transferred to Moville as Sergeant in Charge. There I 
became friends with the late John and Pat Hume, RIP. 

While stationed there, the Carrickatine fishing boat was lost 
at sea on 16th November, 1995. At 7am that morning I got a 
phone call to say that “the Carrickatine” was missing. I went to 
Greencastle and found the Greencastle Coast & Cliff Rescue 
Service already in place. It was a tough lengthy mission, but 
unfortunately for the families, the bodies of those lost were never 
recovered. 

Then in 1996 along came the B.S.E. campaign, before I retired 
from An Garda Síochána in May, 1997, after 32 years and 3months. 

RECOUNTING THE MEMORIES

The thing I missed most was the people that I’d worked with, but 
the knowledge and experience that I had gained in my service 
allowed me take up work as a youth Development Officer with 
Inishowen Development Partnership, the day after I retired. In 
promoting the Inishowen Youth Services Network, a lot of my 
contacts from my J.L.O. days came on board in a voluntary capacity, 
helping deliver a series of activities for the Youth of Inishowen.

“Once a Garda always a Garda”

While working with Inishowen Partnership (I.P), in 2001 ‘Peace 
and Reconciliation’ came on the agenda, in which a significant 
amount of funding for Peace Programmes was being made 
available. Nationalists and Unionist from Derry were represented 
in these programmes by Paddy Doherty “Bogside” and Glen Barr 
respectively, both now deceased, RIP. Through my work with 
Inishowen Partnership, I was already involved in work with Glenn 
and Paddy through a Border Horizons Programme.

Together with Glenn Barr and Mr. Jackie Hewitt, Farset Youth 
& Community in the Shankhill, Belfast, we set up a Limited 
Company; ‘Farset, Inishowen and Border Counties’, which I 
jointly Chaired. Funding was sourced for a Cross Border visiting 
programme, providing for people who had never been across 
the border, to visit places on the other side of the border. It was 
hugely successful, involving some 30,000 people over three 
years. Glenn Barr, through the Ebrington Centre in Derry obtained 
funding to engage Nationalist and Unionists people who had been 
incarcerated in Long Kesh, and the International School of Peace 
Studies was initiated to develop this concept, which had wide 
support.

In 1997, through another Peace Programme Project, the first 
group of people from across all sections of the community North 

and South came together to visit the Somme, the mission area of 
Belgium and the graves of the 36th Ulster and 16th Irish Divisions. 
The 36th Ulster was remembered with a Remembrance Tower at 
Thiepval wood. Celtic Crosses were erected, one at Guillemont, 
and one a short distance from WYTSCHAETA (White Sheet) near 
Messines, to the memory of the 16th Irish Division.

This development led to Paddy Harte T.D. Donegal and Glen Barr, 
a Unionist from Derry’s Waterside area working together for the 
acceptance by both sides that equal recognition be given to all 
who made the supreme sacrifice on the Battlefield of the Great 
War. The outcome was the building of the Island of Ireland Peace 
Park in Messines, dedicated to all soldiers of Ireland of all political 
and religious beliefs who died in the Great War.

In 2002, I was invited by Glen Barr to visit the Battlefields of 
the Great War with a group from Derry and Belfast, with a view 
to building an ongoing Peace Programme.  The ‘Remembrance 
Reconciliation Renaissance Through Shared History’ Peace 
Programme followed, with the composition of participating 
groups being made up of one third Catholic, one third Protestant, 
and one third from Inishowen. Participants in this well balanced 
Programme were asked to decide, following dialogue, if War and 
Conflict can be condoned. 

Many Peace Programmes followed, including one that developed 
a Remembrance Wall in Fort Dunree, bearing the names of two 
hundred and fifty people from the peninsula of Inishowen who 
made the supreme sacrifice in the Great War. For 14 years an 
Annual Remembrance was held on the first Sunday of July to 
Remember all the ‘Forgotten of Inishowen and Ireland’. This 
journey began for me in the stories of my father, the invitation 
of Sergeant Joe McManus and months of training in Templemore 
from where I left as a Garda on route to Buncrana, Co. Donegal.

IN 1991, SINN FEIN COUNCILLOR EDDIE FULLERTON WAS MURDERED IN HIS 

HOME, NEAR BUNCRANA. I FIRMLY BELIEVE THAT HAD HE LIVED, HE WOULD 

HAVE MADE A SIGNIFICANT CONTRIBUTION TO THE PEACE PROCESS.
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There were many societal and other changes during my time in 
An Garda Síochána. Following unrest in An Garda Síochána, Judge 
Charlie Conroy, in 1968, chaired a commission that examined 
the administration and internal working of the Garda Síochána. 
His findings and recommendations in the The Conroy Commission 
Report changed the workings of the Garda Síochána for ever.

The border area has a unique place in policing and over the past 
fifty years, there’s been a diversity of activities and happenings in 
the Inishowen area of Donegal, many were Cross Border related. 
Many resonate with me.

People here remember the Foot & Mouth Animal Disease 1967 
- on 8th December, when directives were issued that all Border 
crossings were to be manned by the Gardaí.

Then, in 1968/69, The Troubles, as they became known, began in 
the North. Protest marches and riots in Derry and Belfast became 
weekly occurrences. This reverberated to border towns, including 
Buncrana.  

On Bloody Sunday, 30th January 1972, 13 people were shot 
dead in Derry when soldiers opened fire on a Civil Rights 
demonstration. Thousands thronged the streets for the funerals 
on the following Tuesday. Another man died in Hospital from his 
injuries a month later. I think that many young people of today 
would find it hard to understand how things really were back then.  
A number of Gardaí from Inishowen attended the funerals of those 
killed, having known either those who were killed or their family, 
as did I. The young Derry boxer, Jackie Duddy who was shot that 
day was a personal friend of mine.  I brought a wreath as a mark 

of respect for the deceased and was received with great dignity in 
St. Mary’s church for the funeral. Those were difficult times and we 
mustn’t forget that. 

Policing in the Buncrana area would meet many new challenges 
too. In the early hours of New Year’s Day, 1973, Bridge Porter from 
Buncrana and Oliver Boyce from Clonmany were murdered by the 
U.D.A. Their bodies were discovered on a by-road near Birdstown 
Bridge, in the Buncrana District. Permanent Border check points 
became the norm, with Gardaí transferred from all over to 
Border stations. More tough times would follow, but despite the 
demands that the Troubles placed on the district force, Gardaí 
here successfully policed four Fleadh Ceoil na hÉireann held in 
Buncrana during the 1970s and 1980s. 

While talks and efforts to end the Troubles were going on, 
Omagh was bombed on the 15th August 1988 and 29 people 
were killed. Three of the children killed were from Buncrana; 
Sean Mc Laughlin, Oran Doherty, James Barker. Their Spanish 
friend with them, Fernando Blasco, was also killed. In 1991, Sinn 
Fein Councillor Eddie Fullerton was murdered in his home, near 
Buncrana. I firmly believe that had he lived, he would have made a 
significant contribution to the Peace Process.

There were good news stories too. In 1992, Donegal won their 
first all-Ireland football title, and thereafter, singer Margo O’ 
Donnell, sang; “from Bundoran to Rosses, from Inishowen to 
Dungloe, they are walking tall in Donegal, as everybody knows” 
and in 1993, I transferred to Moville as Sergeant in Charge. There I 
became friends with the late John and Pat Hume, RIP. 

While stationed there, the Carrickatine fishing boat was lost 
at sea on 16th November, 1995. At 7am that morning I got a 
phone call to say that “the Carrickatine” was missing. I went to 
Greencastle and found the Greencastle Coast & Cliff Rescue 
Service already in place. It was a tough lengthy mission, but 
unfortunately for the families, the bodies of those lost were never 
recovered. 

Then in 1996 along came the B.S.E. campaign, before I retired 
from An Garda Síochána in May, 1997, after 32 years and 3months. 

RECOUNTING THE MEMORIES

The thing I missed most was the people that I’d worked with, but 
the knowledge and experience that I had gained in my service 
allowed me take up work as a youth Development Officer with 
Inishowen Development Partnership, the day after I retired. In 
promoting the Inishowen Youth Services Network, a lot of my 
contacts from my J.L.O. days came on board in a voluntary capacity, 
helping deliver a series of activities for the Youth of Inishowen.

“Once a Garda always a Garda”

While working with Inishowen Partnership (I.P), in 2001 ‘Peace 
and Reconciliation’ came on the agenda, in which a significant 
amount of funding for Peace Programmes was being made 
available. Nationalists and Unionist from Derry were represented 
in these programmes by Paddy Doherty “Bogside” and Glen Barr 
respectively, both now deceased, RIP. Through my work with 
Inishowen Partnership, I was already involved in work with Glenn 
and Paddy through a Border Horizons Programme.

Together with Glenn Barr and Mr. Jackie Hewitt, Farset Youth 
& Community in the Shankhill, Belfast, we set up a Limited 
Company; ‘Farset, Inishowen and Border Counties’, which I 
jointly Chaired. Funding was sourced for a Cross Border visiting 
programme, providing for people who had never been across 
the border, to visit places on the other side of the border. It was 
hugely successful, involving some 30,000 people over three 
years. Glenn Barr, through the Ebrington Centre in Derry obtained 
funding to engage Nationalist and Unionists people who had been 
incarcerated in Long Kesh, and the International School of Peace 
Studies was initiated to develop this concept, which had wide 
support.

In 1997, through another Peace Programme Project, the first 
group of people from across all sections of the community North 

and South came together to visit the Somme, the mission area of 
Belgium and the graves of the 36th Ulster and 16th Irish Divisions. 
The 36th Ulster was remembered with a Remembrance Tower at 
Thiepval wood. Celtic Crosses were erected, one at Guillemont, 
and one a short distance from WYTSCHAETA (White Sheet) near 
Messines, to the memory of the 16th Irish Division.

This development led to Paddy Harte T.D. Donegal and Glen Barr, 
a Unionist from Derry’s Waterside area working together for the 
acceptance by both sides that equal recognition be given to all 
who made the supreme sacrifice on the Battlefield of the Great 
War. The outcome was the building of the Island of Ireland Peace 
Park in Messines, dedicated to all soldiers of Ireland of all political 
and religious beliefs who died in the Great War.

In 2002, I was invited by Glen Barr to visit the Battlefields of 
the Great War with a group from Derry and Belfast, with a view 
to building an ongoing Peace Programme.  The ‘Remembrance 
Reconciliation Renaissance Through Shared History’ Peace 
Programme followed, with the composition of participating 
groups being made up of one third Catholic, one third Protestant, 
and one third from Inishowen. Participants in this well balanced 
Programme were asked to decide, following dialogue, if War and 
Conflict can be condoned. 

Many Peace Programmes followed, including one that developed 
a Remembrance Wall in Fort Dunree, bearing the names of two 
hundred and fifty people from the peninsula of Inishowen who 
made the supreme sacrifice in the Great War. For 14 years an 
Annual Remembrance was held on the first Sunday of July to 
Remember all the ‘Forgotten of Inishowen and Ireland’. This 
journey began for me in the stories of my father, the invitation 
of Sergeant Joe McManus and months of training in Templemore 
from where I left as a Garda on route to Buncrana, Co. Donegal.

IN 1991, SINN FEIN COUNCILLOR EDDIE FULLERTON WAS MURDERED IN HIS 

HOME, NEAR BUNCRANA. I FIRMLY BELIEVE THAT HAD HE LIVED, HE WOULD 

HAVE MADE A SIGNIFICANT CONTRIBUTION TO THE PEACE PROCESS.

RECOUNTING THE MEMORIES
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The Garda Technical Bureau was established on 
7th October, 1934 and located in the rambling old 
buildings of the Royal Hospital Infirmary in Military 

Road, Johns Road, Kilmainham, designed by Thomas Burgh 
circa 1730. Its external appearance may have been grey and 
grim, but it served the various departments of the Bureau for 
45 years, until it moved to a new four-story building in Garda 
H.Q in the Depot in 1979. This modern building was originally 
designed for office use and seemed to be in a frequent 
state of modification in a never-ending effort to suit the 
evolving requirements of the various technical and training 
departments. 

So why was the Technical Bureau established and who 
were the early pioneers in Garda Scientific Crime detection? 
The seed was sown by Commissioner Eoin O’Duffy when 
he issued “The Garda Síochána Establishment Scheme 
1930 Booklet” in which he outlined the necessity for the 
establishment of a Technical Unit and the requirement of 
members with special qualifications. In 1932, O’Duffy followed 
up with a H.Q. Circular requesting constructive ideas in any 
area of police work.

Detective Sergeant George Lawlor who was stationed in 
Galway had been awarded a Diploma in Scientific Crime 
Detection by the Institute of Applied Science in Chicago. He 
responded to the Circular by submitting a 3000-word essay 
which was to become the blueprint for the establishment of 
the Technical Bureau. His submission received high praise 
from Assistant Commissioner Eamonn Cullen; - “It makes one 
glad to find men thinking along these lines. This is a practical 
and useful production. Many points therein should have 
been attended to by Headquarters some years ago. There is 

scarcely a point with which one may disagree and that says a 
good deal”.

If Sir Robert Peel was the acknowledged Father of Modern 
Policing in 1829, then the Father of the Technical Bureau was 
Deputy Commissioner Liam O’Murchadha. On 9th July, 1934 
he issued a Circular, headed; “Establishment of Scientific 
Bureau at Headquarters” requesting details of any member 
possessing special interest, ability or training in the following 
subjects;- Chemistry, Physics, Pathology, Wireless Telegraphy, 
Handwriting, Ballistics, Photography, Use of Microscope, 
Engineering (Civil, Mechanical or Electrical), Making of 
Models, Languages or any subject which might prove useful 
in the detection of crime or presentation of cases in court. O’ 
Murchadha was what we would call today a real “Mover and 
Shaker”, for just three months later the Technical Bureau was 
established, up and running with five sections, Investigation, 
Fingerprints, Photography, Mapping and Ballistics. It has the 
distinction of being the longest established specialist section in 
the Force and still going strong.

FINGAL

IN MY FATHER’S TIME, AS EAMONN KELLY THE SEANCHAÍ WAS WONT TO SAY, THERE WAS ONLY 
ONE BUREAU IN AN GARDA SÍOCHÁNA, THE GARDA TECHNICAL BUREAU, SINCE 1934. TODAY 
THERE IS A PLETHORA OF BUREAUS, OVER A DOZEN OF THEM, EACH ANSWERING THE CALL OF A 
PROGRESSIVE POLICE FORCE AND SERVICING THE NEEDS OF A COMPLEX SOCIETY. DURING THE 
LAST 28 YEARS OF MY SERVICE, IF ANY MEMBER ASKED ME WHERE I WAS STATIONED, ALL I HAD TO 
SAY WAS “THE BUREAU”, AND THEY WOULD KNOW I WAS IN THE TECHNICAL BUREAU.

THE ORIGINAL OF THE SPECIES
THE GARDA TECHNICAL BUREAU

 Edwin 
 Handcock

FINGAL

time never 
stands still

marks, tyre marks and tool marks, and 
regularly contributed articles on these 
subjects to Police and Forensic journals. 
In December 1934, two months after 
the establishment of the Bureau, The 
Garda Review published an eight-page 
Technical Supplement on track and tyre 
marks written by him. This excellent 
article has many points which are still 
relevant today.

The founding members of the Bureau 
were inventive and progressive in 
those early days, and in embracing the 
scientific approach to crime detection, 
they were breaking new ground. They 
laid a solid foundation which has 
continued unabated, but time never 
stands still; the old Technical Bureau 
building is all boarded up now. 

The ‘Oldtimers’ remember their days 
there, filled with the clackety-clack of 
typewriters, the smell of photographic 
developers, index cards, noisy printing 
machinery, the sound of gunfire from 
the Ballistics Section, (frequently to 
the annoyance of the Matron from 
Dr. Stevens Hospital) and colleagues 
smoking as they worked in an all-male 
environment, where a dress code of 
collar, tie and jacket was expected and 
respected. I sincerely hope that history 
will treat the Oldest Bureau with the 
honour and respect that it deserves.

So, why did I join the Technical 
Bureau? My interest in scientific crime 
detection began in an unusual way 
during my Grammar School days. One 
day our English teacher suggested that 
my standard of English essay writing 
could be considerably improved by 
a change of out of school reading 
material. He suggested that I begin 
to read some good books written 
by English authors and devote less 
time to Louis L’Amour Westerns. I 
sincerely hope the Editor of IPA Journal 
shares a more benevolent view of my 
dissertations. (I certainly do, Edwin, as 
do our readers - Editor). One of the boys 
gave me a loan of “The Adventures of 
Sherlock Holmes”, and from then on, I 
was hooked on crime scene detection. 
I bought the entire Sherlock Holmes 
series with my pocket money (I still read 
them; my future career was decided. 
In 1973 I was awarded a Diploma in 
Scientific Crime Detection by the 
Institute of Applied Science (like George 
Lawlor) and joined the Ballistics Section 
the following year. 

Detective Sergeant George Lawlor 
joined the Investigation Section and 
was promoted Superintendent in 
Charge in 1949. He was a fascinating 
character. He was too short in stature 
by an inch but passed the Garda 
Medical by standing on tippy toes. In 
1918 he was active in the Volunteers. 
On one memorable occasion he 
held up the Dublin Cork Mail Train by 
laying fog signals on the tracks, he 
seized the mail and examined it for 
military intelligence. He was interned 
in Ballykinlar Internment Camp for 13 
months, released in 1921 and joined 
An Garda Síochána in 1923. He gained 
an international reputation in the world 
of Scientific Crime Detection. The 
author, Tom Reddy wrote an excellent 
book in 1991 “The Murder File- An Irish 
Detective’s Casebook” featuring 13 of 
Lawlor’s most famous cases.

Dan Stapleton was another very 
interesting personality to join the 
Bureau. In 1912 he qualified as a 

Chemist and opened a Medical Hall 
in 23 High Street, Kilkenny. He put 
his Chemistry skills to good use 
while serving as a Lieutenant in the 
1st Battalion Kilkenny Brigade Irish 
Volunteers. He made explosives, 
serviced weapons, manufactured and 
refurbished ammunition. A renowned 
sportsman, he won three All-Ireland 
medals with Kilkenny Hurling team 
in 1904, 1905 and as Captain in 1907. 
He joined the Free State Army and 
was promoted Commandant. In 1934 
while still serving in the army, he was 
appointed as Technical Advisor to the 
Ballistics Section. Two years later he 
left the Army and was seconded to 
the Ballistics Section with the rank of 
Superintendent, however there was a 
little problem, at 50 years of age he was 
over the age limit for joining, which was 
overcome by the enactment of special 
legislation. He gained an international 
reputation in the field of Firearms 
Identification.

One of Stapleton’s famous cases 
has continued to hit the headlines on 
numerous occasions and has been the 
subject of numerous books. On the 21st 
November, 1940, Moll McCarthy, aged 
38 was murdered at Marhill, New Inn, 
Co. Tipperary. Dan Stapleton examined 
the scene and gave expert evidence 
at the trial. Harry Gleeson, aged 38 of 
Holycross was charged, subsequently 
convicted of the murder following a 
ten-day trial, and executed on 23rd April, 
1941 in Mountjoy Prison. Harry Gleeson’s 
family and a support group successfully 
campaigned for many years to clear 
his name. On the 19th December, 2015 
Harry Gleeson was granted the first 
Posthumous Pardon in the history of 
the State signed by President Michael 
D. Higgins.

Chief Superintendent Patrick Sheridan 
B.E was appointed the first Officer in 
Charge of the Technical Bureau. He 
had studied Criminology under Dr. 
Henry Soderman, the world-famous 
Swedish Criminologist. Sheridan was 
an acknowledged expert on shoe 
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marks, tyre marks and tool marks, and 
regularly contributed articles on these 
subjects to Police and Forensic journals. 
In December 1934, two months after 
the establishment of the Bureau, The 
Garda Review published an eight-page 
Technical Supplement on track and tyre 
marks written by him. This excellent 
article has many points which are still 
relevant today.

The founding members of the Bureau 
were inventive and progressive in 
those early days, and in embracing the 
scientific approach to crime detection, 
they were breaking new ground. They 
laid a solid foundation which has 
continued unabated, but time never 
stands still; the old Technical Bureau 
building is all boarded up now. 

The ‘Oldtimers’ remember their days 
there, filled with the clackety-clack of 
typewriters, the smell of photographic 
developers, index cards, noisy printing 
machinery, the sound of gunfire from 
the Ballistics Section, (frequently to 
the annoyance of the Matron from 
Dr. Stevens Hospital) and colleagues 
smoking as they worked in an all-male 
environment, where a dress code of 
collar, tie and jacket was expected and 
respected. I sincerely hope that history 
will treat the Oldest Bureau with the 
honour and respect that it deserves.

So, why did I join the Technical 
Bureau? My interest in scientific crime 
detection began in an unusual way 
during my Grammar School days. One 
day our English teacher suggested that 
my standard of English essay writing 
could be considerably improved by 
a change of out of school reading 
material. He suggested that I begin 
to read some good books written 
by English authors and devote less 
time to Louis L’Amour Westerns. I 
sincerely hope the Editor of IPA Journal 
shares a more benevolent view of my 
dissertations. (I certainly do, Edwin, as 
do our readers - Editor). One of the boys 
gave me a loan of “The Adventures of 
Sherlock Holmes”, and from then on, I 
was hooked on crime scene detection. 
I bought the entire Sherlock Holmes 
series with my pocket money (I still read 
them; my future career was decided. 
In 1973 I was awarded a Diploma in 
Scientific Crime Detection by the 
Institute of Applied Science (like George 
Lawlor) and joined the Ballistics Section 
the following year. 

Detective Sergeant George Lawlor 
joined the Investigation Section and 
was promoted Superintendent in 
Charge in 1949. He was a fascinating 
character. He was too short in stature 
by an inch but passed the Garda 
Medical by standing on tippy toes. In 
1918 he was active in the Volunteers. 
On one memorable occasion he 
held up the Dublin Cork Mail Train by 
laying fog signals on the tracks, he 
seized the mail and examined it for 
military intelligence. He was interned 
in Ballykinlar Internment Camp for 13 
months, released in 1921 and joined 
An Garda Síochána in 1923. He gained 
an international reputation in the world 
of Scientific Crime Detection. The 
author, Tom Reddy wrote an excellent 
book in 1991 “The Murder File- An Irish 
Detective’s Casebook” featuring 13 of 
Lawlor’s most famous cases.

Dan Stapleton was another very 
interesting personality to join the 
Bureau. In 1912 he qualified as a 

Chemist and opened a Medical Hall 
in 23 High Street, Kilkenny. He put 
his Chemistry skills to good use 
while serving as a Lieutenant in the 
1st Battalion Kilkenny Brigade Irish 
Volunteers. He made explosives, 
serviced weapons, manufactured and 
refurbished ammunition. A renowned 
sportsman, he won three All-Ireland 
medals with Kilkenny Hurling team 
in 1904, 1905 and as Captain in 1907. 
He joined the Free State Army and 
was promoted Commandant. In 1934 
while still serving in the army, he was 
appointed as Technical Advisor to the 
Ballistics Section. Two years later he 
left the Army and was seconded to 
the Ballistics Section with the rank of 
Superintendent, however there was a 
little problem, at 50 years of age he was 
over the age limit for joining, which was 
overcome by the enactment of special 
legislation. He gained an international 
reputation in the field of Firearms 
Identification.

One of Stapleton’s famous cases 
has continued to hit the headlines on 
numerous occasions and has been the 
subject of numerous books. On the 21st 
November, 1940, Moll McCarthy, aged 
38 was murdered at Marhill, New Inn, 
Co. Tipperary. Dan Stapleton examined 
the scene and gave expert evidence 
at the trial. Harry Gleeson, aged 38 of 
Holycross was charged, subsequently 
convicted of the murder following a 
ten-day trial, and executed on 23rd April, 
1941 in Mountjoy Prison. Harry Gleeson’s 
family and a support group successfully 
campaigned for many years to clear 
his name. On the 19th December, 2015 
Harry Gleeson was granted the first 
Posthumous Pardon in the history of 
the State signed by President Michael 
D. Higgins.

Chief Superintendent Patrick Sheridan 
B.E was appointed the first Officer in 
Charge of the Technical Bureau. He 
had studied Criminology under Dr. 
Henry Soderman, the world-famous 
Swedish Criminologist. Sheridan was 
an acknowledged expert on shoe 
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Some five years into my service, while attending a wedding 
in Dublin in 1972, the shocking news of the murder of a 
Garda quickly spread among the attendance. Soon, more 

details of the shooting dead of Garda Richard Fallon during a bank 
raid in Arran Quay in Dublin was all that was being talked about. 
It was the first violent death of a member of An Garda Síochána in 
almost thirty years and the start of an escalating number of such 
raids. Unfortunately, in the wake of ever increasing violence on 
the island of Ireland, the killing of members of An Garda Síochána 
in the course of their duties protecting the people and the State 
would also increase

Little did we think that Wexford would be visited by such 
tragedy, but that is exactly what happened on October 13th, 
1980, with the murder of Wexford based Detective Garda Seamus 
Quaid at Ballyconnick, Cleariestown, shot dead just a few miles 
outside of Wexford Town. Seamus, who was 42 years old and a 
married father of four, was on duty investigating the movement 
of subversives following a bank raid in Callan, Co. Kilkenny earlier 
that day. Together with his Garda colleague Donal Lyttleton, 
they stopped a van being driven by a known IRA man (Seamus 
Rogers) and in a search of the vehicle, some explosives were 
found. Rogers who had escaped from the Maidstone prison 
ship in Belfast Harbour a few years earlier, drew a revolver and 
ordered the Gardaí into a nearby quarry entrance. Seamus Quaid 
attempted to draw his revolver and was shot by Rogers while 
Donal Littleton (who was unarmed at the time) escaped in the 
darkness and managed to raise the alarm. Seamus Quaid received 
a gunshot wound from which he quickly bled to death. Rogers 
was hit on the foot by a shot from Seamus Quaid as he fell and a 
second shot burst a tyre on the van. Rogers got back into his van 
drove away into Wexford Town and stayed in a house there before 
handing himself up by arrangement with a solicitor the following 
day. It was a one of our blackest days in Wexford Garda Division. 
The town of Wexford and district came to a standstill for the 
funeral and it was an event that is embedded in the minds of all 
who served in Wexford Garda Division at that time and also in the 
minds of all law abiding people of Wexford. Seamus had played 
hurling with his native Limerick and he had won an All-Ireland 
senior hurling medal with Wexford in 1960. He also won senior 
county medals with the local Faythe Harriers Hurling club and its 
sister Sarsfield football club. A private ceremony to mark the 40th 
anniversary of his death was carried out, with the planting of a 
tree at Wexford Garda Divisional Headquarters by Seamus Quaid’s 
son and daughters. Because of the present pandemic a larger 
ceremony was postponed to a later date. 

R E F L E CT I O N S F RO M T H E S LA N E Y VA L LY

Reflections from 
the Slaney Valley
A short synopsis on (a few) events,
highlighting wexford’s contribution to policing
by IPA Member, Tony Fagan of Wexford.

P R I O R TO M Y A R R I VA L I N E N N I S CO RT H Y O N T H E B A N K S O F T H E LOV E LY R I V E R S LA N E Y O N 28T H 
D E C E M B E R, 1967, I  WA S V E RY AWA R E O F T H E H U G E H I S TO RY T H AT WA S PA RT A N D PA RC E L O F 
P E O P L E’S L I V E S I N CO. W E X F O R D. F RO M T H E E A R L I E S T O F T I M E S, T H I S CO U N TY H A S P LAY E D 
A P I VOTA L RO L E I N I R E LA N D’S D E V E LO P M E N T, A N D T H AT RO L E CO N T I N U E D T H RO U G H T H E 
C E N T U R I E S. T H E M E N T I O N O F 1798 S T I L L E VO K E S G R E AT PA S S I O N I N T H E P E O P L E H E R E.  
L I K E W I S E, T H E V I S I T O F T H E U N I T E D S TAT E S P R E S I D E N T, T H E LAT E J O H N F. K E N N E DY TO H I S 
G R E AT G RA N D PA R E N T S H O M E LA N D H E R E I N W E X F O R D.  F O R T H AT M A J O R E V E N T, W E X F O R D 
G A R DA Í , S U P P L E M E N T E D B Y A LA RG E N U M B E R O F CO L L E AG U E S F RO M VA R I O U S PA RT S O F 
T H E CO U N T RY E N S U R E D T H AT T H E U S P R E S I D E N T’S V I S I T TO W E X F O R D, N E W RO S S A N D 
D U N G A N S TOW N WA S A N O U T S TA N D I N G S U CC E S S.  H E WA S CO N S I D E R E D V E RY M U C H O N E O F 
‘O U R OW N’. N OT J U S T B Y T H E P E O P L E O F W E X F O R D, B U T B Y A H U G E P RO PO RT I O N O F T H E 
P E O P L E O F I R E LA N D, AT T H E T I M E. H I S P RO M I S E TO R E T U R N TO I R E LA N D A N D TO W E X F O R D I N 
PA RT I C U LA R WA S S I N C E R E B U T A LA S WA S N OT TO B E. J O H N F. K E N N E DY WA S A S S A S S I N AT E D I N 
DA L LA S, T E XA S, J U S T S I X M O N T H S LAT E R.

JFK 1963 - Courtesy of Gerry 
O’Neill Wexford Branch
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Another day which will always stand 
out in our memory is 1st May, 1990. It 
was a MayDay of a different kind, when 
an armed IRA gang raided the Slaney 
Street Branch of the A.I.B. in Enniscorthy. 
Construction work was in progress at 
the bank, with scaffolding in place, and 
the raiders made their entry through an 
open upstairs window, via ladders which 
were in place. Due to the fact that some 
staff members were in phone contact 
with AIB H.Q. in Dublin and with the 
other AIB branch in the town at the time, 
Enniscorthy Gardaí were quickly alerted to 
the situation. The Sergeant on duty at the 
time and the station orderly, together with 
a member who was in town on enquiries 
from Blackwater station, together with 
an off duty member in a track suit, were 
all issued with weapons and travelled in 
two vehicles towards the bank. No radio 
contact was necessary as the only other 
member on town duty was unaware of the 
developing events until the approaching 
Gardaí had to activate the siren to get 
through heavy traffic. They arrived as 
the raiders were all back in their HiAce 
van ready to make their get-away. The 
raiders immediately opened fire on the 
approaching Gardaí. Fire was returned by 
the Garda members who had arrived at 
the top of Slaney place, a narrow street 
close to the bank, which resulted in the 
van coming to a halt. It transpired that 
the driver had been hit. A call to the 
subversives to throw down their weapons 
was quickly answered by guns being 
thrown out onto the street. The Gardaí 
moved in cautiously ordering the raiders 

out of the van and they were placed 
lying on the footpath, as the discarded 
weaponry was removed. At this stage it 
was discovered that there were seven 
raiders, one of whom was female. Three 
off-duty Gardaí, two from other stations, 
who happened to be in the locality, 
quickly arrived at the scene and evened 
up the numbers with the raiders. The 
injured driver was removed by ambulance 
to Wexford General Hospital and the 
remainder were ferried to Enniscorthy 
Garda station, and later to other stations. 
It was one of those days when everything 
went well for the Gardaí, as despite gunfire 
on the streets, no innocent bystanders or 
Garda members were killed or injured. 

Government Ministers, Garda 
management, media and townspeople 
all spoke out in praise of the excellent 
action by the local Gardaí. When the 
members involved were later overlooked 
by the Garda Scott medal group for the 
bravery shown that day, it did cause a 
great deal of hurt and left members in 
the Division deflated. The elation felt by 
members throughout the Division through 
the excellent work of the out-numbered 
Gardaí on the occasion when the armed 
IRA gang was captured, without loss of life 
of innocent bystander or Garda member 
inevitably evaporated, when it was seen as 
not meriting recognition of Awards. Often, 
such appreciation comes, not from within 
the force, but from without! And so it 
was with the townspeople of Enniscorthy, 
who were not to be found wanting, and 
organised their own mark of appreciation 

to the Gardaí for the good work done. 
Presentations were made on behalf of 
the people of the town to the members 
concerned at a crowded event in a local 
hotel, where the attendance overflowed 
beyond capacity. 

As we all know, this beautiful place in the 
sunny south east is no stranger to tragedy 
and on the December 8th 2001, tragedy 
would strike once again. On that date, 
Wexford Gardaí were called to Drinagh, 
outside Wexford town, where they found 
a container truck. This container, when 
opened revealed a terrible sight, which 
was preceded by the stench of death. 
Thirteen foreigners were secreted in the 
container, eight of whom had died from 
suffocation, having spent five nights in 
the container enroute from Milan in Italy 
by Ferry to Rosslare Europort. Four of the 
deceased were children. It was an horrific 
scene, leaving Garda members physically 
ill. The five survivors in the container 
were quickly removed to hospital and 
the deceased removed to the morgue. 
This was a particularly traumatic event to 
investigate and will be forever etched in 
the memory of those members called to 
that scene. 

Being one of the major entry routes into 
Ireland, Rosslare Europort and the vicinity 
has featured in a number of incidents 
where people were found in trucks or car 
boots, etc., having stowed away on the 
ferries from the continent. This is another 
important area of policing that falls to the 
Gardaí in Wexford. 

As the Gardaí and retired members 
here in Wexford look back over the many 
years of policing in the towns and rural 
areas of this county, we remember those 
who are no longer with us, especially 
those who died in the service of the 
people, and we are proud of the brave 
deeds, the good work and the helping 
hand that the Gardaí here have given to 
the people of this county. We wish An 
Garda Síochána a happy birthday and 
every success for the future.

R E F L E CT I O N S F RO M T H E S LA N E Y VA L LY

JFK at Dunganstown 1963 - Courtesy of Gerry O’Neill Wexford Branch
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The Garda Recreation Club
The establishment of the Garda 
Recreation Club in Harrington Street 
provided a welcome social centre for the 
youth who resided in its vicinity. At that 
time there were no worries about ‘Pay 
and Display’ parking, or drink driving 
regulations, for the simple reason that 
very few patrons owned any kind of 
motor vehicle; and anyhow, intoxicating 
liquor was not served at these gatherings.

 Only soft drinks, tea or coffee could be 
obtained in the ‘Mineral Bars’ of these 
dance halls. But everyone seemed to be 
happy and joyful; ‘Public Order Offences’ 
as defined in much later legislation, were 
rare occurrences, as throngs of these 
youngsters filled the footways of Lower 
Rathmines Road as they made their way 
homeward to their bed-sitters. 

Taxis were out of the question for these 
pedestrian travellers, because of a simple 
funding issue. If a girl happened to “get 
off” with a fellow who owned some kind of 
a motor car, she would tell all her friends, 
who would avail of a lift home in a very 
crowded vehicle.

Garda 50th Anniversary: 1922-1972
In 1972, the 50th and Golden Jubilee 
Anniversary of the foundation of An 
Garda Síochána was approaching; it was 
planned that there would be a religious 
celebration to mark “50 years a growing” 
from 1922 to 1972. The late Reverend 
Father Clarence Daly CP, of the Passionist 
Order in Mount Argus was commissioned 
to organise some singers to perform at 
these celebrations. Father Clarence (RIP) 
was Chaplain to the Gardaí in the Dublin 
Metropolitan Area at the time. This big, 
jolly Priest was a regular visitor to the 
Alien’s Registration Office in Dublin 
Castle and he went there in search of 
advice.

Maureen Reilly - Can the Gardai 
not sing?
Detective Garda Jack Reilly, (RIP), from 
Co Longford, was deployed in that Office 
and Father Clarence was aware that 
Jack’s wife, Maureen, a Schoolteacher in 
Dublin at the time, was also the musical 
director of a children’s choir. Jack was 
requested to approach Maureen with a 
view to her provision of the choral music 
at the forthcoming religious anniversary 

SONGMASTERS OF THEIR DAY
THE GARDA MALE VOICE CHOIR by Tony Ruane

IN THE DAYS BEFORE THE GARDA RECREATION CLUB WAS ESTABLISHED AT HARRINGTON STREET IN 
THE 1960S, KEVIN STREET GARDA STATION WAS THE SOCIAL CENTRE FOR GARDAÍ SERVING IN THAT AREA. 
DANCES WERE HELD IN THE RECREATION HALL SITUATED TO THE REAR OF KEVIN STREET STATION 
AND THE PUBLIC, AS WELL AS GARDAÍ, WERE ALLOWED ACCESS TO THESE DANCES ON PAYMENT OF A 
SMALL ADMISSION FEE. NURSES FROM THE LOCAL MEATH AND OTHER HOSPITALS USED IT AS THEIR 
BALLROOM TOO AND MANY FLAMES OF ROMANCE WERE IGNITED THERE. LIFE LONG PARTNERSHIPS WERE 
ESTABLISHED AND MANY STILL PREVAIL TO THIS DAY. THE OLYMPIC BALLROOM TOO, IN PLEASANT 
STREET, WAS ALSO A POPULAR VENUE FOR GARDAÍ, NURSES, TEACHERS AND CIVIL SERVANTS RESIDENT IN 
THE NEARBY FLATLANDS OF RATHMINES AND RANELAGH. THE GARDA BOAT CLUB HELD REGULAR DANCES 
IN THAT BALLROOM ON SUNDAY NIGHTS.
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The Garda Recreation Club
The establishment of the Garda 
Recreation Club in Harrington Street 
provided a welcome social centre for the 
youth who resided in its vicinity. At that 
time there were no worries about ‘Pay 
and Display’ parking, or drink driving 
regulations, for the simple reason that 
very few patrons owned any kind of 
motor vehicle; and anyhow, intoxicating 
liquor was not served at these gatherings.

 Only soft drinks, tea or coffee could be 
obtained in the ‘Mineral Bars’ of these 
dance halls. But everyone seemed to be 
happy and joyful; ‘Public Order Offences’ 
as defined in much later legislation, were 
rare occurrences, as throngs of these 
youngsters filled the footways of Lower 
Rathmines Road as they made their way 
homeward to their bed-sitters. 

Taxis were out of the question for these 
pedestrian travellers, because of a simple 
funding issue. If a girl happened to “get 
off” with a fellow who owned some kind of 
a motor car, she would tell all her friends, 
who would avail of a lift home in a very 
crowded vehicle.

Garda 50th Anniversary: 1922-1972
In 1972, the 50th and Golden Jubilee 
Anniversary of the foundation of An 
Garda Síochána was approaching; it was 
planned that there would be a religious 
celebration to mark “50 years a growing” 
from 1922 to 1972. The late Reverend 
Father Clarence Daly CP, of the Passionist 
Order in Mount Argus was commissioned 
to organise some singers to perform at 
these celebrations. Father Clarence (RIP) 
was Chaplain to the Gardaí in the Dublin 
Metropolitan Area at the time. This big, 
jolly Priest was a regular visitor to the 
Alien’s Registration Office in Dublin 
Castle and he went there in search of 
advice.

Maureen Reilly - Can the Gardai 
not sing?
Detective Garda Jack Reilly, (RIP), from 
Co Longford, was deployed in that Office 
and Father Clarence was aware that 
Jack’s wife, Maureen, a Schoolteacher in 
Dublin at the time, was also the musical 
director of a children’s choir. Jack was 
requested to approach Maureen with a 
view to her provision of the choral music 
at the forthcoming religious anniversary 

SONGMASTERS OF THEIR DAY
THE GARDA MALE VOICE CHOIR by Tony Ruane

IN THE DAYS BEFORE THE GARDA RECREATION CLUB WAS ESTABLISHED AT HARRINGTON STREET IN 
THE 1960S, KEVIN STREET GARDA STATION WAS THE SOCIAL CENTRE FOR GARDAÍ SERVING IN THAT AREA. 
DANCES WERE HELD IN THE RECREATION HALL SITUATED TO THE REAR OF KEVIN STREET STATION 
AND THE PUBLIC, AS WELL AS GARDAÍ, WERE ALLOWED ACCESS TO THESE DANCES ON PAYMENT OF A 
SMALL ADMISSION FEE. NURSES FROM THE LOCAL MEATH AND OTHER HOSPITALS USED IT AS THEIR 
BALLROOM TOO AND MANY FLAMES OF ROMANCE WERE IGNITED THERE. LIFE LONG PARTNERSHIPS WERE 
ESTABLISHED AND MANY STILL PREVAIL TO THIS DAY. THE OLYMPIC BALLROOM TOO, IN PLEASANT 
STREET, WAS ALSO A POPULAR VENUE FOR GARDAÍ, NURSES, TEACHERS AND CIVIL SERVANTS RESIDENT IN 
THE NEARBY FLATLANDS OF RATHMINES AND RANELAGH. THE GARDA BOAT CLUB HELD REGULAR DANCES 
IN THAT BALLROOM ON SUNDAY NIGHTS.
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celebrations. Maureen (Dillon) Reilly, 
from Kiltimagh in Co Mayo was most 
helpful and a meeting was arranged to 
establish whatever was required. When 
Maureen heard the request for the 
services of her Choir, her response was, 
‘Can the Gardaí not sing themselves? 
From that spark of genius, a fire ignited 
and the Garda Síochána Male Voice 
Choir arose from its flames. Jack Reilly 
went to the Phones Office situated in the 
small yard at Dublin Castle and had an 
‘All Stations Bulletin’ or ‘Route’ circulated 
to all Stations, requesting all prospective 
singers to ‘parade in Dublin Castle on 
a specific evening for the purpose of 
audition.

Then, one cold winter’s evening, in 
February, about a dozen stout hearted 
men gathered around a battered old 
piano in a recreation room at Dublin 
Castle. A few bars of various hymns and 
songs were sung and as the word spread, 
the numbers increased. A suitable venue 
for rehearsal had then to be found 
and an approach was made to the 
Garda Social and Recreation Club in 
Harrington Street for the use of their 
facilities. This accommodation was 
granted without question and free of 
charge. Rehearsals were then arranged 
for Monday and Wednesday nights. 

A piano was also provided; until the 
Choir were in a position to provide 
their own through fundraising and 
contributions by its members to a 
monthly lotto raffle. Soon the ranks 
of the Choir had swollen to circa 70 
members. The performance of the 
Garda Male Voice Choir, Conducted by 
Maureen Reilly, both at Mount Argus 
and at St Patrick’s Cathedral, Dublin, 
is remembered as the highlight of the 
anniversary celebrations in 1972 and was 
regarded by all as a resounding success.

Commissioner Edmund P. 
Garvey
During its early days the Garda Male 
Voice Choir enjoyed the ardent support 
of the then Garda Commissioner, 
Edmund P. Garvey, RIP, who, through 
the Garda Recreation Club, is credited 
with the provision of the very first 
set of blazers and slacks worn by the 
Choir. The Garda Male Voice Choir 
was always self supporting and funds 
were raised through internal lotto 
raffles. Travel and other costs were 
paid by the members themselves. In 
Autumn 1972, the Choral group re-
assembled in The Garda Club, after a 
short summer break and their first task 
was to begin rehearsal for a specially 
commissioned 50 minute programme 
to be broadcast on Telefís Éireann, 
at prime viewing time on Christmas 
Night. This programme which was 
recorded in Clonliffe College proved 

to be a successful venture. On that 
same Christmas Night, the Garda Male 
Voice Choir, directed by Maureen Reilly 
also sang Amhrán Na BhFiann at the 
‘Close Down’ of the Station, another 
very prestigious event in those days. 
A number of appearances on the Late 
Late Show with Gay Byrne followed and 
ensured that the Garda Male Voice Choir 
was in much demand.

Philip Greene and the televised 
Mass
Another important event for the Choir 
was the broadcast of a Mass, organised 
specially for the Garda Male Choir by 
the late, great, Philip Greene. This Mass 
was transmitted on live Television 
across Europe from Belfield Church in 
Dublin on August 15th 1975. The event 
was recorded and released on an LP 
record entitled “The Man From Galilee” 
with the late Tenor, Frank Patterson 
RIP, as soloist.

IPA to the fore for the 1976 
American trip
By the time the GSMVC arranged 
for their first US Tour in 1976, they 
had performed in many prominent 
Irish venues, as well as country 
halls throughout Ireland. They had 
been invited to America by the US 
Government to mark the American 
bicentennial celebrations that year. 
This was an official Cultural gesture 
between the Irish Government and the 

US Government to mark that historic 
occasion. A special committee meeting of 
choir members was called and a decision 
was taken to have choir members apply 
‘en masse’ for membership of the IPA, 
which was a growing organisation at 
the time. This proved to be a good move 
and arrangements were put in train to 
liaise with the IPA in the US, to arrange 
hosting of the Choir members and their 
partners with IPA members in the US 
during the visit. 

The whole travelling party were indeed 
hosted and many were accommodated in 
the welcoming homes of IPA members in 
the US. On that tour the Choir performed 
to packed houses at The Heinz Hall in 
Pitzburg, The Boston Symphony Hall and 
the J.F. Kennedy Centre for Performing 
Arts in Washington. Travel in the US 
was overland by coach and this proved 
to be an exciting but stressful adventure. 
The coast to coast tour of the US, in 
1980 from September 25th to October 
16th, also proved to be a resounding 
success. On this occasion the well known 
bass-baritone, Peter McBrien, (RIP) 
accompanied the Choir as a soloist. On 
this trip, accommodation was availed of 
mainly in hotels. 

The Choir also toured extensively in 
England, Wales and Scotland, with two 
performances in 1987 and again in 1990, 
at the prestigious Royal Albert Hall in 
London, where they blended with a choir 
of one thousand Police Voices from all 
over Britain and Ireland, as a fund raiser 
for The Great Ormond Street Hospital for 
sick children. 

The Choir’s repertoire, created and 
arranged by Maureen Reilly at that time, 
boasted a list of pieces from right across 
the musical spectrum; from the quiet 
haunting airs of Thomas Moore, to the 
majesty of the great operatic choruses 
from the pens of Mozart and Wagner; to 
the traditional songs of people all over 
the World. In 2006, the Garda Male Voice 
Choir, with Conductor Vincent Lynch 
and Accompanist Frances Kelleher, 
from Cork, performed in the prestigious 
Sydney Opera House, Australia, with 
Soloist Cara O’Sullivan, also from Cork, 
(Rip 2021) as their leading Soloist.

Winners alright
The Garda MVC has enjoyed success in 
several competitions down through the 
years and has taken Gold on at least 
three occasions. In November 2003, under 
the baton of Peter McBrien, first prize 
was taken at a Sligo festival, involving 
male choirs from Croatia, the Czech 
Republic, Germany, Russia, Norway and 
the USA. The performance was described 
by adjudicators as; 
“An arresting performance and always 
on the right beat”.
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Few choirs in 
the world can 
match you for all 
round balance, 
resonance of 
sound and 
lusty attack

 The previous year, the Choir took 
Gold in the Male Voice contest at 
Enniscorthy, Co Wexford, as well as 
silver in the “sacred music” category. 
At Chester, under the baton of Maureen 
Reilly, the Choir had taken gold also 
and were revered by John Bertollet, 
the celebrated Choir Master in his 
adjudication thus;

“Few choirs in the World can match 
you for all round balance, resonance 
of sound and lusty attack”. With those 
words he conceded to the Garda MVC, 
the prestigious Chester Music Festival’s 
top award and a rating of 84 on a 
world-wide scale of 100. This was indeed 
considered as quite a boost, considering 
that the Mormon Tabernacle Choir and 
the Russian Red Army Choir would be 
occupants of the same scale.

 Remembering the fallen
Through all the days of the Choir’s 
existence, there have been many 
memorable occasions and many 
friendships forged, but unfortunately, 
through the natural passage of time 
and all that comes with it, many of the 
founding members of the choir have 
now gone to their eternal reward. 

Sadly, two serving Garda members of the 
choir lost their lives in the line of duty; 
Sergeant Paddy Morrissey, shot dead as 
he attempted to apprehend bank robbers 
in the Drogheda area and Joe Wilkinson, 
tragically killed in a traffic accident while 
on official duty.

Unfortunately, there were many 
more members of An Garda Síochána 
murdered in the line of duty and the 

Garda Male Voice Choir were usually 
commissioned to sing at their Funeral 
services. One of the saddest of these 
occasions was the funeral of Recruit 
Garda Gary Sheehan, who was gunned 
down in a Ballinamore forest, Co Leitrim, 
in the course of rescuing kidnapped 
businessman Mr. Don Tidey. Gary from 
Carrickmacross, Co Monaghan, was just 
23 years old and hadn’t completed his 
Garda training at Templemore Garda 
College.  A member of the Defence Forces, 
35 year old Private Patrick Kelly from 
Moate Co. Westmeath, was also gunned 
down on that tragic occasion.

1st Anniversary, 9/11
On September 11th 2002, the Garda Male 
Choir, conducted by Peter McBrien 
performed as guests of the NYPD, at 
a religious service on the edge of the 
‘Ground Zero’ crater, where the Twin 
Towers had stood a year earlier. This was 
an extremely emotive experience, as the 
Chimes of Remembrance rang out and 
the names of the many casualties were 
read slowly from a long list. Names, like 
Kelly, O’Neill, Burke, Doherty, Donovan 
and a great many more Irish names 
echoed through the public address 
system, as tears flowed freely. The Garda 
Male Voice Choir joined with other 
Choirs, including the Dublin-Welsh Male 
Voice Choir to give one of their very best 
performances of sacred song.

North and South together
One of the Choir’s most memorable 
occasions was on October 7th 1983 when 
they travelled north to join the RUC 
Choir and Band, in the celebration of 
their Diamond Jubilee; performing 
to packed houses at The Ulster Hall 

in Belfast on two successive evenings. 
When the Garda Choir took to the stage, 
the audience arose in a thunderous, 
standing ovation that continued for over 
5 minutes. Next day, October 8th 1983, a 
reporter in the Belfast Telegraph wrote:

“It really was a notable occasion in the 
Ulster Hall last night, when the law of 
the land, got together for a sing-song. 
Well, it wasn’t really intended to be a 
sing-song in the strict sense, but in true 
Irish fashion, it ended up much like 
one, with everyone standing and loudly 
applauding the others party pieces. 
This was a marvellous musical occasion 
and get together, which someone 
should have thought of years ago”

It is a well-known fact that this trip to 
The Ulster Hall was the brainchild of 
Maureen (Dillon) Reilly, RIP, the Musical 
Director of the Garda Male Voice Choir 
and a close relative of the famous 
Politician, James Dillon. An absolute 
pacifist, Maureen always worked towards 
and hoped for a peaceful solution to the 
problems that existed between the North 
and South of this island. As history has 
proved, Maureen was a woman before 
her time and long before the Good 
Friday Agreement came to pass. At the 
present time, the Garda Male Voice Choir, 
directed by P. J. Gargan, a Garda Reserve 
in Dublin city, with accompanist Helen 
Devine, is still in existence. Another great 
success story in Garda life.

Sadly, all appearances are 
in abeyance just now due 
to the Covid19 Pandemic 
and the restriction that go 
with it. 
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Few choirs in 
the world can 
match you for all 
round balance, 
resonance of 
sound and 
lusty attack

 The previous year, the Choir took 
Gold in the Male Voice contest at 
Enniscorthy, Co Wexford, as well as 
silver in the “sacred music” category. 
At Chester, under the baton of Maureen 
Reilly, the Choir had taken gold also 
and were revered by John Bertollet, 
the celebrated Choir Master in his 
adjudication thus;

“Few choirs in the World can match 
you for all round balance, resonance 
of sound and lusty attack”. With those 
words he conceded to the Garda MVC, 
the prestigious Chester Music Festival’s 
top award and a rating of 84 on a 
world-wide scale of 100. This was indeed 
considered as quite a boost, considering 
that the Mormon Tabernacle Choir and 
the Russian Red Army Choir would be 
occupants of the same scale.

 Remembering the fallen
Through all the days of the Choir’s 
existence, there have been many 
memorable occasions and many 
friendships forged, but unfortunately, 
through the natural passage of time 
and all that comes with it, many of the 
founding members of the choir have 
now gone to their eternal reward. 

Sadly, two serving Garda members of the 
choir lost their lives in the line of duty; 
Sergeant Paddy Morrissey, shot dead as 
he attempted to apprehend bank robbers 
in the Drogheda area and Joe Wilkinson, 
tragically killed in a traffic accident while 
on official duty.

Unfortunately, there were many 
more members of An Garda Síochána 
murdered in the line of duty and the 

Garda Male Voice Choir were usually 
commissioned to sing at their Funeral 
services. One of the saddest of these 
occasions was the funeral of Recruit 
Garda Gary Sheehan, who was gunned 
down in a Ballinamore forest, Co Leitrim, 
in the course of rescuing kidnapped 
businessman Mr. Don Tidey. Gary from 
Carrickmacross, Co Monaghan, was just 
23 years old and hadn’t completed his 
Garda training at Templemore Garda 
College.  A member of the Defence Forces, 
35 year old Private Patrick Kelly from 
Moate Co. Westmeath, was also gunned 
down on that tragic occasion.

1st Anniversary, 9/11
On September 11th 2002, the Garda Male 
Choir, conducted by Peter McBrien 
performed as guests of the NYPD, at 
a religious service on the edge of the 
‘Ground Zero’ crater, where the Twin 
Towers had stood a year earlier. This was 
an extremely emotive experience, as the 
Chimes of Remembrance rang out and 
the names of the many casualties were 
read slowly from a long list. Names, like 
Kelly, O’Neill, Burke, Doherty, Donovan 
and a great many more Irish names 
echoed through the public address 
system, as tears flowed freely. The Garda 
Male Voice Choir joined with other 
Choirs, including the Dublin-Welsh Male 
Voice Choir to give one of their very best 
performances of sacred song.

North and South together
One of the Choir’s most memorable 
occasions was on October 7th 1983 when 
they travelled north to join the RUC 
Choir and Band, in the celebration of 
their Diamond Jubilee; performing 
to packed houses at The Ulster Hall 

in Belfast on two successive evenings. 
When the Garda Choir took to the stage, 
the audience arose in a thunderous, 
standing ovation that continued for over 
5 minutes. Next day, October 8th 1983, a 
reporter in the Belfast Telegraph wrote:

“It really was a notable occasion in the 
Ulster Hall last night, when the law of 
the land, got together for a sing-song. 
Well, it wasn’t really intended to be a 
sing-song in the strict sense, but in true 
Irish fashion, it ended up much like 
one, with everyone standing and loudly 
applauding the others party pieces. 
This was a marvellous musical occasion 
and get together, which someone 
should have thought of years ago”

It is a well-known fact that this trip to 
The Ulster Hall was the brainchild of 
Maureen (Dillon) Reilly, RIP, the Musical 
Director of the Garda Male Voice Choir 
and a close relative of the famous 
Politician, James Dillon. An absolute 
pacifist, Maureen always worked towards 
and hoped for a peaceful solution to the 
problems that existed between the North 
and South of this island. As history has 
proved, Maureen was a woman before 
her time and long before the Good 
Friday Agreement came to pass. At the 
present time, the Garda Male Voice Choir, 
directed by P. J. Gargan, a Garda Reserve 
in Dublin city, with accompanist Helen 
Devine, is still in existence. Another great 
success story in Garda life.

Sadly, all appearances are 
in abeyance just now due 
to the Covid19 Pandemic 
and the restriction that go 
with it. 
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The modern police force, at 
least in these islands on the 
western edges of Europe, is 
generally agreed to date from 
the reforms introduced in the 

1830s by home secretary Sir Robert Peel. 
This model, which effectively introduced 
a civil police force with uniform standards 
operating independently of central 
government or the military, introduced in 
Ireland and in England has been widely 
copied and as societies became more 
mobile, so then did the upholders of law 
and order. The beginning of the twentieth 
century witnessed a steady shift from 
horse-drawn to petrol-powered transport, 
considerably extending the distance that 
could be covered in a day.

The advent of the Ford model T after the 
first world war marked the introduction of 
the first mass production police car, in the 
country that led the way in road transport, 
the United States. The model ‘T’ was simple 
and robust and it served reliably into the 

1930s and met the need for police to be 
able to cover the sometimes vast distances 
to remoter towns; in Europe forces tended 
to buy small numbers of vehicles from 
the local car manufacturers which were 
numerous in Britain and Germany in 
particular, before the 1939-45 war.

In the 1920s, police vehicles, often still 
open cars, were generally indistinguishable 
from any other cars, but by the following 
decade, the need to press on or give 
warning of approach meant it was 
necessary to stand out: an imposing 
police saloon from 1933 has a large 
‘Gloucestershire Constabulary’, sign above 
its registration plate, but there was no 
sign yet of any special colour schemes. 
The crudeness of paint technology meant 
that the vast majority of cars from the 
early decades anyway tended to be 
black, or dark browns or greens: the old 
adage attributed to Henry Ford that for 
the Model T, ‘you could have any colour 
you liked as long as it was black,’ was not 

far from the truth. Other shades were 
possible, but cost much more and took 
far longer to produce. Demand was such 
that people, including the police, took the 
standard black.

As car electrical systems improved, 
early in the post-war years, British police 
vehicles began to appear with substantial 
horns adorning their front bumpers or 
roofs. Roads were becoming busier and 
when responding to emergencies, the 
police needed to announce their presence 
audibly as well as visually to other road 
users. Black remained the predominant 
colour and buying decisions were still the 
prerogative of individual constabularies. 
Gloucestershire for example had a 
penchant for Rileys, which was their 
norm until the end of the 1950s; other 
forces used Morris Oxfords and sister 
BMC makes. After the war, the Ford Pilot 
which Dagenham had started building in 
the 1930s and which was already popular 
with US forces became the choice of the 

POLICE CARS HAVE ALWAYS GIVEN RISE TO RESPECT, GRUDGING OR OTHERWISE, RELATED AS MUCH TO 
THEIR PRIVILEGE OF BEING ABLE TO TAKE PRIORITY OVER OTHER TRAFFIC, THROUGH THEIR BOLD PERSONA, 
EPITOMISED BY POLICE SIGNS AND LIVERIES. BUT DESPITE THE AGE-OLD POPULAR BELIEF THAT THESE CARS 
ARE SOMEHOW “SOUPED-UP”; APART FROM THEIR SPECIFIC EQUIPMENT – RADIOS, TOOLS, ETC, THEY ARE AND 
ALMOST ALWAYS HAVE BEEN STANDARD PRODUCTION CARS.    

A BRIEF HISTORY 
OF THE POLICE CAR

1962, TR4sFord Pilot Riley 2.5 1950
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MOTOR REVIEW - A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE POLICE CAR 

Metropolitan (London) Police and enjoyed a ten-year Met 
career. Although it had only a three-speed gearbox, drivers 
appreciated the immense torque of its 3.5 litre flat head V8 
and despite weighing over 1500kg, it usually had enough 
speed to apprehend the average delinquent. Blue lights 
had not yet appeared and often as not there were no police 
markings, just the loud hailer-size horns at the front.

By the 1960s and as more dual carriageways and motorway 
opened, many forces decided they needed faster cars. 
Manchester police tried a batch of the new Triumph TR4s in 
1961. Capable of 100mph, the TR was certainly more agile than 
the saloons the police usually drove, but only a two-seater, 
it had no space for equipment such as cones, spades and 
emergency lights and proved of limited use; a car which catered 
better to police requirements proved to be the Ford Zephyr Mk 
3 which appeared in 1962. One of the biggest cars of its day, the 
distinctly transatlantic-styled Zephyr 6, had room for six people, 
a vast boot and could just be persuaded to reach 100mph down 
a long hill. In the best American tradition, it was far too softly 
sprung for police taste, but achieved national fame through the 
ground breaking Police series ‘Z cars.’ But the patrol car which 
really captured the popular imagination was the Jaguar Mk 2. 
Introduced as a rather sluggish 2.4, it was joined in 1957 by a 
3.4 version, a very fast car in its day: this quickly became the 
choice of racing drivers and readily tuned to well over 200bhp, 
it won many saloon car races driven amongst others by Britain’s 
1958 F1 champion, Mike Hawthorn.

One of the many police officers to take notice of this was 
John Gott who was also an enthusiastic rally driver. His 
appointment as chief constable of Northamptonshire in 1960 
coincided with the opening of the first 100 miles of the M1 
motorway which bisected the county. Patrolling this required 
high-powered cars and when Jaguar turned its 3.4 into the 
Mk 2 with a 3.8 engine, Northamptonshire was far from alone 
on specifying this 120mph saloon for its motorway squads. A 
decade of British-made crime series and films always seemed 
to show police Jaguars, now white and with flashing blue lights, 
chasing villains, themselves in (usually stolen) Jaguars. The 
police also used the sleeker and imposing S Type Jaguar which 
had the supposed advantage of independent rear suspension, 
which in practice though made it heavier and no less-prone 
to oversteer that the live axle Mk 2. Your correspondent, 
then a teenager, vividly recalls watching through the fence at 
Hendon Police College in the early 1970s while for the benefit 
of a group of trainees the police instructor threw the college’s 
ageing S Type in increasingly wild slides around the figure-of-
eight test track. Eventually he let the Jaguar rotate through 
180 degrees and proceeded to drive it backwards at seemingly 
undiminished speed round the same course. 

Naturally this was the glamorous end of police vehicles 
and most were far more humdrum; the longest lasting and 
undoubtedly as much a reassuring part of the rural scenery 

as the local letter box was the friendly Morris Minor: its 
panda-car career lasted well into the 1970s by which time 
it was finished in a tasteful bluey-green, its white doors 
embellished with ‘Police’ in large letters and a ridiculously 
outsized illuminated sign on its roof. Some forces drove 
equally harmless-looking Hillman Minxes and Imps during the 
1960s, then, for a decade or so, until the marque disappeared 
in the 1980s, sharp-looking Hillman Hunter patrol cars were 
a frequent sight around London. Ford supplied Anglias and 
Cortinas and later Escorts; a few lucky patrol men got their 
hands on the three-litre version of the Capri, certainly one of 
the quickest police motors of the period, once the Jaguars had 
been pensioned (or written) off.

A characteristic of car-making countries is that logically 
enough, they use vehicles built at home. So French police 
officers who once swung around in Citroën’s imposing six-
cylinder Traction (as driven by Maigret) had to make do with 
little Renault Dauphines once the essentially pre-war Traction 
went out of production; German police were better off with 
a choice between Opels, Fords or even Borgwards for some 
forces while the top brass got their hands on a Mercedes 
220 saloon. By the 1960s, some regional forces were using 
four door 2 litre BMWs from a company which only a decade 
before had been building bubble cars. With no car industry, the 
Dutch were not constrained and decided in the late 1950s that 
their dual carriageways needed faster response which they met 
by buying Porsches. Indeed, the Dutch Rijspolitie would remain 
loyal Porsche customers until 1994. The Belgians too bought 
Porsches in the 1970s – the Gendarmerie’s BMW 2002s were 
too easily out-run by villains, but the 150 mph Porsche put a 
stop to that and no patrol car, said the gendarmerie had more 
authority than its fleet of 911s. In Italy, while small Fiats have 
provided the local Polizia with transport, the national police, 
the Carabinieri have had their pick of Alfa Romeos; film buffs 
will not have missed the distinctly sporty Alfa Romeo Giuliettas 
driven by the police in the 1969 Michael Caine film ‘the Italian 
Job.’ Twin carburettors, double overhead cam, five speeds – 
more than one British police or Irish Garda patrolman must 
have marvelled that however the Italian police were portrayed 
in the film, they certainly had decent motors ... 

It was a British force, the Metropolitan police, which was first 
to spurn the requirement to buy-British. In 1972 it purchased 
six of BMW’s fastest four-door saloon, the 3.0 Si. This caused 
a patriotic outcry and questions were asked of the home 
secretary in Parliament. But the Met was unrepentant. For years 
its fleet managers had complained about the unreliability of 
British- made cars, especially the top of the range models. Fleet 
engineers from most forces had written report after report to 
the home manufacturers suggesting improvements to cooling 
systems in particular – nothing frustrated a patrolman more than 
the car boiling over when his prey was within striking distance. 
Electrical systems underperformed with the same consistency 
and motorway cars were spending far too long (and costing far 
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too much) being repaired in the workshops. 
Although the Met continued to buy the 
Rover P6 and its successor, the SD1 and 
other forces continued to specify the big 
Ford, the well-liked Granada, the dam 
had been breached. It would not be long 
before the BMW 5 Series had wormed its 
way into the affections of forces up and 
down the country to become the default 
motorway car.

Elsewhere however, it remained a case 
of as you were. American state patrolmen 
roared around in big, square Fords and 
slightly rounder Chevrolets which by 
the 1980s were sporting fierce-looking 
rubber-faced bull bars at the front. The 
message was clear: move or we’ll shove 
you out of the way. The Germans as 
ever had their pick of Mercedes or BMW 
models and on his travels in distant 
parts your correspondent also observed 
that while most Moscow policemen 
cruised around in the locally-grown 
antique-looking Volgas, one or two 
patrols near the Kremlin had been given 
Mercedes saloons. In the days when the 
impoverished Soviet Union imported only 
the barest hard-currency necessities, 
these particular policemen must have 
been very high up the pecking order.

As they hardly made any large engine 
cars, the French relied less on big, 
powerful cars, equipping their highway 
patrols with BMW’s 1200RT, the default 
police motorcycle. Driving around in 
a little-changing diet of four-cylinder 
Peugeots, Citroëns and Renaults must have 
encouraged more than one officer to train 
for a motorcycle licence; the painstakingly 
restored ex-Garda Ford Orion featured 
in the Winter 2021 issue of IPA journal is 
typical of the kind of car that carried out 
basic urban policing in many European 
cities through the 1980 and ’90s. Brendan 
Tighe’s enjoyable account brings out how 
simple police vehicle specifications were 
in those days: plain steel wheels, wind-up 
windows, bespoke roof bar to carry the 
blue lights and a nee-naw siren under a 
front grill embellished with a chromed 
spotlight. The workshop could turn out 

a police-spec vehicle almost as quickly 
as took the special paintwork to dry and 
the neat roof bar took away that bane of 
the workshop technician, having to drill 
through the roof. 

However, as police equipment became 
more complex, particularly as electronics 
started to play a role, installation of this 
technology in police cars required deeper 
post-manufacture intervention, often by 
third parties which added significantly to 
the basic cost of the car. Moreover, police 
workshop managers complained that when 
cars needed to be decommissioned, it 
was increasingly difficult to remove all the 
police-specific instrumentation without 
damaging facias and wiring looms, which 
then had to be repaired if the vehicle was 
to realise its residual value. BMW was first 
to recognise this. Now a major supplier of 
police vehicles in many European countries, 
BMW reacted by establishing specific 
police-version production lines. Not only 
did vehicles built to this specification allow 
space for police equipment to be fitted, but 
unobtrusive access thanks to facias which 
could be dismantled and wiring looms with 
specific plugs meant that police electronics 
could be installed and removed quickly 
and without damage. Cars would also be 
delivered with heavy duty batteries to take 
into account the additional electrical load 
of this equipment.

By the 2000s, most forces were 
spending considerably more on their 
vehicle fleets. The French finally yielded 
to the inevitable and looked abroad for 
inspiration, settling on Subaru’s frenetic 
4x4 Impreza as their high-performance 
car after noting their Belgian colleagues’ 
successful experience with the Japanese 
saloon. A couple of British forces went 
one better and treated themselves to the 
even more ballistic Mitsubishi Evo. But 
when in 2005 an off-duty traffic officer 
was recorded driving a turbocharged 2.8 
Opel Vectra police car at 159mph, there 
was understandable indignation from 
motorists prosecuted for driving at little 
over half that speed, when a charge of 
dangerous driving against the officer was 

dismissed. However, it did bring about 
a subtle policy change in Britain in the 
following years which meant purchase 
these almost 300hp vehicles would be 
exceptional. Part of the reason for this 
shift was the fast-developing network of 
ANPR cameras both on patrol cars and at 
the roadside which would allow the police 
to identify excessive speeding or other 
infractions and pursue them remotely. 
Following a series of accidents, some fatal, 
involving innocent third parties, rules on 
high-speed pursuits were also tightened. 

Where they can, police forces have 
tended to resist environmental curbs 
which manufacturers incorporate in 
their vehicles. For example, Hyundai cars 
delivered to one British constabulary 
were specified without their automatic 
stop-start mechanisms, an option not 
open to other buyers. This represented 
not only a £300 saving on purchase, 
but improved response: early stop-
starts could be quite slow to react and 
understandably the police did not want 
to lose vital seconds in an emergency. 
Technology and environmental demands 
evolve though and like everyone else, the 
police have to buy what is on the market. 
Spanish police, long-time customers 
of Citroën and Peugeot, have recently 
acquired 300 Peugeot 3008 PHEVs. For 
the authorities, plug-in petrol hybrids 
strike a happy medium: the capacity to 
run on electricity in urban areas, but 
with the rather greater performance and 
range of the combustion engine always 
on hand. The limitations in terms of range 
– still extremely small if all the available 
acceleration is used (as it has to be in 
emergency response) mean that police 
forces will be among the last major users 
to convert their fleets to fully electric. 
This is without considering the absence 
of charging facilities outside large urban 
areas. It is significant that only Europe 
has committed itself to banning sale of 
petrol or diesel vehicles after 2035. Many 
people suspect that in the remoteness of 
some areas in Asia, Australia, or in North 
and South America, internal combustion 
engines will be the only medium-term 
solution for these territories.

From ordinary saloon cars, which in the 
twenty-first century have morphed into 
SUVs, 4x4s and still larger SUVs, police 
officers the world-over have always 
driven vehicles which any citizen can buy. 
Wearing its law-enforcement regalia, the 
police car has instant recognition and 
authority in all societies and cultures; 
the unmarked car, its blue lights subtly 
hidden behind the grill is effectively a 
secret weapon, its existence accepted 
by the large majority of people providing 
its employ is not abused. For those same 
people, the presence of a police car, 
marked or unmarked, is usually reassuring.

MOTOR REVIEW - A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE POLICE CAR 
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Metropolitan (London) Police and enjoyed a ten-year Met 
career. Although it had only a three-speed gearbox, drivers 
appreciated the immense torque of its 3.5 litre flat head V8 
and despite weighing over 1500kg, it usually had enough 
speed to apprehend the average delinquent. Blue lights 
had not yet appeared and often as not there were no police 
markings, just the loud hailer-size horns at the front.

By the 1960s and as more dual carriageways and motorway 
opened, many forces decided they needed faster cars. 
Manchester police tried a batch of the new Triumph TR4s in 
1961. Capable of 100mph, the TR was certainly more agile than 
the saloons the police usually drove, but only a two-seater, 
it had no space for equipment such as cones, spades and 
emergency lights and proved of limited use; a car which catered 
better to police requirements proved to be the Ford Zephyr Mk 
3 which appeared in 1962. One of the biggest cars of its day, the 
distinctly transatlantic-styled Zephyr 6, had room for six people, 
a vast boot and could just be persuaded to reach 100mph down 
a long hill. In the best American tradition, it was far too softly 
sprung for police taste, but achieved national fame through the 
ground breaking Police series ‘Z cars.’ But the patrol car which 
really captured the popular imagination was the Jaguar Mk 2. 
Introduced as a rather sluggish 2.4, it was joined in 1957 by a 
3.4 version, a very fast car in its day: this quickly became the 
choice of racing drivers and readily tuned to well over 200bhp, 
it won many saloon car races driven amongst others by Britain’s 
1958 F1 champion, Mike Hawthorn.

One of the many police officers to take notice of this was 
John Gott who was also an enthusiastic rally driver. His 
appointment as chief constable of Northamptonshire in 1960 
coincided with the opening of the first 100 miles of the M1 
motorway which bisected the county. Patrolling this required 
high-powered cars and when Jaguar turned its 3.4 into the 
Mk 2 with a 3.8 engine, Northamptonshire was far from alone 
on specifying this 120mph saloon for its motorway squads. A 
decade of British-made crime series and films always seemed 
to show police Jaguars, now white and with flashing blue lights, 
chasing villains, themselves in (usually stolen) Jaguars. The 
police also used the sleeker and imposing S Type Jaguar which 
had the supposed advantage of independent rear suspension, 
which in practice though made it heavier and no less-prone 
to oversteer that the live axle Mk 2. Your correspondent, 
then a teenager, vividly recalls watching through the fence at 
Hendon Police College in the early 1970s while for the benefit 
of a group of trainees the police instructor threw the college’s 
ageing S Type in increasingly wild slides around the figure-of-
eight test track. Eventually he let the Jaguar rotate through 
180 degrees and proceeded to drive it backwards at seemingly 
undiminished speed round the same course. 

Naturally this was the glamorous end of police vehicles 
and most were far more humdrum; the longest lasting and 
undoubtedly as much a reassuring part of the rural scenery 

as the local letter box was the friendly Morris Minor: its 
panda-car career lasted well into the 1970s by which time 
it was finished in a tasteful bluey-green, its white doors 
embellished with ‘Police’ in large letters and a ridiculously 
outsized illuminated sign on its roof. Some forces drove 
equally harmless-looking Hillman Minxes and Imps during the 
1960s, then, for a decade or so, until the marque disappeared 
in the 1980s, sharp-looking Hillman Hunter patrol cars were 
a frequent sight around London. Ford supplied Anglias and 
Cortinas and later Escorts; a few lucky patrol men got their 
hands on the three-litre version of the Capri, certainly one of 
the quickest police motors of the period, once the Jaguars had 
been pensioned (or written) off.

A characteristic of car-making countries is that logically 
enough, they use vehicles built at home. So French police 
officers who once swung around in Citroën’s imposing six-
cylinder Traction (as driven by Maigret) had to make do with 
little Renault Dauphines once the essentially pre-war Traction 
went out of production; German police were better off with 
a choice between Opels, Fords or even Borgwards for some 
forces while the top brass got their hands on a Mercedes 
220 saloon. By the 1960s, some regional forces were using 
four door 2 litre BMWs from a company which only a decade 
before had been building bubble cars. With no car industry, the 
Dutch were not constrained and decided in the late 1950s that 
their dual carriageways needed faster response which they met 
by buying Porsches. Indeed, the Dutch Rijspolitie would remain 
loyal Porsche customers until 1994. The Belgians too bought 
Porsches in the 1970s – the Gendarmerie’s BMW 2002s were 
too easily out-run by villains, but the 150 mph Porsche put a 
stop to that and no patrol car, said the gendarmerie had more 
authority than its fleet of 911s. In Italy, while small Fiats have 
provided the local Polizia with transport, the national police, 
the Carabinieri have had their pick of Alfa Romeos; film buffs 
will not have missed the distinctly sporty Alfa Romeo Giuliettas 
driven by the police in the 1969 Michael Caine film ‘the Italian 
Job.’ Twin carburettors, double overhead cam, five speeds – 
more than one British police or Irish Garda patrolman must 
have marvelled that however the Italian police were portrayed 
in the film, they certainly had decent motors ... 

It was a British force, the Metropolitan police, which was first 
to spurn the requirement to buy-British. In 1972 it purchased 
six of BMW’s fastest four-door saloon, the 3.0 Si. This caused 
a patriotic outcry and questions were asked of the home 
secretary in Parliament. But the Met was unrepentant. For years 
its fleet managers had complained about the unreliability of 
British- made cars, especially the top of the range models. Fleet 
engineers from most forces had written report after report to 
the home manufacturers suggesting improvements to cooling 
systems in particular – nothing frustrated a patrolman more than 
the car boiling over when his prey was within striking distance. 
Electrical systems underperformed with the same consistency 
and motorway cars were spending far too long (and costing far 
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too much) being repaired in the workshops. 
Although the Met continued to buy the 
Rover P6 and its successor, the SD1 and 
other forces continued to specify the big 
Ford, the well-liked Granada, the dam 
had been breached. It would not be long 
before the BMW 5 Series had wormed its 
way into the affections of forces up and 
down the country to become the default 
motorway car.

Elsewhere however, it remained a case 
of as you were. American state patrolmen 
roared around in big, square Fords and 
slightly rounder Chevrolets which by 
the 1980s were sporting fierce-looking 
rubber-faced bull bars at the front. The 
message was clear: move or we’ll shove 
you out of the way. The Germans as 
ever had their pick of Mercedes or BMW 
models and on his travels in distant 
parts your correspondent also observed 
that while most Moscow policemen 
cruised around in the locally-grown 
antique-looking Volgas, one or two 
patrols near the Kremlin had been given 
Mercedes saloons. In the days when the 
impoverished Soviet Union imported only 
the barest hard-currency necessities, 
these particular policemen must have 
been very high up the pecking order.

As they hardly made any large engine 
cars, the French relied less on big, 
powerful cars, equipping their highway 
patrols with BMW’s 1200RT, the default 
police motorcycle. Driving around in 
a little-changing diet of four-cylinder 
Peugeots, Citroëns and Renaults must have 
encouraged more than one officer to train 
for a motorcycle licence; the painstakingly 
restored ex-Garda Ford Orion featured 
in the Winter 2021 issue of IPA journal is 
typical of the kind of car that carried out 
basic urban policing in many European 
cities through the 1980 and ’90s. Brendan 
Tighe’s enjoyable account brings out how 
simple police vehicle specifications were 
in those days: plain steel wheels, wind-up 
windows, bespoke roof bar to carry the 
blue lights and a nee-naw siren under a 
front grill embellished with a chromed 
spotlight. The workshop could turn out 

a police-spec vehicle almost as quickly 
as took the special paintwork to dry and 
the neat roof bar took away that bane of 
the workshop technician, having to drill 
through the roof. 

However, as police equipment became 
more complex, particularly as electronics 
started to play a role, installation of this 
technology in police cars required deeper 
post-manufacture intervention, often by 
third parties which added significantly to 
the basic cost of the car. Moreover, police 
workshop managers complained that when 
cars needed to be decommissioned, it 
was increasingly difficult to remove all the 
police-specific instrumentation without 
damaging facias and wiring looms, which 
then had to be repaired if the vehicle was 
to realise its residual value. BMW was first 
to recognise this. Now a major supplier of 
police vehicles in many European countries, 
BMW reacted by establishing specific 
police-version production lines. Not only 
did vehicles built to this specification allow 
space for police equipment to be fitted, but 
unobtrusive access thanks to facias which 
could be dismantled and wiring looms with 
specific plugs meant that police electronics 
could be installed and removed quickly 
and without damage. Cars would also be 
delivered with heavy duty batteries to take 
into account the additional electrical load 
of this equipment.

By the 2000s, most forces were 
spending considerably more on their 
vehicle fleets. The French finally yielded 
to the inevitable and looked abroad for 
inspiration, settling on Subaru’s frenetic 
4x4 Impreza as their high-performance 
car after noting their Belgian colleagues’ 
successful experience with the Japanese 
saloon. A couple of British forces went 
one better and treated themselves to the 
even more ballistic Mitsubishi Evo. But 
when in 2005 an off-duty traffic officer 
was recorded driving a turbocharged 2.8 
Opel Vectra police car at 159mph, there 
was understandable indignation from 
motorists prosecuted for driving at little 
over half that speed, when a charge of 
dangerous driving against the officer was 

dismissed. However, it did bring about 
a subtle policy change in Britain in the 
following years which meant purchase 
these almost 300hp vehicles would be 
exceptional. Part of the reason for this 
shift was the fast-developing network of 
ANPR cameras both on patrol cars and at 
the roadside which would allow the police 
to identify excessive speeding or other 
infractions and pursue them remotely. 
Following a series of accidents, some fatal, 
involving innocent third parties, rules on 
high-speed pursuits were also tightened. 

Where they can, police forces have 
tended to resist environmental curbs 
which manufacturers incorporate in 
their vehicles. For example, Hyundai cars 
delivered to one British constabulary 
were specified without their automatic 
stop-start mechanisms, an option not 
open to other buyers. This represented 
not only a £300 saving on purchase, 
but improved response: early stop-
starts could be quite slow to react and 
understandably the police did not want 
to lose vital seconds in an emergency. 
Technology and environmental demands 
evolve though and like everyone else, the 
police have to buy what is on the market. 
Spanish police, long-time customers 
of Citroën and Peugeot, have recently 
acquired 300 Peugeot 3008 PHEVs. For 
the authorities, plug-in petrol hybrids 
strike a happy medium: the capacity to 
run on electricity in urban areas, but 
with the rather greater performance and 
range of the combustion engine always 
on hand. The limitations in terms of range 
– still extremely small if all the available 
acceleration is used (as it has to be in 
emergency response) mean that police 
forces will be among the last major users 
to convert their fleets to fully electric. 
This is without considering the absence 
of charging facilities outside large urban 
areas. It is significant that only Europe 
has committed itself to banning sale of 
petrol or diesel vehicles after 2035. Many 
people suspect that in the remoteness of 
some areas in Asia, Australia, or in North 
and South America, internal combustion 
engines will be the only medium-term 
solution for these territories.

From ordinary saloon cars, which in the 
twenty-first century have morphed into 
SUVs, 4x4s and still larger SUVs, police 
officers the world-over have always 
driven vehicles which any citizen can buy. 
Wearing its law-enforcement regalia, the 
police car has instant recognition and 
authority in all societies and cultures; 
the unmarked car, its blue lights subtly 
hidden behind the grill is effectively a 
secret weapon, its existence accepted 
by the large majority of people providing 
its employ is not abused. For those same 
people, the presence of a police car, 
marked or unmarked, is usually reassuring.

MOTOR REVIEW - A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE POLICE CAR 
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The Civic Guard 
take over ʻThe Déise’ 
An Garda Síochána and County Waterford 

THE NEW ARRIVALS
The train, a special charter, slowly rolled into Waterford 

Train Station, the sheer mass of Mount Misery looming 
overhead. A small party of men, some uniformed, some 
only partially so, disembark and, under the ornate cast 
iron of the old Victorian Station, load suitcases and 
bedding onto a series of hired carts. They fall in and 
are called to attention, before marching – somewhat 
raggedly, according to prejudiced onlookers, out of the 
station onto the bridge and south, across the River Suir, 
into the old city. It is late October in the insane year of 
1922, the painful first year of Irish Independence and the 
first of the new Civic Guard have arrived in Waterford.

The contingent marches half way down the quay, and 
halting at the Clock Tower, is again called to attention, 
dressed off and inspected by the Bishop of Waterford 
and the Lord Mayor, the former blessing them, the 
other extending a warm civic welcome. The young 
policemen cannot help but notice that the buildings 
behind the Mayor still bear the scars of the fighting of 
late July, a little over two months previously, when the 
newly established State was forced to extend its writ 
over nearly a third of the population by invading the 
southern counties. Waterford, being the easternmost 
of the so called “Munster Republic” counties, fell to 
Free State forces in late July – as the young Guards 
paraded for inspection at the Clock Tower, the county 
was still under military law and there was a strong army 
presence in the city. 

The Ceremony over, the young men are marched off 
again, led by the Municipal Brass Band to the recently 
vacated Royal Irish Constabulary Barracks on Lady Lane, 
to commence civic duty, which would endure into the 
next century in this county. Within days of their arrival, 
local media reported on their first arrest - four diligent 
young Guards caught a thief. Delighted onlookers heard 
the inexperienced young peelers discuss amongst 
themselves – “Well, we have him, what do we do now?”

THE CASTLE
So much for the relatively settled urban east – in 

the more republican west of the county, the War of 
Independence had been hard fought and the veteran 
IRA units had taken a determined anti-Treaty stance. 
If the east of the county was quiet, the west was 
anything but, and while the Free State Army held the 
towns and villages, armed bands still roamed the high 
ground. Gunfights, damage to property, robberies and 
disaffection were rife in the community.

By late October/early November 1922, small parties 
of the ʻGuards’ were fanning out from the city to take 
up duty in the small communities scattered like jewels 
between the Comeragh Mountains and the River 
Blackwater. Retreating Republicans had smashed all 
the printing presses of the local newspapers before 
setting fire to much of King John’s Castle – continuously 
occupied by Crown Forces from its construction in 
the late twelfth century until its handover to the IRA 
months earlier. As a consequence, there was no local or 
national reporting of the first party of Gardaí who took 
up residence in the mostly ruined medieval pile – which, 

By Tom Daly

THE CIVIC GUARD TAKE OVER “THE DÉISE”

after Dublin Castle, was the longest 
continuously occupied security 
installation on the island (and 
remains so, only being vacated by 
An Garda Síochána in 1987!)

The restoration of normality would 
appear to have come rapidly in the 
wake of the arrival of these young 
men in blue. By late November, 
local papers, with shiny new printing 
presses installed, were recording 
Gardaí, unarmed and unescorted, 
investigating “outrages” such as 
blown-up bridges and felled trees 
– incidents that were the warp and 
weft of IRA tactics during the War 
of Independence and continued 
into the Civil War in parts of the 
county that were formerly republican 
strongholds. A perusal of the crime 
and offences registers that are still 
in most of the stations in the county 
– written records of Garda activity 
going back to the foundation of the 
State – indicate that these crimes 
of disaffection faded quickly. In 
those early days, the books show 
the beginning of normalisation – 
with enforcement of the law soon 
confined to bicycle offences, truancy, 
the odd criminal damage and assault 
– thus the work of a rural policeman 
in a quiet county settled into what it 
should be, real community policing. 

ASSIMILATION
Perhaps the biggest compliment a 

child can pay a parent is to let them 
know that their love is unconditional. 
While the public’s support for 
a police force should never be 
unconditional, it can be taken as 
a great sign of acceptance when 
the public take the police service 
for granted. That was very much 
what happened and very soon, the 
assimilation was complete. The 
Civic Guard, which became An 
Garda Síochána rapidly changed 
how policing was perceived by the 

community. That community had 
just come through a time of struggle 
and strife, when the police of the 
day had become less and less 
acceptable. The new Guards moved 
policing from being seen as part 
and parcel of an occupying power 
to being fully accepted through the 
full integration of the new force into 
the communities that they served. 
Within a short space of time, the 
young men of the county were 
joining that new Force in significant 
numbers. 

However, the normalisation was 
not without its glitches. The young 
police force was without experience 
or tradition. On Christmas Day, 
1929 a traumatised World War 1 
veteran, Postman Larry Griffin 
died in circumstances that have 
yet to be fully resolved, in the 
village of Stradbally. His remains 
have never been found. The 
investigation into what happened 
became one of the most high profile 
criminal investigations of the time. 
Unfortunately, the inept and heavy-
handed Garda response traumatised 
the small, seaside community in 
ways that still echo there today.

A PERMANENT STATE OF CHANGE
The distribution of Gardaí across 

the county has changed with the 

decades – initially small parties of 
Gardaí occupied every one of the 
old Royal Irish Constabulary sub 
districts in what was a very rural 
county, with little urbanisation. 
Things largely remained so until the 
austere years of the 1950’s, when 
there was a substantial consolidation 
of the service, with several Districts 
being amalgamated and perhaps a 
quarter of the stations in the county 
closed or abandoned. 

Modernisation did not come 
easy for An Garda Síochána, 
which is understandable for a 
force modelled on military style 
discipline, and an authoritative 
rank structure. In the late 1960s, 
and through the1970s much needed 
change within An Garda Síochána 
began to take shape. Since then 
and especially since the 1990s, 
modernisation within An Garda 
Síochána has transformed the force 
beyond recognition. As the society 
it serves continually evolves, so too 
does An Garda Síochána now. This 
is very much the case in Waterford, 
where the Force keeps its rural roots 
deep in the community while also 
diligently serving an increasingly 
urbanised and mobile population 
– with all the challenges that 
accompany the provision of such a 
wide ranging service. 

For all the modernisation, the key to the continued success of An Garda Síochána in County Waterford is and has 
always been its integration – a century of Gardaí passing through communities, settling and remaining – scarcely 
a graveyard in the county has not a deceased member in it and scarcely an extended family does not boast a 
member of the force, whether at present or in the past. With due recognition given by An Garda Síochána to the 
considerable value of this asset of local involvement, of integration and of acceptance in this small, jewel of a 
county, then the second century of policing by An Garda Síochána here should be as successful as the first. 
We wish An Garda Síochána a very happy 100th Birthday and continuing success in the years ahead.
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after Dublin Castle, was the longest 
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installation on the island (and 
remains so, only being vacated by 
An Garda Síochána in 1987!)

The restoration of normality would 
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– with all the challenges that 
accompany the provision of such a 
wide ranging service. 

For all the modernisation, the key to the continued success of An Garda Síochána in County Waterford is and has 
always been its integration – a century of Gardaí passing through communities, settling and remaining – scarcely 
a graveyard in the county has not a deceased member in it and scarcely an extended family does not boast a 
member of the force, whether at present or in the past. With due recognition given by An Garda Síochána to the 
considerable value of this asset of local involvement, of integration and of acceptance in this small, jewel of a 
county, then the second century of policing by An Garda Síochána here should be as successful as the first. 
We wish An Garda Síochána a very happy 100th Birthday and continuing success in the years ahead.
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In February 1922, Michael Collins established a 
committee to recruit a police force to replace the 
armed Royal Irish Constabulary. Following the new 

Force’s exit from their temporary training base in the RDS, 
Dublin, the Army Barracks in Kildare town was chosen as 
the Training Centre for the new “Civic Guard”.

 Admission to the force was highly prized. In the lower 
ranks, young men of good character with an average 
education - by the standards of the time - found a job 
which offered modest pay and a sense of camaraderie. 
In the more senior ranks, slightly older men, many with 
a better level of educational attainment, were offered 
good paying jobs and middling places in the pecking 
order of the Free State bureaucracy. However, Collins 
appointed 12 senior officers to lead the Force, 8 of whom 
had served in the RIC. While pay and conditions were a 
factor, dissention came to a head when1,100 new recruits 
were transferred from the RDS to Kildare Artillery Army 
Barracks. What followed is now remembered as the 
ʻKildare Mutiny’. 

NEW RECRUITS IN TRAINING 
It took a visit from Michael Collins to Kildare Barracks 

in May 1922 to muster a settlement among the trainee 
Civic Guards. However, it did not endure and during 
a strand-off that followed, two officers perceived to be 
close to Collins were prevented from entering the depot 
by Anti Treaty recruits at Kildare. Then, when those 
officers couldn’t get a train back to Dublin at that time, 
they were confronted in the town by their pursuers. 
Revolvers were drawn by both sides and shots were fired 
at the officers but they managed to find refuge in the local 
Carmelite Church at the White Abbey. Before the mutiny 
was over, the armoury had been raided and a number 
of the new members had gone across to the ʻIrregular’ 
side. The “Civic Guard” (renamed An Garda Síochána 
na hÉireann on 8th August, 1923) became an unarmed 
Force, a decision that the mutiny may have reinforced at 
the time. The first Garda Commissioner, Michael Staines 
1855-1955) said ʻThe Garda Síochána will succeed not by 
force of arms or numbers, but by their moral authority, as 
servants of the people’. Today’s Garda Síochána, through 
continuous modernisation, is light years away from the 
force of the 1920s, but that sense of pride in public service 

has not been lost. We owe a great debt to those pioneers. 
The DMP merged with An Garda Síochána in 1925 and 
since1989 over 895 Gardaí have served on overseas 
duties in 25 different locations. 

Contrasting the1920’s with 2020’s; Kildare town in the 
1920’s was a market town, centred in the square around 
the present Heritage Centre. This town and county now 
has many attractions but no visit to Kildare would be 
complete without a look at the ʻNational Stud’, ʻJapanese 
Gardens’ and the renowned “Kildare Village”. Famous all 
over the world for Horse breeding, Kildare’s National Stud 
grounds were gifted to Ireland in 1915. In 1922, the Irish 
Government took possession of the property and it was 
farmed and grazed with cattle until 1945. 

The National Stud Act was passed in the Dáil in August, 
1945 and Irish National Stud Company was formed. The 
breeding of high-class thoroughbreds was to be the sole 
business of the National Stud and many winners of Irish 
and English classics were bred there. It is also home to 
the (refurbished 2006) ʻIrish Horse Museum’, where the 
skeleton of world-famous ARKLE is on display. Close by, 
“The Curragh Racecourse” hosts many races featuring 
horses bred in the National Stud.

Japanese Gardens and St. Fiachra’s Garden contained 
within the grounds of the National Stud are amongst the 
most famous tourist attractions in Ireland. Rock and stone 
from Silliot Hill and Wicklow were used to create the 
gardens, with Irish and English tree and shrub varieties 
added to the Japanese elements to create a truly unique 
experience. The gardens were planned to symbolise the 
Life of Man from the Cradle to the Grave – the journey of 
the human soul. 

Close by is the new Solas Bhride Centre, officially 
opened on January 30th, 2015. This facility should 
develop, not just as a national location for spirituality and 
reflection, but as an international facility for such, given 
the care and attention that has gone into its development 
and its ideal location, with major road network 
infrastructure facilitating travel there. It is at the Solas 
Bhride Centre that International visitors in a forthcoming 
IPA Ireland Friendship Week (April 2022) will be shown 

Celebrating the centenary of
An Garda Síochána in Kildare 
- where the beginning almost ended 

Region 9 - “Curragh Plains” by Noel Geary, HLM

AS WE CELEBRATE THE CENTENARY YEAR OF AN GARDA SÍOCHÁNA, WE LOOK BACK AT THE FORCE’S 
RICH HISTORY IN IPA REGION 9, (FORMALLY REGION 2), GOING BACK TO THE PART PLAYED BY KILDARE 
IN THE FOUNDING DAYS OF THE FORCE. 

CENTURY OF KILDARE 

how to make a St. Brigid’s Cross and given an opportunity 
to visit St.Brigids Well and also St. Brigid’s Cathedral 
which are close by. 

Born in Dundalk in 450 AD St. Brigid was the founder of 
the first monastery in County Kildare. Her father was a 
pagan chieftain of Leinster and her mother a Christian. 
St. Patrick inspired her to deepen her faith and spread the 
ʻGood News’.

St. Brigid, also known as Mary of the Gael or Muire na 
nGael and Our Lady of the Irish joins St. Patrick and St. 
Columcille as one of the Patron Saints of Ireland.

ST. BRIGIDS CATHEDRAL AND ROUND TOWER KILDARE
When she was young, St. Brigid wanted to join a convent 

but her father took a firm stand and insisted that she marry 
the wealthy man he had promised her to. She approached 
the King of Leinster requesting land on which to build her 
monastery. The King refused her request. Brigid was not 
put off by his refusal. Rather, she and her sisters prayed 
that the King’s heart would soften. She made her request 
again but this time she asked, “Give me as much land as 
my cloak will cover. Seeing her small cloak, he laughed 
and then granted this request. However, Brigid had 
instructed her four helpers each to take a corner of the 
cloak and walk in opposite directions – north, south, east 
and west. As they did this the cloak began to grow and 
spread across many acres. She now had sufficient land 
on which to build her monastery. The King and his entire 
household were dismayed and amazed. They realised that 
this woman was truly blessed by God. The King became 
a patron of Brigid’s monastery, assisting her with money, 
food and gifts. Later he converted to Christianity. It was 
on this land in Kildare that she built her dual monastery 
c.470. Over time, word spread about St. Brigid, her 
kindness and her faith. The making of a cross with reeds 
became synonymous with her name and the tradition 
continues to this day all over Ireland. 

 Following Ireland’s affiliation to the International Police 
Association in Paris in 1955, development of the Section 
was initially slow. Eventually Regions were formed and 
growth accelerated following the1967 election of the 
National Executive Committee. Region No.2 then included 
the Carlow, Kildare, Laois, West Dublin and West Wicklow 
areas. Our Region became one of the most, if not the most 
active Region at that time. Over the succeeding years 
membership of IPA in the Kildare Region grew to over 
180 members today. Today, through boundary changes 
etc., Region 9 now encompasses the County of Kildare. 

Our Region has always enjoyed great interaction with 
An Garda Síochána and thankfully that continues today.
Due to demand from members nationally for a national 
IPA property, Region 9 Kildare was the chosen location 
in 1984, for the IPA’s first property, at Cutbush near the 
Curragh.

Both Past Presidents Michael Ringrose and John 
McCormack, the NEC and local Committee of the day 
played a major role in the acquisition of this house, which 
acted as IPA Section Ireland HQ for 5 years, under the 
stewardship of house manager Mary Devine. The property 
was sold in 1989 when Section Ireland Headquarters 
moved to Iona Drive in Glasnevin Dublin. 

Our Region has been blessed with a host of active 
members, including Past President Maurice Shortt, V/
President Noel Geary, Mary Devine, Peter Kelly, Peter 
McCabe and Eugene Mullaney, all of whom served 
on the National Executive Committee. Kildare was the 
place to look at for inspiration in hosting IPA events; 
Feis Rince, Caravan and Camping Weekends, Hot Air 
Ballooning, tennis, Treasure hunt and family oriented 
fun days, all of which involved the work of all committee 
members, their wives and families. In the early 2000s, a 
Wine Appreciation Club was established, providing wine 
appreciation courses for IPA members/families. The Club 
undertook many wine exploration trips to France. 

At 10am on 16thApril, 2022, a special Garda Centenary 
celebration will commence in Kildare town, organised 
by the Naas Branch of the GSRMA (which includes IPA 
members) and An Garda Síochána with assistance from 
County Council and Irish Defence Force personnel, 
commemorating the events of 1922. This will include an 
Exhibition in the Old Court House, a recital by the band 
of An Garda Síochána in Market Sq. and a re-enactment 
by the “Lord Edward’s Own Re-Enactment Group” from 
Monasterevin, to mark the arrival of the “Civic Guard” in 
Kildare town. An open day for visitors at the local Garda 
station is planned. All IPA members both serving and 
retired and their families and friends are welcome to 
attend this very historical event.

IPA Region 9 is currently managed by a very active 
committee comprising- Noel Geary Hon. Chair, 
Mary Devine Hon. Vice Chair, Eugene Mullany Hon. 
Secretary, Tony O Halloran Hon. Treasurer, William 
Blaney Enrolment and Development, Niall Lynch Junior 
Members, Deirdre Barry Ass. Treasurer and Supplies, 
John Jacob Events co-ordinator, Jian Hai Cai Travel Sec.

CENTURY OF KILDARE 
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SOUTHERN SCENE
HISTORY, AN GARDA SÍOCHÁNA AND ME

IT WAS HENRY FORD, A NEW YORK-BASED INVENTOR WITH A WEST CORK LINEAGE 
WHO, IN 1916, DECLARED TO THE WORLD THAT “HISTORY IS BUNK.” ONE WOULD IMAGINE 
THAT SUCH A QUOTE WOULD HAVE GIVEN RISE TO QUITE A FURORE AND BUCKETS OF 
CRITICISM BUT THAT DOES NOT APPEAR TO HAVE BEEN THE CASE AT ALL. PROBABLY, THE 
POPULARITY OF THE MAN, THE PRECISENESS OF HIS WORDING AND THE INNATE FOOD 
FOR THOUGHT THAT IT OFFERS KEPT THE CRITICS AT BAY BACK IN THE DAY AND, INDEED, 
DOWN ALL THE DECADES EVER SINCE. IF MEMORY SERVES, WHICH IS NOT ALWAYS THE 
CASE NOW-A-DAYS, IT WAS MY ENGLISH TEACHER IN SECONDARY SCHOOL WHO FIRST 
BROUGHT IT TO MY ATTENTION, MENTIONING IT IN CLASS, CIRCA LATE 1950S.

Subsequently, on occasion, circumstances had me 
using Mr. Ford’s little gem, silently and with some 
exasperation: the Leaving Certificate Examination was 

looming and I was not doing well at history. It was not that I 
disliked the subject; the problem was that I had a tendency to 
mix up my O’Donnells and my O’Neills, and all their comings 
and goings. Vital marks could be lost if I got things wrong. In 
the circumstances, would you blame me for being less than 
happy about history, and my use of the ‘bunk’ word in that 
regard, at that particular time? In any event I got through the 
examination and, slipping into holiday mode, I calmed down, 
told myself at intervals that school was now – you guessed it 
– history. I also played football matches, and said my prayers 
dutifully, just in case.

Back in that era – 1960s – as soon as Cork schools received 
the Intermediate and Leaving Certificate Exam results, they 
had them published in the local newspapers. The names 
of those pupils who got honours were embellished with an 
asterisk; the passers were left bareback. In retrospection, 
that was a highly-insensitive practice for which the 
newspapers were not culpable: they were merely following 
instructions. As you might imagine, when the word went 
around my home place that the results were out and that 
my name was included, there was a flurry of excitement 
and huge relief on my part. The fact that I was without an 
asterisk was irrelevant; I had got over the line, was finished 

with exams, would no longer be plagued by worries about 
the shenanigans of long-dead Ulster chieftains.

Yes, schooldays were over but like the boy, John, in Ewan 
McColl’s grand ballad, it was time for me to be earning a crust 
off my own bat. In due course I landed a position, clerking in 
a Cork city business where I remained for a couple of years, 
during which I met the lady who later became my wife. One 
day, another colleague of mine, a young man about my own 
age revealed that he was leaving the job and intended to join 
the guards and wondered if I would do likewise; his father was 
a retired garda. Having grown up in a tiny village in West Cork 

Ph
ot

o 
by

 M
ar

k 
de

 J
on

g 
on

 U
ns

pl
as

h

Ph
ot

o 
by

 M
ar

k 
de

 J
on

g 
on

 U
ns

pl
as

h

Pat  
Daly

HISTORY, AN GARDA SÍOCHÁNA AND ME

which had neither a public house or a Garda station and was 
peopled, by and large, by law-abiding citizens, I had very little 
knowledge of guards. Consequently, as far as I was concerned, 
it was a case of out of sight, out of mind. Naturally, my 
colleague would have had a far different view.

In any event, I began to give the matter some thought. 
Leaving Cork city would, obviously, give rise to difficulties 
on a few fronts, one most of all. In the end my mind was 
made for me: President J. F. Kennedy arrived in Cork in June 
1963 and won the hearts of its citizens who turned out in 
their thousands to greet him. The route of the cavalcade 
in which he travelled through the city centre ran close to 
my workplace and we, employees, were allowed to leave the 
building and take up favourable positions to view the great 
man.

 The streets were heaving with people, the atmosphere 
charged with expectation and happiness. All of a sudden, the 
cavalcade arrived, travelling quite quickly, as the president 
stood, waved and smiled. Then, in a few moments he had 
passed by, but the joy that had greeted him remained for 
quite some time. Prominent throughout were uniformed 
gardai, thick on the ground, who played a leading role in 
controlling the crowd until at length the onlookers began to 
disperse. Looking on, I was quite taken by the entire event 
and even felt a little pang of envy. Surely, I was missing out 
on something, occasions that my colleague at work would 
before long be part of. I put my doubts aside, provided lots 
of consolation where it was needed and, shortly before 
Christmas headed for the Phoenix Park.

At that juncture the Depot was speeding down the last 
straight as a training centre, and the word ‘Templemore’ 
was much in use. The place itself was teeming with recruits 
who were at different stages of their training, and there was 
a suggestion that the impending move to ‘Tipperary’ had 
given rise to a noticeable tightening of belts where discipline 
was concerned When, initially, my fellow-recruits and I were 
informed that we would not be billeted in the Depot but in 
a property called Parkgate Hall which was some distance 

away, we were pleased. It sounded like an old manor house 
where we could disport ourselves in comfort, away from the 
prying eyes in the Depot. In fact, it turned out to be a shabby 
old house, devoid of comfort. However, we were young and 
hardy and made the most of the place, always aware that 
before long we would be heading to Templemore, where by all 
accounts, all sorts of creature comforts would be awaiting us.

Eventually, the big day arrived and we headed south by 
train. The evacuation of the Depot was, obviously, a historic 
happening, and the media treated it lavishly. We, the recruits 
who were central to the activity, quickly acquainted ourselves 
with the vaunted facilities and were much impressed. 
However, as the big day passed and we were back on our 
wonted way of classroom, parade ground and gymnasium, it 
soon dawned on us that what had been hinted at in the dying 
weeks at the Depot had become a reality, and in spades. A 
code of discipline that was quite harsh had been introduced. 
In my time there, a number of young men who were deemed 
to be non-compliant were shown the gate. The misery 
associated with bearing witness to their exit still hurts after 
all the years. Suffice it to say, I survived.

Soon, the focus was on the ending of our tenure; the 
passing-out parade and the eagerly-anticipated list of 
postings. Tipperary Town was to be my station, like it or 
lump it. Subsequently, and in a fairly short period, I got 
quite acquainted with the entire county due to transfers in 
the course of which I soldiered in - apart from Tipp Town 
- Puckane, Cashel (temporary) Cappawhite and Clonmel. 
Away from the patrolling, I had the privilege of togging out 
with hurling and football teams in Tipp Town, Puckane and 
Clonmel. During my all-too-brief stint in Puckane, I became 
involved with a local drama group and trod the boards with 
them on a few occasions. It was a pastime I would like to have 
continued with but it was not to be; Cappawhite needed me 
so I answered its call. Much of the sub-district there is hilly 
countryside and I have memories of collecting census forms 
among the valleys and recesses where the legendary rapparee, 
Ned O’ The Hills, once plied his trade. I recall too the 
dismantling with colleagues of a poteen still in those hills.

Around that time – the mid 60s – the Fleadh Cheoil 
was very popular, and towns in which they were 
staged during the summer became flooded with 
people who liked Irish traditional music, and people 
who liked traditional Irish porter – not a good 
mix. Beer Festivals were also popular at that time. 
So, extra gardaí would be drafted in to help deal 
with trouble which was likely to break out. I rather 
liked the Fleadhanna: especially, they provided 
an opportunity to study a kind of people who were 
quite different; and that is not because they wore 
funny clothes and slept in tents.

 Whether or not they liked Irish traditional music I 
never found out but they did provide me with food 
for thought. Otherwise, Munster Hurling Finals in 

Thurles or Limerick were also memorable occasions 
when throngs of excited and expectant fans always 
warranted a strong police presence. 

Having spent a year in Cappawhite I was 
transferred to Clonmel in Tipp’s Deep South, and 
I also got married. Fast forward three years and 
two small children have been added to the Daly 
household; also, their mother is starting to suffer 
from homesickness and the remedy is to be found 
only on Leeside. So, I made an application for a 
transfer which I seem to remember sounded like 
a heartfelt plea for pity. In any event it did the 
business and I gladly made my way to the Beautiful 
City and Union Quay station. Apart from a few brief 
sojourns here and there I roamed no more.
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HISTORY, AN GARDA SÍOCHÁNA AND ME

which had neither a public house or a Garda station and was 
peopled, by and large, by law-abiding citizens, I had very little 
knowledge of guards. Consequently, as far as I was concerned, 
it was a case of out of sight, out of mind. Naturally, my 
colleague would have had a far different view.

In any event, I began to give the matter some thought. 
Leaving Cork city would, obviously, give rise to difficulties 
on a few fronts, one most of all. In the end my mind was 
made for me: President J. F. Kennedy arrived in Cork in June 
1963 and won the hearts of its citizens who turned out in 
their thousands to greet him. The route of the cavalcade 
in which he travelled through the city centre ran close to 
my workplace and we, employees, were allowed to leave the 
building and take up favourable positions to view the great 
man.

 The streets were heaving with people, the atmosphere 
charged with expectation and happiness. All of a sudden, the 
cavalcade arrived, travelling quite quickly, as the president 
stood, waved and smiled. Then, in a few moments he had 
passed by, but the joy that had greeted him remained for 
quite some time. Prominent throughout were uniformed 
gardai, thick on the ground, who played a leading role in 
controlling the crowd until at length the onlookers began to 
disperse. Looking on, I was quite taken by the entire event 
and even felt a little pang of envy. Surely, I was missing out 
on something, occasions that my colleague at work would 
before long be part of. I put my doubts aside, provided lots 
of consolation where it was needed and, shortly before 
Christmas headed for the Phoenix Park.

At that juncture the Depot was speeding down the last 
straight as a training centre, and the word ‘Templemore’ 
was much in use. The place itself was teeming with recruits 
who were at different stages of their training, and there was 
a suggestion that the impending move to ‘Tipperary’ had 
given rise to a noticeable tightening of belts where discipline 
was concerned When, initially, my fellow-recruits and I were 
informed that we would not be billeted in the Depot but in 
a property called Parkgate Hall which was some distance 

away, we were pleased. It sounded like an old manor house 
where we could disport ourselves in comfort, away from the 
prying eyes in the Depot. In fact, it turned out to be a shabby 
old house, devoid of comfort. However, we were young and 
hardy and made the most of the place, always aware that 
before long we would be heading to Templemore, where by all 
accounts, all sorts of creature comforts would be awaiting us.

Eventually, the big day arrived and we headed south by 
train. The evacuation of the Depot was, obviously, a historic 
happening, and the media treated it lavishly. We, the recruits 
who were central to the activity, quickly acquainted ourselves 
with the vaunted facilities and were much impressed. 
However, as the big day passed and we were back on our 
wonted way of classroom, parade ground and gymnasium, it 
soon dawned on us that what had been hinted at in the dying 
weeks at the Depot had become a reality, and in spades. A 
code of discipline that was quite harsh had been introduced. 
In my time there, a number of young men who were deemed 
to be non-compliant were shown the gate. The misery 
associated with bearing witness to their exit still hurts after 
all the years. Suffice it to say, I survived.

Soon, the focus was on the ending of our tenure; the 
passing-out parade and the eagerly-anticipated list of 
postings. Tipperary Town was to be my station, like it or 
lump it. Subsequently, and in a fairly short period, I got 
quite acquainted with the entire county due to transfers in 
the course of which I soldiered in - apart from Tipp Town 
- Puckane, Cashel (temporary) Cappawhite and Clonmel. 
Away from the patrolling, I had the privilege of togging out 
with hurling and football teams in Tipp Town, Puckane and 
Clonmel. During my all-too-brief stint in Puckane, I became 
involved with a local drama group and trod the boards with 
them on a few occasions. It was a pastime I would like to have 
continued with but it was not to be; Cappawhite needed me 
so I answered its call. Much of the sub-district there is hilly 
countryside and I have memories of collecting census forms 
among the valleys and recesses where the legendary rapparee, 
Ned O’ The Hills, once plied his trade. I recall too the 
dismantling with colleagues of a poteen still in those hills.

Around that time – the mid 60s – the Fleadh Cheoil 
was very popular, and towns in which they were 
staged during the summer became flooded with 
people who liked Irish traditional music, and people 
who liked traditional Irish porter – not a good 
mix. Beer Festivals were also popular at that time. 
So, extra gardaí would be drafted in to help deal 
with trouble which was likely to break out. I rather 
liked the Fleadhanna: especially, they provided 
an opportunity to study a kind of people who were 
quite different; and that is not because they wore 
funny clothes and slept in tents.

 Whether or not they liked Irish traditional music I 
never found out but they did provide me with food 
for thought. Otherwise, Munster Hurling Finals in 

Thurles or Limerick were also memorable occasions 
when throngs of excited and expectant fans always 
warranted a strong police presence. 

Having spent a year in Cappawhite I was 
transferred to Clonmel in Tipp’s Deep South, and 
I also got married. Fast forward three years and 
two small children have been added to the Daly 
household; also, their mother is starting to suffer 
from homesickness and the remedy is to be found 
only on Leeside. So, I made an application for a 
transfer which I seem to remember sounded like 
a heartfelt plea for pity. In any event it did the 
business and I gladly made my way to the Beautiful 
City and Union Quay station. Apart from a few brief 
sojourns here and there I roamed no more.
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A CENTURY OF SERVICE

Darren
Martin
BL, LLM, MSc, BCL, BA A CENTURY OF SERVICE

Their respective 50 years of service 
highlights their dedication and fortitude 
and just how much it means to each 
of them to be a member of An Garda 
Síochána. To put their service in context, 
they have severed under 14 different 
Commissioners, served throughout 
the period of ‘The Troubles’, witnessed 
increased utilisation of Garda vehicles 
in policing duties and the advancement 
of computerisation, and they have 
served through a time of increased 
technical and scientific developments 
in the investigation of crime. They both 
continue their service with An Garda 
Síochána and are looking forward to 
continuing their service to the state and 
the people of Ireland, with no plans to 
retire just yet.

Barry Martin joined An Garda Síochána 
on 14th April 1971. He recalls the great 
pride in his family when he joined 
An Garda Síochána. He was one of a 
Class of 45, a Class that had no female 
members. His first posting was to Santry 
Garda Station and he considers himself 
fortunate to have been posted to Dublin, 
where he was born and raised. The 
number of ‘Dubs’ in the force was not 

as numerous as it may be today. His 
presence was something of an amusement 
to the local people who were more used 
to dealing with Garda members from ‘the 
country’. He found that his Dublin accent 
endeared him to people in the locality 
who saw him as one of their own. 

He recalls once being questioned by 
a member of senior rank in respect 
of his apparent omission to apply to 
reside outside of Santry Garda station 
at the weekend. When, in his naivety, 
he pointed out that there was no 
accommodation available at Santry 
Garda station for members to reside 
in (many Garda stations still required 
members to live in them at that time), 
he was, absurdly, reminded that if he 
didn’t apply for permission to reside 
outside of the station in future, he would 
be moved to another station which did 
have accommodation! 

In 1976 he was transferred to Dublin 
Castle and the Garda Traffic Unit. It was 
here that he became a motorbike patrol 
officer. The new role gave him great 
freedom and a wider area of the city to 
patrol. 

Garda Commmissioner Drew 
Harris congratulates Christy O’ 

Brien on his years of service

In congratulating An Garda Síochána on its 100th Anniversary and a century of dedicated service to the State by the men 
and women of the organisation, we wish the Garda service continuing success for the future. We also wish continuing 
success to two remarkable men, both of whom are still serving in An Garda Síochána today, having amassed more than 

100 years of service between them, yes, over 50 years each to An Garda Síochána. There are few who can lay claim to the fact 
that they were serving for the 50th Anniversary in 1972 and are still in service in 2022, in this year of the 100th Anniversary 
of An Garda Síochána. 
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In 1979 Barry applied for a transfer 
to Athlone, where he served until his 
retirement in 2003.

He has a keen interest in helping other 
members and was always on hand when 
the need to provide advice and support 
was called for. It was because of this 
interest that he put himself forward and 
was elected as the GRA CEC representative 
for the Longford/West Meath Division, 
holding that position for three terms of 
office, from 1982 until 1993. In that time, 
Barry assisted the GRA in obtaining much 
needed changes to the Garda organisation 
and in protecting the hard gained 
employment rights of the members of 

An Garda Síochána. While stationed 
in Athlone, he was selected to serve on 
UN duty, on peace keeping duties in the 
former Yugoslavia, returning to Ireland 
at the end of his tour of duty in 1994. He 
has a continued interest in the history 
of An Garda Síochána and has developed 
an encyclopaedic knowledge of the 
organisation through the years.

Barry retired from uniform service in 
2003 and took up a position as a Garda 
Staff driver in 2004, attached to Details 
Section in Garda Headquarters. He 
continues in that service today and enjoys 
his job every bit as much today as he did 
when he joined, over 50 years ago.

He has been a life long member of the 
IPA and from time to time lends a hand in 
many ways to the benefit of the IPA and 
its members. There are 14 members of the 
extended Martin family who have served 
or are serving in An Garda Síochána, Barry 
Martin being the first of them to join.

Christy O’Brien is a native of Aragon, 
Co. Cork. He joined An Garda Síochána 
in 1970, being posted first to Harcourt 
Terrace station, now closed. He recalls 
the excitement of stepping out to police 
the streets of Dublin. After two years 
in ‘The Terrace’, he was transferred 
to Mountjoy Garda Station in 1972. He 
enjoyed his duties at that time but when 
an opportunity came to apply to become 
a fingerprint expert, he didn’t hesitate. 
He joined the Garda Fingerprint Section 
in 1978. At that time computerisation 
hadn’t entered the system and the work 
of identifying suspects was a slow and 
diligent process. He worked on many 
major investigations during his time in 
the Fingerprint section. In his spare time 
Christy enjoyed sport, with a particular 
interest in rowing, which led him to join 
the Garda Rowing Club, based in Island 
Bridge. His natural physical athleticism 
and his ability to work in a team saw him 
become one of their top rowers.

His dedication to training and to the Garda rowing teams saw him compete in many 
national and international events, with much success. He won 3 medals in the Henley 
Royal Regatta and represented Ireland in no less than four World Championships. In 
1976, the Garda Rowing team was selected to represent Ireland at the Olympics. Christy 
O’Brien along with Willie Ryan, Mick Ryan, Jim Muldoon and Liam Redmond (cox) 
travelled with the rest of the Irish Olympians to Montreal. The team narrowly missed 
out making the main final but did win the ‘petite final’ or B final, beating the teams of 
Poland, France, Netherlands, USA and Italy, effectively coming seventh in the world. It 
would not be Christy’s last time representing Ireland in the Olympics. In 1980, he was off 
again, this time to the Moscow Olympics with the Ireland rowing team.

He continued to serve in the Garda Fingerprint Section until his retirement in 2006, 
having been promoted to Detective Sergeant. In reflecting on the many changes he 
saw in the Garda organisation during his service, Christy mentions the huge changes 
introduced into investigations by computerisation and the development of the 
fingerprint A.F.I.S. system as being of particular importance. Like Barry, Christy took 
up a position as a Garda Staff driver in the Details Section at Garda Headquarters, a 
position he still enjoys today.

He holds a continued admiration for the current and past members of An Garda 
Síochána with whom he served. The camaraderie and teamwork within the 
organisation remain as important to him today as they were when he started out over 
50 years ago.

ALWAYS ON HAND WHEN THE NEED TO 
PROVIDE ADVICE AND SUPPORT WAS CALLED FOR

Garda Commmissioner Drew Harris with 
Christy O’ Brien and Barry Martin at Garda HQ

Garda Commmissioner Drew 
Harris congratulates Barry Martin 

on their years of service

As we mark the 100th Anniversary of An Garda Síochána, these two 
men mark a combined century of service to An Garda Síochána and we 
commend them on their magnificent contribution to policing and to the 
State. Add to that, their noteworthy contribution to UN peace keeping 
duties and to national and international sport and we see a record in 
policing that is most worthy of recognition. 



IT IS NO EXAGGERATION TO SAY THAT IRELAND IN 1922 WAS IN A STATE OF CIVIL UNREST. 
THE WAR OF INDEPENDENCE HAD LED TO A TRUCE AND ON DECEMBER 6TH, 1921, THE 
“ARTICLES OF AGREEMENT FOR A TREATY BETWEEN GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND” WAS 
SIGNED IN LONDON, ESTABLISHING THE IRISH FREE STATE. THIS TREATY ALSO GAVE 
NORTHERN IRELAND, WHICH HAD BEEN CREATED UNDER THE GOVERNMENT OF IRELAND 
ACT 1920, AN OPTION TO OPT OUT OF THE IRISH FREE STATE, WHICH IT EXERCISED AND 
SO THE COUNTRY WAS PARTITIONED. THE 2ND DAIL DEBATED AND RATIFIED THE TREATY 
ON THE 7TH JANUARY 1922 BY A MARGIN OF 64 VOTES TO 57. DE VALERA RESIGNED AS 
PRESIDENT ON THE 9TH JANUARY 1922 AND WAS REPLACED BY ARTHUR GRIFFITH. THE 
DEBATES RUMBLED ON, AND THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRYSIDE, MATTERS BEGAN TO 
DETERIORATE INTO LAWLESSNESS. 

After the signing of the Treaty and its ratification by the 
Dail, the Provisional Government began the process of 
disbanding the Royal Irish Constabulary. In February 

1922, Michael Collins began to recruit for a new police force 
and “The Civic Guard” (renamed An Garda Síochána na hÉireann 
on 8th August 1923) was formed by Collins and the Irish 
Government. Many members of the R.I.C. joined the new force 
and some ended up as instructors to the new recruits. Many of 
these new recruits were former members of the I.R.A. There was 
so much animosity towards the ex-R.I.C. officers that a group of 
recruits mutinied against their instructors, in what has become 
known as the Kildare Mutiny. 

After the mutiny the Civic Guard became an unarmed police 
force like their counterparts in the “Dublin Metropolitan 
Police”, with the DMP continuing as a separate entity for the 
next three years. The D.M.P. and Garda Síochána were finally 
amalgamated in 1925.

Public hostility towards the Royal Irish Constabulary called for 
the new police force to be distinct from its predecessor, which 
was at least part of the reason why the force was unarmed. 
Michael Staines, an Irish Republican who had been elected as a 
Sinn Fein MP in the 1918 General Election and was a member of 
the First Dáil, was the first Commissioner of the Civic Guard. 

He famously declared that “the Garda Síochána will succeed 
not by force of arms or numbers but on their moral authority 
as servants of the people”. Another reason proffered for leaving 
the Civic Guard unarmed was to ensure that those who opposed 
the Anglo-Irish Treaty “could not credibly include the Civic 
Guard in its list of legitimate targets during the civil war”. 
And, for the most part, this held true – but one member, Garda 
Henry Phelan, was callously murdered by an IRA bullet during 

When our country was at war 
The birth of the Civic Guard and An Garda Siochana in Sligo.
By IPA member, Michael O’Connor, Sligo.

SLIGO COURT HOUSE ON LEFT, 
ALBERT RIC STATION ON RIGHT

Old Station

WHEN OUR COUNTRY WAS AT WAR

the Irish Civil War, as he went “to buy a 
sliotar”. He was shot dead in November 
1922 near Mullinahone, Co. Tipperary.

THE CIVIC GUARD ENTER DUBLIN 
CASTLE 17 AUGUST 1922

Dublin Castle, the centre of British 
Rule in Ireland for nearly 700 years 
was formally handed over to the new 
Civic Guard on August 17, 1922, when 
Commissioner Michael Staines led his 
new police force through the castle 
gates. Five days after the hand-over 
of Dublin Castle, Michael Collins, who 
orchestrated the demise of the RIC and 
the creation of the Civic Guard was shot 
dead at Béal na mBlath. 

THE CIVIC GUARD ARRIVE IN 
SLIGO/LEITRIM DIVISION.

Allocation of members of the new Civic 
Guard began to take place in September 
1922. A Superintendent was sent to 
Sligo-Leitrim division in October with 
a complement of men to arrange for 
accommodation of barracks at Sligo, 
Ballymote and Manorhamilton. In Sligo 
town, they were greeted with the burned-
out shell of the main station building, 
which was built in 1847.

The building had been set on fire on 
the 1st July 1922 as the Anti-Treaty 
forces departed the barracks. A second 
former R.I.C. barracks built in 1880, was 
located at Wine Street and it was here 
that eighteen members took up duty 
in Sligo town on 19th October, 1922. A 
further seven members of the Civic Guard 
took up duty in Ballymote at the same 
time. The following week‘s issue of the 
Sligo Independent contained a glowing 
description of the new police: ‘They 
are a splendid type of Irish manhood 

indeed, and Sligo is very fortunate in 
securing such a fine band of young men 
as protectors of the general public’. 

The first recruit to join the Civic Guard 
from the Sligo / Leitrim area was Denis 
A. Leonard from Manorhamilton, Co. 
Leitrim, assigned Registered Number 
178. He is recorded as 42 years of age, 
married, Catholic and former member 
of the R.I.C. and Irish Guards. He was 5’ 
9¾” in height.

The original proposed strength of the 
Sligo-Leitrim Division of the Civic Guards 
was one Chief Superintendent stationed 
at Sligo, three Superintendents; one 
in Sligo, Carrick-on-Shannon and 
Ballymote, four Inspectors; Sligo, 
Mohill, Manorhamilton and Collooney, 
30 sergeants and 209 constables. The 
Sligo-Leitrim Division was to have 43 
stations, in two Sub-Divisions with 
headquarters at Sligo and Carrick-on-
Shannon. The Sligo Sub-Division was 
to have four Districts - Sligo, Easkey, 
Ballymote and Manorhamilton, each with 

an inspector in charge. There were to be 
24 operational stations in County Sligo.

The Civic Guard report for January 
1923 stated that the ‘Guards’ still 
occupied only two stations in County 
Sligo - Sligo (Wine Street) and Ballymote. 
‘The Guard is not effective here and 
are merely in occupation of posts’, it 
commented. At this time, Sligo, with just 
two operational stations, had the lowest 
number of occupied Garda stations of 
all the counties of the Irish Free State. 
Leitrim had three stations, Mayo four, 
Roscommon six and Galway 14. There 
was no increase in Civic Guard numbers 
in the county until the following April, 
when the Civic Guard took up duty in 
Tubbercurry. 

Sligo then had one sergeant and 15 
guards, Ballymote one sergeant and six 
guards and Tubbercurry one sergeant and 
five guards. Thus, the Civic Guard played 
no significant role in the Irish Civil War 
in County Sligo. The new police force 
was of course intended to be an unarmed 

Wine Street Barracks Cell Windows still to the good Laneway at side of Wine Street Station
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the Irish Civil War, as he went “to buy a 
sliotar”. He was shot dead in November 
1922 near Mullinahone, Co. Tipperary.

THE CIVIC GUARD ENTER DUBLIN 
CASTLE 17 AUGUST 1922

Dublin Castle, the centre of British 
Rule in Ireland for nearly 700 years 
was formally handed over to the new 
Civic Guard on August 17, 1922, when 
Commissioner Michael Staines led his 
new police force through the castle 
gates. Five days after the hand-over 
of Dublin Castle, Michael Collins, who 
orchestrated the demise of the RIC and 
the creation of the Civic Guard was shot 
dead at Béal na mBlath. 

THE CIVIC GUARD ARRIVE IN 
SLIGO/LEITRIM DIVISION.

Allocation of members of the new Civic 
Guard began to take place in September 
1922. A Superintendent was sent to 
Sligo-Leitrim division in October with 
a complement of men to arrange for 
accommodation of barracks at Sligo, 
Ballymote and Manorhamilton. In Sligo 
town, they were greeted with the burned-
out shell of the main station building, 
which was built in 1847.

The building had been set on fire on 
the 1st July 1922 as the Anti-Treaty 
forces departed the barracks. A second 
former R.I.C. barracks built in 1880, was 
located at Wine Street and it was here 
that eighteen members took up duty 
in Sligo town on 19th October, 1922. A 
further seven members of the Civic Guard 
took up duty in Ballymote at the same 
time. The following week‘s issue of the 
Sligo Independent contained a glowing 
description of the new police: ‘They 
are a splendid type of Irish manhood 

indeed, and Sligo is very fortunate in 
securing such a fine band of young men 
as protectors of the general public’. 

The first recruit to join the Civic Guard 
from the Sligo / Leitrim area was Denis 
A. Leonard from Manorhamilton, Co. 
Leitrim, assigned Registered Number 
178. He is recorded as 42 years of age, 
married, Catholic and former member 
of the R.I.C. and Irish Guards. He was 5’ 
9¾” in height.

The original proposed strength of the 
Sligo-Leitrim Division of the Civic Guards 
was one Chief Superintendent stationed 
at Sligo, three Superintendents; one 
in Sligo, Carrick-on-Shannon and 
Ballymote, four Inspectors; Sligo, 
Mohill, Manorhamilton and Collooney, 
30 sergeants and 209 constables. The 
Sligo-Leitrim Division was to have 43 
stations, in two Sub-Divisions with 
headquarters at Sligo and Carrick-on-
Shannon. The Sligo Sub-Division was 
to have four Districts - Sligo, Easkey, 
Ballymote and Manorhamilton, each with 

an inspector in charge. There were to be 
24 operational stations in County Sligo.

The Civic Guard report for January 
1923 stated that the ‘Guards’ still 
occupied only two stations in County 
Sligo - Sligo (Wine Street) and Ballymote. 
‘The Guard is not effective here and 
are merely in occupation of posts’, it 
commented. At this time, Sligo, with just 
two operational stations, had the lowest 
number of occupied Garda stations of 
all the counties of the Irish Free State. 
Leitrim had three stations, Mayo four, 
Roscommon six and Galway 14. There 
was no increase in Civic Guard numbers 
in the county until the following April, 
when the Civic Guard took up duty in 
Tubbercurry. 

Sligo then had one sergeant and 15 
guards, Ballymote one sergeant and six 
guards and Tubbercurry one sergeant and 
five guards. Thus, the Civic Guard played 
no significant role in the Irish Civil War 
in County Sligo. The new police force 
was of course intended to be an unarmed 

Wine Street Barracks Cell Windows still to the good Laneway at side of Wine Street Station
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body, with a purely policing role and in Sligo they were deployed 
only in those areas where the new Free State army was more 
or less in complete control. This resulted in very few incidents 
involving ‘the Guards’ being reported in the county during the 
early part of 1923. In an attack on a patrol in Sligo on 6th January, 
1923, two guards were held up and deprived of their water-proof 
coats, batons and handcuffs and three days later a sergeant and a 
guard were held for over three hours by republicans.

Lawlessness did occur in places and in January ,1923, the 
Ballymote area of south Sligo saw numerous arrests of robbers 
who had been posing as irregulars. ‘It goes without saying 
that there are men and boys who are taking advantage of the 
disturbed times to prey on the people and take whatever comes 
their way in the matter of ready cash, goods and valuables’, 
the Roscommon Herald said. The newspaper reported two 
such raids in the Ballymote District during the last week of 
January 1923. The Bunninadden area of south Sligo was, it 
seems, particularly subject to lawlessness during the early 
days of 1923. This area had been a centre of agrarian trouble 
during the whole 1921-23 period, with two landowners in the 
area, Charles Phibbs and J. Ormsby Cooke subject to particular 
attention.

Areas of woods there were totally destroyed during January, 
with the timber being ‘cut down and carried away openly by 
anyone and everyone’. ‘It certainly illustrates the strange times 
that we are passing through when a man can scarcely call his 
soul his own’, said the report in the Roscommon Herald. In 
early February the same newspaper reported that armed and 
disguised men had raided several houses in the area between 
Bunninadden and Gurteen, stealing guns, cash and goods: 
‘That the raiding spirit is abroad there can be no doubt and it is 
certainly not confined to any particular district’, the newspaper 
commented, adding that for each incident reported there were 
probably at least two others not spoken about, ‘many people 
preferring to suffer in silence rather than let the public know of 
their victimisation’. The Sligo Champion reported that ‘armed 
raiders have been operating in the Bunninadden area for some 
time past giving the people of that district a lively and by no 
means a pleasant time’.

It appears to have been mid-1923 before this area was taken 
in hand. In June, 1923 Alec McCabe suggested the sending 
down to the Bunninadden area of some Oriel House men to 
try to curb the ‘gang of armed marauders’. This was done and 
Doddy, (Possibly John Joe Doddy, Reg. No. 295) a native of 
the Ballymote area, was sent with a group who arrested three 
or four men thought to have been involved. A request from 
McCabe to allow the Oriel House men further time in the 
Bunninadden area was turned down. Statistics on raids on post 
offices, mail cars and postmen for the period February 1922 
to June 1923 show that the big increase in numbers of raids 
coincided with the civil war period, July 1922 to March 1923. 
There was an average of 21 such raids per month during this 
period, with December 1922 recording the greatest number of 
raids per month with 47 raids in the county. Raids per month 
for the immediate pre-Civil War period averaged little over 
three per month and March 1923 was the last month with 
a significant number of such raids. These figures show very 
little overspill of post office raids after the end of the civil war. 
How many of these raids were carried out by IRA members 
acting officially, collecting money or searching mails for 
incriminating correspondence is not known. It is very possible 
and more than likely that many such raids must have been 
the work of IRA members acting independently in their own 
interest, while others were the actions of criminals taking 
advantage of the unsettled times. No matter the reason, the 
Civic Guard and later, An Garda Síochána saw those difficult 
days through and brought a new and successful system of law 
and order to this land.

Happy Anniversary to An Garda Síochána.

Garda Directory 1925 Both Buildings occupy the former site of Wine Street RIC Barracks

SLIGO STATION

WHEN OUR COUNTRY WAS AT WAR

A DIFFERENT KIND OF LOVE WAS IN THE AIR ON THURSDAY FEBRUARY 14TH 2013 WHEN I PASSED OUT 
OF TEMPLEMORE GARDA TRAINING COLLEGE AS A RESERVE GARDA. ON THAT DAY WE WERE TOLD BY 
THE THEN GARDA COMMISSIONER MARTIN CALLINAN AND MINISTER FOR JUSTICE ALAN SHATTER TO 
LOVE THE COMMUNITY IN WHICH WE SERVE AND TO GET INVOLVED IN LOCAL GROUPS, CLUBS ETC.

I listened intently and made it my business to get 
entrenched in the mid-Louth community where I 
was posted. I also decided to join some Garda clubs 

and get involved in the wider Garda community. The 
IPA Cycling Club website directed me to their HQ, in 
my home town of Dundalk, and I made contact with the 
Club founder Neil O’Malley, (of IPA Pistol Club fame). 

It is six years now since I first donned the original black 
stealth IPACC jersey and I am still going out regularly 
on group events with the Club. I have made some truly 
great friends in this club. As a teacher, our mid-term 
break in February provides an opportunity for a Club 
spin to the Limerick Greenway. 

The biggest compliment I can give the Club and its 
members is that no one has ever taken any issue with 
my being a ‘Reserve Garda’, on or off the bike and I am 
made as welcome as any other member. Indeed, the 
Club has shown their confidence in me by selecting me 
to prepare the IPACC articles for publication, resulting in 
my name appearing in the IPACC articles you see in the 
magnificent IPA Journal. Can’t remember how that came 
about but I pity IPA editor Joe Lynch who must have a 
few extra grey hairs as a result.

I look forward to expanding my relationship with the 
IPA through my imminent involvement with the IPA 
Garda Motorcycle Club. That Club’s AGM takes place 
in April in Waterford; my room is booked and leathers 
ready. Through this group, I came across a wonderful 
bikers group known as Blue Knights International, who 
are doing wonderful things for the Little Blue Heroes 
charity, by providing child sized motorbikes, all done 
up in the Garda livery. I look forward to increased 
involvement with the Little Blue Heroes, for whom I 
completed a 1,000km fundraising cycle last August. 
It was an honour to be asked by Ashbourne Gardaí 

to accompany them as they presented the Honorary 
Gardaí with special Garda uniforms. It really was heart-
warming to be a part of that and I thank all involved in 
making it happen and the team at the Little Blue Heroes 
foundation who make all this possible. Last year, we 
were honoured to organise a special IPACC event in 
which we cycled the Limerick Greenway, raising funds 
for that charity. 

IPA involvement extends beyond the shores of Ireland 
and last year I was fortunate to travel to Sicily and 
stay in an IPA house there. The house is expertly and 
excellently managed by Francesco Carbone who went 
above and beyond to make my girlfriend Cathy and I 
feel very welcome in his country. We even got a guided 
tour of the area by the President of IPA Sicily, Antonio 
Guagliardo. Grazia Millie to both men. 

The IPA community and the Clubs of the Association 
are far reaching. More than anything, the friendly 
welcome is humbling and makes it a great honour to 
be a part of the Association. There is also great pride in 
having the IPA logo attached to our sport apparel. 

Finally, I say a massive thank you to everyone involved 
in getting the word of our endeavours into the public 
domain through social medial and the IPA Journal. I 
mention especially Joe Lynch, outgoing Editor of this 
magazine, who takes my raw material, moulding it into 
the readable articles you see. Joe’s professionalism 
deserves special mention, as he moves on after thirteen 
years at the helm of the IPA Publications. I send Joe 
every good wish for the future.

Finally, in the coming months of this Garda 
Centenary year, I hope to extend my IPA Club 
membership through both the IPAGMC and the IPA 
Camera and Photography Club. Can’t wait!

INTO THE COMMUNITY

From Templemore to the 
heart of the community
A reserve Garda’s experience
by Conor McCaughley
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were honoured to organise a special IPACC event in 
which we cycled the Limerick Greenway, raising funds 
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and last year I was fortunate to travel to Sicily and 
stay in an IPA house there. The house is expertly and 
excellently managed by Francesco Carbone who went 
above and beyond to make my girlfriend Cathy and I 
feel very welcome in his country. We even got a guided 
tour of the area by the President of IPA Sicily, Antonio 
Guagliardo. Grazia Millie to both men. 

The IPA community and the Clubs of the Association 
are far reaching. More than anything, the friendly 
welcome is humbling and makes it a great honour to 
be a part of the Association. There is also great pride in 
having the IPA logo attached to our sport apparel. 

Finally, I say a massive thank you to everyone involved 
in getting the word of our endeavours into the public 
domain through social medial and the IPA Journal. I 
mention especially Joe Lynch, outgoing Editor of this 
magazine, who takes my raw material, moulding it into 
the readable articles you see. Joe’s professionalism 
deserves special mention, as he moves on after thirteen 
years at the helm of the IPA Publications. I send Joe 
every good wish for the future.

Finally, in the coming months of this Garda 
Centenary year, I hope to extend my IPA Club 
membership through both the IPAGMC and the IPA 
Camera and Photography Club. Can’t wait!

INTO THE COMMUNITY

From Templemore to the 
heart of the community
A reserve Garda’s experience
by Conor McCaughley
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THE LEGAL VIEW 

by Michael Daly, 
Barrister at Law

P
ho

to
 b

y 
Ti

ng
ey

 In
ju

ry
 L

aw
 F

ir
m

 o
n 

U
ns

p
la

sh
  

The State v 
Felix McMullen

INTRODUCTION

The events that arose prior to the death of Garda 
O’Halloran were established in evidence. The 
appellants (McMullen and Jordan) agreed a 

plan to carry out a raid at the National Irish Bank in 
Baltinglass, Co Wicklow. They engaged a taxi-cab in 
Dublin at about midday on the 28th January 1924 and 
were driven to the location of the robbery. Both were 
armed with a loaded revolver. 

Having arrived, they drove to the Post Office and one 
of them enquired about the availability of a telephone. 
On learning that there was none, they drove to the 
bank and made a similar enquiry and discovered that 
there was no telephone nearer than Dunlavin. Having 
assured themselves that they had nothing to fear from 
the telephone, they drove back to the Post Office 
where they left the car standing, facing in the direction 
of Dublin. They then returned on foot to the bank, 
entered it and produced their revolvers. 

The safe was in the private office of the manager 
called the boardroom. At the time of the raid there, 
the manager was there with a customer. Jordan went 
to the door of this room and with the revolver in 
hand, pointed it at the manager and shouted “Hands 
up! Hand over your Keys.” McMullen came inside the 
counter behind Jordan and was holding his revolver 
covering a bank teller. The manager drew a pistol from 
his pocket and at first pointed it an McMullen and then 
at Jordan but found himself looking down the barrell of 
McMullen’s revolver. A shot was discharged that hit the 
manager in the side and brought him to the ground. 

It was said on behalf of McMullen that this revolver 
went off on accidentally as the result of jostling and 
that that he did not deliberately fire at the manager. 
When the manger shouted for help McMullen 
threatened to blow his brains out if he did not “shut 
up”. The Manager’s wife, hearing the commotion, ran 
out of the bank to get help. McMullen closed he bank 
door at this point. 

The shot had attracted the attention of people in 
houses on the opposite side of the street and one of 
them went to the barracks. One of them gave a Colt 

Michael Daly, Barrister at Law outlines the legal points that arose in the case of The State v 
Felix McMullen. This concerned the killing of Garda Patrick O’Halloran on the 29th January 
1924. He was the third Garda Officer to be killed in the line of duty since the foundation of 
An Garda Siochana in 1922.
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automatic pistol which he had 
loaded, but with the safety catch 
on, to Guard O’Halloran who had 
arrived at the bank. The Guard 
knocked on the bank door for 
admittance and failing to get in, 
blew his whistle. While he was 
being handed the pistol the two 
robbers, ran out of the bank. 
The uniformed Guard called on 
them to halt but they continued 
running. He pursued and started 
gaining upon them. 

 In order to reach their waiting 
car, they had to run a distance 
along the street and over a bridge. 
There were eye witnesses who gave 
evidence on this aspect. One said 
they were running backwards. Two 
others said, that at the critical time, 
McMullen turned round towards the 
Guard and fired as he was closing 
in on them.

McMullen made a signed 
statement to a detective in which 
he said:“We left the bank and ran 
across the street. When we were 
running across the street, I put the 
gun behind my back and fired a 
shot. We went to the car, which was 
at the Post Office and came back 
to Dublin. I did not know that the 
Civic Guard was wounded until I 
seen (sic) it in the papers new day.”.

No eye witnesses corroborated 
this account of the manner in which 
the shot was fired.

LEGAL PROCEEDINGS

McMullen and Jordan were tried 
before Mr. Justice O’Shaughnessy 
at the Central Criminal Court, 
Dublin on the 7th and 8th July 
1924 for the wilful murder of 
Guard O’Halloran (hereinafter 
called the “first trial”). The jury 
retired at one o’clock and were 
finally discharged at half past 
three for failure to agree upon a 
verdict. The jury returned to the 
Court on three occasions seeking 

directions on whether the charge 
could be reduced from murder to 
manslaughter. The Presiding Judge 
told them this was not possible. 
They were discharged at half past 
three having failure to agree upon 
a verdict. 

At the opening of the second trial, 
on the 10th July, 1924, the presiding 
Judge was the same one who had 
presided over the first trial. Counsel 
for the accused objected to their 
being put on trial again on a charge 
of murder but the objection was 
again over-ruled. At the close of 
the prosecution case the Judge 
again ruled that the question 
of manslaughter was not open. 
The jury found McMullen guilty 
of murder and was sentenced to 
death. He was hanged in Mountjoy 
on the 1st. August 1924. Jordan was 
acquitted.

ISSUES FOR COURT OF 
CRIMINAL APPEAL

On an appeal to the Court of 
Criminal Appeal, it was argued 
on behalf of McMullen, that upon 

a trial for wilful murder, the jury 
has an absolute right to return a 
manslaughter verdict no matter 
what the evidence may be. The trial 
Judge, no matter how perverse 
such a verdict may be, has no 
power or legal authority to prevent 
it being given. 

The Court held that Mc Mullen 
could be arraigned before a second 
jury on the charge of murder and 
if convicted the verdict is valid and 
legal. It went on to hold that the 
first jury had not agreed upon a 
verdict and that until they had done 
so, the discharge of the jury was a 
matter within the discretion of the 
trial Judge alone. His decision was 
not open to review.

When there is no evidence of 
manslaughter before the court a 
judge is entitled to withdraw it 
from the jury and direct that their 
verdict must be guilty or not guilty 
of murder. Counsel for McMullen 
was not entitled, in disregard of the 
judge’s directions, to invite the jury 
to find a verdict on an issue not 
before them.

We left the bank and ran across the street, I 
put the gun behind my back and fired a shot.
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CELEBRATING GARDA JUBILEES 

As replacement for the first time joiners 
almost 11,000 men and women joined the 
Gardaí between 1952 and 1972. These 
were better educated, more discerning and 
less condescending than previous recruits. 
The Garda Golden Jubilee was celebrated 
in mid-June 1972.

The Irish independent wrote. ‘A half 
century of history was bridged in a morning 
when the resuscitated Garda band blazed its 
way proudly to Dublin’s Mount Argus Church 
for a memorable concelebrated Mass which 
opened two days of elaborate ceremonies to 
mark the Garda Golden Jubilee. 

‘Serving and retired members joined The 
President, An Taoiseach, Cardinal Conway, 
Cabinet ministers, Church and Opposition 
leaders to hear the Mass concelebrated by 
50 priests – all sons of serving men or former 

members of the Gardaí. Thousands lined the 
streets as the Gardaí turned out in style on 
their very special day. 

‘The chief celebrant was the Archbishop 
of Dublin Most Reverend Doctor Ryan, and 
pride of place were the newly formed 50 
strong Garda Choir who made their first 
Dublin appearance. 

‘The lessons were read by men separated by 
50 years of service -Mr Peter Shiels, a former 
sergeant and founder member as well as new 
recruit Garda Daniel Brislane. 

On Wednesday 14 June 1972, 500 
Gardaí drawn from each Garda division 
and including 200 first time joiners under 
the command of Chief Superintendent 
Michael Enright were led by the Garda 
Band into the Church of The Holy 
Family, Aughrim Street, Dublin. Reverend 
Father Barry Wymes, son of the Garda 
commissioner Michael J Wymes was the 
chief celebrant. 

‘The total attendance numbered 1,800, 
including numerous first time joiners’. 

The Irish Independent continued. 
‘Of late the poor conditions, severe 

discipline and low pay of Gardaí which 
caused the Conroy Commission to be set up 
have been somewhat alleviated. The Justice 
Minister, Mr. O’Malley has promised to 
increase their present inadequate number. 

‘In the present troubled times, 
improvements are the least that can be done 
for a force upon which the brunt of many 
Government policies will fall. 

‘It is worth remembering that one of the 
marks of an independent nation is the right 
to make its own laws for its own people and 
to have these supported by its own police. 

‘For fifty years the Garda Síochána have 
proved themselves worthy of their role’. 

THE FIRST MONTH OF OUR GARDA CENTENARY WAS NO SOONER ON THE CALENDAR, WHEN GENIAL JOE 
LYNCH, EDITOR OF THIS MAGAZINE TASKED ME TO WRITE A PIECE FOR THIS SPECIAL CENTENARY EDITION. 

JOE’S REQUEST WAS TIMELY AS I HAD BEEN RESEARCHING THE EARLIER GENERATIONS OF GARDAÍ, AND WAS 
CONSCIOUS OF THE RECENT MESSAGE BY THE IPA INTERNATIONAL PRESIDENT; PIERRE-MARTIN MOULIN WHO 
WROTE THE FOLLOWING:

CELEBRATING 
GARDA JUBILEES
‘LET US HOPE THAT IN THE MIDST OF OUR 
FESTIVAL OF RENEWAL EACH OF US IN IPA WILL 
MAKE OUR OWN IMPORTANT CONTRIBUTION’

The first generation of Gardaí served 
between 1922 and the early 1950’s. Garda 
Sergeant, archivist and esteemed author, 
Gregory Allen was one of those who 
acknowledged our Silver Jubilee. He wrote; 

‘In 1947 when I put off the green uniform 
of Oglaigh na hEireann for the blue of An 
Garda Síochána the first generation of Gardaí 
had reached their Silver Jubilee as Guardians 
of the Peace of Ireland. 

‘If they were aware of the event, there was 
little talk about it. It passed without notice. 
Even the newspapers paid no heed. 

‘Those gardaí were God fearing men, fathers 
of growing families, tilling vast plots in off 
duty daylight hours, making and mending 
with resourceful wives to educate their 
children. 

‘They were justified in the rearing of 
disciplined daughters and sons with many of 
their children progressing in the public service 
and the commercial life of the nation. Many 
families were distinguished by the priests and 
religious vocations given to the church – a 
great Irish Garda tradition. 

‘As exemplary citizens in their Garda role, 
members were faithful to their calling, silent 
and contemplative, often struggling to 
maintain standards of professional and social 
deportment higher than their meagre salaries 
allowed’. 

The above precis comes from a major 
presentation; Discovering the Policeman 
in Irish History, which Sergeant Allen 
delivered to the Irish Society for Archives. 
Fortunately, it was published in the Police 
Friendship IPA magazine in 1976. 

Cover of 1976 Police Friendship Magazine.

By Tim Doyle

CELEBRATING GARDA JUBILEES 

The Irish Times commented. 
‘The ideal upon which An Garda Síochána 

was founded is not easy to explain to today’s 
young people. In a sense they cannot be 
blamed for seeing the Garda’s impartiality as 
a mindless and unquestionable support for 
the Establishment- whoever it happens to be. 

‘The reputation which the Gardaí built 
up for itself in the formative years of our 
State, and during the difficult years of the 
Emergency has been allowed to tarnish 
through the interference and neglect of 
successive governments. 

‘The results for the Garda Síochána 
have been particularly odious. The Garda 
commissioner should be answerable to an 
Authority, not the Minister for Justice. The 
Justice department should have no more 
than a basic administrative responsibility 
over the Gardaí. 

‘It is significant that Judge Conroy’s 
Commission; the only people to examine the 
Force’s role since the setting up of the state 
recommended a revision of this relationship. 

‘The 1922 men who entered the 
communities, towns and villages of Eire were 
not coming as police of the Government or of 
Cumann Na nGael. 

‘The Government of the day were 
sufficiently broadminded to know that the 
Gardaí needed to be the people’s police. The 
police of a particular party or faction would 
have failed to gain the trust of a bitterly 
divided communities. 

‘If we are ever to see an united Ireland, the 
same generosity will be required to make it 
work’. 

The Irish Press wrote. ‘Exactly 50 years 
ago our State and the Civic Guards were 
formed. Today there are between 7,000 
and 8,000 police, but they are now An 
Garda Síochána. Their title is their motto…
Protectors of the Peace… 

‘There is something fitting about the Garda 
decision to mark its fiftieth anniversary with 
commemorative ceremonies. The echo of 
marching feet, the hymnal chants in church 
and cathedral, the remembrance of their 
fallen are all part of a Commemoration 
as deliberate and dignified as the Garda 
themselves executing their duties in the 
cause of the people they had sworn to 
protect’. 

A notable record of the occasion was a 
sixty six page brochure which included 
dozens of black and white photographs of 
serving and retired Gardaí marching to and 
attending con-celebrated masses at Mount 
Argus and St. Patrick’s Cathedral. Also 

included were Garda Choir, Drill and Motor 
Cycling displays, as well as the poignant 
presentation of Scott medals to Garda Paul 
Firth and Deirdre Fallon; widow of Garda 
Richard Fallon who had been murdered on 
duty in April 1970. 

On the 17 August 1997, Gardaí 
celebrated its Diamond jubilee with 
an interfaith Mass in the St Patrick’s 
Cathedral, immediately followed by the 
official opening of the Garda Archive 
Museum in the Record Tower. Dublin 
Castle. 

Following a reception in St Patrick’s 
Hall, Dublin Castle, guests assembled 
at the Lower Yard, where they viewed a 
re-enactment of the historic take-over by 
the Civic Guards under the leadership of 
Commissioner Michael Staines. 

Later, Commissioner Pat Byrne recalled 
the Garda foundation and named the ten 
surviving members. 

The Commissioner stated. ‘As Honorary 
President of the Garda Historical Society 
now entering its third year, I wish all 
members every success and look forward 
with pride to a year of celebration. 

Comissioner Byrne advocated a change 
of emphasis for Gardaí; from a Garda 
force to a Garda service, and the further 
development of Gardaí by investing in 
human and technological resources to 
meet the demands of the public it serves. 

On the 18th February and 6th December 
1997 An Post issued two special stamps 
to commemorate the Garda anniversary. 
These included the depiction of the Garda 
badge as well as three uniform Gardaí and 
the Irish Republic’s official emblem. 

Finally, during their formative years, 
Gardaí dealt with the Irish Civil War which 
wreaked havoc on our fledgeling State, 
while the recent Covid pandemic stretched 
the forbearance of everyone. 

My wish is that the spirit of Garda 
comradeship will remain ever-present 
and sustain us to the next centenary. 
With best wishes to An Garda Síochána 
in celebrating the 100th Anniversary of 
the force. 

Above: Cover picture of 
Golden Jubilee Brochure

Right: 75th Anniversary 1922-
1997 Souvenir programme

Thomas Boland No. 520. 
T. J. McNamee No. 916. 
Michael Comer No. 1051. 
William Hanley No. 1539. 
Charles Clarke No. 1970. 
Charles Cassidy No. 2114. 
Thomas O Flynn No. 2114. 
Michael Maguire No. 2473. 
John Roche No. 2476. 
Richard Meehan. No. 2765. 
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had reached their Silver Jubilee as Guardians 
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‘As exemplary citizens in their Garda role, 
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delivered to the Irish Society for Archives. 
Fortunately, it was published in the Police 
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The Irish Times commented. 
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young people. In a sense they cannot be 
blamed for seeing the Garda’s impartiality as 
a mindless and unquestionable support for 
the Establishment- whoever it happens to be. 

‘The reputation which the Gardaí built 
up for itself in the formative years of our 
State, and during the difficult years of the 
Emergency has been allowed to tarnish 
through the interference and neglect of 
successive governments. 

‘The results for the Garda Síochána 
have been particularly odious. The Garda 
commissioner should be answerable to an 
Authority, not the Minister for Justice. The 
Justice department should have no more 
than a basic administrative responsibility 
over the Gardaí. 

‘It is significant that Judge Conroy’s 
Commission; the only people to examine the 
Force’s role since the setting up of the state 
recommended a revision of this relationship. 

‘The 1922 men who entered the 
communities, towns and villages of Eire were 
not coming as police of the Government or of 
Cumann Na nGael. 

‘The Government of the day were 
sufficiently broadminded to know that the 
Gardaí needed to be the people’s police. The 
police of a particular party or faction would 
have failed to gain the trust of a bitterly 
divided communities. 

‘If we are ever to see an united Ireland, the 
same generosity will be required to make it 
work’. 

The Irish Press wrote. ‘Exactly 50 years 
ago our State and the Civic Guards were 
formed. Today there are between 7,000 
and 8,000 police, but they are now An 
Garda Síochána. Their title is their motto…
Protectors of the Peace… 

‘There is something fitting about the Garda 
decision to mark its fiftieth anniversary with 
commemorative ceremonies. The echo of 
marching feet, the hymnal chants in church 
and cathedral, the remembrance of their 
fallen are all part of a Commemoration 
as deliberate and dignified as the Garda 
themselves executing their duties in the 
cause of the people they had sworn to 
protect’. 

A notable record of the occasion was a 
sixty six page brochure which included 
dozens of black and white photographs of 
serving and retired Gardaí marching to and 
attending con-celebrated masses at Mount 
Argus and St. Patrick’s Cathedral. Also 

included were Garda Choir, Drill and Motor 
Cycling displays, as well as the poignant 
presentation of Scott medals to Garda Paul 
Firth and Deirdre Fallon; widow of Garda 
Richard Fallon who had been murdered on 
duty in April 1970. 

On the 17 August 1997, Gardaí 
celebrated its Diamond jubilee with 
an interfaith Mass in the St Patrick’s 
Cathedral, immediately followed by the 
official opening of the Garda Archive 
Museum in the Record Tower. Dublin 
Castle. 

Following a reception in St Patrick’s 
Hall, Dublin Castle, guests assembled 
at the Lower Yard, where they viewed a 
re-enactment of the historic take-over by 
the Civic Guards under the leadership of 
Commissioner Michael Staines. 

Later, Commissioner Pat Byrne recalled 
the Garda foundation and named the ten 
surviving members. 

The Commissioner stated. ‘As Honorary 
President of the Garda Historical Society 
now entering its third year, I wish all 
members every success and look forward 
with pride to a year of celebration. 

Comissioner Byrne advocated a change 
of emphasis for Gardaí; from a Garda 
force to a Garda service, and the further 
development of Gardaí by investing in 
human and technological resources to 
meet the demands of the public it serves. 

On the 18th February and 6th December 
1997 An Post issued two special stamps 
to commemorate the Garda anniversary. 
These included the depiction of the Garda 
badge as well as three uniform Gardaí and 
the Irish Republic’s official emblem. 

Finally, during their formative years, 
Gardaí dealt with the Irish Civil War which 
wreaked havoc on our fledgeling State, 
while the recent Covid pandemic stretched 
the forbearance of everyone. 

My wish is that the spirit of Garda 
comradeship will remain ever-present 
and sustain us to the next centenary. 
With best wishes to An Garda Síochána 
in celebrating the 100th Anniversary of 
the force. 

Above: Cover picture of 
Golden Jubilee Brochure

Right: 75th Anniversary 1922-
1997 Souvenir programme
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O N A DAY-V I S I T TO T H E G A R DA CO L L E G E S O M E Y E A R S AG O W H I L E I N VO LV E D I N T H E 
O RG A N I S I N G O F A 50T H A N N I V E R S A RY F U N CT I O N F O R T H E R E U N I O N O F M Y C LA S S M AT E S O F 
1967, I  WA S I N T RO D U C E D TO T H E ‘F A M O U S’ N O M I N A L RO L L (N R) B Y S E RG E A N T J O H N R E Y N O L D S 
W H O, I N 2002, H A D I N I T I AT E D T H E E XC E L L E N T, N OW LAT E A N D M U C H-LA M E N T E D G A R DA 
M U S E U M AT T H E CO L L E G E. 

Sergeant John Reynolds is a 
historian, author of several books 
and, in this landmark year for the 

force, is the Centenary Coordinator with 
the Deputy Commissioner of Policing and 
Security. A case of the right man in the 
right place. Prior to that day-visit, I had 
been present at the College Museum on 
several occasions when retired members 
visited and it was always interesting 
to watch member’s reactions when the 
Nominal Roll was displayed. The members 
would inevitably gather around the record, 
searching for their own entries within the 
pages. There’s just something about the 
written word!

The Nominal Roll covered the attestation 
of 13,628 members of An Garda Síochána, 
with the first member, Reg. No. 09081 
recorded in January, 1943 and the final, 
Reg. No. 23829 in November, 1983. It 

included those trained at HQ, Phoenix Park 
and at the Training Centre Templemore in 
that timeframe, with no specific mention of 
the change of venue. It consisted of 13,289 
males and 339 females. 

The actual roll was in a fragile state, after 
so many years of handling, so I decided 
to transcribe its details into Microsoft 
Excel. This makes the information easily 
available to anyone researching the period 
covered by that book, while protecting the 
book itself from further excessive handling.

The fact that there were approximately 
500 pages of information presented 
difficulties when searching for individual 
members. For a quick search, it was 
necessary to know the class and year 
of joining. Given that there were 
approximately 2,400 different surnames 
(including variants; O’, Mac, Mc, etc.) and 

428 forenames, with some entries showing 
up to four forenames, an easy search would 
be the exception. The use of this Excel 
database certainly will make that search 
process easier. 

‘A Survey of Irish Surnames 1992-1997’ 
by Sean J. Murphy [ucd.academia.edu/
SeanMurphy] is well worth a read for 
anyone with even a passing interest in 
Irish surnames. The ten most common 
names in Ireland from Sean Murphy’s 
1992-1997 survey were 1. Murphy; 2. (O)
Kelly; 3. Walsh(e); 4. (O)Connor; 5. (O)
Sullivan; 6. (O)Byrne; 7. (O)Brien; 8. Ryan; 
9. Smith/Smyth; 10. (O)Neill. Note that the 
list of names includes variations, including 
those with and without the ‘O’. Figures 
from the Nominal Roll show the order as 
1. (O)Sullivan; 2. Murphy; 3. (O)Connor; 4. 
Walsh(e); 5. (O)Kelly; 6. Ryan; 7. (O)Brien; 
8. (O)Byrne; 9. Smith/Smyth; 10. (O)Neill. 

GARDA ENROLMENT JANUARY 1943 TO NOVEMBER 1983 BROUGHT TO BOOK.
SUBSTANTIAL HISTORY IN A NOMINAL ROLL

GARDA NOMINAL ROLL

by 
John Dwyer

The top two names by virtue of frequency, 
i.e. (O)Sullivan and Murphy account for 
231 and 210 entries respectively. The ten 
most common names in the Nominal Roll 
account for 1,497 of the 13,628 members 
or almost 11% of the total.

The work of transcribing the entries into 
a MS Excel spreadsheet took a few years. 
It records the entries relative to 13,628 
Gardaí. Interestingly, some members who 
had resigned and later re-joined received 
a new registered number, making two 
entries for same member. This could have 
happened at least four times over the 
41 years covered. To simplify the process, 
letters following the Registered Numbers 
were omitted. Unfortunately, eight of the 
original entries in the Nominal Roll were 
totally illegible due to wear and tear of 
the document.

Owing to the previous allocation of Reg. 
Nos. 11141 to 12600 within the D.M.P., 
these 1,460 numbers were not used by An 
Garda Síochána. The gap is noted in the 
spreadsheet with a red fill in row 2061 
and a green fill in row 2062.

Female members were assigned a 
different Reg. No. system beginning in 
July, 1959 with 00001W and ending in 
April, 1983 with 00339E. This method of 
defining female members ceased in 1990, 
coinciding with the dropping of the Ban 
Garda designation. 

Headings in the original NR included 
Batch No. and usually the number of 
recruits attested and the date(s). The 
columns showed Reg No; Name; Date 
Appointed; and Allocation. A further 
column was added in February, 1962, 
giving brief details of Part II training which 
is not included in the Excel database, 
which features five columns for the names; 
surname and up to four Forenames, to 
allow for easier sorting by filters. 

The inclusion of Batch Nos. began in 
January 1943. This was discontinued in 
June, 1971 -Batch No. 161. While a Batch 
No. was usually assigned to a Class, at 
times an individual member might get his/
her own Batch No. 

In compiling the database, I considered 
it fitting to include additional columns 
to acknowledge the sacrifices made by 
members included on the Roll of Honour 
and recipients of Scott medals, including 
the type of medal and year of the award. 

For cross reference and ease of access 
in the digital record, I include a N.R. Ref 
Page, giving page number of original NR 
where the Class details of the member 
can be found.

Status: Deceased, Resigned, etc including 
Address (County only) or Station and date 
is also included. 

Sources
Literally hundreds of magazines, 

including Iris An Gharda, Garda Review 
and Síocháin {Magazine of the Garda 
Síochána Retired Members Association 
[GSRMA] were trawled for Retirements, 
Resignations and Deaths. However, large 
gaps exist in the information because, 
among other things, not all such events 
were reported in any publication.

 As well as that, all Garda Reviews from 
1994, 1998 to 2009 are not available. 
I trust that at some future date, those 
gaps can be filled. It should be possible 
to create links to photographs (various 
sources) which can be accessed via the 
database, when more of the historic 
documents from the era are digitised. 
Many thanks to the good people in the 
Garda College, Harrington Street and the 
Garda Museum at Dublin Castle for their 
kind assistance in accommodating my 
research efforts over the years. 

Reg. No. Calculator
My understanding of the letter tacked on 
to the Reg. No. was that it was required 
for computing purposes. A formula was 
developed which generated the letter 
by doing several calculations, all done 
by hand. I did a little app in MS Excel to 
simplify the process which can be found 
in the workbook. Apart from the letter “W”, 
used in completing Reg. Nos. for a limited 
number of female members, the only other 
letters employed in completing the Reg. 
Nos. were the eleven letters from A to M 
excluding I and J. 

When looking through the Nominal Roll 
and particularly the Status column listing 
Resignations, Retirements and Deaths, 
you may notice that an inordinate number 
of these events appear to have occurred 
on the first of the month. The reason for 
this is that the exact date of event (Garda 
Review, in particular, prior to 1989) was not 
specified, therefore, I chose the first day of 
the relevant month for sorting purposes. In 
earlier times, Reg. Nos. were not recorded 
in reports and this practice continued for 
some time for Inspectors and higher ranks. 

Apparently, the perceived wisdom 
in the late 1960s/1970s was that the 
average lifespan of a Garda retiring 
at the maximum age of 63 years back 
in the day was only eighteen months. 
Thankfully, there does not appear to 
be any statistics to back up this grim 
outlook, and we know that with the 
earlier retirement age of 57 for the lower 
ranks, many live long and fruitful lives 
into really advanced years. Another little 
piece of perceived wisdom was that a 
member had to live for up to seven years 
following retirement just to recoup the 
contributions he/she had made to the 
pension scheme. I’m sure someone into 
financial calculations will know if such 
is the case. In the meantime, I have no 
reason to doubt it.

GARDA NOMINAL ROLL
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HEALTH MATTERS - IRISH AND THEIR LEADING WAYS

FOR MANY YEARS WE HAVE BEEN WELCOMED TO THE UNITED STATES BY IRISH SOCIETIES IN VARIOUS 
POLICE DEPARTMENTS, INCLUDING THE NYPD, LVPD, SFPD, LAPD ETC. THE INVOLVEMENT OF THE IRISH 
IN AMERICAN FORCES GOES BACK TO THE VERY FOUNDATION OF THE UNITED STATES. THE IRISH AND 
THEIR DESCENDANTS HAVE A LONG TRADITION OF ESTABLISHING ‘IRISH SOCIETIES’ SUCH AS THE 
EMERALD SOCIETY, WHICH PROVIDE SOCIAL GATHERINGS THAT EMBRACE IRISH CULTURE. 

When the Irish arrived in America in large number 
during An Gorta Mór, life in Ireland was perilous and 
America offered some hope of a future. Those who 

made a new life there, found work and enough to eat, were also 
able to send some small assistance home. From Ellis Island, 
they made their way to Irish communities across New York, but 
life was far from easy. Those new arrivals from Ireland were 
considered to be well down the social scale, a view exacerbated 
by the religious and ethnic bigotry that was prevalent and the 
abundance of ‘Irish need not apply’ signs on view remain etched 
on the memory of their ancestors. Living in poor conditions was 
hard, but better than certain death had they stayed in Ireland. 

The Irish community continued to grow and eventually became 
prominent among the minority communities there. In the years 
that followed, the Irish became an influential group, with ever 
increasing numbers joining the police, fire service and military.  
US statistics show that by 2021, more than 30 million Americans 
claim Irish ancestry, with many involved in US politics, where 
they are influential in policy making.  This involvement in 
the life of their adopted country is an Irish tradition that has 
followed Irish communities throughout the world. 

There are many proud NYPD members who are Irish by birth 
and many more with Irish parents, grandparents and great 
grandparents. Quite a number have climbed the ranks to the top 
of the policing system. Over the past decade I have travelled 
throughout the US and have met many of those Irish men and 
women who are introducing changes to policing policy and 
procedures and creating history through the work they are 
doing. 

A perfect example of this can be found in Denis Mulcahy, a 
Cork native from Rockchapel, who started out as a rookie in 
the NYPD after emigrating to the US in 1962. He completed 
his police career as head of the NYPD bomb squad. When 
Denis Mulcahy welcomed me to New York’s St. Patrick’s Day 
celebrations in 2009, he was the honorary Grand Marshall of 
the St Patricks Day parade. Just seven years after Denis left 
Cork, the Troubles began to dominate the daily news here 
at home. This had a huge effect on Denis and he decided to 
work towards effecting positive change so that children on the 
island of Ireland, regardless of religion, political background or 
affiliation could meet together. In 1975, Project Children was 
established by Denis and his brother Pat, who was also living in 
America. The idea behind the project was to take children away 
from the sectarianism, violence and the pervading antagonistic 
atmosphere of Northern Ireland, on a trip to America for a 
period of six weeks respite. This was their plan and through it, 
they impacted positively on a great many lives. The homes of 
Irish and Irish-American people in the US became the children’s 
home during their stay in the US. A documentary named Project 
Children captured the work of this peace-building initiative. 

The first NYC St. Patrick’s Day parade took place in 1762. It 
was put together by the homesick Irish living there and Irishmen 
serving with the British army stationed in bases in NYC. This 
was a time when wearing green was a sign of Irish pride and 
was banned in Ireland, with draconian penalties for anyone 
convicted. In that first parade of 1762, participants felt the
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celebrations in 2009, he was the honorary Grand Marshall of 
the St Patricks Day parade. Just seven years after Denis left 
Cork, the Troubles began to dominate the daily news here 
at home. This had a huge effect on Denis and he decided to 
work towards effecting positive change so that children on the 
island of Ireland, regardless of religion, political background or 
affiliation could meet together. In 1975, Project Children was 
established by Denis and his brother Pat, who was also living in 
America. The idea behind the project was to take children away 
from the sectarianism, violence and the pervading antagonistic 
atmosphere of Northern Ireland, on a trip to America for a 
period of six weeks respite. This was their plan and through it, 
they impacted positively on a great many lives. The homes of 
Irish and Irish-American people in the US became the children’s 
home during their stay in the US. A documentary named Project 
Children captured the work of this peace-building initiative. 

The first NYC St. Patrick’s Day parade took place in 1762. It 
was put together by the homesick Irish living there and Irishmen 
serving with the British army stationed in bases in NYC. This 
was a time when wearing green was a sign of Irish pride and 
was banned in Ireland, with draconian penalties for anyone 
convicted. In that first parade of 1762, participants felt the

HEALTH MATTERS - IRISH AND THEIR LEADING WAYS

freedom to speak Irish, wear green, sing 
Irish songs and play Irish music on the 
pipes to create the rhythm of the march 
of the parade, marching up 5th Avenue 
and past where St Patrick’s cathedral 
now stands (built 1858 and very much 
associated with St. Patrick’s Day).  

Another New York Grand Marshall I had 
the pleasure of meeting was Michael J 
(Mike) Gibbons, who was raised in New 
York City’s borough of the Bronx. Son of a 
County Mayo born father, his mother was 
born and raised in Nova Scotia, Canada 
of Scotch-Irish descent. Mike graduated 
from St. Francis’ College in Brooklyn, 
New York and served in the U.S. Navy. In 
1967, he joined Estée Lauder, Inc., one of 
the world’s leading manufacturers and 
distributors of quality skin-care, makeup, 
fragrance and hair-care products. In his 
career, he served as Vice President of 
Clinique and General Manager of Aramis. 
Another man of Irish decent in America 
who came to the top of his profession; 
he retired as an Executive Vice President 
and General Manager in 2007.   

In my travels, I also met with Paul 
McCormack from Ballybofey, Co. 
Donegal, who had the distinction of 
being the youngest Precinct head in 
NYPD, and who had been working in the 
NYPD at the time of 9/11. Paul’s wife 
was a photographer who took many 
images of the events as they unfolded 
on 9/11.  Paul created an exhibition 
called Ground Zero to document his 
experiences of that day. 

Recently while in touch with my friends 
in Texas, I had the opportunity of speaking 
with the Irish community there and 
discovered that the tradition of the Irish 
joining the police is still going strong, 
with the Irish and Irish-Americans proud 
to serve and protect.  I spoke with officer 
Emmet Long from Oughterard, Co. Galway 
who studied history in NUIG. Being the 
holder of an American passport, he moved 
to the United States where he joined the 
US-Army. He later relocated to Dallas, 
Texas and joined the Dallas police. 

Ireland, through the Irish diaspora 
has provided many leading statesman, 
business leaders and workers in many 
countries around the world. 

The iconic image of construction 
workers in NYC having their lunch on a 
steel beam high above the city streets, 
at a skyscraper construction site, is a 
clear indication that no matter what 
the job, the Irish will get to the top. In 
that picture, dating back to 1932, two of 
those men, one at each end of the girder, 
are said to be Irish immigrants Matty 
O’Shaughnessy and Sonny Glynn, both 
now deceased. 

May our dedication to spreading 
Irish culture and influencing history 
throughout the world continue for 
centuries to come.

US STATISTICS SHOW 
THAT BY 2021, MORE 

THAN 30 MILLION 
AMERICANS CLAIM 

IRISH ANCESTRY

Denis Mulachy and Edel Corcoran

NYC Parade

Back at home, one day while on 
station duty, I had the pleasure of 
meeting Ms. Maureen O’Hara, the 
famous Hollywood actress. It was a 
wonderful experience to hear her tell 
stories of how the Irish survived and 
thrived in America. It is amazing to hear 
even some of the most successful of 
our Irish people abroad say that in their 
retirement, they’d just like to return to 
their homeland. As fantastic as their 
adopted country may be, it is still not 
Ireland, where, in the west that saying; 
‘Is féidir linn’, is still very much alive!  

IN THAT FIRST PARADE OF 1762, 
FREEDOM TO SPEAK IRISH, WEAR GREEN, 
SING IRISH SONGS AND PLAY IRISH MUSIC
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“THE GARDA S ÍOC H ÁN A WILL  SUCCEED,  NOT BY 
FORCE OF AR M S OR N UMBERS ,  BUT BY THEIR  MORAL 
AUTHORITY AS  SE R VANTS OF THE PEOPLE ”

THE ROLL OF HONOUR
We the men and women who pledged to serve good and 

true in the rank and file of An Garda Síochána through the 
turbulent embrionic days of the Irish Free State, evolving 
towards the republic this past century have bourne witness 
through trial and tribulation. We remained constantly 
vigilant night and day, jealously guarding what can best 
be described as ‘the fragile peace’, as the ordinary citizens 
go about their business, unaware in the main of the many 
dangers faced by the members of An Garda Síochána, who 
patrol the highways and bye ways, the high streets and 
alleyways of our neighbourhoods. 

Throughout the course of the past hundred years that 
fragile peace has been shattered more than eighty nine 
times by the untimely violent death of members of the force 
who tragically and traumatically made the ultimate sacrifice, 
forfeiting their lives in the line of duty while shielding us all 
from that threat of danger. 

Let us never forget the price that they paid and that 
exacted on their nearest and dearest or the loss to the 
wider police family and nation so that we can continue to 
bear witness and endure getting on with living out our true 
measure.

As a long-standing member of the IPA who served over half 
my service with pride in the Garda uniform, the remainder 
of my service deployed on various operational units as 
an armed plainclothes detective, sometimes working 
undercover and other times engaged on district detective 
duties, in addition to having served on secondment with 
the United Nations International Police Task Force (UNIPTF) 
in Bosnia & Herzegovina, fulfilling duties while unarmed on 
various assignments as part of Ireland’s commitments to the 
UN, I have regularly been asked quiziqually by foreign police 
colleague’s how we in An Garda Síochána, as a modern police 
force, continued down through the years to fulfil our role as 

an unarmed uniform police force for the most part, while 
confronting well-armed organised crime syndicates and drug 
trafficking gangs, whose stock and trade is dependant on 
violent intimidation, dealing in death to those who oppose 
and stand in their way. 

In reply I always explain the circumstances which led to 
the establishment of An Garda Síochána as an unarmed 
police force, who’s abiding principle was set out by the first 
Commissioner of Police in consultation with the founding 
fathers of the State who agreed that the fledgling national 
police force would enforce the law not by force of arms, but 
by their moral authority as servants of the state with the will of 
the people.

SCOTT MEDAL FOR VALOUR
The concept of awarding the Scott Medal for valour was 

conceived by Colonel Walter Scott, a Canadian philanthropist 
who was inspired by the endeavours of Michael Collins 
and the founding fathers of the new Irish Free State in 1922 
to establish an impartial police force “The Civic Guard”, 
rebranded as Garda Síochána na hÉireann on 8 August 1923, 
as a uniformed service that would inspire the confidence 
of the citizen in the administration of justice following the 
disbandment of the Royal Irish Constabluary that prevailed 
under the previous British administration.

Col. Scott sponsored a $1,000 gold bond, the interest of 
which funded the presentation of the medal for valour to the 
Garda who had performed the most heroic act of bravery in 
any one year. The first recipient was Garda James Mulroy, 
Reg No. 1264, whose medal was presented by Col. Scott at 
a ceremony held at the Garda Depot in the Phoenix Park in 
1924. No action, however heroic, will merit the award of the 
Scott medal unless it takes the shape of an act of personal 
bravery, performed intelligently in the execution of duty 
at imminent risk to the life of the doer, and armed with full 
previous knowledge of the risk involved.

AR SCÁ A CHÉILE
If you ever doubted the ‘three degree of separation’ 

theory or how interconnected we’ve become as a nation, 
then ‘contact tracing’ during the Covid Pandemic proves 
that through family, friends or work colleagues we all live 
in each other’s shadow. In researching this final article as 
a regular columnist I took the occasion to scrutinise those 
listed on the Roll of Honour who were merited as Scott 
Medal recipients.

Coincidentally I have discovered a maternal familial 
connection on the Honour Roll, one Detective Garda John 
Roche, Reg No. 4905, born 1905, a native of Ballybehy South, 
Abbeyfeale, Co. Limerick. He joined the force in 1925 with a 
background in farming and served in Kinnegad, Dungourney, 
Watercourse Road and MacCurtain Street where he was 

An
Spailpín

Name: 
Roche, John

Rank:
Detective Gards

Reg No:
4905

Station: 
UnionQuay, Cork

Years of Service:
17

Commissioner Michael Staines (1885-1955), First Commissioner of An Garda Síochána.

deployed as Food & Drugs Inspector before moving into 
plain clothes Detective Branch at Union Quay in 1937. 
In 1930 John married May O’ Donovan of Ballinascarty, 
Clonakilty, Co. Cork.

On the 3rd January, 1940, D/Garda Roche, 34 years, was 
on surveillances at Patrick Street, Cork with a number 
of colleagues when they intercepted a man whom they 
wanted to question about criminal activities. The man 
produced a revolver and in the course of a struggle 
shot the unarmed detective who was taken to the North 
Infirmary Hospital where he died from his wounds on 4th 
January, leaving a wife and grieving family, having given 17 
years of service to the State.

On the 30th June, 1940 Tomás MacCurtain was found guilty of 
the capital murder of D/Garda Roche and sentenced to hang 
in Mountjoy Jail on 5th July 1940. The authorities and populace 
were conflicted as the condemned man had witnessed as a 
child in 1920, the murder of his father the elected Lord Mayor 
of Cork, by members of the RIC. As Taoiseach, Mr. De Valera 
commuted the death penalty to penal servitude for life, two 
days before MacCurtain was to be hanged. MacCurtain was 
released from jail in 1948 by the new Minister for Justice, 
General Seán MacEoin and became leader of the I.R.A. during 
the 1950s Border Campaign. He later allegedly left the I.R.A. 
disaffected following the first of many splits within the unlawful 
organisation that was to follow.

In my final year in Primary School in 1975 one day during a 
question & answer Confirmation class it suddenly dawned 
on me that we were being indoctrinated in more ways than 
one when the headmaster lost his cool and threatened a 
classmate with expulsion from Fianna na hÉireann, as the 
mask slipped. That incident inspired me to set my sights 
on becoming a Garda detective to combat the madness, 
coupled with my discovery that a regular shadowy figure 
who interrupted our classes to consult with the Principal 
was none other than Tomás Óg MacCurtain (1915-1994). 

Years later I found myself in that very same classroom, 
now transformed as a modern courtroom, swearing oaths in 
advance of giving evidence as a very enlightened detective 
Garda, having discharged all my duties in fulfilling my 
childhood pledge I gcuimhne ar na comhghleacaithe cróga 
a rinne íobairt ar son saoránaigh an phoblacht.

It suddenly dawned on me that we were 
being indoctrinated in more ways than one
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TECHNOBYTE - POLICING IRELANDS CYBERSPACE

by Matt

Makowski

IN THE CONTEXT OF THE LAST 100 YEARS OF POLICING HISTORY IN IRELAND, CYBERCRIME SEEMS 
LIKE A SMALL BLIP WHEN COMPARED TO THE TRADITIONAL CHALLENGES THAT AN GARDA SÍOCHÁNA 
HAS FACED IN THAT TIME. HOWEVER, BEING A RECENT PHENOMENON THAT HAS EMERGED OVER THE 
LAST DECADE OR SO, CYBERCRIME IS PROBABLY THE MOST RAPIDLY DEVELOPING THREAT FOR BOTH 
THE IRISH PUBLIC AND THE SECURITY OF THE IRISH STATE. IN THE LAST FEW YEARS IN PARTICULAR, WE 
HAVE WITNESSED AN UNPARALLELED INTENSIFICATION OF CYBERATTACKS, MOST OF WHICH (BUT NOT 
ALL) ARE FINANCIALLY MOTIVATED. THE MOST RECENT AND MOST SEVERE CHALLENGE WAS THE CONTI 
RANSOMWARE INFECTION OF THE HSE NETWORKS, WHICH PROVED HOW SERIOUS AND SOPHISTICATED 
THE CAPABILITIES OF FOREIGN THREAT ACTORS CAN BE. WITHOUT DOUBT, THERE IS A LOT MORE GOING 
ON IN THE IRISH CYBERSPACE THAT THE GENERAL PUBLIC ARE AWARE OF - ESPECIALLY WHEN IT COMES 
TO CYBER-RELATED OPERATIONS OF HOSTILE, STATE ENABLED OR STATE SPONSORED GROUPS.
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POLICING IRELAND’S CYBERSPACE
THE CHALLENGES FOR AN GARDA SÍOCHÁNA IN 2022 AND BEYOND

Being prepared for what is coming 
next in cyberspace does not 
rely solely on investments in 

new technologies and infrastructure. 
Organisations cannot fight cybercrime 
without the necessary well trained and 
experienced personnel. Furthermore, 
nobody can do it alone - that is why 
international cooperation with the 
European and global partners is essential 
for succeeding in the Irish cyberspace 
policing efforts. With that in mind, I have 
composed a subjective list of challenges 
that lie ahead of An Garda Síochána and 
other Irish State agencies responsible for 
cybersecurity.

STATE SPONSORED CYBER 
WARFARE

While Ireland is a neutral country - 
this does not mean that every other 
country or group perceives us in this way. 
Culturally and economically, Ireland is 
very much part of The West, which means 
that by virtue of those facts alone, we 
are automatically considered to be in 
opposition to many authoritarian regimes 
or rogue states. Besides, given our country’s 
strong ties with the US and the presence of 
many US and multinational corporations 
here, Ireland and its cyberspace are very 
much perceived as a “legitimate target” for 
adverse cyber operations by those opposed 
to ‘The West’. 

This means that everything from 
hacking and data exfiltration attacks, 
disruption of services, state-sponsored 
cybercrime of all sorts, social media 
disinformation campaigns and more 
could be directed at this country. One 
of the main issues with state sponsored 
cyber warfare is the attribution of the 
attack and establishing who exactly 
is behind particular actions. Unlike 
traditional warfare, and state sponsored 
cyber-attacks are effectively acts of war, 
cyberspace has no set borders to cross 
and there are no easily identifiable 
opponents occupying a delineated 
territory. Crucial requirements in 
dealing effectively with these types 
of issues are working partnerships 
between An Garda Síochána and private 
institutions in Ireland - because virtually 
everybody is a stakeholder when it 
comes to cyber safety.

JURISDICTION AND LEGAL ISSUES
The global IT infrastructure is becoming 

more complex, with wider distribution 
and greater decentralisation with each 

passing year. Often, we see information 
systems spread out across many data 
centres, located on different continents; 
cyberattacks against those don’t happen 
in any particular country, but “in the 
cloud”. This creates many ambiguities 
when it comes to responding to cyber 
incidents, like: who exactly is the owner of 
the affected systems? How can individuals 
be held responsible for their actions if 
they commit attacks from non-compliant 
jurisdictions? What can be done if the 
legal processes between Ireland and 
another state are incompatible when it 
comes to responding to cybercrime?

This issue cannot be resolved without 
building strong partnerships between Irish 
State agencies and their counterparts 
abroad. It also requires mutual legal 
agreements and the simplification, 
standardisation and modernisation of 
laws governing cyberspace. In the last few 
years, the Irish government empowered 
An Garda Síochána with some legislation 
in this area - but there are challenges 
to enforcing and executing these laws, 
to enforce and execute these laws, 
especially when it comes to proactive 
efforts outside the State. 

INFRASTRUCTURE 
VULNERABILITIES

This is a very broadly defined challenge 
- but essentially, it concerns absolutely 
every organisation and entity operating in 
Irish cyberspace, as has been highlighted 
numerous times over the past year and 
more, with a number of indiscriminate 
ransomware attacks against both State-
owned and private networks. The evolution 
of ransomware operations towards the 
“ransomware as a service” model and 
beyond means that absolutely anybody 
can be a target.This also means that 
Ireland’s State Agencies, like An Garda 
Síochána and other Departments must 
focus not only on securing the critical 
infrastructure and the government owned 
resources, but they also have to ensure 
that there are as few weak links as possible 
in the whole cybersecurity ecosystem. 

Thousands of smalll and medium 
enterprises often can’t afford to ensure 
their own digital security and safety. 
Country-wide, the progressing and 
adoption of 5G networks is compounding 
the already existing vulnerabilities of 
the IoT (Internet of Things), devices that 
are widely being used in households 
and commercial entities across Ireland. 

Outdated, unsecured and misconfigured 
devices and systems (both IoT and others) 
are often referred to as “digital asbestos” 
- they are so widespread that nobody 
knows their exact count; their exploitation 
by hostile actors can have detrimental 
consequences to organisations and to 
individuals. Policing this sphere requires 
proactive efforts in identifying vulnerable 
systems and assisting their owners 
mitigate the risks before disaster strikes.

SPECIALISED PERSONNEL AND 
RETENTION

One of the most serious challenges for 
An Garda Síochána is the acquisition and 
retention of qualified, experienced staff 
in the fields of cyber incident response, 
network intrusions, malware analysis, 
digital forensics, cybercrime investigations 
and others. The demand for expertise 
is increasing rapidly, and shortages of 
adequately qualified people is creating 
tough competition in all areas, creating 
many challenges in the hiring processes. 
To remediate this problem, an in-depth 
look at An Garda Síochána’s recruitment 
policies in respect of trained personnel 
in this area may be necessary. It would 
take a major change in recruitment policy 
for the organisation to hire specialists 
directly for cybersecurity related roles 
without the prerequisite for such Garda 
members to serve several years in uniform 
in other roles, but this is a fast moving 
area and speed will be of the essence in 
dealing with it.

In today’s world, qualified and 
experienced personnel in this field 
are in much demand in the various 
areas of the private sector where such 
expertise is acknowledged and valued 
accordingly. The increasingly tough 
working conditions during the Covid-19 
pandemic, coupled with the wide 
availability of career opportunities in 
the private sector makes the retention 
of highly qualified specialist even 
more challenging. A multi-layered 
approach to combating this problem 
will always include dedicated specialists 
working in specialist’s roles, and since 
the foundation of the State, An Garda 
Síochána’s most valuable asset has 
always been the brave, dedicated and 
selfless people who make up the force. 

I have no doubt that this will continue 
to be the case and I wish An Garda 
Síochána every success in all aspects of 
their work in the coming years. 
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POLICING IRELAND’S CYBERSPACE
THE CHALLENGES FOR AN GARDA SÍOCHÁNA IN 2022 AND BEYOND
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is increasing rapidly, and shortages of 
adequately qualified people is creating 
tough competition in all areas, creating 
many challenges in the hiring processes. 
To remediate this problem, an in-depth 
look at An Garda Síochána’s recruitment 
policies in respect of trained personnel 
in this area may be necessary. It would 
take a major change in recruitment policy 
for the organisation to hire specialists 
directly for cybersecurity related roles 
without the prerequisite for such Garda 
members to serve several years in uniform 
in other roles, but this is a fast moving 
area and speed will be of the essence in 
dealing with it.

In today’s world, qualified and 
experienced personnel in this field 
are in much demand in the various 
areas of the private sector where such 
expertise is acknowledged and valued 
accordingly. The increasingly tough 
working conditions during the Covid-19 
pandemic, coupled with the wide 
availability of career opportunities in 
the private sector makes the retention 
of highly qualified specialist even 
more challenging. A multi-layered 
approach to combating this problem 
will always include dedicated specialists 
working in specialist’s roles, and since 
the foundation of the State, An Garda 
Síochána’s most valuable asset has 
always been the brave, dedicated and 
selfless people who make up the force. 

I have no doubt that this will continue 
to be the case and I wish An Garda 
Síochána every success in all aspects of 
their work in the coming years. 
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ST. PAUL’S GARDA CREDIT UNION ARE PROUD TO BE ASSOCIATED WITH THE IPA’S 
COMMEMORATION OF THE 100TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE FOUNDATION OF AN GARDA SÍOCHÁNA.

Drawing our membership from 
the same source in An Garda 
Síochána, the IPA and St. 

Paul’s have much in common which 
has cemented our friendship over the 
years. We were both founded by people 
with the altruistic characteristics and 
foresight to create organisations that 
built on the bonds and comradeship 
within An Garda Síochána.

An Garda Síochána was founded 100 
years ago in 1922. The IPA was founded 
in 1950 by Police Sergeant Arthur Troop 
in the United Kingdom and the IPA 
Section Ireland was affiliated on 16th 
September 1955.

The IPA has since evolved into the 
largest police association in the 
world with 372,000 members in 68 
Countries and the IPA Irish Section 
has grown to almost 7,000 members. 
This is testament to the hard work 
and commitment of the executive, 
committees and individuals in the 
IPA who work tirelessly to foster and 
promote the principles of the IPA.

St. Paul’s Garda Credit Union was 
founded in 1967 and has since grown 

to be one of the largest credit unions 
in the country providing one of the 
widest range of services. From small 
beginnings where 13 founding members 
contributed a half-crown each, St. Paul’s 
now has over 33,000 members and over 
€425,000,000 assets.

The IPA motto of ‘Servo per Amikeco’ 
- ‘Service Through Friendship’ is 
remarkably close to the co-operative 
principles on which St. Paul’s Garda 
Credit Union was founded. 

The IPA is a non-governmental 
organisation which aims to create and 
strengthen bonds of friendship between 
members of the police service, and 
promote international cooperation in 
social, cultural and professional fields.

St. Paul’s Garda Credit Union values 
the co-operative principles on which 
we were founded and co-operates 
with other credit unions in the Irish 
League of Credit Unions (ILCU). St. 
Paul’s helps to promote the credit union 
brand nationally and advocates on 
behalf of credit union members with 
the government and regulators through 
the ILCU in a similar manner to the IPA 

Section Ireland co-operating with IPA 
Sections in other countries to promote 
police services.

St. Paul’s is also a member of Credit 
Union Service Organisations (CUSOPS) 
which enable us to provide the full 
range of financial services that you 
would expect from a modern financial 
institution. This includes Debit Cards, 
Mortgages, Current Account and 
Overdraft, and Financial Planning 
services, which are in addition to the 
standard credit union services of Loans, 
Budget Account, and Savings.

Since its foundation, An Garda 
Síochána has developed and changed 
over the years. Changes are to be 
expected and indeed welcomed as 
society develops and modernises from 
that which existed in the fledgling 
Republic of Ireland of 1922.

The centenary of An Garda Síochána 
is an opportune time to look back and 
remember the members who paid 
the ultimate price and gave their lives 
while being Guardians of the Peace. We 
remember their family members and 
their colleagues who live with the pain 

St Paul’s Garda Credit Union
Serving Members of An Garda Síochána Through the Years
by John Ryan

of their loss and we offer them our condolences again at this 
historic time.

An Garda Síochána is like a family in many ways and we all 
feel the loss when one of our brothers or sisters in the force is 
taken from us in tragic circumstances.

There are many examples of different generations of the 
same family line joining An Garda Síochána. St. Paul’s is also 
delighted to welcome family members, in fact we rely on our 
Garda members to be our ambassadors and spread the word 
about St. Paul’s to their families.

Joining St. Paul’s has never been easier since we introduced 
Online Membership Applications. This is available on the St. 
Paul’s Garda Credit Union App or our website stpaulscu.ie.

St. Paul’s Garda Credit Union, like An Garda Síochána, has 
also developed and changed over the years and has been to 
the forefront of the credit union movement in introducing new 
products, services and technology changes.

We have full Online Account access and our St. Paul’s Garda 
Credit Union APP allows you to access your online account on 

your phone or other mobile device. With the App you can 
login biometrically with fingerprint or facial recognition.

You can apply online for loans, upload supporting 
documentation and sign your Credit Agreement online with 
e-signature. You can of course call and speak to one our 
friendly staff who can tailor a loan to suit your requirements 
and take your loan application over the phone at 021-
4313355.

We also have a range of money saving offers with 3rd 
parties for our members. These include Discount Circle K 
and DCI Fuel Cards which give you a 4 cent per litre discount 
on the pump price of motor petrol and diesel, 10% off AXA 
Car and Home Insurance, and up to €400 Cashback if you 
get a loan from St. Paul’s to buy a new Ford or Hyundai car.

St. Paul’s strength and success is due to our members 
loyalty over the years. We believe that our continuous 
engagement with our members, listening to your 
suggestions, and providing the products and services you 
need is core to our success.

While some Banks have announced that they are closing 
and leaving Ireland and others are cutting back their 
services, St. Paul’s remains a constant secure financial 
services provider for you and your family. 

If you are looking for a new Debit Card, Current Account 
or Overdraft we can provide you with a Switching Pack to 
switch your Current Account, Direct Debits and Standing 
Orders to St. Paul’s. You can also link your St. Paul’s Debit 
Card to Apple Pay, Google Pay, and Fitbit Pay to make 
contactless payments, giving you the freedom to securely 
spend, touch-free, without a €50 limit.

For more information on St. Paul’s Garda Credit Union, go 
to our website - stpaulscu.ie - or contact us on 021-4313355 
or enquiries@stpaulscu.ie and our friendly staff will be happy 
to assist you.

Congratulations to all IPA members 
celebrating the Centenary of An Garda 
Síochána. St. Paul’s look forward to 
supporting you as we proudly march into the 
next century of An Garda Síochána.

ST PAULS GARDA CREDIT UNION

Online facilities:

• membership applications

• full account access

• loan application

• upload documentation
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world with 372,000 members in 68 
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The IPA motto of ‘Servo per Amikeco’ 
- ‘Service Through Friendship’ is 
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the ILCU in a similar manner to the IPA 
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Sections in other countries to promote 
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which enable us to provide the full 
range of financial services that you 
would expect from a modern financial 
institution. This includes Debit Cards, 
Mortgages, Current Account and 
Overdraft, and Financial Planning 
services, which are in addition to the 
standard credit union services of Loans, 
Budget Account, and Savings.

Since its foundation, An Garda 
Síochána has developed and changed 
over the years. Changes are to be 
expected and indeed welcomed as 
society develops and modernises from 
that which existed in the fledgling 
Republic of Ireland of 1922.

The centenary of An Garda Síochána 
is an opportune time to look back and 
remember the members who paid 
the ultimate price and gave their lives 
while being Guardians of the Peace. We 
remember their family members and 
their colleagues who live with the pain 
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of their loss and we offer them our condolences again at this 
historic time.

An Garda Síochána is like a family in many ways and we all 
feel the loss when one of our brothers or sisters in the force is 
taken from us in tragic circumstances.

There are many examples of different generations of the 
same family line joining An Garda Síochána. St. Paul’s is also 
delighted to welcome family members, in fact we rely on our 
Garda members to be our ambassadors and spread the word 
about St. Paul’s to their families.

Joining St. Paul’s has never been easier since we introduced 
Online Membership Applications. This is available on the St. 
Paul’s Garda Credit Union App or our website stpaulscu.ie.

St. Paul’s Garda Credit Union, like An Garda Síochána, has 
also developed and changed over the years and has been to 
the forefront of the credit union movement in introducing new 
products, services and technology changes.

We have full Online Account access and our St. Paul’s Garda 
Credit Union APP allows you to access your online account on 

your phone or other mobile device. With the App you can 
login biometrically with fingerprint or facial recognition.

You can apply online for loans, upload supporting 
documentation and sign your Credit Agreement online with 
e-signature. You can of course call and speak to one our 
friendly staff who can tailor a loan to suit your requirements 
and take your loan application over the phone at 021-
4313355.

We also have a range of money saving offers with 3rd 
parties for our members. These include Discount Circle K 
and DCI Fuel Cards which give you a 4 cent per litre discount 
on the pump price of motor petrol and diesel, 10% off AXA 
Car and Home Insurance, and up to €400 Cashback if you 
get a loan from St. Paul’s to buy a new Ford or Hyundai car.

St. Paul’s strength and success is due to our members 
loyalty over the years. We believe that our continuous 
engagement with our members, listening to your 
suggestions, and providing the products and services you 
need is core to our success.

While some Banks have announced that they are closing 
and leaving Ireland and others are cutting back their 
services, St. Paul’s remains a constant secure financial 
services provider for you and your family. 

If you are looking for a new Debit Card, Current Account 
or Overdraft we can provide you with a Switching Pack to 
switch your Current Account, Direct Debits and Standing 
Orders to St. Paul’s. You can also link your St. Paul’s Debit 
Card to Apple Pay, Google Pay, and Fitbit Pay to make 
contactless payments, giving you the freedom to securely 
spend, touch-free, without a €50 limit.

For more information on St. Paul’s Garda Credit Union, go 
to our website - stpaulscu.ie - or contact us on 021-4313355 
or enquiries@stpaulscu.ie and our friendly staff will be happy 
to assist you.

Congratulations to all IPA members 
celebrating the Centenary of An Garda 
Síochána. St. Paul’s look forward to 
supporting you as we proudly march into the 
next century of An Garda Síochána.
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2022 IS A MOMENTOUS YEAR FOR AN GARDA SÍOCHÁNA, BOTH PAST AND PRESENT, HAVING BEING 
FOUNDED FOLLOWING A MEETING CONVENED AT ROOM 85 OF THE GRESHAM HOTEL, DUBLIN BY THE 
CHAIRMAN OF THE PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT, MICHAEL COLLINS. IT IS AGAINST THIS BACKDROP THAT 
THOUSANDS OF YOUNG MEN AND LATTERLY WOMEN, JOINED AN GARDA SÍOCHÁNA IN ITS FIRST FORTY 
YEARS OR SO.

By the late 1950’s, many of the first-generation of 1922/23 
Gardaí had or were contemplating retirement. It is worth 
noting that whilst serving since the foundation, they 

predominantly lived in official accommodation or received a 
meagre rent allowance annually. Suddenly, after retiring, they 
realised they had to find alternative accommodation and exist 
on a derisory pension. Some found it difficult to survive and 
some emigrated to seek work to support their families. This 
coming after nearly 40 years of service, much of which was in 
very troubled and dangerous times, was hard to fathom. 

On 10th September, 1960, 19 Garda pensioners met in the 
Queen’s Hotel, Cork, to discuss the situation that they and 
many other Garda pensioners had found themselves. The Cork 
comrades soon realised that throughout the country, Garda 
pensioners were gathering and forming support groups. In early 
January, 1961, retired Garda Sergeant Tom Madden wrote three 
letters to the Dublin Evening Mail highlighting the injustice of 
the meagre pensions paid to retired members. 

The feedback was instantaneous and resulted in 40 retired 
colleagues attending a meeting at Moran’s Hotel, Talbot Street, 

Dublin on the 18th January, 1961. The major grievance at the 
time was that a Garda pensioner who retired in 1955 had 24% 
less of a pension than that of his 1961 retired colleague. 

There was no parity with serving member pay and pensions did 
not increase in line. These retired Gardaí, while serving in the 
Force, had pushed to have the Rent Allowance of approximately 
£18 per annum made pensionable but they were to be 
disappointed in December 1960, when a government order 
was made to merge rent allowance permanently into the pay 
structure for serving members. The rent allowance therefore no 
longer existed and the question of making it pensionable did 
not apply. 

The rights of the Garda pensioners were either forgotten or 
deliberately ignored by the State. So, the roots of the Garda 
Pensioners Association were firmly planted and a committee 
was established.

At the subsequent meeting also held at Moran’s Hotel in 
January 1961, the additional Committee members were 
elected. A third meeting was scheduled for Moran’s Hotel on 

A FORCE FOR CHANGE AND FAIRNESS
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6th February and over 200 retired Gardaí assembled and it was 
agreed that all those attending should contribute a half-crown 
to fund the organisation. Now the Garda Síochána Pensioners’ 
Association was launched. 

The meeting agreed to prepare a memorandum to present 
to the Government outlining their case for increasing Garda 
retirement pensions. Shortly afterwards the Central Committee 
expanded and Seán Liddy was co-opted as President.

In September 1961, the Garda Síochána Pensioners Association 
joined the Joint Consultative Council which represented retired 
State civil and public servants, including retired teachers and 
army officers. 

The new Central Committee soon realised the need for a 
journal similar to the Garda Review to communicate with 
retired Gardaí. The name given to the new journal was An 
Síothadóir, which translates as pacifier, or person who keeps 
the peace. Tom Keyes was appointed manager and Tom O’Leary 
as Editor. The very first issue of An Síothadóir was published 
in January, 1962. Later the title of the journal was changed to 
Síocháin and in January, 1971, retired Garda Sergeant Ted Cahill 
was appointed the new manager to oversee its publication. 

By December, 1961, membership of the association reached 
1,400 and the first central office was rented at 38 Westmoreland 
Street. The first AGM of the GSPA was held on 7th February 
in Moran’s Hotel. A total of 600 representatives countrywide 
assembled to witness proceedings which was opened by Daniel 
Brosnan, Chairman of Central Committee. In his first presidential 
address, Seán Liddy stated: “All great movements have small 
beginnings and, as you are aware the embryo of our association 
came to life here on the 6th of February, 1961, and tonight, we 
celebrate its anniversary”.

Later, the annual membership fee was doubled to meet 
the expense of moving to new offices at 43 Dawson Street in 
October 1962. Records show that the rent agreed for Dawson 
Street Office was £15 per quarter. In October 1973, the central 
office was located at 32 Nassau Street. When that lease 
expired in April 1999, the Central Committee made a decision 

to transfer head office at the Garda Club, 8 Harrington Street, 
Dublin 8.

The Garda Síochána Pensioners Association endured and 
prospered under many fine committees and undertook many 
causes in the pursuit of fairness and justice for retired members 
of An Garda Síochána and their dependent families. The 
Síocháin quarterly magazine was born and it is now a treasure 
trove of articles, comments and what the issues most prevalent 
were in the intervening period up to today. Indeed, one would 
have to comment that some of the issues continue to remain at 
the top of the GSRMA agenda.

So, between 1962 and 2022, the Garda Pensioners Association 
undertook a name change to the Garda Síochána Retired 
Members Association and secured their own offices at GSRMA 
House with an income stream coming from two apartments 
overhead the offices. The building is mortgage free and owned 
by the Association. 

Membership in 2022 is 13 members short of 6,000 members 
and the aims of the Association have not differed in terms of 
Pay, Pensions and Parity with serving colleagues. The various 
administrations have also added new services including the 
welfare, social, networking and communications needs of its 
members. Benefits in the form of tax and pension advisors and 
the implementation of an accident insurance policy are now 
are in place. The GSRMA is administered by a 15-person Central 
Committee elected on a regional basis and three people are 
employed by the GSRMA as General Secretary, Office Manager 
and Office Administrator.

The foregoing illustrates the vision of those far-seeing 
colleagues from 1922 who met in 1961 and charted the progress 
into what the GSRMA has become in 2022 in having strength of 
numbers and a unity of purpose.

Celebrating 100 years of An Garda Síochána and 61 years of 
the Garda Síochána Pensioners/Retired Members Association is 
fitting at this time and a tribute to those colleagues who were/
are pioneers in the Civic Guard/An Garda Síochána and the 
GSPA/GSRMA – congratulations to you all and well done.

In 2022: 13 
members short of 

6,000 members

GSRMA HISTORY

Garda Síochána Retired Members Assosication

1960, 19 Garda 
pensioners met in the 
Queen’s Hotel, Cork

1961, over 200 retired 
Gardaí assembled. The 

Garda Síochána Pensioners’ 
Association was launched

New journal: An 
Síothadóir, published 

in January, 1962

The Síocháin 
quarterly magazine 

was born 

Name change to 
the Garda Síochána 

Retired Members 
Association

New office that 
is mortgage free 

and owned by the 
Association. 
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AS VICE – PRESIDENT OF THE ASSOCIATION OF GARDA SUPERINTENDENTS, IT GIVES ME GREAT 
PLEASURE TO HAVE THIS OPPORTUNITY FOR OUR ASSOCIATION TO MARK THE 100TH ANNIVERSARY OF 
AN GARDA SÍOCHÁNA. I AM EXTREMELY PROUD AND HUMBLED TO ADDRESS YOU AT THIS VERY SPECIAL 
TIME IN AN GARDA SÍOCHÁNA’S HISTORY.

Before I discuss and reference the Association of Garda 
Superintendents in this momentous and poignant 
centenary year, I feel compelled to share with you a 

recent invitation to Dublin Castle for a Scott Medal presentation 
Ceremony. I recall walking through the arched granite entrance 
to Dublin Castle where the cobbled forecourt welcomed patrons 
on a historic journey. I found myself immediately transported 
back to 1984 when I, along with my newly appointed and sworn-
in colleagues of An Garda Síochána, marched out of the gates of 
Templemore with not only our own hopes, expectations, dreams, 
fears and palpable excitement as we embarked on our new 
careers but indeed those of our parents and families. 
I paused to consider and appreciate those very emotions, 
perhaps on a grander scale, experienced by the men led across 
those very cobblestones of Dublin Castle through the grand 
gates on August 17th 1922 and into the annals of history by 
Michael Staines, the first Commissioner of An Garda Síochána. 
A nation ravaged by the Rising and subsequent partition and 
civil war which saw counties, communities and families torn 
apart was now a nation holding its breath. Michael Staines is 
quoted as saying “The Garda Síochána will succeed not by force 
of arms or numbers, but on their moral authority as servants 
of the people”. Later in the day as I exited through those same 

gates, I recall looking back at our nation’s flag as it fluttered 
in a winter breeze over Dublin Castle. My thoughts were 
immediately drawn to the 89 sad and heart-breaking occasions 
when our nation’s flag descended to half-mast out of reverence 
and respect to those who made the ultimate sacrifice while 
serving our communities in the line of duty. 

Through difficult and turbulent times that must never be 
forgotten, An Garda Síochána has provided a service from its 
inception that has made an invaluable contribution to the 
building of modern Ireland. The historical threat of terrorism 
from our troubled past has changed, with members of An Garda 
Síochána continuing to protect the citizens from those who want 
to challenge the democratic will of the overwhelming majority 
of people on this island. The challenges for today’s Gardaí are as 
great as ever. The changing policing landscape has caused An 
Garda Síochána to adapt how it operates in order to meet the 
many new challenges and emerging trends that the 21st century 
brings. Crime is now becoming increasingly complex, digitally 
orientated and international in scope. Societal demands arising 
from a more sophisticated and knowledge-based society has 
required An Garda Síochána to respond in an increasingly 
sophisticated, intelligence based and systems led manner.

ASSOCIATION OF GARDA SUPERINTENDENTS

In order to adequately examine the origins of the Garda 
Superintendents Association, I must return briefly to the origins 
of our Organisation. Following the Civil War and the truce 
of July, 1921, the RIC was disbanded and a new police force, 
“The Civic Guard” (renamed the Garda Síochána na hEireann 
on 8th August 1923) was formed by Michael Collins and the 
Irish Government. The DMP merged with An Garda Síochána 
in 1925. On the 9th of February 1922 at 7pm, Michael Collins, 
the chairman of the Provisional Government of Ireland held a 
meeting in Room 85 at The Gresham Hotel, Dublin which saw 
the establishment of the Police Organising Committee.

It was this meeting that sowed the seeds from which An Garda 
Síochána would ultimately grow and evolve, setting out roles 
and responsibilities, objectives, regulations and operational 
requirements. Dublin Castle, the centre of British Rule in Ireland 
for nearly 700 years was formally handed over on August 17th, 
1922 when Commissioner Staines led out the new police force 
into the unknown. Five days after the hand-over of Dublin 
Castle, Michael Collins, who orchestrated the demise of the 
Royal Irish Constabulary (RIC) and the creation of the Civic 
Guard was shot dead at Beal na mBláth. This was the dangerous 
and tumultuous environment that surrounded the formation of 
An Garda Síochána.

On the 21st of July, 1987, the then Minister for Justice, Mr. 
Gerard Collins, in the exercise of the powers conferred on 
him by Section 13 of the Garda Síochána Act, 1924 (No. 25 of 
1924), as amended by the Garda Síochána Act, 1977 (No. 24 of 
1977), and section 14 of the Police Forces Amalgamation Act, 
1925 (No. 7 of 1925) brought into being the Garda Síochána 
(Associations)(Superintendents and Chief Superintendents) 
Regulations 1987, by way of Statutory Instrument Number 
200/1987. This indeed paved the way for the creation of the 
Association of Garda Superintendents. The first Annual Delegate 
(Constitutional) Conference of the newly formed Association of 
Garda Superintendents took place at the Garda Club, Harrington 
Street, Dublin on March 7th, 1988. The Conference was chaired 

by the president, John McCormack, who in his address 
introduced the members on the NEC, most of whom had served 
apprenticeships in other Associations. Michael Needham, Vice-
President, steered the draft Constitution through a long session 
marked by the contribution of the Delegates aiming for a first 
class finished document. The Constitution was adopted and 
distributed to all members. 

As an Association we play a pivotal role in An Garda Síochána 
with relevant contributions geared towards influencing and 
enhancing the development of our Organisation at a time 
when we are witnessing and experiencing considerable change 
and development. As society changes rapidly our Association 
is tasked with remaining on a trajectory and path in tandem 
with these rapid developments in order to continue with a 
professional and efficient policing service for all. I am also 
cognisant of our objective to observe and promote the Health 
& Welfare of our members as the demands and responsibilities 
of the rank of Superintendent can at times take its toll. Since 
the formation of the Garda Superintendents Association in 1987 
there has been encouraging and worthwhile communication 
and co-operation from all of the other Associations where 
common ground and objectives have been shared, discussed, 
explored and expanded upon. This year being the centenary 
year, I believe it is fitting and imperative that we reflect on all 
our common objectives while at the same time preparing to 
hand on the baton imbued with the experience and knowledge 
we have gained working with each other within the Association.

As with all members of the Association of Superintendents, 
I am an extremely proud member of An Garda Síochána. Our 
Association is committed to assisting our membership in their 
efforts to continue policing the modern Irish society. I sincerely 
believe that all of this is achievable and our Association remains 
committed to making a difference to the public we have the 
privilege to serve. Understanding and responding to the needs 
of the members of our Association who police our communities 
is and will continue to be our primary priority and focus.

James Doyle Superintendent

Chairman, Region 27,

International Police Association.

Societal demands arising from a more sophisticated and knowledge-

based society has required An Garda Síochána to respond in an 

increasingly sophisticated, intelligence based and systems led manner

ASSOCIATION OF GARDA SUPERINTENDENT
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AS VICE – PRESIDENT OF THE ASSOCIATION OF GARDA SUPERINTENDENTS, IT GIVES ME GREAT 
PLEASURE TO HAVE THIS OPPORTUNITY FOR OUR ASSOCIATION TO MARK THE 100TH ANNIVERSARY OF 
AN GARDA SÍOCHÁNA. I AM EXTREMELY PROUD AND HUMBLED TO ADDRESS YOU AT THIS VERY SPECIAL 
TIME IN AN GARDA SÍOCHÁNA’S HISTORY.

Before I discuss and reference the Association of Garda 
Superintendents in this momentous and poignant 
centenary year, I feel compelled to share with you a 

recent invitation to Dublin Castle for a Scott Medal presentation 
Ceremony. I recall walking through the arched granite entrance 
to Dublin Castle where the cobbled forecourt welcomed patrons 
on a historic journey. I found myself immediately transported 
back to 1984 when I, along with my newly appointed and sworn-
in colleagues of An Garda Síochána, marched out of the gates of 
Templemore with not only our own hopes, expectations, dreams, 
fears and palpable excitement as we embarked on our new 
careers but indeed those of our parents and families. 
I paused to consider and appreciate those very emotions, 
perhaps on a grander scale, experienced by the men led across 
those very cobblestones of Dublin Castle through the grand 
gates on August 17th 1922 and into the annals of history by 
Michael Staines, the first Commissioner of An Garda Síochána. 
A nation ravaged by the Rising and subsequent partition and 
civil war which saw counties, communities and families torn 
apart was now a nation holding its breath. Michael Staines is 
quoted as saying “The Garda Síochána will succeed not by force 
of arms or numbers, but on their moral authority as servants 
of the people”. Later in the day as I exited through those same 

gates, I recall looking back at our nation’s flag as it fluttered 
in a winter breeze over Dublin Castle. My thoughts were 
immediately drawn to the 89 sad and heart-breaking occasions 
when our nation’s flag descended to half-mast out of reverence 
and respect to those who made the ultimate sacrifice while 
serving our communities in the line of duty. 

Through difficult and turbulent times that must never be 
forgotten, An Garda Síochána has provided a service from its 
inception that has made an invaluable contribution to the 
building of modern Ireland. The historical threat of terrorism 
from our troubled past has changed, with members of An Garda 
Síochána continuing to protect the citizens from those who want 
to challenge the democratic will of the overwhelming majority 
of people on this island. The challenges for today’s Gardaí are as 
great as ever. The changing policing landscape has caused An 
Garda Síochána to adapt how it operates in order to meet the 
many new challenges and emerging trends that the 21st century 
brings. Crime is now becoming increasingly complex, digitally 
orientated and international in scope. Societal demands arising 
from a more sophisticated and knowledge-based society has 
required An Garda Síochána to respond in an increasingly 
sophisticated, intelligence based and systems led manner.

ASSOCIATION OF GARDA SUPERINTENDENTS

In order to adequately examine the origins of the Garda 
Superintendents Association, I must return briefly to the origins 
of our Organisation. Following the Civil War and the truce 
of July, 1921, the RIC was disbanded and a new police force, 
“The Civic Guard” (renamed the Garda Síochána na hEireann 
on 8th August 1923) was formed by Michael Collins and the 
Irish Government. The DMP merged with An Garda Síochána 
in 1925. On the 9th of February 1922 at 7pm, Michael Collins, 
the chairman of the Provisional Government of Ireland held a 
meeting in Room 85 at The Gresham Hotel, Dublin which saw 
the establishment of the Police Organising Committee.

It was this meeting that sowed the seeds from which An Garda 
Síochána would ultimately grow and evolve, setting out roles 
and responsibilities, objectives, regulations and operational 
requirements. Dublin Castle, the centre of British Rule in Ireland 
for nearly 700 years was formally handed over on August 17th, 
1922 when Commissioner Staines led out the new police force 
into the unknown. Five days after the hand-over of Dublin 
Castle, Michael Collins, who orchestrated the demise of the 
Royal Irish Constabulary (RIC) and the creation of the Civic 
Guard was shot dead at Beal na mBláth. This was the dangerous 
and tumultuous environment that surrounded the formation of 
An Garda Síochána.

On the 21st of July, 1987, the then Minister for Justice, Mr. 
Gerard Collins, in the exercise of the powers conferred on 
him by Section 13 of the Garda Síochána Act, 1924 (No. 25 of 
1924), as amended by the Garda Síochána Act, 1977 (No. 24 of 
1977), and section 14 of the Police Forces Amalgamation Act, 
1925 (No. 7 of 1925) brought into being the Garda Síochána 
(Associations)(Superintendents and Chief Superintendents) 
Regulations 1987, by way of Statutory Instrument Number 
200/1987. This indeed paved the way for the creation of the 
Association of Garda Superintendents. The first Annual Delegate 
(Constitutional) Conference of the newly formed Association of 
Garda Superintendents took place at the Garda Club, Harrington 
Street, Dublin on March 7th, 1988. The Conference was chaired 

by the president, John McCormack, who in his address 
introduced the members on the NEC, most of whom had served 
apprenticeships in other Associations. Michael Needham, Vice-
President, steered the draft Constitution through a long session 
marked by the contribution of the Delegates aiming for a first 
class finished document. The Constitution was adopted and 
distributed to all members. 

As an Association we play a pivotal role in An Garda Síochána 
with relevant contributions geared towards influencing and 
enhancing the development of our Organisation at a time 
when we are witnessing and experiencing considerable change 
and development. As society changes rapidly our Association 
is tasked with remaining on a trajectory and path in tandem 
with these rapid developments in order to continue with a 
professional and efficient policing service for all. I am also 
cognisant of our objective to observe and promote the Health 
& Welfare of our members as the demands and responsibilities 
of the rank of Superintendent can at times take its toll. Since 
the formation of the Garda Superintendents Association in 1987 
there has been encouraging and worthwhile communication 
and co-operation from all of the other Associations where 
common ground and objectives have been shared, discussed, 
explored and expanded upon. This year being the centenary 
year, I believe it is fitting and imperative that we reflect on all 
our common objectives while at the same time preparing to 
hand on the baton imbued with the experience and knowledge 
we have gained working with each other within the Association.

As with all members of the Association of Superintendents, 
I am an extremely proud member of An Garda Síochána. Our 
Association is committed to assisting our membership in their 
efforts to continue policing the modern Irish society. I sincerely 
believe that all of this is achievable and our Association remains 
committed to making a difference to the public we have the 
privilege to serve. Understanding and responding to the needs 
of the members of our Association who police our communities 
is and will continue to be our primary priority and focus.

James Doyle Superintendent

Chairman, Region 27,

International Police Association.

Societal demands arising from a more sophisticated and knowledge-

based society has required An Garda Síochána to respond in an 

increasingly sophisticated, intelligence based and systems led manner
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FOLLOWING THE FORMATION OF AN GARDA SÍOCHÁNA IN 1922, THE FIRST ORIGINS OF THE 
GARDA STAFF ASSOCIATIONS CAN BE TRACED BACK TO 1927, WHEN THE POLICE FORCES 
AMALGAMATION ACT, 1925, ALLOWED FOR REGULATIONS TO ‘ENABLE MEMBERS OF THE GARDA 
SÍOCHÁNA TO CONSIDER AND BRING TO THE NOTICE OF THE COMMISSIONER AND MINISTER 
FOR JUSTICE MATTERS AFFECTING THEIR WELFARE AND EFFICIENCY, AND FOR THAT PURPOSE, 
ALLOWED FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A REPRESENTATIVE BODY FOR CHIEF SUPERINTENDENTS 
AND SUPERINTENDENTS, A REPRESENTATIVE BODY FOR INSPECTORS, STATION SERGEANTS AND 
SERGEANTS, AND A REPRESENTATIVE BODY FOR GUARDS’. 

While the establishment of 
Representative Bodies 
was generally seen 

as a positive development there 
was many restrictions placed on 
how they were run, and to a large 
extent they were controlled by the 
Commissioner of the day. It was the 
Garda authorities who conducted 
elections rather than members 
themselves and they allowed all 
members to vote irrespective of 
whether they were subscribers to 
the representative bodies or not. 
The work of the Representative 
Bodies was also confined in that 
representations on discipline and 
promotions were not allowed. 

This confinement started to cause 
growing unrest and unease with 
members throughout the years who 
felt frustrated with the authoritarian 
organisation they were working 
in and felt their conditions were 
outdated and unfair. This led to 
a historical moment in 1961, now 
remembered as the ‘The Macushla 
Ballroom revolt’ which resulted in 11 
young gardai been dismissed. Their 
dismissal came after there had been 
objections around a pay award given 
to their more senior colleagues but 
not to them, after the now infamous 
meeting they were dismissed by the 
then Minister for Justice, Charles 
Haughey. After interventions, the 11 
members were eventually reinstated 
back into the Organisation some 
days later. The following years 
remained confrontational and the 
year 1968 was probably the next 
significant development when it 
came to staff Associations. This was 
the year that the then Minister for 
Justice Micheál Ó Móráin appointed 
a Commission under His Honour 
Judge John Conroy to examine, 
report and make recommendations 

on the remuneration and conditions 
of service of the Garda Síochána. 
The Commission delivered its 
report in January 1970, and that 
report, known as the Conroy 
Report remains a valuable piece 
of literature relating to An Garda 
Síochána as an Organisation. 

On the 9th November 1978 in 
accordance with the provisions of 
the Garda Síochána Act, 1977, the 
Garda Síochána (Associations) 
Regulations 1978 were brought in by 
the then Minister for Justice, Gerard 
Collins, and the Association of Garda 
Sergeants and Inspectors as we know 
it today was founded.  

The AGSI represents the interests 
of Sergeants and Inspectors and is 
organised through Branches who 
elect a Branch Committee. There 
are 31 Branches in total. From these 
Branch Committees a 13-member 
National Executive Committee is 

elected by postal ballot from whom 
the President is elected at the Annual 
Delegate Conference. All elections 
take place every three years.

AGSI has a full-time staff 
comprising the General Secretary, 
Deputy General Secretary and two 
Administrative Assistants. 

The first Annual Delegate Conference 
of AGSI was held on the 18th and 19th 
April 1979 in the Royal Starlight Hotel, 
Bray Co. Wicklow. One of the main 
subjects on the conference agenda 
was the Ryan Commission which was 
set up by Government to examine pay 
and working conditions of members. 
Patrick Callinan was the President and 
Derek Nally was General Secretary 
of the Association at that time. We 
now, in 2022 are preparing for the 
44th Annual Delegate Conference of 
the Association and our membership 
stands at almost 2,500 Sergeants and 
Inspectors. 

HISTORY OF AGSI

THE ESTABLISHMENT AND DEVELOPMENT OF
THE ASSOCIATION OF GARDA SERGEANTS AND 
INSPECTORS (AGSI) A HISTORICAL OVERVIEW 

By Antoinette Cunningham, General Secretary AGSI

THE CONROY REPORT MADE SIX RECOMMENDATIONS IN 
RELATION TO THE REPRESENTATIVE BODIES AS FOLLOWS;

1.  Establishment of a Consultative Council. 

2. No change to regulations dealing with District, Divisional or Area 
Committees. 

3. Representation to ‘Ban Gardaí’ as they were referred to then. 

4. A Joint Body Executive Committee should be established. 

5.  Office of General Secretaries should be a wholetime Office and the 
necessary assistance. 

6. No change to the present system of providing offices for the 
Representative Bodies. Joint Representative Body Executive Committee be 
allowed adequate police time to carry out duties of their office.

The Garda Organisation has changed dramatically since its foundation in 1922. The current membership is almost 
one third female, the traditional restrictions around nationality, height, age and language barriers have all been 
adjusted or removed allowing for a more diverse inclusive membership. AGSI also broke the mould in 2018 when it 

appointed the first-full time female 
official in a Garda representative 
organisation. Subsequently, Inspector 
Antoinette Cunningham took up the 
post of General Secretary in 2019 
becoming the first woman to hold 
the position in AGSI’s then 41-year 
history. Detective Sergeant Paul 
Curran is the current President of 
the Association, having assumed this 
office in 2020.

Our relationships with our sister 
Associations, the GRA, Association 
of Superintendents, Associations 
of Chief Superintendents remains 
strong and our shared vision on 
the rights entitlements and welfare 
of our membership remains to 
the fore. In recent years there has 
been significant developments 
and recognition for the Garda 
Associations. Significant events 
have been the development in 2016 
where after unprecedented action by 
AGSI, the Association won the right 
to negotiate its own pay. This was 
followed in 2021 by the introduction 
of the new Industrial Relations 
Mechanism’s which has modernised 
the industrial relations landscape for 
the Garda Associations and provided 
the Garda Associations access to 
the Labour Court for the first time in 
their history. In present day 2022 and 
throughout the AGSI’s existence, the 
welfare along with the enhancement 
of the employment conditions of its 
members, has and will remain the 
core objective of the AGSI.

HISTORY OF AGSI

AIMS AND OBJECTIVES OF THE ASSOCIATION.AGSI’S REMIT 
CENTERS ON ADVOCACY AND REPRESENTATION, NAMELY: 

a. To organise in one Association all Garda Síochána sergeants, station 
sergeants and inspectors.

b. To protect and promote the interests of its members and to secure 
improvements in conditions of service, remuneration, training, 
equipment, and accommodation.

c. To safeguard its members’ interests in connection with legislative 
measures and to secure the effective administration of existing laws’ 
which may affect the general and material, health safety and welfare of 
its members.

d. To resolve issues between members.

e. To provide benefits for members in accordance with Association policy.

f. To provide a means through which the members, acting as a body can 
influence and promote the development of the Garda Síochána and 
contribute to greater administrative efficiency in the service, while having 
regard to the welfare of each member and the opportunities to enable 
them to realise their own potential.

g. Generally, to do anything or to promote or participate in any activities 
as may be considered beneficial to, or advisable in, the interests of the 
Association and its members.

h. To liaise with other Garda Associations and other representative bodies. 

i. To promote an industrial relations educational policy for the members of 
the Association.

j. To promote and seek improvements in the welfare and well-being of members.
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FOLLOWING THE FORMATION OF AN GARDA SÍOCHÁNA IN 1922, THE FIRST ORIGINS OF THE 
GARDA STAFF ASSOCIATIONS CAN BE TRACED BACK TO 1927, WHEN THE POLICE FORCES 
AMALGAMATION ACT, 1925, ALLOWED FOR REGULATIONS TO ‘ENABLE MEMBERS OF THE GARDA 
SÍOCHÁNA TO CONSIDER AND BRING TO THE NOTICE OF THE COMMISSIONER AND MINISTER 
FOR JUSTICE MATTERS AFFECTING THEIR WELFARE AND EFFICIENCY, AND FOR THAT PURPOSE, 
ALLOWED FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A REPRESENTATIVE BODY FOR CHIEF SUPERINTENDENTS 
AND SUPERINTENDENTS, A REPRESENTATIVE BODY FOR INSPECTORS, STATION SERGEANTS AND 
SERGEANTS, AND A REPRESENTATIVE BODY FOR GUARDS’. 

While the establishment of 
Representative Bodies 
was generally seen 

as a positive development there 
was many restrictions placed on 
how they were run, and to a large 
extent they were controlled by the 
Commissioner of the day. It was the 
Garda authorities who conducted 
elections rather than members 
themselves and they allowed all 
members to vote irrespective of 
whether they were subscribers to 
the representative bodies or not. 
The work of the Representative 
Bodies was also confined in that 
representations on discipline and 
promotions were not allowed. 

This confinement started to cause 
growing unrest and unease with 
members throughout the years who 
felt frustrated with the authoritarian 
organisation they were working 
in and felt their conditions were 
outdated and unfair. This led to 
a historical moment in 1961, now 
remembered as the ‘The Macushla 
Ballroom revolt’ which resulted in 11 
young gardai been dismissed. Their 
dismissal came after there had been 
objections around a pay award given 
to their more senior colleagues but 
not to them, after the now infamous 
meeting they were dismissed by the 
then Minister for Justice, Charles 
Haughey. After interventions, the 11 
members were eventually reinstated 
back into the Organisation some 
days later. The following years 
remained confrontational and the 
year 1968 was probably the next 
significant development when it 
came to staff Associations. This was 
the year that the then Minister for 
Justice Micheál Ó Móráin appointed 
a Commission under His Honour 
Judge John Conroy to examine, 
report and make recommendations 

on the remuneration and conditions 
of service of the Garda Síochána. 
The Commission delivered its 
report in January 1970, and that 
report, known as the Conroy 
Report remains a valuable piece 
of literature relating to An Garda 
Síochána as an Organisation. 

On the 9th November 1978 in 
accordance with the provisions of 
the Garda Síochána Act, 1977, the 
Garda Síochána (Associations) 
Regulations 1978 were brought in by 
the then Minister for Justice, Gerard 
Collins, and the Association of Garda 
Sergeants and Inspectors as we know 
it today was founded.  

The AGSI represents the interests 
of Sergeants and Inspectors and is 
organised through Branches who 
elect a Branch Committee. There 
are 31 Branches in total. From these 
Branch Committees a 13-member 
National Executive Committee is 

elected by postal ballot from whom 
the President is elected at the Annual 
Delegate Conference. All elections 
take place every three years.

AGSI has a full-time staff 
comprising the General Secretary, 
Deputy General Secretary and two 
Administrative Assistants. 

The first Annual Delegate Conference 
of AGSI was held on the 18th and 19th 
April 1979 in the Royal Starlight Hotel, 
Bray Co. Wicklow. One of the main 
subjects on the conference agenda 
was the Ryan Commission which was 
set up by Government to examine pay 
and working conditions of members. 
Patrick Callinan was the President and 
Derek Nally was General Secretary 
of the Association at that time. We 
now, in 2022 are preparing for the 
44th Annual Delegate Conference of 
the Association and our membership 
stands at almost 2,500 Sergeants and 
Inspectors. 

HISTORY OF AGSI

THE ESTABLISHMENT AND DEVELOPMENT OF
THE ASSOCIATION OF GARDA SERGEANTS AND 
INSPECTORS (AGSI) A HISTORICAL OVERVIEW 

By Antoinette Cunningham, General Secretary AGSI

THE CONROY REPORT MADE SIX RECOMMENDATIONS IN 
RELATION TO THE REPRESENTATIVE BODIES AS FOLLOWS;

1.  Establishment of a Consultative Council. 

2. No change to regulations dealing with District, Divisional or Area 
Committees. 

3. Representation to ‘Ban Gardaí’ as they were referred to then. 

4. A Joint Body Executive Committee should be established. 

5.  Office of General Secretaries should be a wholetime Office and the 
necessary assistance. 

6. No change to the present system of providing offices for the 
Representative Bodies. Joint Representative Body Executive Committee be 
allowed adequate police time to carry out duties of their office.

The Garda Organisation has changed dramatically since its foundation in 1922. The current membership is almost 
one third female, the traditional restrictions around nationality, height, age and language barriers have all been 
adjusted or removed allowing for a more diverse inclusive membership. AGSI also broke the mould in 2018 when it 

appointed the first-full time female 
official in a Garda representative 
organisation. Subsequently, Inspector 
Antoinette Cunningham took up the 
post of General Secretary in 2019 
becoming the first woman to hold 
the position in AGSI’s then 41-year 
history. Detective Sergeant Paul 
Curran is the current President of 
the Association, having assumed this 
office in 2020.

Our relationships with our sister 
Associations, the GRA, Association 
of Superintendents, Associations 
of Chief Superintendents remains 
strong and our shared vision on 
the rights entitlements and welfare 
of our membership remains to 
the fore. In recent years there has 
been significant developments 
and recognition for the Garda 
Associations. Significant events 
have been the development in 2016 
where after unprecedented action by 
AGSI, the Association won the right 
to negotiate its own pay. This was 
followed in 2021 by the introduction 
of the new Industrial Relations 
Mechanism’s which has modernised 
the industrial relations landscape for 
the Garda Associations and provided 
the Garda Associations access to 
the Labour Court for the first time in 
their history. In present day 2022 and 
throughout the AGSI’s existence, the 
welfare along with the enhancement 
of the employment conditions of its 
members, has and will remain the 
core objective of the AGSI.

HISTORY OF AGSI

AIMS AND OBJECTIVES OF THE ASSOCIATION.AGSI’S REMIT 
CENTERS ON ADVOCACY AND REPRESENTATION, NAMELY: 

a. To organise in one Association all Garda Síochána sergeants, station 
sergeants and inspectors.

b. To protect and promote the interests of its members and to secure 
improvements in conditions of service, remuneration, training, 
equipment, and accommodation.

c. To safeguard its members’ interests in connection with legislative 
measures and to secure the effective administration of existing laws’ 
which may affect the general and material, health safety and welfare of 
its members.

d. To resolve issues between members.

e. To provide benefits for members in accordance with Association policy.

f. To provide a means through which the members, acting as a body can 
influence and promote the development of the Garda Síochána and 
contribute to greater administrative efficiency in the service, while having 
regard to the welfare of each member and the opportunities to enable 
them to realise their own potential.

g. Generally, to do anything or to promote or participate in any activities 
as may be considered beneficial to, or advisable in, the interests of the 
Association and its members.

h. To liaise with other Garda Associations and other representative bodies. 

i. To promote an industrial relations educational policy for the members of 
the Association.

j. To promote and seek improvements in the welfare and well-being of members.
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IPA CYCLING CLUB NEWS

Of course, this was only made possible by the number 
of participants who signed up and took to the roads 
over the week and a bit. Yes, not only did we do it, we 

SMASHED that target, collectively travelling 57,958km to be 
precise, so around the world, and then half way back again, 
just for good measure. Thank you to all 182 people from all 
over the world who signed up and contributed to the overall 
mileage, and more importantly, contributed financially to our 
chosen charity of the year, the Maria Goretti Foundation, which 
gives respite to children with disabilities and is located in the 
heart of IPA Cycling Club territory here in Lordship, Co. Louth. 

There were prizes given to a randomly selected person each 
day, the only proviso being, that to be included in the draw, 
some record of your distance travelled that day had to be 
uploaded. There was also a prize for the best photo uploaded 
over the course of the 8 days. Some of the best photos, and 
the best, can be seen in these pages. Safe to say that some of 
our participants (if they don’t make it as professional cyclists 
that is) would appear to have a career beckoning in the 
photography industry, such is the professionalism and filter 
usage on some of the snaps that were uploaded to the event 
website (www.lh286cycle.com) over the course of the 8 days. 

All of this really added greatly to our event of 2021, as did 
an end of day video compiled and uploaded each day by the 
event organizer, IPA Cycling Club’s own Neil O’Malley. Great 
credit and thanks are due once again to the Event organising 
committee, without whom this event would not and could not 
have been held, let alone be the fantastic successful event that 
it was once again in 2021. The success of this event follows the 
successful theme of this well established fundraising memorial 
event that has become so popular with cyclists from far and 
wide, over the past years. I know that I speak for all of our Club 
cyclists, and for the charities that are supported by the Club, 
when I say that we are forever in the debt of the Organising 
Committee for the unwavering work ethic and selfless 
commitment given by them to this very worthy cause. 

As a Club, we were delighted to be able to provide much 
needed financial support to the Maria Goretti Foundation, 
through the funds donated by the generous participants, which 
totalled a fantastic €11,000. Our Club and the Maria Goretti 
Foundation charity are overwhelmed by your support, and we 
thank every one who supported this event in any way. Soon, 
the planning of the 2022 event will be underway and we look 
forward to meeting you all again later this year, when hopefully 
and maybe…..just maybe……it may be possible to have a large, 
(non-virtual) group event. We can but hope!

IPA CYCLING 
CLUB NEWS

by 
Conor McCaughley

In the last edition of this magazine 
we told you about the upcoming 
Garda Tony Golden Memorial Cycle, 
in which we had set an ambitious 
goal of cycling a combined distance 
of 40,075km, a gentle spin equal 
to the distance needed to travel 
AROUND THE WORLD, and yes, we 
did it in just 8 days.
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IPA CYCLING CLUB NEWS

On behalf of the IPA Cycling 
Club we wish An Garda Síochána 

a Happy Anniversary in this 
their Centenary Year, with best 

wishes for the future. 

In other IPACC news, we are currently making plans to 
complete a run on the new greenway in Limerick. This route 
is beautifully surfaced and offers lots of stunning scenery 
and stops along the way. We are already looking forward to 
tackling this 100km route in early 2022. A few of us tested 
this beautiful route last year during a charity cycle in aid of 
the Little Blue Heroes (LBH), one of IPA Ireland’s nominated 
charities. This charity is run by Gardaí and assists families of 
children with serious illness. We plan to fundraise for LBH in 
the near future. 

Another route, ideal for cycling, that we are planning to 
conquer soon, is the Waterford Greenway. However, this 
may have to be a two day event in the summer time, (provided 
sufficient brownie points have been accumulated at home!!, 
given the distance to Port Lairge from our north Louth base 
of Dundalk. 

If you are wondering why I am referencing so many 
greenways, it is because of the volume of traffic on the open 
roads and the lack of decent (in most places, any) safe cycle 
lanes and in our interest to keep our cyclist safe. We are 
conscious of the volume of road accidents involving cyclists 
and we feel that the greenways offer a safe space for us to 
enjoy our pastime and/or sport, while being able to have a chat 
with each other and look around us, taking in the wonderful 
scenery that this country has to offer. Please keep a look out 
for our unique green and blue kit on a scenic route near you!

Which brings me nicely to an exciting piece of news from our 
Club. For just the second time in our Club’ seven year history, 
we have updated our cycling clothing. Gone are the ‘see 
through’ shorts, with their non-intentional design attributes. 

The new kit, made up of short and long sleeve ‘winter’ jerseys, 
bibbed shorts and leggings, gilet and neck warmer are of 
great quality and make us look the part with green and blue 
Battenberg design replacing the similar white and blue kit that 
served us well over the past five years (the original black jersey 
now well and truly being consigned to the history books – but 
still holding a special place in our hearts). Our wish, as always, 
is that we will see many more of you wearing our stunning 
cycling kit in 2022. 

We are making a particular call to those of you reading 
this article and who may be just a little anxious about taking 
the plunge. We are offering prospective members a ‘try it 
out’ period, with the first 3 Club spins available without 
commitment, to see if you like the sport (or indeed fellow club 
members) before signing up. We may be biased, but we think 
that if you try it out in the good company of our members, you 
too will soon be hooked, like we are, and will be there at all of 
the fun filled coffee stops that our spins revolve around. 

Thanks for tuning in and we wish you and your families a 
happy and healthy 2022.
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In 2008 a new IPA Club was introduced to both serving and 
retired members of the force – this Club was introduced 
with great assistance from the IPA Ireland Section and 
was named the IPA Pistol Club. The Club was developed 
to promote the sport of Pistol and Revolver shooting 
and in fact was the only IPA Club of its kind across all 64 
international Sections.

The fact that Ireland is one of the few countries within 
the organisation with an unarmed police force makes this 
achievement all the more remarkable. Noel Geary who 
was the Social and Club secretary on the NEC at the time, 
put his shoulder behind the idea and the Club was ratifi ed 
in 2008 with just 4 members, all based in Co. Louth.  

If we were to rewind 4 years to 2004 - Pistols and Revolvers 
were somewhat of a hot topic and none had been licensed 
since a temporary ban on them in the 1970’s. A courageous 
court challenge was undertaken by Frank Brophy from 
Co. Wexford and Mr. Brophy successfully won his case. 
This in turn was the catalyst for a number of shooting 
clubs and ranges to develop. This victory by Frank Brophy 
was also the spark that was required for the Louth IPA 
members to apply to the IPA for Club status. 

Since 2008 our Club has grown from strength to strength. 
The Club is now the biggest pistol only club in the 
country with 170 members and it is recognised for its 
eff orts on a national and international front and also by 
the IPA for encouraging new memberships, year on year. 
Within the current membership, we have a number 
previous national champions and also a number of 
international medal winners. - a far cry from the 
original 4 that were shooting in the corner of a shooting 
grounds in Co. Monaghan. Although the offi  cial title of 
the club is the IPA Pistol Club, it is often colloquially 

referred to as the Garda Pistol Club by many of the 
civilian shooters that compete on the shooting circuit.  
The Club, like the organisation of An Garda Síochána is 
well respected by all other shooting clubs that we visit 
for shooting events and I would go as far as to say that 
this has helped bridge the gap that the 1970’s ban on 
handguns had created.

As we look through the achievements of our Club; the 
welcome we receive on shooting grounds is amongst the 
biggest of these accomplishments. This is testament to 
our Club’s membership and their ability to compete at 
open competitions and highlights that our Club is well 
run and that our Club members will perform well and 
meet the required safety standards at all those events.

Currently the IPA Pistol Club has membership drawn 
from 25 out of the 26 counties in our IPA section, 
with Dublin the best represented of these counties. 
The Club does not have their own shooting grounds, 
but we have been granted access to 12 shooting 
grounds all around Ireland. IPA events are run on 
these ranges approximately 10 times per year and are 
always well attended.

In 1922 the fi rst Garda Commissioner, Michael Staines, set 
in stone that An Garda Síochána would be an unarmed 
police force. His words, “An Garda Síochána will succeed 
not by force of arms or numbers, but on their moral 
authority as servants of the people” are still relevant 
today as they were then – and with this in mind, it is a 
credit to our membership, a credit to the IPA, a credit to 
all our IPAPC members that make our Club work so well 
and of course the 4 founding members back in 2008 that 
a Club associated with An Garda Síochána, providing a 
sporting shooting facility is so successful.

FIND US ON

IPA Pistol Club

@ipapistolclub

youtube.com/
IPA Pistol  by Neil O’Malley

IPA PISTOL CLUB NEWS

A CONTINUING 
SUCCESS STORY 

The Club‘s fi rst event for 2022 was held at Mourne Shooting Grounds on the 3rd of March 2022. 
Membership to the pistol Club is always open and if you would like to join the Club or know more 
about pistol shooting in Ireland, please visit www.ipapistolClub.com or email the Club on: 
info@ipapistolClub.com.

Since its inception in 1922, An Garda Síochána has had a connection with 
a number of sports and has had within its ranks a number of national 
and international stars. These sports included boxing, running, hurling, 

football, martial arts, rowing and clay pigeon shooting, to name a few. 

RETIREMENT / CENTENARY PUBLICATION

RETIREMENT OF GARDA 
PADRAIC DERIVAN
22290K, BANAGHER GARDA STATION, CO OFFALY

by Helen Kelly Garda 00774k, friend and colleague for 25 years 

IPA member Padraic Derivan retired from An Garda 
Síochána on the 6th September 2021, having got an 
additional year due to the Covid 19 pandemic.  He was a few 

months shy of 41 years dedicated service. 

Padraic joined An Garda Síochána on 31st December, 1980.  He 
was first stationed in Ballinamore, Co Leitrim in 1981.  Padraic 
then transferred to Kinnitty, Co Offaly in August 1984.  He spent 
7 years there before finally getting close to his native County 
Galway by transferring to Banagher, Co. Offaly in 1991.  

Banagher is a small town on the banks of the River Shannon.  
Once Padraic crossed Banagher Bridge he was in his native 
county of Galway. Padraic spent the remainder of his career 
stationed at Banagher for over 30 years.  His supportive caring 
nature and local knowledge will truly be missed by all his 
colleagues at Birr District.

Padraic, a native of Killimor, Co Galway, lives there with his 
wife, Regina and two daughters, Cassandra and Danielle. We wish 
Padraic and his family every good health and happiness. 

CENTENARY PUBLICATION
Over the last year the Offaly 

Branch of the GSRMA 
have been working on a project 
to produce a publication in 
remembrance of the centenary 
of the founding of An Garda 
Siochana. Our publication is now 
with the printers and is titled 
“Duties Long Forgotten”. We 
spent a considerable amount 
of time researching the many 
diverse tasks, some of them 
unusual, which the Gardaí were 
asked to undertake over the last 
one hundred years, i.e. Rainfall 
readings, Census of population, 
Delivery of pension books, 
Inspection of scrub bulls, etc. We came up with over forty tasks 
in all and we might have missed a few. Our aim was to record 
and explain all those duties to future generations of Gardai of 
what happened in the past. We hope to launch the publication at 
Easter time, with copies of the publication for GSRMA members 
in the Offaly branch. If retired members in other branches wish to 
obtain a copy it will cost (10 Euro to cover printing and postage 
they can contact Mick Dalton on 086 8202145, Our project was 
supported by the IPA and the GRSMA.
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In 2008 a new IPA Club was introduced to both serving and 
retired members of the force – this Club was introduced 
with great assistance from the IPA Ireland Section and 
was named the IPA Pistol Club. The Club was developed 
to promote the sport of Pistol and Revolver shooting 
and in fact was the only IPA Club of its kind across all 64 
international Sections.

The fact that Ireland is one of the few countries within 
the organisation with an unarmed police force makes this 
achievement all the more remarkable. Noel Geary who 
was the Social and Club secretary on the NEC at the time, 
put his shoulder behind the idea and the Club was ratifi ed 
in 2008 with just 4 members, all based in Co. Louth.  

If we were to rewind 4 years to 2004 - Pistols and Revolvers 
were somewhat of a hot topic and none had been licensed 
since a temporary ban on them in the 1970’s. A courageous 
court challenge was undertaken by Frank Brophy from 
Co. Wexford and Mr. Brophy successfully won his case. 
This in turn was the catalyst for a number of shooting 
clubs and ranges to develop. This victory by Frank Brophy 
was also the spark that was required for the Louth IPA 
members to apply to the IPA for Club status. 

Since 2008 our Club has grown from strength to strength. 
The Club is now the biggest pistol only club in the 
country with 170 members and it is recognised for its 
eff orts on a national and international front and also by 
the IPA for encouraging new memberships, year on year. 
Within the current membership, we have a number 
previous national champions and also a number of 
international medal winners. - a far cry from the 
original 4 that were shooting in the corner of a shooting 
grounds in Co. Monaghan. Although the offi  cial title of 
the club is the IPA Pistol Club, it is often colloquially 

referred to as the Garda Pistol Club by many of the 
civilian shooters that compete on the shooting circuit.  
The Club, like the organisation of An Garda Síochána is 
well respected by all other shooting clubs that we visit 
for shooting events and I would go as far as to say that 
this has helped bridge the gap that the 1970’s ban on 
handguns had created.

As we look through the achievements of our Club; the 
welcome we receive on shooting grounds is amongst the 
biggest of these accomplishments. This is testament to 
our Club’s membership and their ability to compete at 
open competitions and highlights that our Club is well 
run and that our Club members will perform well and 
meet the required safety standards at all those events.

Currently the IPA Pistol Club has membership drawn 
from 25 out of the 26 counties in our IPA section, 
with Dublin the best represented of these counties. 
The Club does not have their own shooting grounds, 
but we have been granted access to 12 shooting 
grounds all around Ireland. IPA events are run on 
these ranges approximately 10 times per year and are 
always well attended.

In 1922 the fi rst Garda Commissioner, Michael Staines, set 
in stone that An Garda Síochána would be an unarmed 
police force. His words, “An Garda Síochána will succeed 
not by force of arms or numbers, but on their moral 
authority as servants of the people” are still relevant 
today as they were then – and with this in mind, it is a 
credit to our membership, a credit to the IPA, a credit to 
all our IPAPC members that make our Club work so well 
and of course the 4 founding members back in 2008 that 
a Club associated with An Garda Síochána, providing a 
sporting shooting facility is so successful.

FIND US ON

IPA Pistol Club

@ipapistolclub

youtube.com/
IPA Pistol  by Neil O’Malley

IPA PISTOL CLUB NEWS

A CONTINUING 
SUCCESS STORY 

The Club‘s fi rst event for 2022 was held at Mourne Shooting Grounds on the 3rd of March 2022. 
Membership to the pistol Club is always open and if you would like to join the Club or know more 
about pistol shooting in Ireland, please visit www.ipapistolClub.com or email the Club on: 
info@ipapistolClub.com.

Since its inception in 1922, An Garda Síochána has had a connection with 
a number of sports and has had within its ranks a number of national 
and international stars. These sports included boxing, running, hurling, 

football, martial arts, rowing and clay pigeon shooting, to name a few. 

RETIREMENT / CENTENARY PUBLICATION

RETIREMENT OF GARDA 
PADRAIC DERIVAN
22290K, BANAGHER GARDA STATION, CO OFFALY

by Helen Kelly Garda 00774k, friend and colleague for 25 years 

IPA member Padraic Derivan retired from An Garda 
Síochána on the 6th September 2021, having got an 
additional year due to the Covid 19 pandemic.  He was a few 

months shy of 41 years dedicated service. 

Padraic joined An Garda Síochána on 31st December, 1980.  He 
was first stationed in Ballinamore, Co Leitrim in 1981.  Padraic 
then transferred to Kinnitty, Co Offaly in August 1984.  He spent 
7 years there before finally getting close to his native County 
Galway by transferring to Banagher, Co. Offaly in 1991.  

Banagher is a small town on the banks of the River Shannon.  
Once Padraic crossed Banagher Bridge he was in his native 
county of Galway. Padraic spent the remainder of his career 
stationed at Banagher for over 30 years.  His supportive caring 
nature and local knowledge will truly be missed by all his 
colleagues at Birr District.

Padraic, a native of Killimor, Co Galway, lives there with his 
wife, Regina and two daughters, Cassandra and Danielle. We wish 
Padraic and his family every good health and happiness. 

CENTENARY PUBLICATION
Over the last year the Offaly 

Branch of the GSRMA 
have been working on a project 
to produce a publication in 
remembrance of the centenary 
of the founding of An Garda 
Siochana. Our publication is now 
with the printers and is titled 
“Duties Long Forgotten”. We 
spent a considerable amount 
of time researching the many 
diverse tasks, some of them 
unusual, which the Gardaí were 
asked to undertake over the last 
one hundred years, i.e. Rainfall 
readings, Census of population, 
Delivery of pension books, 
Inspection of scrub bulls, etc. We came up with over forty tasks 
in all and we might have missed a few. Our aim was to record 
and explain all those duties to future generations of Gardai of 
what happened in the past. We hope to launch the publication at 
Easter time, with copies of the publication for GSRMA members 
in the Offaly branch. If retired members in other branches wish to 
obtain a copy it will cost (10 Euro to cover printing and postage 
they can contact Mick Dalton on 086 8202145, Our project was 
supported by the IPA and the GRSMA.
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LoansImprovement 
   home

Figures quoted are indicative, actual repayments may vary. All loans subject to approval. 
T&Cs apply. WARNING: If you do not meet the repayments on your loan, your account will 
go into arrears. This may affect your credit rating which may limit your ability to access credit 
in the future. St. Paul’s Garda Credit Union Ltd. is regulated by the Central Bank of Ireland.

Boreenmanna Road, Cork, T12 TN67
Tel: 021-431 3355  |  Email: enquiries@stpaulscu.ie
WEB: stpaulscu.ie

*If the APR does not vary during the term of the loan the total amount payable is €61,395.44

Borrow TERM Cost 
of credit

€50,000  10 years €11,395.44 

REPAY

€117.89
WEEKLY

St. Paul’s
Garda Credit Union Ltd.

4.25%
RATE

(4.33% APR)

Variable

Contact us on
021-4313355 or enquiries@stpaulscu.ie 
to tailor a loan to suit your requirements 

Apply on the St. Paul’s Garda Credit Union 
App or your Online Account


